Campaign to 

Would you pay full price on 
s new car with scratched fen¬ 
ders or a scratched body ? And 
what would you say if the 
dealer calmly said it was 
scratched in handling? 

It wouldn’t go too well to a 
purchaser, would it ? 

Convair FW Division is up 
against the same problem. 
Scratched and marred parts 
aren’t much good to the Air 
Force or to Convair. 

“This is our biggest concern 
right now,” said J. Y. McClure, 
quality control chief. “Our'per- 


Ban Scratch Damage Gaining Headway at Convair FW 


centage of inferior goods— 
caused by scratching and im¬ 
proper handling—is rising. 

“In a highly competitive 
market like the aircraft indus¬ 
try, inferior goods just aren’t 
acceptable. As an individual, 
you wouldn’t buy inferior goods 
when you could get quality 
goods at the same price. It 
works the same way in the air¬ 
plane industry.” 

Right here at the Fort Worth 
Division, scrapping of goods is 
taking place every day—simply 
because people handling the 



parts aren’t as careful as they 
could be. For instance, surface 
defects which formerly were 
considered acceptable cannot 
always be used on higher speed 
aircraft. 

Aircraft which fly at the 
speed of sound require 
smoother surfaces and must not' 
have scratches which can cause 

<- m : 

Ruby Davis of FW inspection 
marks off badly scratched area to 
illustrate scars left by improper 
handling. 


fatigue failure of structural 
parts. Faster planes demand 
higher quality workmanship. 

Because of the importance of 
improved quality work, a divi¬ 
sion-wide campaign to improve 
material handling and reduce 
surface damage is now being 
accelerated. 

Employee suggestions and 
cost improvement proposals 
suggesting ways to counteract 
excessive scratching of mate¬ 
rials are being sought. Cash 
awards will be made to ESP 
(Continued on page 2) 
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PLAYING POSSUM—Jet fighter nestles close to RB-36, demonstrating new "kangaroo" tactics. 
Convair FW wiH modify number of RB-36s to house satellite planes. 


Date Extended 
For Training 

There’s still time left to regis¬ 
ter for Convair FW training 
courses! Registration date has 
been extended so that most 
classes will not start until Jan. 
18. 

The majority of subjects will 
be offered in 50-hour courses 
taught by qualified instructors 
approved by Convair as well as 
the State Board for Vocational 
Education. 

Classes will meet after work 
hours for the first shift and be¬ 
fore work hours for the second 
shift. They will meet in plant 
conference rooms or in class 
rooms at Technical Institute. 

Students successfully complet¬ 
ing courses will receive certifi- 
cates from the Fort Worth Public 
School plus a training report 
from Convair. 

If a minimum of 15 enroll for 
the following, these courses will 
be offered: 

Aircraft and engine mechanics, 
aircraft blueprint reading, funda¬ 
mentals of electricity and mathe¬ 
matics, vacuum tube characteris¬ 
tics, radio transmitters, radio re¬ 
ceivers, mathematics-shop, trigo¬ 
nometry, advanced shop mathe¬ 
matics, production illustration, 
aircraft drafting, elements of tool 
and operation planning, review 
shorthand, beginners shorthand, 
review typing, beginners typing 
and effective business communi¬ 
cation. 

Additional information may be 
obtained from the training sec¬ 
tion of the personnel department, 
Col. 73 or ext. 5245 or 5188. 


Convair Youngster 
FW’s First for '54 

Scarcely 20 seconds after the 
New Year was proclaimed, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Christian of 
Convair FW became parents of 
an eight-pound boy, Larry Lee, 
Fort Worth’s first citizen of 
1954. 

Christian, an assistant fore¬ 
man in Dept. 50, said he was 
unaware that his child was the 
first of the year until he read 
the Fort Worth newspapers. 


Autographs Accumulate 
On Sides of Last B-36 

The last nose for the last B-36 already is on its way 
down the long Convair FW assembly line—but it will be 
late this year before this nose gets its first breath of 
fresh air outside the assembly building. 

Convair employees are decorat- 


McNarney Tapped as 
Outstanding Aviation 
Figure in California 

Convair President J. T. Mc¬ 
Narney will be honored tonight 
(Jan. 13) as the outstanding avia¬ 
tion figure in California in 1953 
by the California Fashion Crea¬ 
tors Association at a dinner at 
the Ambassador Hotel, Los An¬ 
geles. 

The event is the fourth annual 
distinguished achievement awards 
banquet in which recognition is 
extended to five industries which 
contribute greatly to the growth 
and fame of California. It is 
staged by some 375 leading de¬ 
signers and manufacturers of ap¬ 
parel in the state. 

Others named to receive awards 
and their fields include Bob Hope, 
radio and television; Jane Wy¬ 
man, cinema; Paul Laszo, interior 
design, and another in the archi¬ 
tecture and building field. 

Approximately 800 guests rep¬ 
resenting leading retail executives 
from over the United States are 
expected to attend the event 
which is held annually during the 
observance of Market Week in 
Los Angeles. 


T-29 in Texas Sets 
Monthly Air Mark 

A monthly flying record of 
205.35 hours has been set by a 
T-29 at Harlingen Air Force 
Base, Texas, Major M. W. Cauble, 
maintenance director at Flying 
Training Air Force headquarters 
at Waco announced. 

The Convair plane flew 37 mis¬ 
sions during the period. 

Average monthly flying time 
of T-29s used by FTAF in its 
training program is about 75 
hours. T-29s have been in active 
service since early 1951. 


mg the historic fuselage with 
“Dear John” signs, referring to 
the line, “Oh, how I hate to see 
you go,” from a popular western 
song. 

The signs were made by Dept. 
44 employees and have been auto¬ 
graphed by virtually every em¬ 
ployee who has worked on the 
component. The black border and 
lettering is done with masking 
tape which does not damage the 
skin. 

“This is an old custom in the 
aircraft industry,” explained Ray 
Kendall, general foreman of nose 
and tail, “and the last B-36 cer¬ 
tainly wasn’t going to be an ex¬ 
ception.” 

The signs likely will remain on 
the plane until it leaves Convair 
about 13 years after the XB-36 
(Continued on page 2) 


FW to Modify 
RB-36s as Jet 
Mother Ships 

Modification of a number of RB-36 reconnaissance 
bombers to carry RF-84 jet fighter planes will be accom¬ 
plished simultaneously with SAM-SAC work at Convair 
FW, Division Manager August C. Esenwein announced 
today. 


“Thus, when those RB-36s go 
back into service, they’ll not only 
be capable of carrying RF-84s in¬ 
to combat, they’ll also be up to 
the latest configuration of air¬ 
craft on which we have perform¬ 
ed our Specialized Aircraft Main¬ 
tenance program,” he explained. 

The public learned officially 
last week what Convair employ¬ 
ees have long known: that the 
Air Force was sufficiently im¬ 
pressed with the performance of 
the original bomber-fighter 
combo that it wants more. How 
many cannot be disclosed. 

The development project was 
first announced officially in Sep¬ 
tember (Convairiety, Sept. 9, 
1953). 

The Air Force now permits dis¬ 
closure of the fact that the RB-36 
can take off with the parasite 
hanging almost completely inside 
the bomb bays, and can land in 
the same fashion. Further, the 
RF-84 can take off and return 
to the RB-36 while in flight. 

This will give the Air Force 
something it has long sought: 
long-range, high-speed reconnais¬ 
sance with high probability of 
survival. 

The RB-36, of course, is the 
reconnaissance version of the 
long-range B-36 bomber. It has 
(Continued on page 2) 


LAST BORN—J. D. Lee signs his name to list of Dept. 44 
employees at FW who gave last B-36 nose a traditional send-off 
as it started long journey toward assembly line. 


ESs and CIPs 
Save Millions 
At FW in 1953 

An impressive five and a 
half million dollars was 
saved at Convair FW Divi¬ 
sion during 1953 through 
installations of Employee 
Suggestions and Cost Im¬ 
provement Proposals, a sum¬ 
mary showed this week. 

The amount saved exceeded the 
quota by $1,564,847, according to 
R. F. Crabtree, Employee Sug¬ 
gestion assistant supervisor. 

CIPs topped ESs with $3,362,- 
548 credited to CIPs and $239,835 
to ESs. The latter made 109 per 
cent of quota, and CIPs 149 per 
cent of quota. 

“We received 3,292 proposals 
and suggestions this year and ap¬ 
proved 717, giving us a 21.24 per¬ 
centage of approval,” said Crab¬ 
tree. 

ESs and CIPs received per 
1,000 employees this year were 
157. The. average dollar value of 
awards paid per suggestion was 
$38.32. Total dollar value of 
awards paid to employees was 
$12,531.00. 

T. L. Smith, Dept. 9-3, received 
the highest individual ES award 
with net savings to Convair FW 
of $35,073. Greatest CIP savings 
were made possible by C. C. 

(Continued on page 2) 


2,000 Sisn Safer 
Driving Promise 

Approximately 2,000 Convair 
FW Division employees signed 
safe-driving pledges during the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram and 
Fort Worth Safety Council safe¬ 
driving campaign. 

In return, they received win¬ 
dow stickers with the green cross 
for safety, which reads “My 
Pledge Drive Safely.” 

The pledge is: 

“I personally pledge myself to drive 
and walk safely and think in terms of 
safety. 

“I give this promise in seriousness 
and earnestness, having considered fully 
my obligations to protect my life and 
the lives of my family and fellow men. 

“I pledge myself further to advance 
the cause of safety by talking to my 
family and friends and by taking part 
in safety activities of my club, school, 
employee group and other organizations. 
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parts that have been improperly loaded. Such carelessness is target 
of current drive at FW. 


New Higher Speed Planes Require 
Emphasis on Smooth Surfaces 


Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following service pins are due 
during the period Jan. 1 through 31. 

Ten year pins: Dept. 4, C. Doyle, 
J. W. Henry. Dept. 6, E. M. Minze, 

M. D. Reed. Dept. 7, W. B. Long. 
Dept. 8, E. S. Johns. Dept. 9, J. P. 
Patterson. Dept. 14, H. J. K. Tenni- 
son. 

Dept. 20, W. L. Brickell, C. L. Child¬ 
ress. Dept. 22, G. D. Inman, C. W. 
Shaw;, B. W. Harris.. Dept. 24, G. L. 
Harding,, A. J. Paire, O. A. Smith, 
J. B. Waggoner. Dept. 25, G. N. Neigh¬ 
bors, C. W. Stocker, C. C. Wise, G. T. 
McCulley, O. C. Payne. 

Dept. 26, E. D. Ward. Dept. 27, C. 
A. Bowling, W. Sodd. Dept. 28, L. M. 
Richter. Dept. 29, J. C. Johnson, L. 
McMurtray. Dept. 30, J. F. Boyd. Dept. 
31, E. H. Boren, J. G. Williams, M. 
R. Wilson, J. C. Blackburn, W. C. 
Hanson, L. C. Hudnall, L. Storm. 

Dept. 44, T. B. Adcock, L. G. Mad¬ 
dox, J. W. Young, T. L. Morrow. Dept. 

46, J. R. Pruitt, I. H. Hatchett. Dept. 

47, W. G. Isaacs, T. B. McKinney, W. 
L. Wardrup, J. L. Beadle, J. H. Ram¬ 
sey. 

Dept. 48, W. H. Dean, H. O. Dicker- 
son. Dept. 50, W. G. Wyatt, S, G. El- 
lard, J. V. Z. Foster, R. G. Israel, O. 
O. Medford, J. D. -Stutt. Dept. 60, C. 
E. Wilkerson. 

Dept. 64, J. E. Martin, L. E. Cox, 
C. B. Wimberly. Dept. 65, K. B. Av- 
eritt, L. D. Shaw, M. E. Felton, L. E. 
Rhine, C. S. Smith. Dept. 74, M. C. 
Roop. Dept. 81, H. D. Ford, E. D. Han¬ 
cock, E. L. Turner, Jr., I. G. Whar¬ 
ton. 

Dept. 82, G. B. Day, R. C. Heald. 
Dept. 91, G. O. Jones, R. M. Parsons, 
W. W. Wylie. Dept. 92, C. W. Shoe¬ 
maker, M. H. McCormick. Dept. 93, 
R. E. McLennan, D. L. Garrett, L. 
Hobbs. Dept. 94, J. B. Robertson. Dept. 
95, V. Chambers, H. P. Burnett. Dept. 
99, T. A. Campbell. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 4, L. S. Pat¬ 
terson, A. F. Peace, L. B. Thompson, 
L. H. Richards. Dept. 6, H. W. Dono¬ 
van, J. A. Nelson, H. H. Pinkerton, 
A. F. Stern, R. W. VanHamersveld, T. 
T. Behout, A. Brown, J. D. Pinkston, 

N. A. Soter, W. H. Watson, G. N. 
Wilks. 

Dept. 7, C. A. Wilmoth. Dept. 8, A. 
H. McMahan. Dept. 12, D. M. Hall. 
Dept. 15, N. King, O. P. Baker, B. S. 
Speight. Dept. 20, B. E. Hammond. 

Dept. 22, W. M. Garrett, E. E. Johns, 
V. D. Mayfield, R. E. Wheeler, J. M. 
Bishop, E. Carlton. 

Dept. 24, C. W. Baird, B. E. Poynor, 
G. S, Compton. Dept. 25, T. F. Smith. 
Dept. 27, N. N. Gebhard, C. C. Flagg. 
Dept. 28, E. Hagberg. Dept. 30, G. 

Maples. Dept. 31, M. F. White, A. C. 
Lagow. Dept. 43, A. A. Hill. Dept. 48, 
C. C. Calicott, R. T. Stanford, C. F. 
Steward, J. L. Davis. 

Dept. 50, O. B. Burns, E. L. Mc¬ 
Gowan. Dept. 64, P. M. Freudiger. 
Dept. 73, A. L. M. Adams, M. S. Bay¬ 
less, L. L. Kelly, E. F. Love, J. Satter¬ 
field, W. G. Stockard. 

Dept. 76, A. S. Hickman, K. S. Wool- 
ridge. Dept. 82, J. W. Lacy, L. J. Boze¬ 
man, J. C. McBryde. Dept. 94. W. V. 
Allen, D. M. Marsh. Dept. 95, C. Pond. 


HOLD '52 TAX TABS 
VOTERS ADVISED 

Convair FW employees who 
will be paying their poll taxes 
next week in special booths in the 
cafeteria are reminded to retain 
their 1952 tax receipts. 

Only persons holding this 1952 
receipt will be eligible to vote in 
the Fort Worth and sewer rev¬ 
enue bond election Jan. 26. The 
new 1953 receipt will not qualify 
citizens to vote in the election 
because they do not become valid 
until Feb. 1. 

Voters in the $15,000,000 bond 
election also must live in the city 
and own property subject to city 
taxes. 

Booths will be set up in the 
east wing of the cafeteria to 
collect poll taxes on Jan. 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22 from 10:45 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Representatives of the 
County Tax Assessor’s office will 
be on hand to collect the $1.75 
fee, according to J. B. Ellis, em¬ 
ployee service supervisor. 


FW Members Back 
Student Contest 

Convair FW members of the 
Institute of the Aeronautical Sci¬ 
ences will play an active role in 
the second annual student scien¬ 
tific paper competition in 1954. 

Undergraduate and graduate 
students from 15 colleges will 
participate. Last year, students 
from 12 southwestern colleges 
presented papers at the meeting. 
It will be held April 21-24 at the 
Melrose Hotel in Dallas. 


We help others, and we help 
our own by authorizing payroll 
deductions for Con-Trib-CIub 
memberships. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions and transfers to or with¬ 
in supervision, professional and admin¬ 
istrative effective Dec. 9 thorugh Dec. 
30: 

Dept. 3, Personnel: to training 
specialist; J. N. Watson. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to senior aero- 
physics engineer, L. M. Ranch ; to sen¬ 
ior flight test engineer, R. D. Bronson, 
W. J. Gabriel ; to aerodynamics engi¬ 
neer, J. E. Cayot; to weight co-ordin- 
ator, C. L. Bowden, Jr. ; to design en¬ 
gineer, R. W. Davis ; to engineering ill¬ 
ustration editor, R. K. Hopkins; to 
senior nuclear engineer, B. L. Jones; 
to research test engineer, R. H. John¬ 
son, I. J. Theriot; to senior flight test 
engineer, F. L. Uhl ; to senior metal¬ 
lurgist, R. L. Williamson; to test en¬ 
gineer, L. H. Pool, J. E. Woolen, Jr. ; 
to engineering writer, J. M. Wallace, 
R. B. Gillman. 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering: to 
industrial engineer, P. Bacheller; to in¬ 
dustrial engineering assistant supervisor, 
T. F. Fowlkes; to industrial engineer¬ 
ing supervisor, G. D. Boesch, Jr. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tooling analyst, 
J. E. Harrison, G. W. Griggs, R. D. 
Schiltz, C. I. Livingston, J. W. Travis. 

Dept. 28, Process Control, to chemist, 
W. C. McMordie, Jr. ; to senior metal¬ 
lurgist, E. C. Rubush. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $373.65 for the 
period ending Dec. 28, 1953. 

Dept. 25-3, Plant Engineering: L. A. 
Nowland, B. N. Cook, R. M. Kuhn. 

Dept. 31-1, Metal Forming: E. E. 
Voss. 

Dept. 63, Field Operations Modern¬ 
ization : M. E. Burke. 

Dept. 73, Electrical Bench: V. Jur- 
ajdo. 

Personals 

FORT WORTH 

I wish to express my sincere thanks 
and appreciation to all who contributed 
to my gift. Words can never say how 
much your cards and get-well wishes 
mean to me. 

Joan Burns, Dept. 6 

Births 

DAINGERFIELD 

HENRY—Daughter, Florence Ann, 8 
lbs. 3 oz., born November 2 to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. M. Henry, Dept. 3. 

Autographs Adorn 
Sides of Last B-36 

(Continued from page 1) 
was first a gleam in an engi¬ 
neer’s eye. 

The mother of them all—the 
XB—was first wheeled out of its 
hangar on its own gear Sept. 8, 
1945, for its first portrait as a 
completed aircraft. It was photo¬ 
graphed beside a World War II 
bomber—making the bomber look 
about the size of a Piper Cub. 
The photograph was published 
in practically every country in 
the world. 

Less than a year later, the XB 
flew 37 minutes on its first 
flight. Announcement of the his¬ 
toric first take-off had been made 
throughout the plant, and thou¬ 
sands of employees streaked to 
Grant’s Lane to watch. 

Smiles were wide and faces 
bright as the silver ship roared 
down the runway and took off as 
easily as Convair engineers had 
known it would. 

In 1947, the first production 
model B-36 flew. It incorporated 
numerous engineering changes 
which gave it improved perform¬ 
ance over that obtained with the 
XB. 

As all Convair employees know, 
all was not rosy with the B-36 in 
the past 12 years. But by and 
large the problems were met and 
successfully solved. 

And through the years, the 
B-36 was constantly and continu¬ 
ously improved. As an example, 
the XB-36 boasted of the then- 
record breaking 18,000 horse¬ 
power in its six piston engines. 

By contrast, 1953 B-36s could 
boast of six piston engines plus 
four jet engines. All together, 
they rev up approximately 44,000 
horsepower. 

The end of improvement is not 
in sight by a long shot. Witness 
the modification program in 
which a number of B-36s will be 
rigged to enable them to carry 
RF-84F jets for high-speed, long- 
range reconnaissance. 


(Continued from page 1) 
winners with the best solutions 
to ti e problem. 

In addition, a method of 
tallying material handling re¬ 
jections by department and cost 
center will be used to determine 
which departments are making 
the biggest improvement. Let¬ 
ters of commendation will be 


sent to employees and super¬ 
visors who are the most suc¬ 
cessful. 

“Convair FW has a good 
record for quality work,” said 
McClure. “Right now our big 
concern is keeping parts 
scratch-free. It’s up to each 
employee to keep Convair in 
the running.” 


ESs and CIPs 
Save Millions 
At FW in 1953 

(Continued from page 1) 
Crickman and I. L. Shadwick. 
Their proposal saved $1,330,749. 

R. D. Mitcham and N. R. 
Behnke of Dept. 4-2 submitted 
the largest amount of CIPs—18 
each. G. H. Macintyre, also of 
Dept. 4-2, was the highest ES 
contributor with 30 suggestions. 

“We’re proud of the record this 
year,” said Crabtree. “Even with 
fewer employees, we’ve got a 
higher percentage of proposals 
submitted. That means we’re 
more conscious than ever before 
of the need to find ways of im¬ 
proving working methods.” 

Two recent large awards, for 
instance, are only examples of 
what can be done with a little 
thought or experience. 

L. A. Nowland, Dept. 25-3, is 
effecting labor savings of $5,072 
by straightening mill and planer 
tables with heat instead of ma¬ 
chining. This is done to relieve 
strain in the distorted area and 
return the table to level. The idea 
also saves numerous tables for 
Convair; as when machining was 
done, it decreased the useful life 
of the table. 

A new method of removing fuel 
from behind bullet sealing pads 
has resulted in yearly labor sav¬ 
ings of $3,290, thanks to M. E. 
Burks, Dept. 63. Burks proposed 
using a needle and air siphon. 
This eliminates the necessity of 
removing all fuel from the tank 
and repurging. 



AIR NEEDLE—M. E. Burks and 


General Foreman W. L. Daniel, 
Jr., Dept. 63 FW, look over air 
needle and siphon which former 
suggested as improved means of 
fuel removal. 

RB-36s to Be 
Jet Carriers 

(Continued from page 1) 
a speed of more than 435 miles 
per hour and a service ceiling of 
more than 45,000 feet. 

The RF-84F is a reconnais¬ 
sance version of the Republic F- 
84 Thunderstreak jet fighter. It 
has a speed of more than 600 
miles per hour and a service ceil¬ 
ing of more than 45,000 feet. 

First modification for the proj¬ 
ect was performed by develop¬ 
ment department crews, after 
which flight department crews 
accomplished flight tests. 

Work under the expanded pro¬ 
gram, however, will be accom¬ 
plished by modernization crews 
directed by Supt. J. B. Seaberry 
and General Foreman Dick Lilly. 
Detail parts, of course, will be 
made in factory departments. 

Actual installation will be by a 
picked crew of Dept. 95 employ¬ 
ees working at a SAM-SAC work 
station in the yard. 

The modification involves re¬ 
work and beefing-up of the bomb 
bay section of the RB-36 and in¬ 
stallation of new bomb bay doors 
which will partly enclose the RF- 
84. This is to reduce drag when 
the bomber is lugging the RF-84 
toward its target. 

After modification, the 36s will 
be turned over to development 
crows, who will prepare them for 
flight test. Flight test depart¬ 
ment will put them through the 
wringer before delivering them to 
the Air Force for service. 
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Hours for FW Management Courses Adjusted 
To Accommodate Students From All Shifts 


Five courses in management 
will be open to all Convair FW 
Management Club members and 
all supervisory personnel, Convair 
FW tiaining section reported this 
week. 

This is the seventh semester of 
college-level training to be pre¬ 
sented at Convair. These courses 
a: a planned to fit the needs of 
Convair supervision, and will be 
conducted by outstanding super¬ 
vision in their fields. The pro¬ 
gram is arranged in conjunction 
with Texas Christian University. 

Classes are. scheduled to be 
held at Convair from 12:15 to 


Review Shorthand 
Class Still Taking 
Enrollments at SD 

For those who have been plan¬ 
ning to brush up on their short¬ 
hand but just haven’t got around 
to it, registration was advised in 
the review shorthand class now 
in progress at Convair SD. That 
was the word this week from 
H. K. Kirkwood of the training 
section at Plant 1. 

Classes meet Tuesdays and 
Thursdays each week from 3:45 
to 5:45 p.m. in room 11, Bldg. 14. 
Employees who are unable to at¬ 
tend the full period are welcome 
to join the last half of the ses¬ 
sion. Mrs. Eva Lewis is instruc¬ 
tor. 

“The class has only been in 
session a few weeks so it isn’t 
too late to join,” Kirkwood said. 
“In fact, if more students aren’t 
enrolled very soon it may be 
necessary to discontinue the 
class.” 

“You don’t have to be an ex¬ 
pert to enroll,” Mrs. Lewis add¬ 
ed. “The class is designed to suit 
the particular needs of each indi¬ 
vidual. While the new simplified 
Gregg is taught, many of our 
pupils learned the old method.” 

Rate of progress depends on 
how much time a student gives 
to practice and how regularly he 
attends classes. Sessions are 
made up of a review of theory 
and practice in dictation and 
transcription to build up speed. 

For further information or reg¬ 
istration contact Kirkwood in the 
training section, Bldg. 14 at 
Plant 1, ext. 491. 


3:15 p.m. and 4 to 7 p.m. so that 
personnel from all shifts may 
attend. 

College credit or certificate 
credit will be given upon success¬ 
ful completion of the course. 
Management Club will reimburse 
one-half of the tuition costs for 
the top 20 enrollees at the close 
of the semester. Tuition for a 
three-hour course is $39. 

Classes will begin Feb. 1 and 
end May 28. Training personnel 
will be available for counseling 
purposes after this date. Formal 
registration will be held later this 
month. 

Courses available are: 311a 
grammar and composition, drill 
in fundamentals of English us¬ 
age, with emphasis on written 
communications; 311b grammar 
and composition, a continuation 
of the fundamentals of English 
usage, with emphasis on written 
communication; 313 business and 
industrial mathematics, basic 
study of arithmetic, commercial 
arithmetic, and practical geom¬ 
etry as applied to industry; 323 
principles of economics, an intro¬ 
ductory course to acquaint the 
students with the fundamental 
principles underlying economic 
relations and activities; 327 pro¬ 
duction costs, a study of current 
operating problems and methods 
used in maintaining production 
quality and output, in avoiding 
delay and keeping costs down. 

Further information may be ob¬ 
tained in the training section of 
the personnel department, Col. 73. 



am 


It’s a note from his teacher. 
She says he knows TV, but is 
completely blank on the rest of 
his ABC’s. 
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CLEAN SWEEP—Lined up on way into assembly building at Convair Fort Worth 


are representative pieces of "rolling stock" that keep Convair clean. 



THREE STAGES—Despite the mechanized ag,e, Convair can't get along without the ageless broom. 
Nor can Convair keep clean without such machinery as sanitation men at Fort Worth display here. 


More Than 200 Families Adopted' 
For Christmas Gifts at Convair FW 


Convair FW employees this 
week were deluged with “Thank 
You” notes from the more than 
200 families they “adopted” at 
Christmas time—and also from 
the Veterans’ Affairs Council of 
Fort Worth on behalf of veterans 
among the families. 

The families were given food 
baskets containing a supply more 
than ample for a Christmas din¬ 
ner, and families with children 
received toys. 

The projects embraced employ¬ 
ees in every department in the 
plant. One project, “Operation: 
FixaToy,” sponsored by the Con¬ 
vair FW Management Club, was 
supported by thousands of em¬ 
ployees to provide the toys. 

A dozen or more departments 
adopted one or more families and 


Co nvair-Liner Flies 
Cargo of Medicine 

A KLM Convair-Liner re¬ 
cently set a new “payload” 
record by carrying one kilo of 
medicine on a non-stop charter 
flight from Amsterdam to Lis¬ 
bon, a distance of about 1,150 
miles. The medicine weighed 
2.2 pounds and Ted Laven, Con¬ 
vair field service engineer with 
KLM, wrote that to his knowl¬ 
edge this is the “smallest pay- 
load ever carried on a Convair.” 


saw that they were well supplied 
with food and necessary clothing. 

A letter of thanks from the 
Veterans’ Affairs Council read, 
in part: 

“On behalf of numerous vet¬ 
erans’ families, may we say 
‘thank you’ for the part employ¬ 
ees of Convair played in providing 
a Christmas for them of material 
things. These families, without 
your thoughtfulness, would not 
hsve had toys and a Christmas 
dinner. Through your generosity, 
these were amply provided. Cer¬ 
tainly this is just another evi¬ 
dence of the part your great 
organization plays in the civic 
and economic development of 
Fort Worth. This service is rec¬ 
ognized more and more as the 
years go by. 

“May we take this opportunity 
of expressing to you and all the 
members of your personnel our 
thanks and appreciation.” 

Dept. 24’s Christmas project 
was among the largest in the 
plant. Employees contributed to 
needy Convair families money 
ordinarily spent on Christmas 
cards and stamps. The depart¬ 
ment-wide drive netted contribu¬ 
tions amounting to $1,030, with 
which the department adopted 54 
families with a total of 216 chil¬ 
dren. 

“Toys were also provided for 


these children by ‘Operation: Fix¬ 
aToy,’ ” said Shuter, of Tool¬ 
ing. 

“We feel we’ve learned a great 
deal during this program that 
will be beneficial if such a pro¬ 
gram is desired next Christmas. 
The committee would like to use 
Convairiety as a means of thank¬ 
ing all of those who helped us 
out.” 



OVERWHELMED — Shy but 
happy is this little girl, one of 
800 children who got Christmas 
toys through "Operation: Fixa- 
toy" sponsored by Management 
Club at Convair FW. 


Keeping Convair Clean 
Is Round-the-Clock Job 


For the Convair housewife only now recovering from 
the Christmas muss, housekeeping can seem a tremendous 
task. But compared to Convair’s, it’s a cinch. 


At Convair it’s no once-a-day 
job; it’s 24 hours around the 
clock. 

Specifically at Fort Worth 
Division, housekeeping requires a 
crew of 167 persons using equip¬ 
ment valued at about $36,000, 
according to G. N. Nesbitt, sani¬ 
tation supervisor. Plus a stupen¬ 
dous amount of cleaning mate¬ 
rials (such as cement floor 
cleaner, 25,500 pounds worth a 
year!) which cost some $138,160 
annually. Here is another of the 
items: 19,000 gallons of liquid 
scrub soap—more than a gallon 
per employee per year. This is in 
addition to the 75,630 pounds of 
hand soap used annually. 

Just cleaning Convair isn’t the 
full task either. Nesbitt, among 
other things, must see that the 
“guttersnipes,” and sweepers, 
automatic scrubbers and polish¬ 
ing machines and vacuum sweep¬ 
ers are in good condition and as¬ 
signed where they are needed 
when they are needed. 

“For us it’s a 24-hour job,” he 
said. “That is so that when Con¬ 
vair reports to work in the morn¬ 
ing the waste baskets are empty 
and the floors are clean.” 

As impressive as the equip¬ 
ment and time needed to main¬ 
tain good living conditions at 
Convair is the enviable record of 
Nesbitt’s staff. 

“Of the 178 employees, 50 of 
them have been with us for 10 
years,” Nesbitt said. “Just to 
cite an example, four men, H. 
Reed, L. Degrate, R. Jones and 
M. Clifton, have among them a 


total of 40 years’ working time. 
And in that 40 years they have 
lost only 17 days off the job! 

“Another group of four of us 
will have 100 years of service to¬ 
gether *in January,” Nesbitt con¬ 
tinued. 

The quartet is R. B. Jones, R. 
Drake, W. Hill, and Nesbitt. They 
were associated in business to¬ 
gether before they came to Con¬ 
vair. 

“It’s quite an operation,” said 
Nesbitt. “Any housewife could be 
glad her job is nothing like ours.” 

Convair Wife Dies 
In Auto Collision 

Mrs. Virginia Warner Mc- 
Keithen, 29, a former Convair 
FW Dept. 15 employee, was kill¬ 
ed Dec. 27 in a head-on collision. 

Mrs. McKeithen and her hus¬ 
band, William, Dept. 75, were re¬ 
turning to Fort Worth from Jack- 
son, Miss., where they had spent 
the Christmas holidays. Their car 
collided with another in the rain 
on Highway 183. 

Pete Beyrer Heads 
Industrial Council 

Pete Beyrer, Convair repre¬ 
sentative on the San Diego City- 
County Industrial Recreation 
Council, will be installed as presi¬ 
dent of that group for the coming 
year at an installation banquet 
scheduled for tonight (Jan. 13) 
at Langhorst’s Cafe. Beyrer 
served as vice-president of the 
Council in 1953. 


San Diego Groups, Too, Bring Help 
To Distressed Families on Christmas 


Although not on the scale at¬ 
tempted at Convair Fort Worth, 
San Diego Division departments 
were thinking of others at Christ¬ 
mas time, too. 

One example reported was en¬ 
gineering loft that dispensed with 
a traditional gift exchange and 
diverted the funds toward toys 
and practical gifts for 16 differ¬ 
ent Convair families who, because 
of illness or temporary difficul¬ 
ties, otherwise would have had a 
grim Christmas. Spearheading 
the project was Haydon LaNois, 
aided by William Wood, Bob Cas- 


troy, Ben Northrup, Clint Har- 
ger and Lowell Ward. Instead of 
gifts, the group had a buffet meal 
(arranged by Loraine Mann) and 
carol singing led by A. J. Crouch. 

Also in recognition of the holi¬ 
day demands, families receiving 
emergency aid through Con-Trib- 
Club at SD found increased food 
allowances over the holiday. Right 
up to the last day before Christ¬ 
mas Con-Trib representatives 
were active. One delivered a last- 
minute emergency check of $30 to 
a Convair man in the hospital to 
tide his family over a brief crisis. 



THOUGHTFUL—Satisfaction that comes from helping others was reward for 
several Convair SD departments during holidays. Above left are members of salvage 
yard who made it a bountiful Christmas for one family in distress. At right above 


is part of show that Convair SD individuals sparked at crippled children's conval¬ 
escent home. That's E. C. Arnold of experimental behind the whiskers (all 265 
pounds of him). 
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Lemon Pie Da%s 


Fond Memories of Early Films 
Recalled by Former Extra 


Just mention lemon pie to Convair Pomona's Russell 
Stimmel (security guard force) and he'll duck every time. 

For Stimmel, who worked for several years as an 
extra during the early days of silent movies in Hollywood, 
has been hit in the face with far more lemon pies than he 
ever attempted to eat 


“If it was a Western, I always 
got shot; and if we were making 
a comedy I either got soaking 
wet or I got hit with a pie,” 
Stimmel recalled. “Invariably the 
pies were lemon—must have been 
the California influence—and to 
this day I can’t stand the taste 
of one.” 

Stimmel first came to Holly¬ 
wood as a boy in 1913, and work¬ 
ed off and on in movies until 
1920. 

“Then I was married, and I 
found that a steadier income was 
necessary,” Stimmel said. After 
that he became a director, stage 
manager and light director of 
live theatrical productions, both in 
theaters and in outdoor pageants. 
He w r as stage manager and later 
director of the early Pilgrimage 
Plays in Hollywood; assistant di¬ 
rector of the first Ramona 
Pageant at Hemet (and director 
of later ones); light director of 
United Artists Theater when it 
first opened; and stage manager 
of Grauman’s Egyptian when it 
opened. He directed pageants in 
all sections of Southern Califor¬ 
nia and Arizona. 

“But the early days of movies 
hold some of my fondest memo¬ 
ries,” Stimmel said. “In the early 
Westerns, we extras did just 
about everything. We would ride 
with the bandits in the chase 
scenes, then change horses and 
ride with the sheriff’s posse. And 
when we weren’t riding we would 
hold sun reflectors for the close- 
up shots. 

“Movies were made in a hurry 
in those days. Directors usually 
made up the plots as they went 
along, and the shooting actually 
took only a couple or three days. 
It wasn’t uncommon for four or 
five men to get together, pitch in 
two or three hundred dollars 
apiece, hire a cameraman and a 
few actors, and then make a 
movie. The hard part was selling 
the movie after it was made. 

“I lost more money that way, 
both in investments and unpaid 
salary,” he said. 

Frequently Stimmel never knew 
exactly how he would be dressed 
or what part he would be acting 
until he actually arrived on loca¬ 
tion. And most of the time he— 
and other extras—didn’t even 
know the name of the picture 
they were working in. 

“In various pictures I was a 
German officer, an Arab, a cow¬ 
boy, an Indian, a biblical charac¬ 
ter, a tramp, an embassy attache, 
a sailor, peasants of all types— 
practically anything you could 
name,” Stimmel said. 

“I even became a stunt man 
once—by accident. I was playing 
a tramp in a railroad car, when 
the brakeman came along and 
kicked me off the moving train 
by mistake instead of the regular 
stunt man. But not before a 
realistic fight scene that wasn’t 
in the script.” 

When Stimmel first came to 
Hollywood there was an air field 
at Wilshire and Fairfax, and an 
Indian village on Hollywood 
Boulevard where Grauman’s Chi¬ 


nese now stands. 

“Col. Tim McCoy once import¬ 
ed some Indians from a reserva¬ 
tion in Wyoming to act in a 
theatrical production, and he put 
me in charge of them,” Stimmel 
recalled. “We installed them in 
the Indian village,, but after a 
couple of days they became home¬ 
sick for the reservation and kept 
their drums going all night. Sev¬ 
eral complaints were turned in by 
local residents, but the police 
were afraid to arrest the Indians. 
So, since I was in charge, they 
arrested me instead.” 

Although he played hundreds 
of extra parts, Stimmel never 
became an actor in movies. 

“I almost did, though,” he said. 
“One day when we were shooting 
a street' scene the director point¬ 
ed to me. 

“ ‘You,’ he said. 

“ ‘This is my big chance,’ I 
thought. 

“ ‘The camera is going to come 
down the street this way,’ he said. 
‘When it reaches here, you turn 
your back and light a cigaret to 
fill in this side of the picture.’ 

“That’s about as close as I ever 
came to becoming an actor with 
a real part,” Stimmel said. 


SILENT DAYS—This was Rus¬ 
sell Stimmel of Pomona (above) 
as he looked in Indian part in a 
Western film of many years ago, 
and (below) as he looks today. 
Stimmel's is a face that has faced 
a thousand lemon pies! 


Quiet Skeptics! Here's Dark Truth 
Of How We Got the Black Sea Water 


When there is such a celebra¬ 
tion as took place at San Diego 
Dec. 17 when the waters of many 
seas around the globe were used 
to christen the first R3Y Trade- 
wind, there are always a few 
skeptics who wonder if the water 
really came from all the places as 
advertised. 

Or was it taken out of a tap ? 

In answer to this comes a re¬ 
port from Ed Griffin, Convair 
field service engineer stationed 
in Rome, and there is a distinct 
ring of sincerity as he addresses 
L. J. Bordelon, supervisor of field 
service at SD: ■ 

“The water you asked for, one- 
half pint from the Mediterranean 
and one from the Black Sea, is 
on its way. . . . 

“The Mediterranean wasn’t 
such a problem and only required 


that I drive out, take off my 
shoes and socks and wade in with 
my little bottle. Of course, the 
Italian spectators were sure I was 
crazy. ... 

“But the Black Sea was a dif¬ 
ferent matter. ... At Istanbul 
(Turkey) I obtained a guide and 
a taxi and drove out along the 
Bosporus to the mouth of the 
Straits, dodging guards and tak¬ 
ing back roads the last few miles. 
Eventually we got real BLACK 
SEA water. The Turkish guide 
and driver enjoyed the whole 
thing, being sure that I was an 
American spy, getting a sample 
of water for some dark anti¬ 
communist purpose. . . . 

“Best wishes for Convair’s cele¬ 
bration of the fiftieth anniver¬ 
sary of powered flight. I’m glad 
to have had a small part in it.” 


SLY PUSS—Though tax return stares Gertrude in back, she can 
relax in 1954. She has plenty of dependents, born in Convair FW's 
drop hammer room. 


Housetop Christmas Display Brings 
Holiday Cheer Plus Contest Prize 


A Convair SD engineer, work¬ 
ing alone with some discarded 
auto headlights, worn-out bed 
sheets, plywood and imagination, 
brought a lot of Christmas spirit 
t(> a lot of San Diego people late 
last year. 

He is C. A. Svendsen of Dept. 
20 (subcontracts) whose housetop 
display at 1979 Chicago Street, 
Bay Park Village, won second 
place in the San Diego city light¬ 
ing contest. He received a mer¬ 
chandise award. 

“Actually, I was thinking less 
about the contest and more about 
the spirit of making it,” he ex¬ 
plained afterwards. 

The display features an angel 
on his television aerial, a Santa 
chasing Rudolph of the red nose, 
a dancing fawn and a miniature 
chapel. On the ground is Peter 
Rabbit wishing all a Happy New 
Year. 

“My floodlights were made 
from cast-off headlight reflectors 
and white sheets simulated snow, 


New Con-Trib Cards 
To Be Mailed at SD 

New 1954 membership cards 
and stickers for members of Con- 
Trib-Club at San Diego are being 
prepared and the club expects to 
have them in the mail in Febru¬ 
ary. 


abetted by scattered mica that in 
a wind made ‘snow flurries.’ ” 

The whole arrangement was 
carefully engineered to give with 
the wind but not vibrate and the 
images (which Svendsen cut out 
and drew free hand) were clever¬ 
ly painted to give an effect of 
depth and perspective. 

“Heavens knows how many 
people drove past to see it. And 
I have no idea how many young¬ 
sters were photographed with 
their arms about the rabbit!” 



THE AUTHOR—Mr. and Mrs. 
C. A. Svendsen, Ted, 16, and 
Bob, 13. 



ROOFTOP CHRISTMAS—There was no doubt that Santa visited 
home of C. A. Svendsen, SD engineer. He was there all through 
holidays to delight of passersby. 


Husky Landmarks Behind as FW 
Plant Engineering Ends a Year 


Convair FW plant engineers 
poured enough reinforced con¬ 
crete in 1953 to build a road 20 
feet wide and twelve miles long, 
according to S. J. O’Leary of 
plant engineering. 

“But this wasn’t all,” he said. 
“We also built a ceiling in the 
engineering design section that 
covers an area equivalent to the 
floor space in 100 average two- 
bedroom houses.” 

Other analogies include enough 
floor space to equal 65 average 
size homes added to the Convair 
FW Division. There were also 
41,000 square yards of asphalt 
paving laid for 750 new parking 
spaces. Eight foot high chain 
link fencing was erected for a 
distance of almost two miles. 

“And throughout all these 
jobs,” O’Leary said, “we’ve main¬ 
tained a high standard of quality 
in the finished product. 

“We feel this is due to sound 


economical design of the various 
projects.” 

Besides all this, plant engineer¬ 
ing has had all sorts of regular 
plant duties to keep up with. 
They include maintenance, design 
and construction of manufactur¬ 
ing aids, sanitation, maintenance 
construction and utility operation 
and maintenance. 

Supervising outside construc¬ 
tion is another big bill to fill. For 
work done here in the plant or 
in areas outside, bids are accept¬ 
ed from local contractors. This 
work is under plant engineering’s 
supervision from start to finish. 

During the past year there 
have been 34 contracting jobs 
with 23 different firms. Dollar- 
wise it amounted to $2,229,764. 
On these, plant engineering han¬ 
dles the estimating, designing, 
detailing, specifications, contract 
preparing and administration, 
bidding, awarding, inspecting and 
architectural supervising. 



Sunshine . 
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ishine . . . 


(In the) Hearts . . . 


Articles by Convair 
Writers Published 

Articles written by three Con- 
vair San Diego employees appear 
in current issues of national and 
international publications. 

An article by G. A. Covington, 
SD manager of quality control, 
titled “Controlling Quality of Re¬ 
sistance Welds” appears* in the 
December issue of the “Sheet 
Metal Industry,” published in 
England. “Radome Design for 
High-Speed Aircraft” by William 
Garcia, design specialist, and 
“Convair Develops Autosyn Indi¬ 
cator for Structures Testing” by 
W. E. Wise, test engineer, are 
articles appearing in the Decem¬ 
ber issue of “Aero Digest.” 


CONVAIR COMPUTER 
STORY IN PRINT 

“The Convair Analogue Com¬ 
puter” is the title of an article in 
the January issue of Radio & 
Television News. Author is R. D. 
Horwitz, electronics engineer at 
Convair SD. 



LONG RECORD—A. C. Kla- 
witter, aviation pioneer, has long¬ 
est service record of anyone at 
Convair Fort Worth. It dates 
back to Hall Aluminum, one of 
companies absorbed by Consoli¬ 
dated. 


Foreman at Fort Worth Recalls 


How He Rigged NC-4 For Sea Hop 

When the 50th anniversary of powered flight not long 
ago highlighted the milestones of aviation, memories of 
one of them were particularly clear for Alexander C. Kla- 
witter of Convair Fort Worth. 

The milestone was the first air crossing of the At¬ 
lantic and the reason for Klawitter’s special interest was 
that he helped rig the NC-4, the flying boat that ultimate¬ 
ly made the successful flight. 


Klawitter, whose Convair serv¬ 
ice record dates back to 1926 
when he joined Hall Aluminum 
Co. at Buffalo, a company later 
absorbed by Consolidated, really 
began his aviation career in 1915 
with Curtiss and it was in 1919 
that he worked on the four flying 
boats scheduled to fly the ocean. 

“Of the four planes,” Klawitter 
recalls, “only one of them really 
made the flight successfully.” 

The NC-2 caught fire and burn¬ 
ed in the hangar before the flight. 
The other three were more fortu¬ 
nate in at least taking off from 
Rockaway Beach on May 6, 1919. 
The first leg of the journey was 
to Newfoundland. After a slight 
delay, the NC-4 arrived in the 
Azores on May 17. The NC-1 
landed at sea and sank after its 
crew was picked up by a steamer. 
The NC-3 was damaged in its 
landing in the Azores, so only 
the NC-4 went on to complete the 
flight, landing in Plymouth, Eng¬ 
land, on May 31. 

“Those planes were a far cry 
from our own B-36s that can 
make a trans-Atlantic flight like 
that with no more trouble than 
flying a few miles,” said Klawit¬ 
ter. “But for those NC's to cross 
the Atlantic was quite an achieve¬ 
ment in 1919.” 

Klawitter is the proud posses¬ 


sor of a certificate attesting his 
part in the flight. It was signed 
by Commander G. C. Westervelt, 
of the Construction Corp., USN. 

“The airplane industry has 
gone through a big transition,” 
said the Convair foreman. 
“When I first started out, there 
were not many people in the in¬ 
dustry. Of course, the pay wasn't 
good and 90-hour work weeks 
were quite common.” 

The industry was so small that 
you could meet many of the pio¬ 
neers who since have made names 
for themselves in the field, Kla¬ 
witter related. One of his closest 
friends was Ralph Damon, who 
at that time was a mechanic and 
project engineer for Curtiss. 

“Ralph's come a long way since 
then,” Klawitter said. “He's 
president of TWA now.” 

Klawitter’s record at Convair 
has been as outstanding as his 
all-over record in the aviation in¬ 
dustry. His sheet metal shop 
maintains a good record for high 
quality work and safety. He also 
has numerous Cost Improvement 
Pioposals to his credit. 

Convair's a family affair for 
the Klawitters, too. Both his 
sons-in-law are Convair employ¬ 
ees. Francis J. McGee is a buyer 
and Sam Cocca is a quality con¬ 
trol analyst. 



(Of) All . . . People . . . 

★ ★ ★ ★★★ ★★★ 

Photo series above taken by Convair Pomona Photographer George Baird shows N. L. Bench of 
Pomona reciting Indian prayer in sign language. His remarkable story appears below. 


Here's a Handy Way to Talk - - But it 
Requires an Indian to Understand! 

Convair Pomona's Noah L. “Chief” Bench, who is half Choctaw Indian, can talk 
without using his voice, but it takes another Indian—or someone else with the same 
talent—to understand him. 

For Bench is considered an authority on Indian sign language, and is a frequent 
lecturer on that subject and other Indian lore at Cub and Boy Scout meetings and 
other gatherings. For such occasions he usually dresses in full Indian regalia, includ¬ 
ing beaded moccasins and feathered headdress. 


“I was born in Indian terri¬ 
tory — that's now Oklahoma — 
and I learned sign language al¬ 
most before I learned to talk,” 
Bench said. “But it wasn't until 
a couple of years ago that I 
started giving demonstrations. 
Before that I didn't have the 
courage to appear before crowds. 

“Then I took a course in pub¬ 
lic speaking which did wonders 
for my stage fright, and now I 
enjoy talking to groups.” 

Sign language was original¬ 
ly used as a common language 
by the various American In¬ 
dian tribes, Bench said. Using 
signs, a member of one tribe 
could converse with a member 
of another, even though the 
language of the two might be 
radically different. 

“Each sign represents an ob¬ 
ject, rather than a letter of the 
alphabet,” Bench said. “For in¬ 
stance, one sign means bear, an¬ 
other deer, another hunger, and 
so on. The signs may be given in 
rapid succession to convey a com¬ 
plete message.” 

Bench is also interested in 
practically all other phases of In¬ 
dian lore. He has collections of 
Indian art—mostly paintings by 
his sister and a nephew—pottery, 
weaving and wood carvings. One 
small vase in his pottery collec¬ 
tion is over 100 years old, and 
was given to him from a famous 
collection. 

He is also interested in miner¬ 
alogy, and at present is vice- 
president of the CRA Rock- 
hounds at Convair Pomona. 

As a teen-age boy, Bench at¬ 
tended Carlisle Indian School at 
Carlisle, Pa., the alma mater of 
the famous athlete Jim Thorpe. 

“Although Thorpe graduated 
several years before my time, he 
made several visits to the cam¬ 
pus while I was there,” Bench 
recalled. “I was active in several 
sports, and Thorpe was my 
ideal.” 

Bench has been connected with 
aviation in one capacity or an¬ 
other since 1919, when he joined 
the Army Air Corps. Although 
he has been with Convair Po¬ 
mona only a little less than two 
years, he was with Convair San 
Diego for about six months in 
1935, shortly after the company 
established the plant there. 

In the early 1930’s, Bench 
found opportunity to cash in on 
his Indian background by work¬ 
ing as an extra—as an Indian, 
naturally—in the movies. 

“I was working for an aircraft 
plant in the Los Angeles area at 
the time, but business was slow,” 
Bench said. “We would get in an 
order and work until it was com¬ 
pleted. Then everyone would be 
laid off until the next order came 
in. When that happened, I was 
usually able to find a job as an 
extra, and that would tide me 
over until the next order came 
in.” 



FULL HOUSE—Some years ago Mr. and Mrs. Francis Weismantel 
(she is in SD’s Dept. 22) set out to raise a family of ten children. 
Here they are with result. Count 'em. 


Family of Ten Children Fulfills 
Childhood Proposal For SD Pair 


“Let's get married some day 
and raise ten children. ...” 

At age 14 it’s probably a fairly 
widely heard suggestion, but the 
mortality rate of childhood ro¬ 
mances being what it is, the 
chances of materializing are as¬ 
tronomical. 

And yet it happened, just like 
the story book, to Frances Weis¬ 
mantel now of Dept. 22 at San 
Diego. She was Frances Zalesky 
then and Francis Weismantel 
(now employed at Ryan at San 
Diego) was her schoolday sweet¬ 
heart in Spokane. The years 
passed but the proposal stood 
good and in 1937 they married 
arid set about the balance of the 
bargain. Last Christmas there 
were 12 around the tree! 

“I guess there are larger fami¬ 
lies than ours, but we are certain¬ 
ly in the higher ‘income deduc¬ 
tion' bracket!” Mrs. Weismantel 
commented as she ticked off the 
names: Mary, 15; Helen, 14; 
Frances, 13; Tony, 11; Bobby, 
10; Agnes, 9; Cathrine, 7; Joa- 
aime, 5; Joseph, 4; Louise, 2. 

(Incidentally, the Weismantels 
had some neighbors destined for 
fame, back in those days in Spo¬ 
kane. The Crosby family lived 
not far away and both Bing and 
★ ★ ★ 


Bob were classmates of theirs. 
Weismantel also was a classmate 
of Bing's at Gonzaga University.) 

“Naturally it takes some bud¬ 
geting to raise a large family,” 
Mrs. Weismantel explained. “But 
none of our problems has been 
insurmountable. The trick is to 
assign tasks and responsibilities 
within the family. As soon as a 
child is old enough he takes over 
his share of duties.” 

Mrs. Weismantel, a former 
legal secretary, has been with 
Convair about two years. 



When I told you to be firm 
with Mother, I didn’t expect you 
to put her in a strait-jacket. 


Trapeze for Polio Sufferer Among Presents 


A three-year-old Convair boy, 
Gale Barker, son of E. C. 
Barker of Dept. 36 at SD, was 
recovering a bit faster from 
polio this week thanks to the 
thoughtfulness of Convair as¬ 
sociates and friends of his 
father. 

Gale now has a trick trapeze 
over his bed at county hospital 
which is helping him regain the 
full use of his arms. The device 
and other Christmas presents 
were from members of Depts. 
5, 8 and 10-3 and Barker this 


week asked Convairiety to con¬ 
vey his appreciation. 

Incidentally, the Weismantel 
family described in the accom¬ 
panying story isn’t the only 
one with ten children. The 
Barkers number that many, too. 
Beside Gale there are Pearl 
(wife of Herman Peters of 
Dept. 45 SD), Paul, 17; 
Thomas, 16; Patricia, 13; 
Donald, and Ronald, 11-year- 
old twins; Douglas, 9; Dana 
and Kay, also twins, 7; Tim¬ 
othy, 5. 
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HAM, HAM AND MORE HAM—These smiling faces are proof enough of how 25 (one's missing 
from picture) lucky Daingerfield employees felt when they received premium hams in annual pre- 
Christmas CRA giveaway. J. E. Arnold, Convair Daingerfield division manager, is at rear. 


Pinkerton Exhibit 'Most Popular 7 
At Recent Stamp and Coin Exhibit 

Convair FW stamp and coin collectors had their hey¬ 
day recently at their annual exhibit held at the CRA 
center. 

There were all sorts of prizes on hand for all sorts of 
exhibits prepared by enthusiastic collectors. 


In charge of the show was J. 
D. White, CRA stamp and coin 
comissioner, who presented the 
series of prizes to division con¬ 
test winners and other people 
attending the competition. 

H. H. Pinkerton won the “most 
popular exhibit” category with 
his display of United States cur¬ 
rency. He received two decks 
of cards with reproductions of 
U. S. five and ten cent stamps 
on the backs. 

The door prize went to Mrs. 
W. A. Stroman of San Angelo. 
She received a glass ashtray with 
a reproduction of the $1 Trans- 
Mississippi stamp in the bottom. 

E. C. Hinckley, Sr. guessed 
the exact amount of stamps in 
a fish bowl and won the bowl 
with 4,321 stamps for his effort. 

A. J. Klug of Denver, Colo., 
received a box of candy for his 
guess on a vase full of pennies. 
He chose 1,250 and tied with 
1,248 and 1,250 guesses. There 
were 1,249 pennies in the vase. 
A drawing was made to break the 
tie. 

Exhibit winners in the covers 
classification were Mrs. L. J. 
Robinson with UN first-day cov¬ 
ers, and J. M. Frost with a dem¬ 
onstration of uncacheted covers. 
They took first and second prizes 
respectively. 

Gene Fouts with a demonstra¬ 
tion of collecting took first prize 
in the U.S. category and Jim 
White took second place with his 
U.S. airmails complete. 

In the foreign classification, 
Charles Hinckley's display of 
Luxembourg stamps took first 
place and Gene Fouts and his 
Israel stamps took second place. 

Jack Frost's demonstration of 
semi-postals and Charles Hinck¬ 
ley's chess on stamps received 

Beginners 1 Luck Bags 
Deer for CRA Hunter 

Three Convair rifle and pistol 
club members from the Dainger¬ 
field Division made a hunting 
trip profitable recently, thanks to 
beginners luck, or hunting ability 
or some undetermined quirk of 
fate. 

E. M. German, M. E. Snod¬ 
grass and F. J. White of Dept. 
6 took to the woods in South 
Texas to see what they could 
bag during hunting season. 

It was the first trip for Snod¬ 
grass and he was eager to see 
if he might be lucky enough to 
have venison for dinner at some 
time in the future. 

He was. He killed a four-point 
and an eight-point deer, much 
to the chagrin of seasoned hunt¬ 
ers German and White. 

He divided his kill with the 
other not-so-fortunate hunters 
who were still a bit surprised 
with Snodgrass' luck. 


first and second prizes respec¬ 
tively in topicals. 

H. H. Pinkerton with his U.S. 
currency exhibit copped the top 
honors in the coins and currency 
class, with Jim White and his 
“How to Collect Coins” display 
taking second place. 

In the junior exhibit, Don 
Bowen and his U.S. first-day cov¬ 
ers and Dick Robinson and his 
collection of the same topic won 
the first and second prizes re¬ 
spectively. 

Gift certificates redeemable at 
local dealers were awarded to 
the winners. 

Gordon Bleuler of Dallas, Sam 
E. Banks, of Bell Aircraft, and 
Dr. L. A. Bernhardi of Fort 
Worth were judges for the affair. 

Convair Aeromodelers 
Named to Offices 

Convair FW model airplane en¬ 
thusiasts ran away with the 
honors during the last meeting of 
the Fort Worth Sahib Club. The 
organization is a model airplane 
control line club with members 
from Fort Worth and adjoining 
areas. 

R. J. Heist, CRA model air¬ 
plane commissioner, was elected 
president of the club for 1954. 
Doug Wilkinson, also of Convair, 
was elected vice president. 

E. E. Scott, Dept. 24-1, was 
chosen for the secretary-treasur¬ 
er job. 

Trophies were also awarded 
for high point winners of the 
series of monthly contests held 
in Forest Park. 

Bruce Norman, of engineering, 
won the high point trophy for 
1953, and Dickie Heist, son of 
R. J. Heist, won the junior trophy. 

Contests are held the first 
Sunday of each month in Forest 
Park. Heist extended an invita¬ 
tion to all Convair employees to 
come out and watch the event. 


CRA Hams Offer 
Services Fridays 

Bob Raines, CRA radio com¬ 
missioner, this week reminded 
Convair employees the “hams” 
are at work each Friday night to 
try their hand at making con¬ 
tacts in distant places. 

Several different methods are 
used in making the calls (Con- 
vairiety, Dec. 16.), but Raines 
said the hams would try the 
easiest and best way to reach 
the designated party. 

The service is available at 
7:30 p.m. each Friday. Employees 
may leave written messages in 
the mailbox at the CRA center. 


25 Employees Get 
Hams from CRA 

Twenty-five lucky families had 
ham for dinner on Christmas 
day, thanks to Daingerfield Con¬ 
vair Recreeation ssociation. CRA 
gave away 25 premium hams at 
it annual Christmas drawing on 
Dec. 22. 

The lucky winners were: Don 
Glover, R. N. Bean, W. T. Mc¬ 
Kinney, R. T. Day, R. W. Bas¬ 
sett, J. F. Christian, Doris Stuc¬ 
key, Lou Frank Freeman, Joann 
Rust, Madeline Hoff. 

A. C. Caldwell, C. D. Frix, 0. 
I. Fink, J. M. Debenport, W. T. 
Reynolds, L. Lee, G. E. Clifton, 
M. J. Davis, K. L. Goin, L. Tay¬ 
lor, W. L. Johnson, D. W. Son- 
heim, G. H. Thomas, W. D. Alex¬ 
ander and J. E. Arnold, Dainger¬ 
field Division manager. 

Variety Scheduled 

For CRA Bridge 

Wendell Eldred, CRA bridge 
commissioner, announced this 
week that play has been resumed 
at the CRA center. 

Scheduled for this Friday, Jan. 
15, is a party night session. This 
type of bridge will be played 
each first and third Friday of 
the month. 

The weekly duplicate section 
will change its type of game for 
the next few months from “pair” 
to “individual” type. This means 
that each player will have a new 
partner for each hand. 

“This should increase attend¬ 
ance,” said Eldred, “since you 
don't have to bring a partner, 
and our better pairs will be 
forced to split up. Everybody 
will have a better chance to win.” 

Eldred also stressed that each 
player would have a better chance 
to improve his skill by gaining 
experience with better players, 
as well as beginners. 

Duplicate individual play will 
be held at 7:30 p.m. each Friday. 

Further information may be ob¬ 
tained from Eldred, ext. 6235, or 
the CRA office, ext. 5141. 

CRA, Management Club 
Seek Convair Talent 

A search for talent is under 
way at Convair FW Division. 

L. C. “Red” Calhoun is look¬ 
ing for Convair talent to fill in 
the entertainment end of Con¬ 
vair Management Club programs. 
And C. J. Hall, business manager 
of CRA, decided it was a good 
idea to have a list of Convair 
talent on hand. 

They're looking for singers, 
dancers, magicians and generally 
anyone with talent who would be 
willing to perform for Convair 
functions. 

Anyone knowing of people who 
would be willing to sign jap for 
performances are requested to 
call the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


CRA Activities 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 p.m. 
each Sunday at CRA Ranch for everyone with own equipment. Range open from 6 to 
10 p.m. each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. Regular play 7-10 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. VV. C. Stripling Jr. High. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknics, commissioner, ext. 6210. Basketball workout every 
Wednesday, 7 to 10 p.m., at W. C. Stripling Jr. High School. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick. commissioner, ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, 
Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Monthly meeting Jan. 21, 8:00 p.m. 
Rehearsals for “Blood of the Lamb”, 7:30 p.m., Monday, Wednesday, Friday, CRA 
Playhouse. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. Plant-wide fish rodeo now under 
way. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Ice skating every night ice is 
in Will Rogers Coliseum, 8 to 10 p.m. Tickets available at CRA office, ext. 5141. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 6135. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 7106. Regular meeting 
every Tuesday 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7127. Bob Sloan, ext. 7111, second shift 
co-ordinator. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA office, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and danc¬ 
ing for beginners, 7 to 8 p.m. and advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday at North- 
side Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 2250. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tuesdays at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Regular play 7:30 p.m. 
Jan. 17, 19 at CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 5292. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. every 
Monday at Ernest Parker Gym. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, commissioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at CRA Center; for second and third 
shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 



BOWLING—Velma Lilley. commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 
HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING AND FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 
MODEL AIRPLANES—D. P. Cumming, Dept. 1, ext. 380. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 


McMichael Nudges Ball for 
Washer Pitching Championship 


Pete Ball of Convair Daingerfield Division has been 
nudged from his top-ranking berth as washer champion 
by smooth-pitching J. E. McMichael. 

1 This is the first time Ball has failed to take first place 
in tournaments. He is a painter in the maintenance de¬ 
partment and McMichael is a re¬ 
search group engineer in jet en¬ 
gine group. 

In sanitation, Luster Taylor 
copped first place honors and 
Early Kennedy took the runner- 
up position. Taylor has won all 
but one of the singles washer 
tournaments in his section. 

McMichael was presented with 
a toaster and Ball a lamp. Taylor 


received a thermaster and Ken¬ 
nedy a cooler. 

Ball, washer pitching com¬ 
missioner at Daingerfield said: 

“We feel we had a really good 
tournament here. The competi¬ 
tion was keen and interest was 
high. We hope the rest of the 
tournaments will be equally suc¬ 
cessful.” 



PITCHING PERFECTION—This quartet from Daingerfield re¬ 
cently showed other washer pitchers how it's done. They took first 
and second places in the contest. Standing, left to right, are: J. E. 
McMichael and Pete Ball. In the foreground are Luster Taylor and 
Early Kennedy. All in quartet won CRA prizes. 
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HEP HOOPSTERS—These energetic looking guys make up the Tech Rep team, 
one of seven CRA-sponsored cage quintets currently competing in city leagues 
and intra-plant leagues. At left, they try a free-throw. (Ball is out of picture above 


camera's sight.) Center, they scramble for possession of ball. At right, you get an 
idea of what a game looks like from atop the backboard. The Tech Reps were 
matched against the Engineering five for this game. 


Convair Hoopsters Start Season 
With Seven Teams Competing 

An early win-loss record of 3-0 was boasted last week 
by Dept. 28-1 in CRA’s intra-plant basketball competition, 
while CRA teams in two city leagues likewise led their 
fields. 

Dept. 28-1 made its record three consecutive wins by 


Joyce Hendry Emerges Victor 
Of Six Sharpshooter Contests 

Shoes of all sizes, shapes and descriptions turned up on 
pictorial display in the last monthly CRA Sharpshooters 
contest. 

The Sharpshooters are a segment of the CRA camera 
activity who banded together to try to improve their skills. 


trouncing Dept. 48 last Wednes¬ 
day. W. L. Bierwirth manages 
the Dept. 28-1 quintet, while 
T. W. Peacock heads the Dept. 
48 squad. 

Other results in Wednesday’s 
games included a 39-27 victory 
for the Tech Reps over the En¬ 
gineers. J. W. McCune manages 
the Rep team and J. B. Hayden 
leads the Engineers. 

In city-wide play, the Convair 
team is off to a good start with 
a 2-0 record. Managed by T. H. 
Moore, the team plays in the 
American League. 

The CRA five playing in the 
city commercial league has a 2-1 
record under the management of 
A. C. Hicks. They were nosed out 
by Triangle Construction 52-42. 

Several other games were 
scheduled for last week, but re¬ 
sults were not available at Con- 
vairiety press time. 

“The boys are doing a good 
job,” said Ed Tucknies, CRA 
basketball commissioner, “and 
they could use a little boosting. If 



OOOPS—Reaching high for 
the elusive birdie is pretty Thel¬ 
ma Harrison, wife of Roy Har¬ 
rison, Dept. 8. She is one of the 
more enthusiastic badminton 
players who meets with the CRA 
group Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at W. C. Stripling Jr. High. 


you like basketball and want to 
see some good games, come on 
out and watch the boys.” 

Times and places of games are 
available at the CRA office, ext. 
5141 or in the local newspaper. 


erate that camera without em¬ 
ploying the rather painful and 
tedious trial-and-error method. 

Or at least that’s the opinion 
of Aaron Murray, second shift 
camera activity co-ordinator. 

Murray is starting a series of 
classes this month for precisely 
the purpose of helping the novice 
or relatively inexperienced cam¬ 
era enthusiast learn the easy way 
to take a good picture. 

“Too many people have to go 
through too long a process until 
they begin learning what’s wrong 
with their picture-taking proced¬ 
ure,” said Murray. 

“That’s why we’re starting 
these classes. It doesn’t matter 
whether you’ve got a $5 or $500 
camera. It doesn’t do you much 
good if you can’t take good pic¬ 
tures with it. 

“All you need is a little funda¬ 
mental knowledge and in no time 

CRA Dramatists 
To Meet Jan. 21 

CRA Wing and Masque players 
will get together for their month¬ 
ly meeting Jan. 21 at the CRA 
Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 

E. Stanton Brown, CRA drama 
commissioner, said the general 
activities of the organization 
would be discussed at that time, 
as well as plans for the coming 
year. 

A one-act play will also be 
presented. The meeting opens at 
8. p.m. 

Cast members for Clyde Shrell’s 
three-act original drama “Blood 
of the Lamb” will be announced 
at the meeting. Technical assist¬ 
ants will also be named at this 
time. 

Brown urged all members to 
attend. Further information may 
be obtained from him at ext. 5242 
or the CRA office 5141. 


Air Model Meeting 
Planned for Jan. 20 

CRA model airplane hobby¬ 
ists will meet Jan. 20 at the 
CRA center, according to R. 
J. Heist, commissioner. 

The meeting for all groups 
will be held at 7:30 p.m. A 
film has been ordered from 
Washington for the meeting. 

Heist urged anyone inter¬ 
ested in model airplane work 
to attend the meeting. He may 
be contacted at ext. 6135. 


you’ll be taking professional¬ 
looking pictures.” 

Enrollees are promised, in ad¬ 
dition to their training, films, 
lectures, field trips, studio ses¬ 
sions and demonstrations. 

“And besides all that,” said 
Murray, “we’ve got a well-equip¬ 
ped darkroom and studio.” 

Class meets 10 a.m. to noon 
Jan. 18 at the CRA center. For 
further information contact Mur¬ 
ray at 4180, second shift. 

Wing and Masque 
To Stage Original 
Play by Clyde Shrell 

CRA Wing and Masque is 
headed toward another production 
-—this one unusual for a little 
theatre group. 

On the slate for February pre¬ 
sentation is an original drama by 
Clyde Shrell of Convair FW en¬ 
gineering depatment, entitled, 
“Blood of the Lamb.” 

The three-act psychological 
drama was written by Shrell as 
his thesis production at the Uni¬ 
versity of Texas. He will direct 
the play for the Wing and Mas¬ 
que players. 

Tryouts for the cast were con¬ 
ducted last week but final cast¬ 
ing had not been completed by 
Convairiety press time. Shrell 
announced five of the eleven cast 
members. They are Jeanne Clark, 
Donald Hall, Murrel Morris, 
James Ratcliff and Paula Halsey. 

The drama is set in the delta 
country of North Louisiana and 
revolves around a young boy’s 
dilemma over a new suit. The 
author classifies his play in the 
same category as “Death of a 
Salesman.” 

Performances will be Feb. 12, 
13, 19, 20 at the CRA Playhouse, 
2966 Park Hill Drive. 


They specialize in dreaming up 
hard-to-photograph subjects much 
as a professional photographer 
might run across daily. 

They held six contests during 
the year and chose such topics 
as animals, leaves, glassware, 
etc. Judges were named and 
winners were chosen. 

In the last of the six monthly 
contests, Marie Orrick, wife of 
Stan Orrick, CRA camera com¬ 
missioner, took first prize. Sec¬ 
ond was Jim Hendry, third was 
Joyce Hendry and fourth was 
Dick Wolanski. 

Grand prize winners were also 
named at this meeting. Through¬ 
out the year the group contribu¬ 
ted prize money for the final 
winners. 

An entry fee of 50 cents was 
charged for each of the six con¬ 
tests. Cash prizes of $1 and 50 
cents were awarded the first and 
second place in each of the 
monthly contests, with the bal¬ 
ance of the entry fees retained 
in a “kitty” for the grand prize. 

Fifty per cent of the final total 
went to the winner, 30 per cent 
to the second place winner, and 
20 per cent to the third place 
winner. 

Joyce Hendry accumulated a 
total of 48 points to take the 
first prize. Marie Orrick, with 
41 and a half points, copped the 


second prize money. Third was 
Jim Hendry with 37 and a half 
points. 

W. H. Shell, chah’man of the 
Sharpshooters, discussed plans 
for their next series of contests 
at the meeting held Jan. 11. A 
new chairman was also elected 
at the meeting. 

The regular camera activity 
meeting on Jan. 4 featured an 
Ansco slide lecture entitled “Bet¬ 
ter Vacation Pictures”. A dis¬ 
cussion period on future pro¬ 
grams was also held. 

Four Match Skill in 
New Orleans Play 

Convair’s table tennis players 
left for the weekend again last 
week to try their skill with top¬ 
flight table tennis players at the 
New Orleans Tournament. 

According to John Rangel, CRA 
table tennis commissioner, Lydia 
Norman was slated to be one of 
the top contenders for the wo¬ 
men’s singles title. Peggy Lance 
also promised to be close in the 
running. 

Louie Lancer and Lydia Nor¬ 
man were scheduled to team their 
skill in mixed doubles as top 
favorites during the two day 
meet. Tom Lance will also play. 



STAIRWAY STARS—Stars of the stairway and the Lockhart 
family are Caroline and Sue, daughters of George Lockhart of 
engineering. Lockhart's shot above recently won first prize in the 
quarterly camera activity contest—and with two pretty girls like 
that, how could ANY photographer miss? 



Second-Shift Shutterbugs Have 
Chance to Learn Fundamentals 

Did Santa bring you a camera for Christmas? 

Or do you have one at home you don’t use because you 
never could get good pictures with it? 

If so and if you’re a second shift Convair FW employee 
or member of a Convair family, you can learn how to op- 
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Health Checks 


Routine at FW 


READINGS—Bob Shockley of FW health physics unit takes 
radioactivity reading (above) with long handled probe used when 
dealing with high sources of radiation. In center photo he prepares 
to test air. 


Anti-Ring Drive Aims 
At Preserving Fingers 

Interested in seeing that sentiment doesn’t interfere 
with safety, Convair this week urged production em¬ 
ployees to remember to remove rings and bracelets be¬ 
fore they start to work. 

Two employees at Convair Fort 
Worth have lost fingers during 
the last two months because they 
were wearing rings. Similar 
cases also were reported from 
San Diego. In at least two in¬ 
stances, employees were letting 
themselves down from elevations 
when rings caught and so mutil¬ 
ated fingers that amputation was 
necessary. 

Under sudden strain, many 
rings are as lethal as butcher 
knives. 

“We have the utmost respect 
for wedding or fraternal rings,” 

Fred Temple, FW safety super¬ 
visor, said. “However, we also 
feel an obligation to warn Con¬ 
vair people of the hazards they 
involve. 

“Taking off jewelry before 
work is a simple task but an im¬ 
portant one. When you remove 
a ring from your finger before 
the job is started you are making 
sure you will have a finger left 
when the job is done.” 


LOVE AND DANGER — A 
wedding ring, token of affection, 
also can be key to hazard, when 
worn on job. There have been 
authentic instances at both SD 
and FW when employees have 
lost fingers because rings caugjit 
when they were leaping from 
work stands. Ring shown above 
also cost a finger when it caught 
in power machinery. 


- r~ 


OUCH! — Millard Martin of 
Dept. 14 Pomona reenacts acci¬ 
dent in which safety shoe saved 
his foot. He was lifting 50-pound 
cart from truck when it slipped. 
Shoe's steel cap absorbed most 
of blow and Martin escaped with 
minor bruise. 


COMING DOWN — B. N. 
Cook is alive to tell the tale— 
thanks to his safety helmet—of 
how a wrench fell 44 feet at Fort 
Worth and struck him on the 
noggin. Force of blow is evident 
from dents in helmet. Cook, how¬ 
ever, was unhurt. 


Convair Fort Worth is 
constantly having its “tem 
perature” taken these days, 
regardless of the state of 
the weather outside. 

Determining just how 
“hot” it may be at any 
given moment in any cer¬ 
tain spot is the business of 
specialists of the health 
physics group of personnel 
department who spend a 
good part of their time 
measuring radioactivity in 
and around the plant. 

Everyone is exposed to radia¬ 
tion every day. 

In the words of Frank Pas¬ 
chal, health physics administrator 
at FW: 

“Everyone is living in a small 
field of radiation and there’s no 
need to be concerned about it. 

“Radiation comes from cosmic 
rays, from the small amounts of 
radioactive material in all liquids 
and solids and from the radio¬ 
active gases in the air we 
breathe.” 

Each week the plant and its 
environs are surveyed with a 
varied assortment of instruments 
which measure radio activity. 
Some of the survey results are 
checked in a room with walls 
three feet thick. It is designed 
to keep out any sort of interfer¬ 
ence from ordinary outside radia¬ 
tion in the air. 

“There’s never enough radia 
tion in the air for anyone to 
worry about,” said Paschal. 

Physicists and all other em¬ 
ployees who are working with 
radioactive materials are moni 
tored by two small personnel in 
struments. One of these contains 
X-ray film which darkens when 
exposed to radiation. 

A fountain-pen like instrument 
is another personal radiation 
measure for personnel. Both this 
and the film arrangement allow 
employees working around radia¬ 
tion a check themselves and to 
make certain that they don’t re¬ 
ceive an overexposure. 

In taking a reading, the health 
physicist must consider the dif¬ 
ferent types of radiation and in¬ 
tensities' and the proper instru¬ 
ment to do the job. One type has 
a long probe with an indicating 
meter on one end. This enables 
the person to measure high fields 
of radiation and still stay at a 
safe distance. 

“The safety of the employee 
is always considered first,” said 
Paschal. “Radiation as we know 
it in our everyday lives is noth¬ 
ing to be feared. We come in 
contact with it constantly—like 
luminous dials on a wrist watch 
or an X-ray, or just in the air, 
water and soil around us.” 

The health physicists make 
periodic checks at all places 
where radiation conceivably could 
endanger any employee, such as 
places where radioactive mate¬ 
rials are used to X-ray landing 
gear components to detect pos¬ 
sible internal and invisible flaws, 
or around the dispensary where 
an X-ray machine is used fre¬ 
quently. 

“Our entire job,” said Paschal, 
“h to make certain that there is 
no dangerous exposure to any 
employee, whether or not he is 
concerned with a project in which 
radioactive materials are used.” 


EASY NOW—Shockley monitors as John Standefer (right) re¬ 
moves radioactive material from lead container at Convair Fort 
Worth. Special white garments are valuable in protecting them 
from radiation. 

South Americans Hail 
First 340 as Others 
Make Caribbean Debut 

Convair-built twin-engine transports recently passed 
these important milestones: 

The 501st aircraft based on the Convair-Liner design was de- 
livered at San Diego; 

First Convair-Liner model 340 scheduled for operation in South 
America departed for Caracas, Venezuela; 

Seven additional 340’s were turned over to foreign and domestic 
airlines during December; 

Two airlines, Delta C & S Air Lines and KLM, put Convair-Liner 
model 340’s into scheduled service over Caribbean routes for the 
~ first time. 

Slogans in Ethiopia 


Plug Convair-Liner 

Slogans submitted by em¬ 
ployees of Ethiopian Air Lines 
recently developed a wide variety 
of catchy sentences featuring 
Convair-Liners which EAL flies. 
Among them are: 

“Going by air ? Go by Con¬ 
vair!”; “People who care go by 
Convair”; “Take a Convairca- 
tion”; “You’ve flown the rest. 
Now fly the best”; “For a jour¬ 
ney fair, choose Convair.” 

Texas Co. Convair 
Makes Fast Trip 

The Texas Co.’s Convair-Liner 
340 executive model turned in a 
remarkable flying performance 
Dec. 5, flying non-stop from San 
Antonio, Tex., to Teterboro, N.J., 
in five hours and 10 minutes. 

The model 340 made the block 
to block trip of 1,575 miles at an 
average speed of 306 miles per 
hour. Flight average was 310 
miles per hour. 

Best time logged during the 
trip was 367 miles per hour be¬ 
tween Pine Bluff, Ark., and Mem¬ 
phis, Tenn., according to H. I. 
Morgan, Convair service repre¬ 
sentative. 
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Co’mon out, Elmer, this is the 
assessor, he thinks we have a 
dog. 


A T-29C “Flying Classroom” 
was turned over to the Air Force 
at San Diego Jan. 4 as the 501st 
twin-engine aircraft of the Con¬ 
vair-Liner design to be delivered 
since the first Convair-Liner 240 
became a part of the American 
Airlines fleet in January, 1948. 
Since then, 40-passenger 240’s 
and 44-passenger 340’s have been 
delivered to or ordered by 33 
domestic and foreign airlines. 
These transports have logged 
more than nine billion (9,000,000,- 
000) passenger miles in world¬ 
wide service. 

Four versions of the T-29 have 
been produced for the Air Force 
since the first T-29A was deliver¬ 
ed in 1950. T-29B’s were pro¬ 

duced in quantity, while T-29C 
navigator-bombardier trainers 
and T-29D special bombardier 
trainers are now in production. 

In addition, the first C-131A 
“Flying Samaritan,” also based 
on the T-29 design, is scheduled 
to be delivered early in 1954. 

Aerovias Venezolanas (Aven- 
sa), an affiliate of Pan American 
World Airways, departed from 
San Diego late in December with 
the first of three 340’s on order 
for use in South America. The 
delivery flight was made to Ca¬ 
racas, Venezuela, where a crew¬ 
training program is now being 
conducted before the 340 is put 
into service over a domestic 
route system of 2,000 miles, ac¬ 
cording to B. W. Lawrence, Pan 
American representative at Con¬ 
vair. 

Other Convair-Liner 340’s de¬ 
livered in December included two 
each to KLM and Compania 
Mexicana de Aviacion S. A. and 
one each to Delta C & S and 
United Air Lines bringing the 
total number delivered to 139. 

Delta C & S placed Convair- 
Liner 340’s into scheduled service 
over Caribbean routes after fly¬ 
ing a proving run in November. 
KLM has assigned model 340’s to 
its West Indies division to fly 
routes that will include stops at 
Caracas, Venezuela, various is¬ 
lands in the Caribbean and 
Miami. Fla. 
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SNOWSTORM?—At first glance it looks as though a blizzard is covering a B-36! Actually, it's 
a fire fighting test and "snow" is foam smothering a practice blaze. Salvage B-36 fuselage damaged 
beyond repair in 1952 Labor Day storm is used to try out new 0-10 trucks at Fort Worth Division 


Management Club Roll 
Expected to Pass 1,900 

Membership in the Convair FW Management Club is 
expected to top last year’s 1,900, according to Miles Rog¬ 
ers, membership chairman. 

At presstime, 1645 flat salaried personnel had signed 
up, with more than 900 others eligible. 


Con-Trib-Club 
Emergency Aid 
Plan Praised 

Convair employees Con-Trib-Club Emergency Aid pro¬ 
gram was praised as unique to all American industry and 
a “highly successful project” at the January meeting of 
the Fort Worth Council of Social Agencies. 


in demonstration. 

New Fire Trucks 
Aim Nozzles in 
Realistic Drills 

Old B-36 fuselages and tail 
sections, damaged and aban¬ 
doned after the 1952 Labor Day 
tornado at Fort Worth, proved 
themselves not entirely useless 
recently when they served as a 
test ground for new 0-10 fire 
fighting equipment at Fort 
Worth Division. 

The treatment was a bit 
rough, though not so violent as 
the tornado. 

Blazes started in the old 
hulks were quickly extinguished 
as firemen under Fire Chief C. 
H. Jones went through their 
paces in training tests, splatter¬ 
ing the flames with a soapy 
layer of foam squirting from 
truck nozzles. Procedure is 
similar to that firemen would 
follow in case of emergencies. 

The foam itself is created by 
a combination of soy beans, 
coconut oil and water plus a 
few other ingredients, highly 
effective in bringing airplane 
fires under control. Special 
equipment used in the drill in¬ 
cluded protective clothing and 
crash helmets which enabled 
firemen to ignore the intense 
heat while fire fighting. 

Nautilus Slides 
Off the Ways 

Convair was represented by its 
board chairman and two vice- 
presidents at Groton, Connecticut, 
last week when Electric Boat 
Division of General Dynamics 
Corp. launched the worlds first 
atomic warship, the submarine 
Nautilus. 

Present were J. V. Naish, Con¬ 
vair executive vice-president, and 
August C. Esenwein, a Convair 
vice-president and manager of 
the Fort Worth Division. 

Presiding at the ceremonies 
was John Jay Hopkins, chairman 
of the Board of Directors of both 
General Dynamics and of Con¬ 
vair. General Dynamics is the 
largest single shareholder in Con¬ 
vair. 

Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
christened the historic craft by 
breaking a bottle of domestic 
champagne over the prow. The 
event was a triumph for Con- 
vair’s sister concern, marking 
many months of trail blazing in 
building the first ship to be 
powered by nuclear energy. Press 
reports stated that trial runs are 
some months away, however, as 
the atomic power plant is not yet 
complete. 


Membership in the Fort Worth 
and San Diego clubs have been 
roughly parallel. Currently, the 
San Diego total is just over 2,000 
members. 

Rogers said he believes the ex¬ 
cellent early returns were due to 
the all-out effort of each depart¬ 
ment chairman. 

“These chairmen were chosen 
in each department for their 
genuine interest in the Manage¬ 
ment Club and with the thought 
in mind that membership must be 
based on a desire to join for the 
benefits available and the worth 
of such benefits,” said Rogers. 

Miles pointed out that benefits 
derived from membership were— 
social contacts with men of other 
departments, knowledge gained 
from educational programs and 
available books, the opportunity 
to work in an organization dedi¬ 
cated to improving management 
in all its phases. 

Officers for this year's Man¬ 
agement Club are: Jack Brittain, 
president, Andy Clement, vice 
president (days), W. F. Sutton, 
vice president (nights), S. J. Mid¬ 
dleton, recording secretary, G. E. 
Symm, corresponding secretary, 
N. L. Johnson, treasurer. 

A. E. Northcott, program chair¬ 
man, M. E. Caraway, personal de¬ 
velopment chairman, M. A. 
Rogers, membership chairman, 
Jim Massey, reception chairman, 
Jim Shackelford, special events 
chairman, T. G. Croft, constitu¬ 
tion and bylaws chairman, W. L. 
Johnson, ways and means chair¬ 
man, P. H. Billan, club historian, 
Jack Fain, ticket distribution 
chairman, I. B. Hale, sergeant-at- 
arms, Jack Shaver, property 
guardian, H. E. Lee, audit and 
budget, M. M. Holloway, public 
relations. Dick Craig is chair¬ 
man of the board. 


Larson Installed as 
IAS Vice President 

J. W. Larson, chief engineer at 
Convair FW, was installed as 
vice-president of the Institute of 
Aeronautical Sciences this week 
at the 22nd annual meeting of 
the organization in New York 
City. 

Offices in the institute, which 
has approximately 9,000 mem¬ 
bers, are held by distinguished 
figures in the aviation world. 


New Mark Set 
In Bond Buying 
At Convair FW 

The John B. Lee family has set 
a new record at Convair FW. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee last week 
bought $27,000 worth of United 
States Savings Bonds — the 
largest individual purchase in his¬ 
tory at Convair FW. 

Half the amount of bonds is in 
the name of Lee and half in his 
wife’s name. (A $20,000 limit on 
Series E bonds to one individual 
has been set by the U. S. Treas¬ 
ury Dept.) 

Lee, a Convair employee for 
eight years, is in Dept. 27-4. 

At time of this purchase there 
were 12,079 employees participat¬ 
ing in Convair FW’s weekly bond 
deduction program. This is over 
6G per cent of all employees. 

Their purchases total $381,- 
969.75 per week or nearly six per 
cent of the total payroll. 


The speaker was John Joyce, 
executive director of the Family 
Service Association, which works 
hand in hand with Con-Trib-Club 
in its handling of financial grants 
to distressed Convair families in 
certain emergency circumstances. 

FSA—at no cost to Con-Trib- 
Club—p rovides case work for 
C-T-C when requested. 

Present at the council meeting, 
in addition to the regular mem¬ 
bership, were J. B. Ellis, employee 
service supervisor representing 
Convair, and Claude Ingle, mem¬ 
ber of the C-T-C board of direc¬ 
tors and also a member of C-T-C’s 
Emergency Aid Committee. 

They heard Joyce explain in 
some detail the manner in which 
FSA and Con - Trib - Club have 
been working together for the 
past six months on a trial basis. 

At conclusion of his report, 
which described the operation as 
unique in industry, the council 
voted unanimously to continue its 
share of the work indefinitely. 

Joyce’s report showed that 124 
formal applications had been con¬ 
sidered by Con-Trib-Club in the 
first six months of operation, and 
(Continued on page 2) 

British MP Finds 
Plant Impressive 

Convair FW’s distinguished 
visitor last week was duly im¬ 
pressed with not only B-36s, but 
with Convair employees as well. 

Said Alfred Robens, member of 
the British Parliament: 

“I’m quite impressed with the 
air of efficiency that reigns over 
the plant.” 

Robens also was impressed 
when told unclassified statistics 
concerning the B-36. 

He was greeted by B. G. Reed, 
assistant division manager, and 
taken on a tour of the plant by 
Malcolm Holloway and Larry 
Kayes, Dept. 2-5 administrative 
assistants. 


Freeze Brings 
A Reminder on 
Safer Driving 

(Pictures on page 2.) 

Icy weather sneaked up 
on Fort Worth motorists re¬ 
cently and spelled trouble 
for over 250—a good portion 
of them Convair drivers. 

• The freeze came during the 
night and by the time Convair 
employees started to work slick 
places, especially under and over 
bridges, proved treacherous. 

“Luckily it wasn’t as bad as it 
might have been,” said Fred 
Temple, safety supervisor, “be¬ 
cause many of them heard warn¬ 
ings over the radio and detoured 
from the bad places or kept their 
speed at a minimum. 

“However hundreds were late 
to work because of being involved 
in accidents or because of the 
traffic congestion due to the ac¬ 
cidents.” 

Two of the worst places were 
on the expressway which contacts 
with the Convair access road. 
Near University Park and Clover 
Lane as many as five to 10 cars 
were piled into each other. 

“This storm served as a pain¬ 
ful lesson to many motorists who 
ignored warnings as well as those 
who were helpless in the unusual 
circumstances.” 

In the case of ice, Temple 
warned motorists to travel^ at 
slow speeds so they have full 
control of their car. If the car 
does run into ice and skids, 
Temple warned motorists to 
avoid hitting brakes if possible. 

“Chances are this will make 
your car skid even more and may 
strengthen your chances of hav¬ 
ing an accident,” Temple said. 

He urged motorists to listen to 
the radio in case of icy weather 
to see which roads are the worst, 
and if possible avoid them. 

“But most import? Temple 
said, “know your r a- d watch 
your speed.” 

Another drop of the mercury 
last week added more emphasis 
to Temple’s warning, behooving 
drivers to continue cautious dur¬ 
ing the cold period. 


Flashing Red Light 
Baffles Truck Pilot 

Convair Fort Worth Division 
employees familiar with the 
flashing red light at the en¬ 
trance to the plant on Grant’s 
Lane will get a chuckle at what 
happened one day last week: 

A truck-trailer bearing a load 
of cattle destined for the Fort 
Worth stock yards halted even 
with the driveway and in front 
of the flashing red light. An 
industrial security guard watch¬ 
ed and wondered. Finally he 
walked over to the truck. 

“What can we do for you, 
fella?” 

“Nothin’,” replied the ob¬ 
viously intoxicated truck driver. 
“I’m just waitin’ for thuh light 
to changsh.” 



BIGGEST BUYERS—It was serious business recently when J. B. 
Lee of Convair Fort Worth purchased $27,000 in U. S. Savings 
Bonds to set a new record. Left to right: M. W. Hearn, Dept. 27-4 
supervisor, F. P. Parker, accounting chief, B. C. Simmons, chief 
cashier, and Lee. 
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SLIPPERy BUSINESS—Quick freeze caused many such scenes as these on way to Convair Fort 
Worth recently and many a driver wished he'd practiced greater caution. Story on page I, 


Aircraft Manufacturing 
Payrolls in U.S. Total 
$50 Million Weekly 

Payrolls of the aircraft manufacturing industry, of 
which Convair is an important part, channel almost $50 
million a week into the economic structure of the nation, 
an article in Planes, official publication of the Aircraft 
Industries Association, estimated recently. 


Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following - service pins are due 
during the period Feb. 1 through Feb. 14. 

Ten year pins: Dept. 4, S. L. Cootz, 
D. R. Grimes. Dept. 6, W. T. Mac- 
Carthy. Dept. 20, W. Y. Gray. Dept. 
22, G. R. Booth, M. M. Starns, V. W. 
Wagnon. 

Dept. 24, A. C. Garrison, A. C. Siler, 
L. A. Swanson. Dept. 25, J. L. F. 
Malone, E. White. Dept. 31, D. H. For- 
gey, H. V. Womack. Dept. 44, J. E. 
Bryant, J. O. Wilson. Dept. 46, C. F. 
Wolfe. 

Dept. 47, A. B. Alexander, D. G. 
Baumgardner, O. C. Burt, C. J. Rhodes, 
H. C. Weatherby. Dept. 48, W. L. 
Petty, A. Z. Ruth. Dept. 50, H. G. Cox, 
W. J. Dearson, E. SantaCruz, H. A. 
Scarborough. 

Dept. 63, W. H. Williams. Dept. 64, 
W. B. Wall. Dept. 65, J. W. Fahrlen- 
der, S. C. Hildebrand. Dept. 74, C. B. 
Fowler. Dept. 75, W. E. Allen. Dept. 
76, J. H. Dismukes. 

Dept. 81, J. M. Henley, T. O. Land¬ 
ers. Dept. 82, M. E. Dove, R. W. Jones. 
Dept. 91, D. R. Johnson. Dept. 92, 
F. W. Darnaby. Dept. 93, F. Howell, 
C. B. Robinson, A. E. Leake. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 4, O. A. Knight, 
F. F. Pulsifer, T. W. Reese. Dept. 6, 
F. Brandt, J. A. Downs, W. F. Harbi- 
son, C. M. Kerby, A. Marshall, Jr., G. 
Marshall, D. A. Sandlin. Dept. 8, B. W. 
Kahla. ! 

Dept, 9, E. D. Anders. Dept. 14, 
J. E. Harrel. Dept. 15, E. D. Myers, 
F. E. Testerman, J. W. Watts. Dept. 
18, A. C. Brogdon. 

Dept. 20, G. H. Thompson, W. Ward. 
Dept. 22, E. B. Henshaw. Dept. 25, 
J. G. Davis, C. T. Penrod. Dept. 27, 
H. J. Borgeld, R. F. Eggenberger, T. J. 
Jordan, M. L. Pitcock. 

Dept. 30, A. Beard, E. E. Lange, 
C. E. Mitchell. Dept. 31, E. W. Beaty, 
W. W. Billingsley, J. C. Bryant, C. D. 
Bush, Jr.,' H. J. Campbell, C. C. Deck¬ 
er, F. J. Edwards, A. E. Evans, Jr. 

J. D. Flowers, C. Hensley, J. Hoff¬ 
man, J. E. Holt, H. D. Hutmacher, C. 
Janecka, H. L. Palmer, T. L. Pernell, 
O. H. Phillips, W. E. Plumlee, B. M. 
Riley, L. W. Russell, H. C. Shoopman, 
J. W. Tackett, E. Tennison, D. J. Wide- 
man, L. C. York. 

Dept. 43, T. T. Hornsby, M. Parsley, 
O. W. Roberts. Dept. 44, R. Timbes. 
Dept. 47, H. H. Dickey, A. D. Eudy, 
T. F. Weaver. Dept. 48, H. V. T. 
Cagle, E. D. Gayle, R. N. Girault, D. O. 
Hollingsworth, J. R. McGuirk, J. C. 
Williams. 

Dept. 50, M. Chandler, C. E. Cornel- 
ison, E. J. Hawkins, R. M. O’Neill. 
Dept. 65, E. H. Holland, R. F. McCoy. 
Dept. 81, R. K. Caldwell, T. J. Phelps, 
H. R. Wages. 

Dept. 82, P. R. Reyna. Dept. 92, 
R. E. Holland, R. L. Marbut. Dept. 
94, H. Williams. Dept. 95, R. O. Hens- 
lee, G. K. Williams. 

DAINGERFIELD 

Five-year pins: Dept. 5, R. M. Lain. 
Dept. 8, W. T. Raynolds. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $83.63 for the 
period ending Jan. 8. 

Dept. 20, Traffic: F. J. Armstrong. 
Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: J. E. 
Voznica. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: J. R. Shir¬ 
ley. 


Enrollees Needed in 
Training Courses 

Convair FW employees with a 
little spare time on their hands 
have a good chance to improve 
their business skills at a mini¬ 
mum cost. 

Convair-sponsored training 
courses for the spring semester 
are still available to employees 
who may learn technical skills in 
their leisure time. Some classes 
have already started, but others 
need more enrollees. 

Classes held at technical insti¬ 
tute annex are: fundamentals of 
electronics, vacuum tubes, typing, 
shorthand, business communica¬ 
tions, drafting, production illus¬ 
tration, aircraft and engine me¬ 
chanics. 

Classes held at Convair are: 
blueprint, shop mathematics, 
trigonometry, tool and operation 
planning. 

Further details may be obtain¬ 
ed from the training section, ext. 
5245 or 5188. 


Perfect Records for 
Safety Lead at SD 

Manufacturing control (Depts. 
21 and 22) under T. F. McAleer, 
chief of manufacturing control, 
and T-29 final assembly (Depts. 
35, 36 and 340) under Supt. J. P. 
Hopman tied for first place in 
the December safety contest at 
Convair San Diego with perfect 
records. Depts. 4 and 14, under H. 
N. May, chief of material, were 
in second place. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions and transfers to or within 
supervision, professional and adminis¬ 
trative effective Jan. 8. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to propulsion 
engineer, R. A. Stevens, J. Fernandez; 
to design engineer, H. M. Scott, Jr. ; 
to research chemist, H. Owen ; to project 
aerodynamics engineer, G. C. Grogan, 
Jr. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: to tabulating 
analyst, J. W. Lamb. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: to 
manufacturing control general foreman, 
R. E. Wheeler; to manufacturing con¬ 
trol foreman, J. D. Parnell. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

TITTLE—Son, John Clark IV, 7 lbs. 
14 oz., born Dec. 20 to Mr. and Mrs. 
John Clark Tittle, Jr., Dept. 6. 

DAINGERFIELD 

McDANIEL—Daughter, Deborah Ann, 

6 lbs. 14 oz., bom Dec. 14 to Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Y. McDaniel, Dept. 9. 

SMITH—Daughter, Susan Eileen, 9 
lbs. 1 oz., born Jan. 13 to Mr. and Mrs. 
F. T. Smith, Dept. 2. 

Con-Trib-Club's Aid 
Program Praised 

(Continued from page 1) 
that 97 had been referred to 
family service for reports. 

“Con - Trib - Club furnishes the 
money for any grants, and family 
service provides the basic work as 
part of its regular operation, 
which is supported in part by 
Con-Trib-Club donations to Uni¬ 
ted Fund,” Joyce explained. 

In the first six months of 
operation, a total of $8,790 was 
distributed to Convair families as 
emergency financial assistance. 
The most serious cases involved 
long illnesses or disability over 
extended periods after the family 
had exhausted savings, insurance 
benefits and other resources. 

Joyce pointed out that Con- 
Trib-Club does not assist when 
needs of a family are clearly 
within the normal resources of 
the family, and that no loans 
were made. All grants are out¬ 
right, and no repayment is per¬ 
mitted. 

The executive director pointed 
out that social and welfare or¬ 
ganizations throughout the entire 
United States are watching the 
Con - Trib - Club Emergency Aid 
program with interest. 

Management Classes 
Have Some Openings 

There’s still time to register 
for management courses taught 
in conjunction with Texas Chris¬ 
tian University and Convair FW 
Management Club. 

Classes which will start during 
the week beginning Feb. 1 at 
Convair are arranged so that both 
first and second shift personnel 
may participate. Courses may be 
taken on either a college-credit 
and/or certificate basis at a cost 
of $13 per semester hour. 

The following s u bj e c t s are 
available: grammar and compo¬ 
sition 311A, grammar and com¬ 
position 311B, business and indus¬ 
trial mathematics, principles of 
economics, and production costs. 

Training section personnel will 
be available for conferences. 
Further information may be ob¬ 
tained at ext. 5245 or 5188. 

ESs and CIPs Higher 
In '53 Than Reported 

Convair FW Division employ¬ 
ees made Employee Suggestion 
and Cost Improvement Proposal 
records in 1954 even better than 
reported in Convairiety on Jan. 
13, 1954. 

Instead of $239,835 savings 
through Employee Suggestions, 
as reported, the total was $262,- 
182; and instead of $3,362,548 for 
Cost Improvement Proposals the 
total should have been $4,995,048. 


FW Execs Appointed 
To T.M.A. Positions 

Three Convair FW Division 
executives hold key posts in the 
Fort Worth chapter of the Texas 
Manufacturers’ Association for 
1954, the organization announced 
last week. 

August C. Esenwein, FW Divi¬ 
sion manager, is a member of the 
association’s advisory committee, 
while Marion L. Hicks, assistant 
division manager-administration, 
is chairman of the Fort Worth 
chapter. The third, F. E. Cham¬ 
bers, manager of industrial rela¬ 
tions and security, is a chapter 
vice-chairman on industrial rela¬ 
tions. Esenwein also serves as a 
state director of T.M.A. 


Mr. and Mrs. John I. Carpen¬ 
ter, Dept. 48 at FW, received a 
shower they hadn’t bargained for, 
but welcomed nevertheless, when 
their twin girls born on New 
Year’s Day won in a commercial 
“baby derby” and qualified for a 
host of prizes. 

The contest involved twins born 
during the first 12 hours of 1954 
and the Carpenter children were 
among four sets of girls in Texas 
who made their debut during that 
period (more than in any other 
state). Nationally there were 23 
sets of twin girls, a representa- 


The industry—second largest 
manufacturing employer in the 
country—has an annual payroll 
of a little more than $3.2 billion. 

A survey by the association, 
based on the 1952 personal con- 


tive of the Toni Co., contest 
sponsors, announced. 

The Carpenters were not in¬ 
terested in statistics, however, 
and naturally far more delighted 
with their children than the fact 
that they happened to be involved 
in a contest. 

“The girls are our first children 
and we’re mighty happy,” Car¬ 
penter commented. 

As incidental loot, the twins 
will receive a baby carriage, crib 
and mattress, selection of dresses, 
sleeping bags and pram suits, 768 
cans of baby food and toys until 
they are three years old. 


sumption expenditures of U. S. 
citizens (as reported by the Of¬ 
fice of Business Economics of the 
Department of Commerce) dis¬ 
closes that in 1953: 

Aircraft workers spent more 
than $2.6 billion in business es¬ 
tablishments such as shops, 
auto agencies, clothing stores, 
real estate offices and gro¬ 
ceries. And paid (or will pay) 
personal taxes to the govern¬ 
ment amounting to more than 
$400 million. 

Aircraft workers saved close 
to $200 million in banks, 
through insurance policies and 
personal savings channels. 

The greatest single slice of the 
aircraft workers’ $50 million 
weekly spending goes to grocery 
stores, and through them to 
wholesalers, distributors and 
farmers. Each week those who 
build airplanes spend $12.4 for 
food. 

Other weekly expenditures by 
aircraft people include: 

Approximately $6 million for 
household operation, such as 
furniture, fuel, household ap¬ 
pliances. 

About $5»/ 2 million for hous¬ 
ing. 

Approximately $5 , / 2 million a 
week for clothes. 

Almost $5 million for trans¬ 
portation. 

Nearly $2 million for pur¬ 
chase of autos. 

About $600,000 for personal 
care (cosmetics, beauty parlors, 
etc.) 

About $600,000 for education, 
religion and welfare. 


SD Tool Engineers 
Will Meet on Feb. 9 

San Diego chapter of the 
American Society of Tool Engi¬ 
neers will meet Feb. 9 at 7 p.m. 
for a dinner meeting to hear C. K. 
Sencebaugh of the State Board of 
Examiners for professional engi¬ 
neers. A. E. Crom, ext. 276, 
Plant 2; William Keller, ext. 479 
and 730, Plant 1, and C. Boyle, 
ext. 1536, Plant 1, are taking 
reservations. 


★ CcMairietif + 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego,Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 



TWO FOR THE SHOW—These tiny twins are the daughters of 
Mr. and Mrs. John I. Carpenter, Convair FW Dept. 48 employee, 
who arrived in time to gather up all sorts of baby loot. They were 
one of the sets of twins to win a baby derby by being born between 
midnight and noon Jan. I, 1954. 


Twin Girls Bring Extra Dividends 
With Debut by Winning in Contest 
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Convair SD Club Honors Oldtimers and Presents Awards For 1953 



MacSAVE-IT OF YEAR—P. L. Sobeck, Dept. 55, SD, right, is 
shown receiving award of Mr. MacSave-it of 1953 from SD Division 
Manager B. F. Coggan. An assistant foreman, Sobeck's CIP accom¬ 
plishments were judged most outstanding. 


The January meeting of the 
Convair San Diego Management 
Club turned out to be the closest 
thing to an “honors night” the 
club has ever held. 

No less than five individual 
awards were presented and seven 
new members to the Convair “25- 
Year Club” were welcomed. They 
had attained their “majority” 
during 1953. 

Heading the awards list was 
Dick Wilkens, manager of indus- 
tiial relations at SD, who re¬ 
ceived the “Mug o’ the Year.” 
(B. F. Coggan, SD Division man¬ 
ager, received this honor in 1952.) 

In recognition of outstanding 
performance in cost reduction, 
P. L. Sobeck, Dept 55 assistant 
foreman, was named “Mr. Mac¬ 
Save-it of the year.” 

MacSave-it awards for Novem¬ 
ber and December also were pre¬ 
sented. The “mug” for December 
went to Ray Lange. 



MUG O' THE YEAR—Dick Wilkens, Convair San Diego's widely 
known manager of industrial relations, has tangible proof of regard 
i which he is held. He was named "Mug o' the Year" by SD 
Management Club for 1953. 





MacSAVE-ITS AND A MUG—At left Plant I Works Manager W. L. Young 
presents Supt. Frank Kemper with MacSave-it award for November, while in center 
picture Mike Alianelli receives December award from Plant 2 Factory Manager John 


Doig. At right J. K. Field, Management Club's "Mug o' the Month" chairman, 
presents December mug to Ray Lange. Alianelli, incidentally, is only Convair man 
so far to receive both the MacSave-it award and a mug. 


Dozen From Convair FW Enlisted 


As Members of 'Speakers Bureau' 


WELCOMED—Recent "joiners" of Convair "25-Year Club" are, left to right: Leo Niemet, D. E. 
Wilkinson, G. Garner Green, Kurt Klein, J. E. Wilkinson. Not present for picture: A. A. Ambrose 
and R. A. Bussey. 


New List of Civil Defense Zone 
Captains Released at San Diego 


A revised list of Civil Defense 
zone captains to serve Convair 
San Diego was announced this 
week. 

The list covers 15 different 
zones, dividing up areas of re¬ 
sponsibility at both Plants 1 
and 2. Captains are in charge of 
all zone personnel (auxiliary fire¬ 
men, police, radio teams, first aid 
men, etc.) in their areas. 

Zones and captains at Plant 1 
are: 

Zone 1 (Bldg. 1 and adjacent 
buildings), W. D. Reed, days; 
W. U. Gatterman, nights. 

Zone 2 (Bldgs. 2, 8, 9, 33), 
Fred Grossher, days; R. C. Dale, 
nights. 

Zone 3 (Bldg. 3, salvage yard, 
garage), A. R. Johnson, days; 
L. Hale, nights. 

Zone 4 (Bldg. 4), J. P. Hop- 
man, days; L. F. Boring, nights. 

Zone 5 (first floors, Bldgs. 5 
and 51), A. B. McFarland, days; 
G. H. Woodberry, nights. 

Zone 5A (upper floors, Bldgs. 5 
and 51), M. C. Tombler, days. 

Zone 6 (manufacturing line 
west of Bldg. 4), Jack Kline, 
days. 

Zone 7 (Bldg. 7), Oscar Fortis, 
days; F. E. Wittenberg, nights. 


Zone 8 (ramp), F. Stevens, 
days; F. Pyatt, nights. 

Zone 9 (Bldg. 19), J. F. Hop¬ 
kins, days; Herbert Day, nights. 

Zone 11 (compass rose), R. L. 
Robinson, days; A. H. Leboffe, 
nights. 

At Plant 2, E. L. Williams will 
have responsibility for the entire 
plant during nights, while during 
the day authority will be divided 
as follows: 

Zone 21 (Bldgs. 1, 7 and 8), 
C. F. Blair. 

Zone 22 (Bldg. 2), E. D. Robin¬ 
son. 

Zone 23 (Bldgs. 3 and 5), F. H. 
McLaughlin. 

Zone 24 (Bldg. 4), Vince Cer- 
nuto. 


Higgins Will Address 
Washington Group 

A. P. Higgins, works manager 
of Plant 2 at SD, is scheduled to 
address an aircraft production 
seminar of the Industrial College 
of the Armed Forces in Washing¬ 
ton, D. C., Feb. 4 and 5. He will 
speak on production engineering, 
plant layout, tooling, quality con¬ 
trol, subcontracting, scheduling, 
lead time and GFE procedures. 


Plaques Honor 
FW Departments 

Eight departments at Convair 
FW are due division safety 
plaques for their safety records 
during 1953, according to Fred 
Temple, safety engineering super¬ 
visor. 

All eight worked an entire year 
without a disabling injury. The 
departments are: Dept. 4, ma¬ 
terial, Dept. 14, tool service, Dept. 
43, bomb bay, Dept. 44, nose and 
tail, Dept. 47, outer wing and 
engines, Dept. 61, final accept¬ 
ance, Dept. 73, electrical bench, 
Dept. 76, armament. 

Other departments accumulat¬ 
ing a million manhours at some 
time during the year were: Dept. 
22, manufacturing control, Dept. 
50-1, final assembly, Dept. 50-2, 
Dept. 64, development field opera¬ 
tions, Dept. 74, finishing, Dept. 
75, electronics. 

All these departments will re¬ 
ceive the division safety plaque 
award at a later date. 

Dept. 73 has accumulated the 
largest number of manhours 
without a disabling injury— 4,- 
646,403—and Dept. 14 has the 
longest record without a disabling 
injury. The Department’s last dis¬ 
abling injury was Dec. 10, 1947. 


A newly formed Convair FW 
speakers bureau will feature talks 
on everything from “Horses Un¬ 
limited” to “The Human Touch 
in Industry.” 

This group of 12 speakers has 
been organized to present talks 
to various Fort Worth civic clubs, 
to give people a chance to meet 
more Convair employees and to 
better community relations. 

The bureau, sponsored by Con¬ 
vair, the FW Management Club 
and Texas Christian University, 
is comprised of the following: 

R. J. Hendrickson, superintend¬ 
ent quality control; J. F. Mc¬ 
Mahon, supervisor of investiga¬ 
tions industrial security; Henry 
Growald, chief of engineering 
tests; Marvin E. Miller, inspec¬ 
tion general supervisor; A. 0. 
Watson, assistant general fore¬ 
man development. 

Carl B. Clark, superintendent 
of electronics; Erwin Marsh, 
manufacturing engineer; F. E. 
Zimmerman, supervisor manufac¬ 
turing research; M. E. Caraway, 
assistant chief tool engineer; 
A. K. Lawley, assistant manager 
material projects; Ervin Watts, 
chief structures engineer, and 


Erie G. Hill, Jr., assistant to divi¬ 
sion controller. 

Topics of the talks include: 
“Human Touch in Industry,” 
“Radar,” “Experiences of a 
Young Engineer,” “Aircraft De¬ 
velopment Progress and Typical 
Problems,” “Producing Planes for 
Less Expenditure of Taxpayers 
Dollars,” “United Europe?”, “60 
Million to Secure,” “Where Your 
Money Goes.” 

The bureau was organized 
through Loyd L. Turner’s office 
where further information may 
be obtained. 


Million'View B-36 
Exhibit in Cleveland 

Over a million people braved 
biting winds and drizzling rain 
to see a giant B-36 landing gear 
on display in Cleveland. 

The display was at Cleveland’s 
busiest intersection, Ninth and 
Euclid streets, during the height 
of Christmas shopping. Cleveland 
Pneumatic Tool Co., maker of the 
landing gear, sponsored the ex¬ 
hibit which was a part of the 
Cleveland Pneumatic Tool Co’s 
observance of the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of powered flight. 


GIANT SIZE—B-36 landing gear attracted attention of thou¬ 
sands recently at a Cleveland display. Exhibit was prepared by 
Cleveland Pneumatic Tool Co., manufacturers of gear. 
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SINGULAR SOUTHPAW—Playing golf with one arm only may be a handicap, 
but it certainly isn't noticeable when Cal Bates of Convair SD rifles them off the 
tee. Picture series shows his swing. To increase his power he breaks left arm at 


top (considered unorthodox for two-handed players) but his timing is so perfect 
he can get away with it. Further adding to his power is an extreme wrist break. 
Follow-through is complete and orthodox. 






New Type Fishing Net 
Eases Anglers' Strain 


A boon to fishermen that would 
convince Isaac Walton he was 
born 300 years too soon is claimed 
by two Convair FW employees. 

Bill Henson of modernization 
and Cliff White, factory manager, 
have dreamed up the answer to 
fishermen’s prayers—a new type 
collapsible net. 

“One of the biggest headaches 
in stream fishing is trying to get 
a net out and ready while you 
are fighting the fish,” said Hen¬ 
son. “We tried to solve the prob¬ 
lem.” 

And they did. They worked on 
their design and made the first 
ones by hand. The net is patented 
and has been sold at a local de¬ 
partment store. The first season 
they were available, 2,500 were 


made. The store sold out. 

Enclosed in an aluminum tube 
20^4 inches long, the whole gad¬ 
get weighs only eight ounces. 
With the push of a screw, a 14- 
inch net springs open. 

“It fastens to your belt so it’s 
handy. You just stand there, 
catch a fish, pull him in, push 
the screw and net the fish. The 
only difficult part is getting the 
fish to bite in the first place.” 

The tube is rust proof. 

“So it doesn’t matter whether 
you’re up to your chin in water. 
It works perfectly—even' under 
the surface,” Henson said. 

White and Henson have a con¬ 
tract with a Dallas manufactur¬ 
ing company to start production 
on a large quantity of nets this 
spring. 


NO STRAIN—Lack of one arm 
doesn't keep Cal Bates of SD 
from shooting fine golf. 


FISH, BEWARE—Bill Henson of Convair FW models new fish net he helped invent. Angler can 
open it with one motion while left hand is free to fight fish. Tube can be unhooked from belt and 
then serves as handle. Henson says new arrangement eliminates troubles during critical moment of 
netting fish. 


Convair Man's Champion Pigeons 
Earn Their Keep in Show Prizes 


Convair FW industrial secur¬ 
ity guard T. B. McDonald has a 
hobby that’s strictly for the birds. 
And the pampered birds are 
Schietti Modena pigeons that Mc¬ 
Donald raises. 

What’s more, the hobby is re¬ 
warding. He wins an average of 
$300 to $400 each year showing 
these feathered friends. In a re¬ 
cent exhibit in Dallas, he took 
three first prizes—best yellow, 
best black and best white in the j 
Modena family. 


BIRD MAN—T. B. McDonald 
of FW, veteran of 23 years of 
pigeon raising, shown in back 
yard of home where he keeps his 
birds. 


Twelve of his prize winners 
will be entered in the Southwest 
Exposition and Fat Stock Show 
which opens Friday, Jan. 29. 

The pigeons McDonald raises 
are a far cry from the type bird 
commonly seen walking “pigeon- 
toed” in a park. These carefully 
bred creatures are solid colored in 
white, black and a palomino shade 
known as yellow. 

For 23 years McDonald has 
been interested in pigeons. His 
brood now numbers 75 with a 
host of champions among them. 

“There are all different varie¬ 
ties of pigeons,” said McDonald, 
“but I like the Modenas best. It’s 
called the ‘bird of curves’ and 
differs from the eastern bird 
which is longer and not as 
plump.” 

Upkeep on these pets is fairly 
simple, even though their diet is 
more complex than most people 
would think. They thrive on 
grain, a mixture of rye, corn and 
other types and, strangely 
enough, peas. 

McDonald constructed his own 
pigeon pen in his back yard. Built 
of concrete blocks and wire, it 
provides shelter during unpredict¬ 
able Texas climate. 

“It’s amazing how the weather 
doesn’t bother them,” he said. 
“They splash around in water 
even on 30 degree days. They 
supposedly can stand tempera¬ 
tures up to 40 below.” 


Miss Your W-2 Form? 
Try Payroll at FW 

Convair FW employees who did 
not receive W-2 forms through 
the mail may pick them up in the 
payroll division of accounting 
department. 

These forms show amount of 
money earned by the employee 
throughout the year and the 
amount of withholding tax. Some 
employees may not have received 
them because of failure to change 
their address in personnel files 
after moving to a new location 
and the forms were mis-mailed. 


One-Hander 


On His Own Terms, SD Linksman 
Could Spot the Pros Strokes 

Cal Bates, Dept. 522 dispatcher at Convair San Diego, 
isn't afraid of any man on a golf course—Ben Hogan, 
Sammy Snead or Fred Wampler included—if the match is 
conducted on his terms. 

There’s no trick involved. All 
the challenger has to do to meet 
his terms is to play with only 


one arm. And he won’t be spot¬ 
ting the Convair golfer a handi¬ 
cap because Bates has only one 
arm—his left. 

Despite his physical handicap, 
Bates is among the more con¬ 
sistent golfers at SD, playing in 
tournaments and winning his 
share of prizes. He was runner- 
up in his flight in the last plant¬ 
wide tournament at San Diego. 
However, his most notable feat 
to date came last December when 
he toured the La Jolla Country 
Club course in just 79 strokes 


Hit by Two Cars , 
Brittain Survives 

“I shudda stayed in bed Jan. 
20.” 

That was Jack Brittain’s con¬ 
clusion at Convair Fort Worth 
after a series of nerve-wrack¬ 
ing experiences on the way to 
work. 

It was 6:30 a.m. on a rainy 
day. Jack’s windshield wipers 
stopped working at Riverside 
Drive and Lancaster, a busy in¬ 
tersection. He pulled to the 
curb, stood on the front bumper 
and reached under the hood to 
fix the apparatus. 

Came a sudden jolt. Jack’s 
car had been hit by another 
machine attempting to avoid a 
collision with a third car. 
Jack’s car was shoved about 25 
feet down the stree t—with 
Jack atop the bumper. 

Jack started toward the plant 
again. On Calmont Ave. near 
the Convair access road, Jack 
was minding his own business 
—and staying as far away from 
other cars as possible. 

“Another driver decided he 
wanted in the same lane I was 
in,” Jack relates. “So I decided 
to get over.” 

So did the other guy. Result: 
Another rear-end collision! 

Only happy aspect of the 
whole thing, neither Jack nor 
his car suffered so much as a 
scratch. 


(seven over par). 

A railroad accident cost him 
his right arm almost 19 years 
ago. Long active as a basketball 
player in Ohio, he gave up com¬ 
petitive sports after the mishap 
until five years ago when his 
brothers invited him to walk 
around with them while they 
played golf. They gave him a 
ball and an iron to “bat it around 
with.” 

“I liked the feel of the club 
and decided golf was for me,” 
Bates said. “My brothers thought 
it was a good idea and even gave 
me an old set of clubs with which 
to learn. Ironically, I’ve beaten 
both since then and they are 10- 
handicap players.” 

He had two short lessons from 
a professional at one time but 
admits he could use some help 
now on his chip shots. Steady 
shots off the tee (he averages 
200-220 yards) and remarkable 
putting help him to post scores 
in the low 80s most of the time. 

Bates refers to himself as a 
“week-end golfer,” playing with 
a regular foursome at Balboa 
Park and Caliente. He gets a big 
kick out of opponents who com¬ 
plain of “too much right hand” 
or “too much left hand” in their 
swings, quipping: 

“I know a good doctor who can 
straighten you out. Did wonders 
for me.” 

His one ambition is to play in 
a tournament held back East each 
year for handicapped golfers. 

“I’d like a crack at it just to 
see how it feels to start out even 
for a change.” 

Lachman New Head 
Of Training Society 

M. S. Lachman of training at 
San Diego has been elected presi¬ 
dent of the San Diego Chapter of 
the American Society of Training 
Directors, to serve for a year’s 
term. He is a former treasurer of 
the chapter. H. W. Rubottom, 
Convair SD training supervisor, 
was named coordinator of the 
ASTD western regional conven¬ 
tion which will be held in San 
Diego in September, attracting 
delegates from 11 western states. 


SPINACH?—Convair has everything—even Popeye. Here H. C. Jones, tool crib attendant at 
Convair Fort Worth, shows his imitation of cartoon character. He doesn't do it for friends alone, 
however, but frequently entertains children for various Fort Worth organizations. 
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Convair Veterans Reminisce Over 


Airplane Built in Grocery Store 

Reminiscing- is a pleasant pastime for two veteran 
Convair FW employees—mainly because of a “vest pocket 
airplane.” 

Built in 1937, the tiny plane was designed by C. C. 
Flagg, now assistant chief of inspection at Fort Worth. 
Working with him was J. Y. McClure, now quality control 
chief—and Flagg's boss. 


The plane, appropriately dub¬ 
bed the Flaggship, created quite 
a furor in aviation circles at the 
time because of its tiny size and 
high speed performance. The 
lightweight craft weighed only 
600 pounds and could be easily 
lifted by two men and a boy. 
From nose to tail, it measured 
14 feet. That means 11 and a half 
of them could be lined up on a 
B-36! 

On its first flight, the plane 
surprised observers as it scooted 
across the ground for 100 yards, 
zoomed skyward and then, be¬ 
cause of its small size, disap¬ 
peared almost at once. 

“The ship is so small the rud¬ 
der feels like a collar button 
sticking in the back -of your 
neck,” said the pilot after the 
first flight. 

“The slightest touch on the con¬ 
trols and she starts doing stunts. 
If you don’t fly the ship every 
minute, she’ll do her own stunts.” 

Although there were no instru¬ 
ments, the pilot estimated her 
speed at 200. 

“It was quite an innovation at 


Tooling 


Hill and Gordon on 
Panel at 
AIA Meet in Wichita 

A. E. Hill, chief of manufactur¬ 
ing engineering at San Diego, 
and G. R. Gordon, assistant chief 
tool engineer at Fort Worth, 
represented Convair at Wichita, 
Kan., recently when they appear¬ 
ed on a tooling panel of the 
manufacturing methods commit¬ 
tee of the Aircraft Industries As¬ 
sociation at a quarterly meeting. 
Hill has been panel chairman for 
the last year and a half. 

Returning home via Washing¬ 
ton, D. C., and Montreal, Hill 
visited Canadair while in Canada 
and found the plant much larger 
than he had expected. He com¬ 
mented upon the excellent assort¬ 
ment of machine equipment and 
the fine job done on the airplanes 
there. 


Vitamin Pills Placed 
In Vending Machines 

Vitamin pills made their ap¬ 
pearance for the first time this 
month in vending machines lo¬ 
cated throughout Plants 1 and 2 
at Convair San Diego. 

Sold in handy bottles for $1 
each, they contain vitamins A, C, 
D. E and complete B-complex 
along with minerals in quantities 
sufficient to last 30 days, if taken 
on a two-a-day basis as sug¬ 
gested. 

A dispenser containing vita¬ 
mins has been installed in each 
building at both plants. 

CRA will realize a commission 
from all vitamin sales as it does 
fiom cigarettes, coffee, cokes, 
gum and candy sold through 
vending machines. 


the time,” said Flagg, “and we 
were proud of her.” 

Flagg and McClure recalled the 
many hours spent building the 
plane in an abandoned grocery in 
San Diego. 

News of the plane spread far 
and wide through newsreels, mag¬ 
azine articles and newspapers. 
Requests for information came 
from such places as Brazil, Hong 
Kong, New Zealand and South 
Africa. Newspapers in Hungary 
and Germany wrote about the 
tiny craft. 

The airplane was built as a 
private venture to see what maxi¬ 
mum speed could be obtained 
from a minimum of horsepower. 
Work was all in spare time. 

Flagg recalls that the plane 
was raced in the Cleveland, O. 
air races but there were no other 
ships in the class with which to 
compete. 


DWARFED—This is tiny plane designed by C. C. Flagg, at San Diego back in 1937 as private 
venture, along with a number of Consolidated associates, including J. Y . McClure. Both are now 
at Convair Fort Worth. Plane, called "Flaggship" is pictured underneath a DC-3. 


OLD TIMES—J. y. McClure 


Flagg, both now of 


Convair Fort Worth, look over scrap book of "old times" at San 
Diego in '30s. 


Fancy Two-Seater 


Cost of Sports Car Shaved as 
Two SD Pilots Build Their Own 

Two Convair San Diego pilots, J. W. Knebel and R. W. 
Adkins, have carried the current fad of “build-it-yourself” 


to a new extreme. They’re 

Unlike others who have con¬ 
ceived ultramodern designs with 
a mercenary eye on the commer¬ 
cial market, Knebel just wanted 
a new and unusual sports car for 
his own use, found the price tags 
too high on dealer’s products, and 
decided that what Detroit could 
do he—with Adkins’ help—could 
do, too. And for less. 

Armed with only an electric 
drill and a bag of hand tools, the 
pair rented garage space and set 
out to beat the high cost of sports 
cars. A custom car builder sup¬ 
plied the Fiberglas body and the 
special frame on which it rests, 


ouilding an automobile. 






9 


SPORTS JOB—Convair SD pilots R. W. Adkins' and J. W. Knebel try out new Fiberglas body for 
sports car they are building. Body weighs only 300 pounds and by loosening a few bolts can be 
easily removed. They have been working on car for about six months 


Convair-SMU Graduate Courses at 
Fort worth Tailored For Engineers 


Convair FW engineers in¬ 
terested in furthering their col¬ 
lege training have a chance to do 
so through the Convair-SMU 
graduate program. 

These graduate courses are 
taught at Convair by SMU in¬ 
structors. They lead to a master 
of science in aeronautical en¬ 
gineering, and mechanical or elec¬ 
trical engineering. 

Subjects that will be available 
with a minimum of 15 enrollees 
are: partial differential equations, 
theory of plates and shells, trans¬ 
ients in linear systems, servome¬ 
chanisms, alternating current 
circuits, electronic tubes, and cir¬ 
cuits, basic aerodynamics, ele¬ 
ments of nuclear engineering, 
elements of jet propulsion, heat 


transmission, aerodynamics III, 
advanced topics in aero-thermody¬ 
namics, advanced strength of ma¬ 
terials, mechanical vibrations. 

Classes are scheduled to start 
during the week of Feb. 1. Ad¬ 
ditional information may be ob¬ 
tained in the training section 
from Jeff Scott, ext. 5245 or 5188. 


Chief Jones’ Father, 
Texas Pioneer, Dies 

William Mitchell Jones, father 
of Convair FW Fire Chief C. H. 
Jones, died recently at the age 
of 97. 

Jones was a retired building 
contractor. Born in Corinth, Ark., 
he moved to Texas in 1888 and 
settled in Fort Worth in 1901. 


COMBINATION—Although new sports car will have mixed 
heredity, its parts will be standard, be they Lincoln or Mercury or 
what-have-you. 


while another made a special 
radiator. Outside of these parts, 
everything else on the car is 
standard equipment for stock cars 
put together from “the road up” 
by hand. 

Basically, the motor is a Mer¬ 
cury with Lincoln parts and ac¬ 
cessories. However, a recent check 
revealed the car also contained 
parts from Cadillacs, Chryslers, 
Kaisers, Nashs, Fords and Chev- 
rolets. And there’s more to come 
—a special canopy made of two 
airplane bubbles that can be lifted 
off or on as the weather dictates 
and complete with sliding win¬ 
dows for ventilation. 

“We figure the total cost will 
be something like $3,000 since all 
parts are new,” Knebel said. “But 
compared to the $6,500 or more 
such a car would cost on the mar¬ 
ket, that’s reasonable.” 

A Lincoln transmission with 
overdrive running through a two- 
speed rear axle is an unusual 
feature of the car. The builders 
believe it will give greater cruis¬ 
ing speed, faster acceleration, bet¬ 
ter handling in traffic and more 
economy of operation. 

Ten bolts fasten the one-piece 
Fiberglas body with molded floor¬ 
boards to the frame. Weighing 
only 300 pounds, the body can 
be easily removed to get to any 
part of the car for repairs or 
adjustments. 

The two-seater has a roomy in¬ 
terior with bench-type seats that 
fold forward to reveal a large 
baggage compartment. A novel 
compartment forward of the right 
seat allows a passenger to stretch 
out for a nap during long trips. 

“We were more concerned with 
building a sports car for heavy 
every day use in traffic than one 
designed for speed and racing,” 
Adkins said. “You might call this 
a ‘poor man’s sports car’”. 

All important engine functions 
are instrumentated and connected 
to a dual Lincoln instrument 
panel inside the car. 

The job has taken about six 
months or approximately 2,000 
manhours to complete and Knebel 
hopes to be driving his car with¬ 
in a few weeks. 


Article Published 

An article by R. W. Harwell, 
billing supervisor at Convair FW, 
was published recently in the 
bulletin of the National Associa¬ 
tion of Cost Accountants. In 1952 
Harwell won the Lybrand Certifi¬ 
cate of Merit Award for 1951-52 
as a recognition of the outstand¬ 
ing article on cost accounting for 
the vear. 
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CAST AT WORK—Clyde Shrell and members of his cast look 
over the script of "Blood of the Lamb," soon to be presented by 
CRA's Wing and Masque players. Shrell is author-director of the 
psychological drama. Cast members shown here are, left to right: 
Jeanne Clark, Carol Sue Kidd, James Ratcliff. 

Cast Announced (or Original 
Drama-- 7/ Blood of the Lamb 

Clyde Shrell, author-director of Wing and Masque’s next 
scheduled play, “Blood of the Lamb”, announced the cast 
this week. 

In the role of Ben, the youth who develops a psychosis 
about a suit of clothes, is Don Anderson. Playing the role 


of his deeply religious mother is 
Jeanne Clark. Harry Weimer is 
cast as the uncle. 

Other members of the cast are 
James Ratcliff, Murrel Morris, 
Paula Halsey, Everett Morris, 
Carol Sue Kidd, and Bob Attle- 
sey. 

Shrell’s three-act play was 
written as his thesis production 
while studying for his Master of 

Foster Plays in 
SD Open for CRA 

Fred Foster, CRA golf com¬ 
missioner, represented Convair 
FW CRA in the San Diego Golf 
Open sponsored by Convair. 

The 72-hole event was held 
last weekend at the Rancho Santa 
Fe Course. Foster played against 
such top flight pros as Jackie 
Burke and Jimmy Demaret. 

Results of the tournament were 
not available at Convairiety press 
time. 

The tournament was under¬ 
written by Convair at San Diego 
when it became apparent that 
without the company’s sponsor¬ 
ship the tournament would go 
elsewhere. 

Proceeds from the tourney will 
go to the Society for Crippled 
Children. In any event, Convair 
has guaranteed the society a 
minimum of $1,000. 



ter, CRA golf commissioner, is 
shown here getting in a few 
swings before the San Diego 
Golf Open. Foster represented 
Fort Worth CRA during the 
tournament held last weekend at 
Rancho Santa Fe. 


Fine Arts degree at the Uni¬ 
versity of Texas. 

The setting is in a small com¬ 
munity in the North Louisiana 
delta country. Ben is a young 
boy whose pride eventually re¬ 
sults in his downfall. His prob¬ 
lem over a new set of clothes 
and his girl friend sets up a 
chain of reactions not only in 
Ben but his family and the com¬ 
munity as well. 

The story is told in retrospect, 
with Ben’s uncle relating many 
of the details of the closely-knit 
plot. 

Rehearsals have been under 
way for several weeks for per¬ 
formances to be given Feb. 11, 
12, 13, 19, 20 at the CRA Play¬ 
house, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 

Shrell classifies his play as 
a psychological drama much on 
the order of “Death of a Sales¬ 
man.” 

The play is recommended only 
for adults. 

Stamp Lots to Be 
Auctioned Feb. 2 

Lots of “lots” of stamps will 
be put on the auction block at the 
next meeting of the CRA stamp 
and coin activity. 

(A stamp lot may be from 
one to an unlimited number of 
stamps that are grouped to¬ 
gether.) 

J. D. White, CRA stamp and 
coin commissioner, reported that 
50 to 60 lots would be sold to 
the highest bidder. 

He also announced that 1952 
Scott catalogues would be avail¬ 
able at the meeting. Both club 
lots and individual lots will be 
sold. 

White said that colored slides 
will be shown at the meeting. At 
Convairiety press time, the sub¬ 
ject of the slides was not avail¬ 
able. 


Schneider New Prexy 
Of CRA Camera Bugs 

Officers for 1954 have been 
announced for the CRA camera 
activity. Glen Schneider is the 
new president and Miles Rogers 
is program director. 

Chuck Roeder was named sec¬ 
retary and Ginger Shell is in 
charge of publicity. 

At the Feb, 1 meeting of the 
camera activity a tape recording- 
slide show on “Abstractions” is 
scheduled. It was produced by 
the Photographers Society of 
America. 


CRA Instruction 
Offered in Bridge 

Is your social life dull because 
you don’t know how to play 
bridge ? 

You don’t know the difference 
between a trump and a grand 
slam ? 

Never fear—your worries may 
be over. 

Beginning classes in bridge will 
be offered by CRA for only $3— 
50 cents a lesson if enough Con¬ 
vair FW employees are interested. 

Classes will meet for two hours 
once a week for six weeks. They 
will be taught by H. H. Pinkerton, 
who has conducted both beginn¬ 
ing and advanced classes for the 
YMCA, Carswell and CRA as 
well. 

W. E. Eldred, CRA bridge 
commissioner, emphasized that 
instruction of this sort is the best 
way to learn bridge and that 
classes will be available only if 
enough people register for the 
sessions. 

Interested Convair FW em¬ 
ployees or members of their fam¬ 
ilies may sign up at the CRA 
office, ext. 5141, or with Eldred 
at 6235. 

Talent Search 
Is Continued 

CRA and Management Club are 
playing “talent scout” at Con¬ 
vair! 

They’re looking for singers, 
dancers, magicians, pantomimists 
—anybody with talent. 

The plan developed when L. C. 
“Red” Calhoun and C. J. Hall, 
business manager of CRA, de¬ 
cided it was high time a list of 
Convair talent was maintained. 

As Calhoun pointed out: 

“Quite often we’d like to use 
Convair talent for a Management 
Club program, and unless some¬ 
one knows of someone else who 
could be used in a program, we’re 
up against a stone wall.” 

“So, if you know of someone 
with some sort of entertaining 
ability, or if you yourself enter¬ 
tain, just let us have your name 
and phone number so we can have 
it on file.” 

To date, the response to the 
first request for talent (Con¬ 
vairiety January 13) has been 
good. 

“But we’d like to make the list 
as complete as possible,” Calhoun 
said. 

Anyone knowing of people who 
would be willing to sign up for 
performances are requested to 
call the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


CRA Ice Skating at 
Will Rogers Ends 

Conclusion of CRA’s most suc¬ 
cessful ice skating season yet at 
Will Rogers Coliseum was an¬ 
nounced this week by Glen. Car¬ 
ter, commissioner. 

Carter pointed out that 800 ice 
skating tickets were purchased 
by Convair employees for their 
own use and that of their fam¬ 
ilies. Each ticket was good for 
admission on any night ice was 
in the Coliseum. 

“Under that new plan,” said 
Carter, “we had more Convair 
families skating this season than 
ever before in CRA’s history— 
and we hope to do even better 
next year.” 

Valentines Subject of 
Sharpshooters' Lens 

Valentines will be the subject 
of concern for CRA Sharpshooters 
until Feb. 8. 

The “hearty” topic was chosen 
for the first of a series of four 
contests. Entries will be judged 
at the Feb. 8 meeting at the CRA 
center. 

At the last meeting Jim Hendry 
was elected chairman of the con¬ 
test series. 

The Sharpshooters are mem¬ 
bers of the regular CRA camera 
activity who choose hard-to-pho- 
tograph subjects as a means of 
testing their skill. 


CRA Activities 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink jnachines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit arid recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or to suggest organization of new 
activities.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 p.m. 
each Sunday at CRA Ranch for everyone with own equipment. Range open from 6 to 
10 p.m. each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. Regular play 7-10 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, W. C. Stripling Jr. High. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 6210. Basketball workout every 
Wednesday, 7 to 10 p.m., at W. C. Stripling Jr. High School. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday ana Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, 
Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Rehearsals for ‘ Blood of the Lamb”, 
7:30 p.m., Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, CRA Playhouse. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 6136. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Coliseum closed for ice 
skating. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawlcy, commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 6135. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 7106. Regular meeting 
every Tuesday 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 7127. Bob Sloan, ext. 7111, second shift 
co-ordinator. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA office, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and danc¬ 
ing Tor beginners, 7 to 8 p.m. and advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday at North- 
side Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tuesdays at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Regular play 7:30 p.m. 
Jan. 31, Feb. 9 at CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 5292. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. every 
Monday at Ernest Parker Gym. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

’WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, commissioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at CRA Center; for second and third 
shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 



BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 
HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner. 

HUNTING AND FISHING—J. F. Turner, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 
MODEL AIRPLANES—D. P. Cumming, Dept. 1, ext. 380. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 418. 


Table Tennis Tourney Scheduled 


CRA table tennis players are 
getting in a lot of hours of prac¬ 
tice in preparation for the Texas 
State Table Tennis Open to be 
held Feb. 13 and 14. 

The event is sponsored by the 
greater Fort Worth Table Tennis 
Association in cooperation with 
Convair FW CRA. 

Competition is open in men’s 
singles, men’s doubles, women’s 
singles, women’s doubles, mixed 


doubles, men’s consolation and 
women’s consolation. 

Play held at the Fort Worth 
YMCA will feature matches be¬ 
tween top-flight Fort Worth table 
tennis players. 

John Rangel, CRA table tennis 
commissioner, said a large group 
from CRA is expected to enter 
the tourney. 

Further information may be 
obtained from him at ext. 5296. 



CONGRATULATIONS—August C. Esenwein, Convair FW divi¬ 
sion manager, is shown here with CRA president I. M. Pemberton 
as he congratulated CRA on the annual Christmas Party and Ice 
Show. Occasion was appreciation party held for people wno helped 
with the affair. Dinner was at Glen Garden Country Club. 
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Dancing, Roping Planned as Employees 7 Part in 1954 Stock Show 



GETTING READY—Several Convair FW employees will participate in activities 
during the Southwestern Exposition and Fat Stock Show starting Jan. 29 at Will 


Rogers Coliseum. At left is Jo Robinson, center is John Roberts who has roped for 
six years with outstanding results, and at right is T. M. Smith. 



PUT YOUR LITTLE FOOT—Ross Carney, CRA square dancing 
commissioner, shows his "Whirlers" where to "put your little foot" 
as the dancers bone up in preparation for square dancing exhibit 
during stock show. Mr. and Mrs. Paul Garrett and Mr. and Mrs. 
Leonard Blakely are Convair couples in the square. 


Jo Robinson, T. M. Smith Will 
Represent CRA in Annual Rodeo 

Whirling red petticoats, prancing horses and veteran 
cowhands all will be part of Convair employees' contribu¬ 
tion to the colorful Southwestern Exposition and Fat Stock 
Show opening Jan. 29 at Will Rogers Coliseum. 

Convair FW employees will exhibit show birds and 


horses. Two are entered in the 
roping event and several will 
participate in a square dancing 
presentation. 

Petite Jo Robinson will repre¬ 
sent CRA in the main procession. 
The tiny brunette has been CRA’s 
official representative for the 
past few years. 

Also representing CRA is T. 
M. Smith, Dept. 4-5, who will 
be on hand for the fast-moving 
calf-roping session. John Roberts, 
Dept. 47-2, will be there, too, to 
add to his fine performance 
record of the past six years. 

Roberts has won over $3,000 
in past Stock Show rodeos and 
is well known for his ability. 

I. L. Dowdy, Dept. 20-2, and 
Jimmy Shackelford, CRA roping 
and riding commissioner, will en¬ 
ter their quarter horses in com¬ 
petition against some of the top 
horses of the Southwest. 

Dowdy’s is a brown quarter 
horse named “Dodger’s Rump” 
and Shackelford’s is a white quar¬ 
ter horse named “Salty.” 

T. J. McDonald, industrial se¬ 
curity guard, will enter 12 of his 
prize-winning pigeons in the com¬ 
petition. He raises black, white 
and yellow Schietti Modenas and 
has won several national prizes 
with his birds. 

Square dancers from Convair 
will whirl and twirl to the ex¬ 
pert calling of Ross Carney, CRA 
square dancing commissioner. 
Three Convair employees are in 
the group, known as the “Whirl¬ 
ers”. Hazel and Leonard Blakely 
and Opal and Paul Garrett are 
part of the square that will dance 
daily. Mrs. Blakely is a Dept. 


73 employee and her husband is 
in Dept. 81. Garrett works in 
contracts. 

Square dancing will be pre¬ 
sented in the Cattle Barn each 
day between rodeos. 

A group of six-year olds under 
Carney’s instruction and calling 
will also dance in a special Sun¬ 
day afternoon show. Mike Con¬ 
nally, son of photographer Charles 
Connally, and Cindy Booth, 
daughter of Bill Booth, Dept. 4 
are part of the youthful square. 

They will perform at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 31. 

Convair Employee is 
Named by Modelers 

Tom Loyd, Convair FW Dept. 
82 employee, has been elected 
vice-president of the national or¬ 
ganization, Academy of Model 
Aeronautics. 

Loyd, who is a member of the 
CRA model airplane activity, is 
a member of the Texas, Louisiana 
and Oklahoma district. 


Photographers in 
Quarterly Contest 

• Convair FW camera enthus¬ 
iasts still have a few more weeks 
to get their black and white 
prints or colored slides ready 
for the next CRA camera activity 
quarterly contest. 

The deadline is Feb. 15. Judg¬ 
ing will be held at the March 
1 meeting. 

Subject matter in both classes 
is open. 


Youths Win at 
Parents' Game 

There were some very red 
faces at the last meeting of the 
CRA Camera Activity—and for 
a very good reason. 

It seems that the Convair shut- 
terbugs went to the recent CRA 
Ice Show one night loaded with 
expensive cameras, tripods, light 
meters and all sorts of parapha- 
nelia. 

A contest was held to determine 
which photographer had come up 
with the best picture. 

Winners were Jimmy Davis and 
Dick Hendry who both used 
cameras that cost no more than 
$ 20 . 

Jimmy, son of Ed Davis, is a 
junior at Arlington Heights high 
school. He won first prize with 
his action shot of a hockey game. 

Dick, 10-year old son of Jim 
Hendry, took second prize with 
a comic shot of George Hill. 

Both boys did their own devel¬ 
oping, printing and enlarging. 



DETERMINED—Six year olds Cindy Booth and Mike Connally 
look really determined during practice for their appearance during 
stock show. Ross Carney directs and calls for the youthful group. 



Smith Takes First 
In Bridge Session 

John H. Smith, Convair FW 
engineer, emerged with first place 
in CRA bridge competition at the 
last party session. 


Dept. 28-1 Cag ers Head for Top 
In Convair League Competition 

Five straight victories by the fast-moving Dept. 28-1 
cage quintet have almost made them- a sure thing for the 
Convair League championship. 

But they still have plenty of stiff competition against 
the city league teams—CRA, Convair and CVAC. 


The winner will automatically 
be placed in the Fort Worth city 
playoffs in February. 

The Convair team will play in 
this competition. They became 
eligible by winning the first half 
of the American League play. 

CRA and CVAC teams are still 
battling for a berth in the city 
playoff in their respective leagues 
—Industrial and Commercial. 

Ed Tucknies, CRA basketball 
commissioner, reported that both 
teams still have good chances 
for the titles but would have to 
win their next two games to do 
so. 

“We’re quite pleased with the 
teams this year. Most of them 
are playing against top-flight ex¬ 
college basketball stars and our 
boys are doing a fine job,” said 
Tucknies. 

Employees are invited to at¬ 
tend the games. Schedules of 
game times are available at CRA 
office, ext. 5141. 


Second Shifters 
Offered Classes 

Second shift camera fans or 
would-be fans have an opportuni¬ 
ty to learn fundamentals of pic¬ 
ture-taking through recently or¬ 
ganized CRA classes. 

Training films, lectures, field 
trips, studio sessions and demon¬ 
strations have all been lined up 
by Aaron Murray, second shift 
camera activity coordinator. 

In addition, Murray points out, 
the well-equipped studio and dark¬ 
room at the CRA center are 
available to class members. 

Classes meet on Mondays from 
10 a.m. to 12 noon. 

Interested Convair employees 
or members of their family may 
receive further information from 
Murray, second shift, at ext. 4180 
or the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


Tied for second were Mrs. W. 
A. Todd and H. H. Pinkerton. 
Third and fourth places went to 
Mrs. J. M. Frost and Mrs. Mabel 
Robinson. 

Party bridge is played the first 
and third Friday of each month 
at the CRA Center. Sessions 
start at 7:30 p.m. 

The weekly duplicate section 
has changed its type of play from 
pair to individual. 

“This means that each player 
will have a new partner for each 
hand,” said Wendell Eldred, CRA 
bridge commissioner. 

“We hope this will increase 
attendance since you don’t have 
to bring a partner.” 

Eldred explained that by this 
method everyone will have a bet¬ 
ter chance to win—since the bet¬ 
ter pairs will be split up. 

“This gives the less-experienced 
player a chance to improve his 
technique by playing with the 
better players.” 

Eldred extended an invitation 
for all Convair employees or 
members of their families to at¬ 
tend the CRA sessions. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 
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Plant 2 at SD Blossoms as New and Modern Machinery Installed 


TIMES HAVE CHANGED—Where once upon a time B-24 wings "grew" at Convair's Plant 2, 
San Diego, now it's T-29 fuselages and wings. Shown above is a T-29 fuselage at left and a C-I3IA 
fuselage at right. Note the big opening for cargo door. In background are other fuselages under 
work. 


FROM FAR AWAY—Machine shop at Plant 2 San Diego has 
touch of "United Nations" as some of machines hail from Europe. 
Rows of shiny new machines rate it as "show place." 


A Gradual Expansion 


Marks Developments 


At San Diego Plant 2 


Convair's Plant 2 at San Diego, once the booming 
“parts plant" of World War II days, has steadily regained 
some of its lost lustre during the recent past and under¬ 
gone a “face lifting" at the same time. 

In fact, those who were at Plant 2 during the early 40s 
wouldn't know the place now and those who were there 
only a few months ago would find some new developments 
Although not the counterpart 


of Plant 1 in point of numbers, 
Plant 2 nevertheless has stepped 
out of knee pants. 

Employment is currently about 
6,500 and has registered a steady 
uptrend during the last six 
months, A. P. Higgins, Plant 2 
works manager, reported. He 
said he expected the same trend 
to continue during 1954 as T-29 
activity increases and the F-102 
project gains headway. 

A major share of T-29 work 
has centered at Plant 2 for some 
time. Fuselages and wings for 
the Air Force trainers are fash¬ 
ioned there and brought to Plant 
1 for final assembly. Currently, 
three models are being produced: 
the T-29C, the T-29D and the 
C-131A air evacuation transport. 
Still, another model will be forth¬ 
coming in a few months, the 
C-131B. 

Plant 2 activities have expand¬ 
ed gradually until almost all the 
buildings are now devoted to Con- 
vair projects. The John Hancock 
Mfg. Co., manufacturers of wood 
products who previously held 
space there, recently vacated a 
section in Bldg. 1 and this leaves 
only the Lyon Van and Storage 
Co. and the National Transfer 
and Storage as non-Convair ten¬ 
ants. They are expected to vacate 
ultimately. 

Although Bldg. 3 which special¬ 
izes in T-29s has made no star¬ 
tling changes recently, there are 
several other areas of the plant 
which have blossomed with the 
receipt of new machinery into 
standouts in aircraft manufactur¬ 
ing. 

The machine shop, for instance, 
has everything necessary to make 
it a “show place,” with batteries 
of shining new equipment. There 
is even an international flavor, 
for some of the machines carry 
foreign names and were built in 
Germany, France and Switzer 
land. Some are so new that they 
are among the first of their 
models produced, such as the new 
No. 5 J and L tracer lathe and 
the large Burgmaster eight spin¬ 
dle, turret type drill press. 


Other highlights include the 
welding area and the process and 
paint shop. The former is par¬ 
ticularly well-laid out with mod¬ 
ern overhead lighting. Compress¬ 
ed gases are piped to benches 
from cylinders located outside the 
building. 

“Processing facilities and the 
paint shop are located close to¬ 
gether,” John Doig, Plant 2 fac¬ 
tory manager, pointed out. “This 
permits a minimum of time lag 
and a minimum of parts handling 
between processing and paint¬ 
ing.” 

The paint shop itself is a mi¬ 
racle of automatic conveyors and 
moving belts. 

Still another area destined to 
be a model of layout, Bldg. 8, 
when completed will represent a 
complete metal forming unit. Al¬ 
ready a number of large pieces of 
machinery have been installed. 
The largest, a Sheridan stretch 
press capable of handling a piece 
of material 20 feet long and six 
feet wide, was scheduled for its 
first test run last week. This is 
the largest of its kind on the 
coast. 

Machinery is still arriving for 
Plant 2. Yet to come is a mon¬ 
ster Hi-draw capable of 7,000 
pounds pressure. It will be simi¬ 
lar to one installed at Fort Worth 
Division last year. 


b_■ 




I never realized how sensitive 
Jennie was about her age. 


Another highlight at Plant 2 is welding area, above, 
venience and efficiency. 


Layout is designed for maximum of con- 


E. G. Stout Accorded National Recognition by IAS 
For Research in High-Speed, Water-based Aircraft 


Among high points that recently blossomed at Plant 2 is paint shop shown here. Parts move by 
automatic conveyor. Paint itself is mixed in adjacent room and is available through convenient 
piping system. Processing area is in background behind canvas partition. 


Ernest G. Stout, Convair San 
Diego staff engineer, was pre¬ 
sented one of the nation’s top 
aviation honors, the Sylvanus Al¬ 
bert Reed Award, Monday (Jan. 
25) at the annual Honors Night 
Dinner staged by the Institute 
of the Aeronautical Sciences at 
the- Hotel Astor, New York. 

Named for the inventor of the 
metal propeller, the Reed Award 
is given annual¬ 
ly for the most 
notable contri¬ 
bution to avia¬ 
tion, based on 
research and ex¬ 
periments. The 
winner is select¬ 
ed each year by 
secret ballot of 
American IAS 
fellows. 

E. G. Stout Stout was the 

first Convair man to be selected 


for the honor. 

Some 1,400 leaders of the air- 
ciaft industry, including execu¬ 
te es, pilots and engineers, at¬ 
tended the affair at which 
Charles A. Lindbergh spoke. 

The citation on Stout’s award 
certificate indicated he was 
chosen as a result of “his analy¬ 
tical and experimental work con¬ 
tributing to the design and de¬ 
velopment of high-speed, water- 
based aircraft.” 

Stout is recognized internation¬ 
ally as among the world’s leading 
authorities on seaplanes and help¬ 
ed spearhead the research con¬ 
cepts that led to the successful 
development of Convair’s XF2Y-1 
“Sea Dart,” the world’s first 
water-based delta wing aircraft, 
and the R3Y “Tradewind,” the 
world’s first turboprop water- 
based transport plane. 

The Reed Award is the second 


national IAS honor paid Stout. 
In 1941, while in charge of hydro¬ 
dynamics and flight testing at 
Convair SD, he was presented the 
Lawrence Sperry Award given 
annually to the young man under 
31 who made the most notable 
contribution to aviation. He was 
cited then for his- work in the 
experimental determination of the 
hydrodynamic stability of flying 
boats and seaplanes. 

Stout joined Convair SD in 
1936. He holds a commission in 
the U. S. Naval Reserve and his 
workwdth the Navy during World 
War II carried him to war thea¬ 
ters in the Pacific and Europe. 
He is a fellow of the Institute of 
the Aeronautical Sciences, chair¬ 
man of the subcommittee on sea¬ 
planes for the National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics and 
a member of the NACA commit¬ 
tee on hydrodynamics. 































































Convair XFY-1, Called 'The Pogo Stick/ Makes Splash in U.S. Press 


BUILT TO FLY 
STRAIGHT UP! 

Convair’s XFY-1 made its of¬ 
ficial debut last week in news¬ 
papers, magazines and on TV 
screens. 

Pictures of the airplane were 
released along with a U.S. Navy 
announcement stating that two 
new experimental aircraft de¬ 
signed for taking off and landing 
in vertical position, yet flying 
horizontally at fighter plane 
speeds, had progressed to the 
(Continued on page 8) 
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NICKNAME, POGO—Subject of press speculation for last six weeks, this is Convair XFY-I, de¬ 
signed to takeoff vertically, yet fly horizontally at fighter plane speed. It is pictured at San Diego 
aboard special carrying vehicle. _ 



Polio Ward Benefits 
From Con-Trib Funds 

City-County Hospital is fast developing one of the 
best-equipped polio wards in Texas—thanks to equipment 
purchased through Convair FW employees Con-Trib-Club 


donations. 

Since the program’s inception, 
approximately $25,000 of equip¬ 
ment bought by Con-Trib has 
gone into the ward. 

Latest additions, announced this 
week by C-T-C, are “meals-on- 
wheels,” medicine and ice carts, 
physical therapy tables and a 
microtherm unit. 

The “meals-on-wheels” cart en¬ 
ables hospital personnel to serve 
hot meals to bed-ridden patients. 
The stainless steel carts have 
built-in heating and cooling units 
as well as spaces for trays and 
plates, toasters and juice contain¬ 
ers. 

“This is a definite improve¬ 
ment,” said Lowell Hudson, City- 
County Hospital administrator, 
“over the former method and en¬ 
ables the patient to enjoy better 
food.” 

Two other stainless steel items 
are the medicine cart and chipped 
ice carrier and dispenser. The 
medicine cart has racks in which 
glasses are placed as well as a 
pitcher and storage room. The ice 


dispenser enables hospital person¬ 
nel to wheel the ice with them 
instead of making a series of 
trips to the ice container in an¬ 
other room. 

Especially important is the 
microtherm unit which gives polio 
patients intense heating in local¬ 
ized areas. 

“We use this type treatment on 
peaces like knee or elbow joints,” 
said Hudson. “They’re more effi¬ 
cient than infra-ray treatments.” 

(Continued on page 2) 


New Assistant Chief 
Engineers For SD 

Two new assistant chief en¬ 
gineers have been named at San 
Diego Division. 

J. H. Famme, former chief pro¬ 
ject engineer, has been named to 
succeed the late Mr. N. W. Bou- 
ley who died in January of this 
year. C. F. McCabe, formerly 
chief electronics engineer, suc¬ 
ceeds J. F. Schirtzinger who has 
left the company to head a Los 
Angeles tool concern. 


RB-36 Sq. in 
Fourth Year 

With more than 11,000 RB-36 
hours 1 behind them, airmen and 
officers of the Air Forced 23rd 
Strategic Reconnaissance Squad¬ 
ron in February went into their 
fourth year at the controls of the 
world’s largest intercontinental 
bombers. 

(A Strategic Reconnaissance 
Squadron is the “eyes and ears” 
of Strategic Air Command. Re¬ 
connaissance planes in time of 
war provide AF staffs with in¬ 
formation on enemy targets to en¬ 
able B-36 strategic bombers later 
to destroy the enemy’s war-mak¬ 
ing ability. B-36s themselves do 
the strategic bombing.) 

The Squadron’s “birthday” an¬ 
niversary was commemorated at 
Fairfield-Suisun AF Base, Calif., 
by a brief review of the squad¬ 
ron’s history in the base news¬ 
paper. Howard Bissell, Convair 
FW Division service engineering 
field engineer, is stationed at 
Fairfield-Suisun. 

In the past year, the squadron 
flew more than 4,700 hours with 
out either a major or minor acci¬ 
dent. 

The squadron’s flying schedule 
took crews over most of the 48 
states and to England and Green¬ 
land last year. The crew of Maj. 
Van Brown represented the 23rd 
in a first mass flight of 36s from 
Travis AF Base to England. 

The year also saw crews com¬ 
plete a successful training mis¬ 
sion at Thule AF Base, Green¬ 
land, the nation’s northern-most 
air base, where they obtained 
vital experience in polar naviga¬ 
tion and operation. 

Boasting more than 50 mem¬ 
bers with more than 1,000 flight 
hours in RB-36s, the 23rd also 
made a number of public appear¬ 
ances. They participated in dedi¬ 
cation of Travis and Fairchild AF 
Bases, the International Air Show 
in Detroit and the Royal Nether¬ 
lands Air Force Show at Soester- 
berg. 

History of the squadron goes 
back to World War I, when the 
outfit arrived in France on Nov. 
11, 1918—the day the war ended. 
In 1922, the squadron was ship¬ 
ped to Hawaii, where it began a 
20-year tour climaxed by the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 
Dec. 7, 1941, 


FW Will Build 
B-52 Bomber 
Sub Assemblies 


Convair Fort Worth will build an undisclosed number 
of subassemblies for the B-52 all-jet bomber, August C. 
Esenwein, division manager, announced Sunday. 


The subcontract, with Boeing’s 
Wichita division where the swept 
wing planes are built, was de¬ 
scribed as a “sizable one” and 
Esenwein said he expects it to 
“have a stabilizing effect on em¬ 
ployment at Convair FW during 
the next two or three years.” 


The subassemblies will include 
tail fins and outboard wing as¬ 
semblies. 

“The subcontract also calls for 
Convair to build a substantial 
amount of tooling,” Esenwein 
continued, “so production could be 
speeded up later, if required.” 


Turboprops Installed JK 
In New YC-131C at FW 


Installation of engines was scheduled to be complete 
today (March 24) at Fort Worth Division for an Air Force 
development engineering inspection of one of Convair’s 
newest babies—the turboprop YC-131C. 


The inspection by specialists 
representing four organizations 
within the AF was scheduled to 
cover both today and Thursday in 
a specially enclosed area of the 
development hangar. 

It brings the plane one step 
nearer test flight, according to 
V. Dolson, development manager, 
and P. J. Lynch, project en¬ 
gineer. 

The 14-man AF board was to 
be chairmaned by Lt. Col. H. E. 
Wolf from Wright Air Develop¬ 
ment Center. Observers included 
representatives from Air Ma¬ 
teriel Command, San Antonio Air 
Materiel Area and Oklahoma City 
Air Materiel Area.. 

The Allison YT56-A3 turbo¬ 
prop engines are rated at 3,250 
horsepower, compared to the 
2,400 hp of the piston engines of 
the Convair model 340. 

The new engines will give the 
131 more speed than do piston 
engines, but will be more eco¬ 
nomical of fuel and oil than would 
a pure jet engine. 

“The turboliner will cruise copr 
siderably faster than the Model 
340, and will have a much higher 
service ceiling,” said Lynch. 

“And since the turbo-prop has 
no reciprocating parts, there will 
be virtually no vibration to dis¬ 
turb crews or passengers, and 
the noise level will be consider- 
(Continued cm Page 2) 


Club to Hear 
Montgomery 

Maj. Gen. John B. Mont¬ 
gomery, commanding gener¬ 
al of the Eighth Air Force, 
Carswell AFB, will speak on 
“Strategic Air Power—Yes¬ 
terday and Today,” at the 
Convair FW Management 
Club meeting Saturday. 

He will be introduced by Au¬ 
gust C. Esenwein, division man¬ 
ager, at the noon meeting at the 
Casino. 

A pilot for 20 years, General 
Montgomery has been command¬ 
ing general at Carswell since 
May 8, 1953. Earlier he was Di¬ 
rector of Operations for SAC at 
Offut AFB, Nebraska. 

He has been awarded the Dis¬ 
tinguished Service Medal, Silver 
Star, Legion of Merit, Distin¬ 
guished Flying Cross with one 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Air Medal and 
Bronze Star Medal. He is rated 
as a command pilot, celestial navi¬ 
gator, aircraft observer and tech¬ 
nical observer. 

The general has a total of more 
than 4,860 hours flying time, 
1,250 of which are in four-engine 
(Continued on Page 2) 



INSTALLATION—Development department crews install first 
Allison yT56-A3 turboprop engine in Convair model 340 at Con¬ 


vair FW. 
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★ ★ Service Emblems * ★ 


FORT WORTH 

The following service pins are due 
during the period March 15 through 

March 31 -“—-——. 

W 

Ten-year pin: Dept. 3, E. B. Pech- 
acek. Dept. 9, N. K. Luce. Dept. 14, 

A. B. Gathings. Dept. 22, A. G. Evans, 

X. S. Richardson, R. H. Young. Dept. 

24, R. L. Medley, M. Miller. 

Dept. 30, E. Rivera. Dept. 31, E. D. 
Cupp. Dept. 47, A. O. Cross, E. C. 
Irvin, H. O. Luning. Dept. 48, C. O. 

Goains. Dept. 50, F. E. Brown, C. S. 
Frederick, E. Grimes, N. McBride. 

Dept. 63, J. Worsham. Dept. 64, B. 
E. Dunsworth, L. T. Williamson. Dept. 
65 D. W. Summers. Dept. 73, L. T. 

Estes. Dept. 74, W. A. Long. Dept. 81, 
J. W. Pickett. i t 

Dept. 82, A. Y. Taylor. Dept. 91, J. 
M. Wells. Dept. 92, J. G. Simms. Dept. 
93, C. E. Bays. Dept. 99, L. A. Ames, 
A. P. Smith. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 4, W. Black¬ 
wood, J. L. Elston, L. A. Mele. Dept. 
6, J. M. Murchison. Dept. 11, E. H. 
Ocheltree. Dept. 14, A. Layton. 

Dept. 15, N. Daves, K. H. Faulkner, 
Jr. Dept. 20, S. B. Allen, P. M. Car- 
rell, R. L. Hodge, J. A. Sanders. Dept. 
22, N. T. Bailey, D. G. Boyd, R. W. 
Frost, J. W. Glass, M. M. Graves, E. 
R. Irwin, J. A. Moore, D. R. O Toole, 
C. A. Sedberry. 

Dept. 24, J. J. Grucella, L. W. Ham- 
ilton. Dept. 25, K. B. Brackeen, C. J. 
Faulkner, L. M. Jeffries, D. L. Lott, 


Births 

FORT WORTH 

CHAMBERLIN—Son, Raymond Burl, 
7 lbs., 3 oz., born Feb. 2 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Chamberlin, Dept. 50. 

GANT—Son, Lloyd, 6 lbs., 5V 2 oz 
born March 8 to Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd 
R. Gant, Dept. 6-9. 

KOENIG—Son, Donald Lynn, 6 lbs., 
13 oz., born Feb. 22 to Mr. and Mrs. 
George Koenig, Dept. 65. 

Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions and transfers to or 
within supervision and professional and 
administrative personnel effective March 
9: 

Dept. 4, Material: to cost estimator, 
D. L. Faulkner; to product change an¬ 
alyst, L. J. Lee; to procurement repre¬ 
sentative, S. G. Matthews; to cost 
analyst, A. L. Meadows, III; to product 
change analyst, H. H. Nelson, W. W. 
Sambel. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to structure 
engineer, L. S. Day, Jr. ; to adminstra- 
tive assistant, R. L. Gabbe; to senior 
flight test engineer, C. T. Jones; to 
design engineer, T. A. Kivikko, V. J. 
Leonard ; to senior nuclear engineer, J. 
C. Nance. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tooling analyst, 

B. B. Burnett, R. R. Hunt. 

C. H. Pittillo, M. D. Smith, R. D. 
Woodall. 


Dept. 27, L. F. Coy, F. E. Greer, J. 

D. Greer, A. Hathcox, C. H. Hiner, 
L. P. Thompson. Dept. 29, M. B. Ra¬ 
dons. Dept. 31, D. H. Butler, A. C. 
Dane, C. B. Howard, B. B. Odom, J. 
B. Thomason. Dept. 44, N. V. Milstead. 

Dept. 46, E. R. Gibson. Dept. 48, G. 
D. Worrell. Dept. 50, J. C. Roberson, 
Jr. Dept. 64, E. C. Hardin, Jr. Dept. 
65, J. R. Brewer. Dept. 73, H. L. Ba¬ 
ker. 

Dept. 74, T. O. Dickinson, J. C. Lut- 
trell. Dept. 75, O. D. W. Wright. Dept. 
76, B. Foley. Dept. 81, G. D. Bell, Jr., 
A. D. Farrell. Dept. 82, V. Cruz. Dept. 
94, T. J. Snow. 

Personals 

FORT WORTH 

I would like to take this means of 
thanking each and every one of those 
who had a part in sending the nice 
flowers at the death of my mother, 
Mrs. Gertrude McDonald. 

W. W. “Dutch” McDonald 
Dept. 22-3 


Students Get 
Class Refund 

Twenty Convair FW Manage¬ 
ment Club members were on the 
receiving end recently after com¬ 
pleting TCU - Management Club 
sponsored classes. 

They received a 50 per cent 
tuition refund from the Manage¬ 
ment Club for outstanding 
achievement in their classes. M. 
E. Caraway is personal develop¬ 
ment chairman in charge of the 
program. 

Those receiving tuition refunds 
were C. E. Sloan, Dept. 8; J. L. 
Butts, Dept. 3; Hoyt Clark, Dept. 
3; W. P. Bolding, Dept. 24; G. 
H. Craig, Dept. 6; D. W. Priddy, 
Dept. 29. 

G. C. Tate, Dept. 29; W. Max¬ 
well, Dept. 24; A. L. Conrad, 
Dept. 22; G. E. Curry, Dept. 27; 
W. R. Anderson, Dept. 94; J. R. 
Stovall, Dept. 82. 

A. R. Carson, Dept. 29; John 
Alcon, Dept. 76; J. 0. Muncy, 
Jr., Dept. 93; George Eyster, 
Dept. 82; S. B. Benjamin, Dept. 
95; G. L. Olson, Dept. 82; A. V. 
Cato, Dept. 9; L. W. Garvin, 
Dept. 31. 



DOUBLE DOSE—Convair FW engineers may be doing, double 
takes when they encounter Wallace and Wayne Ball, twins who hired 
in recently. L. E. Adams, interviewer, is helping them fill out ques¬ 
tionnaire. 


Turbo Power Plants Now 
Installed in New YC-131 C 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ably lower than in piston-driven 
craft.” 

The modification reduces the 
net weight of the airplane sub¬ 
stantially. 

The new engines also make pos¬ 
sible a saving in fuel costs, since 
a low grade kerosene-type fuel 
costing only 12 cents a gallon is 
used. This compares with about 
30 cents a gallon for high octane 
aviation gasoline required for 


many piston engines. 

According to W. D. Halsey, de¬ 
velopment administrator, the mod¬ 
ification was accomplished in 
record time, and the same type 
of modification could be made on 
any 340 with a minimum of time 
in lay-up. 

The first YC-131C is expected 
to go into an extensive flight 
test program early this summer 
to prove its superior performance 
and economy of operation and 
maintenance, according to Lynch. 
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Cost Manual Developed to Aid 
In Economical Mfg. of Parts 


SIFTS—At left above City-County Hospital Nurses Dorothea Webb and June Patrick demonstrate 
new medicine cart while at right Betty Steele uses new microtherm unit on young patient. This is 
part of equipment bought for polio ward by Con-Trib-Club. 

Polio Ward 
Benefits 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Also included in the recent ad¬ 
dition were four adjustable physi¬ 
cal therapy tables. They enable 
physical therapists to adjust the 
tables to the proper heights for 
best working conditions. 

“City-County Hospital’s polio 
ward serves 15 counties,” said 
Hudson. “In event of polio, Con¬ 
vair FW employees or their chil¬ 
dren would probably be treated 
here. 

“We feel quite fortunate to 
have modern up-to-date equipment 
through Con-Trib-Club gifts to 
insure better care for you or 
your children.” 


Over an eight-year period, Con¬ 
vair FW has developed a valuable 
key to accurately determining the 
cost of parts before they are built. 

The aide is a 700-page, three- 
volume tome titled “Engineering 
Cost Control.” 

Ed Rohn, chief design engineer 
at FW, explained its use: 

“When we are engineering an 
airplane, we try to examine each 
and every part to determine which 
is the most economical manner of 
making the part, though keeping 
quality uppermost in mind at the 
same time.” 

The cost control manual is a 
big help in this endeavor. Here is 
how it works: 

A cost-conscious engineer 
studies an item such as a B-36 
door link—an aluminum part 
making a portion of the hinge¬ 
like mechanism which opens and 
closes the main landing gear 
doors. # 

It is machined h’om bar stock, 
and the shaping operations in¬ 
clude rough mill, face mill, strad¬ 
dle mill, gang mill and finish pro¬ 
file inside and outside. 

Production set-up time for a 
132-airplane lot is 96.2 manhours; 
machine set-up cost is $27.86; 
machine operating cost is $22.58; 
material cost is $9.80; tooling 
(amortized) is $3.59; or a total 
cost of $63.83 for the lot. 

By referring to his Engineering 
Cost Control manual, the engineer 
computes what the cost would be 
if the part were made by casting 
rather than by machining: 

Production set-up time would 
be 8.4 manhours; casting cost is 
$21.19; casting pattern (amor¬ 
tized) is $3.09; machine set-up 
cost is $2.39; and machine opera¬ 
tion cost is 31 cents; or a total of 
$26.98. 

The savings in manufacturing 
cost is $4,753.65 for the total con¬ 
tract, plus a saving of 555 pounds 
of aluminum. 

“And almost $5,000 saved isn't 
peanuts,” comments Rohn, “even 
on a contract which involves 


many millions of dollars.” 

The example cited is but one of 
many considerations which the 
engineer may analyze by refer¬ 
ence to the Engineering Cost Con¬ 
trol manual. Tables and charts 
also help him to analyze strength 
and weights of the various types 
of metals which he might use, 
such as aluminum, magnesium, 
bronze, steel and the like. 

Other examples of savings 
made are a sheet metal assembly 
which cost $76 in its original de¬ 
sign form. It was redesigned to 
call for a one-piece plastic job 
costing $30. This saved approxi¬ 
mately $32,500 over the life of the 
contract. 

The costs which engineers con¬ 
sider in the designing of any 
given part include these: engi¬ 
neering, tooling, material, labor 
and overhead. 

Development of the cost control 
manual has been under way some 
eight years since Rohn was as¬ 
sistant to the chief engineer at 
SD Division. Through continual 
expansion and revision, the man¬ 
ual has grown to its present size 
of 700-plus pages. 

Says Rohn: 

“We don’t forget for a minute 
that performance is our most im¬ 
portant product. But cost comes 
in a close second.” 


Turner and Brady 
Get Pomona Posts 

Q. G. Turner has been named 
manager-administrative services 
at Pomona Division and C. A. 
Brady is now chief-plant engi¬ 
neering. 

Turner served with the Miami 
Division during the war and later 
was at San Diego. Most recently 
he has served as Convair’s senior 
representative at the Applied 
Physics Laboratory, The Johns 
Hopkins University. Brady join¬ 
ed the company in 1940 in San 
Diego, was a general foreman in 
maintenance during the war. He 
has held his present position in 
acting capacity since last October. 


Gen. Montgomery 
To Address Club 

(Continued from Page 1) 
aircraft. More than 80 hours was 
accumulated in the F-84. 

Jack Brittain, club president, 
said a barbecue lunch will be 
served. The meeting starts at 
12:30 p.m. 



SPEAKER FOR FW —Mem¬ 
bers of Convair Fort Worth Man¬ 
agement Club will hear Maj. 
Gen. John B. Montgomery as 
guest speaker this weekend 
(March 27) at the Casino. 



SWISH SISTERS—Convair FW thought time had turned back recently when this group showed up 
for work in these costumes! They were calling attention to Johnson County Centennial Celebration. 
Left to right: Ruth Moon, Jessie Wigley, Anita Neff, Gladys Booth. 
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Most Members of F-102 Flight Test Live in Lancaster and Commute 



DESERT LIVING—Here's where and how Convair folk live who are assigned to 
F-102 Flight Test. Most have quarters in Lancaster, Calif., about 30 miles from 
base, such as R. R. Blakeslee, instrumentation technician, lower left, shown with 
Mrs. Blakeslee, Loretta and Bob Jr. Or such as "bachelors" at lower right: M. P. 


Dominquez, H. C. Murray, Larry Failor and Herb Blumel. At top right is high school 
and junior college located at Lancaster, while top left shows main street. Building 
at far left, incidentally, is a landmark. It was built in 1884. Lancaster is not incor¬ 
porated, is governed by L. A. County supervisors, has no city taxes. 


Atiiaticn CxcerptA 


Canadair Ltd. of Montreal has 
received contracts to build addi¬ 
tional Sabre jets and also to build 
a military version of the Bristol 
Brittania, John Jay Hopkins, 
chairman of the General Dynam¬ 
ics Corp. Board of Directors, an¬ 
nounced last month. 

Canadair already has built more 
than 900 Sabres, of which more 
than 300 now comprise four 
NATO operational wings in Eu¬ 
rope. The military version of the 
Brittania, largest commercial 
airliner in production in the 
world, is expected to replace the 
Lancaster bomber presently used 
by the Royal Canadian AF as a 
submarine hunter. The plane is 
designated as a marine reconnais¬ 
sance aircraft. Although the com¬ 
mercial Brittania is powered by 
four Bristol propeller turbine en¬ 
gines, the MR planes will use 
Wright 3350 compound piston 
engines more suited to long- 
range, low-cruising speeds for 
overwater reconnaissance. The 
commercial Brittania has a wing- 
spread of 140 feet, a fuselage 
length of 114 feet and cruising 
speed is about 400 mph. 

Hopkins pointed out that this 
type aircraft has obvious possi¬ 
bilities as a commercial and mili¬ 
tary transport powered by turbo¬ 
prop engines capable of non-stop 

Atlantic flights. 

* * * 

American Aviation Daily says 
the Navy expects to have some 
Convair R3Ys in operation in the 

Pacific by the end of this year. 

* * * 

Writing in “Planes” magazine, 
Air Force Secretary Harold E. 
Forbes was quoted by the Daily 
as saying “new look” for aircraft 
procurement will favor manufac¬ 
turing organizations proving 
themselves capable of creating 
the advanced weapons necessary 


to air leadership. AF by June 
will have 21,000 aircraft in 115 
wings and by June of 1955 will 
have 22,900 aircraft in 121 wings. 
* * * 

A British government spokes¬ 
man recently placed the strength 
of the Soviet AF at 20,000 planes 
and the Soviet Navy’s air arm 

ai 3,000 planes. 

* * * 

First actual photographs of new 
Russian turboprop bombers show 
that the larger, called Tupolev 
200 and in class with Convair 
B-36, is not far off from a specu¬ 
lative story and sketch carried by 
Convairiety May 7, 1952, based on 
unverified reports about a “Rus¬ 
sian B-36.” Specifications as re¬ 
ported by Aviation Week on the 
Tupolev 200 are: wingspan 236 
feet (B-36 is 230), length 200 feet 
(B-36: 162), maximum speed 465 
mph (B-36: “in excess of 435 
mph”), service ceiling 50,000 feet, 
range 4,800 miles. Russian bomb¬ 
er is reported to have six turbo¬ 
props for power. 

Esenwein, Hicks to 
Be at Fund Dinner 

August C. Esenwein, Convair 
FW Division manager, and M. L. 
Hicks, assistant division manager, 
Thursday night (March 25) will 
attend the second annual meeting 
of Fort Worth-Tarrant County 
United Fund. 

The dinner meeting will be held 
in the Crystal Ballroom of the 
Hotel Texas. 

Robert W. Kneebone, vice presi¬ 
dent of the National Bank of 
Commerce of Houston, will be 
keynote speaker. He will talk on 
“Looking at Tomorrow’s Job To¬ 
day.” 

Hicks is vice president of the 
United Fund. 



"Let's go back home an' try it again earlier in the morning." 



IT'S A RECORD—Helen Mar¬ 
shall of Dept. 24, Convair SD, 
who on her first attempt at Em¬ 
ployee Suggestion rang bell with 
largest award ever recorded for 
woman at Convair San Diego. 

’Beginner Hits 
$630 Award With 
Her Suggestion 

“Beginner’s luck” paid off for 
Helen Marshall this month when 
she received the largest Employee 
Suggestion award ($630) ever 
earned by a woman at Convair 
San Diego. It was her first ES 
in the 12 years she has worked 
for the company. 

Mrs. Marshall receives $315 
now and the remainder in six 
months if her idea is still in ef¬ 
fect. 

Her suggestion involved simpli¬ 
fication of paper work performed 
by the parts release group of 
manufacturing control. 

Mrs. Marshall recently submit¬ 
ted her second ES and remarked 
she is “keeping her fingers cross¬ 
ed” on it. 

Mrs. Marshall’s daughter, Mar¬ 
lene Pullman, is in Dept. 5 at 
SD. She has a son, George, form¬ 
erly of Dept. 31, now in the U. S. 
Navy. 


F-102 Flight Testers Fit 
Selves to Desert Life 

Convair’s F-102 Flight Test Operation at the Air Force 
Flight Test Center, Edwards Air Force Base, is due to 
grow some during the comin g months, according to Phil 
Prophett, manager. 


“At present there are 130 peo¬ 
ple engaged in this operation,” 
Prophett said. “By August, 1954, 
we expect the total to reach 250. 
Most of these new jobs will re¬ 
quire workers in a number of 
fields.” 

In addition, added space for the 
F-102 work is expected to be turn¬ 
ed over to Convair in the near 
future. The Air Force has indi¬ 
cated a hangar now occupied by 
the National Advisory Committee 
for Aeronautics will be available 
to Convair just as soon as new 
quarters are completed for that 
group. At present the F-102 
operation occupies a corner of one 
hangar, office space in two build¬ 
ings and some portable space. 

Currently, there are about 50 
Convair families in the area. Most 
of these live in Lancaster, a town 
of 11,000 located 30 miles from 
Edwards. The remainder of the 
personnel are “bachelors” who re¬ 
side in one of the modern housing 



RETIRING—E. H. Lang, veter¬ 
an Navy inspector, at San Diego, 
left active duty last week after 
long career. He came west when 
company moved from Buffalo. 


E. H. Lang, Veteran Navy Inspector 
On Convair Airplanes, Retires 


Convair SD and the Navy 
BuAer office at San Diego said 
farewell to a real “old-timer” this 
month when E. H. Lang, chief 
Navy inspector, retired. Lang has 
completed almost 24 years as a 
Navy inspector, 20 of which were 
spent with Convair and related 
companies. 

A native of Buffalo, N. Y., 
Lang worked for the old Curtiss 
Airplane and Motor Corp. there 
from 1916 until 1930. He became 
a Navy inspector at the same 
plant in 1931 and moved to Con¬ 
solidated Aircraft Co. in the same 


capacity in 1934. 

When Consolidated moved to 
San Diego in 1935, Lang was per¬ 
suaded to come west, too. He 
became chief Navy inspector in 
1941 and held this job until his 
retirement. 

Lang worked on many Convair 
firsts. He was the Navy inspector 
for the XPY-1 and also the first 
PBY-1 Consolidated built for the 
Navy. 

He remarked he planned to “do 
a little fishing, a little farming, 
a little traveling and a lot of put¬ 
tering.” 


units Convair has taken over and 
furnished in Lancaster. 

“We have quarters for 90 men 
at present. These are maintained 
for men here permanently and 
those visiting Edwards for short 
periods,” said Larry Failor, in¬ 
dustrial relations representative 
and housing manager. “Family 
housing is a problem but we make 
every effort to help families find 
suitable quarters.” 

(The Lancaster-Palmdale area, 
often described as the new “jet 
aircraft center of America,” has 
seen rapid population increases 
during the past year with the 
moving of jet test facilities of 
several aircraft firms to the 
Palmdale Airport nine miles south 
of Lancaster.) 

“Bachelors” find living ideal in 
the nine duplex apartment units. 
Each contains two bedrooms with 
twin beds, a bathroom, living 
room and a kitchen-dining room 
combined. Rentals are much 
lower than outside housing. Many 
“residents” have added television 
(all Los Angeles signals come in 
clearly). 

On the base employees have ac¬ 
cess to the Post Exchange, barber 
shop, laundry and cleaning facili¬ 
ties, officer’s and enlisted men’s 
dubs and the local Bank of Amer¬ 
ica Branch. 

Spare time (after a six-day 
week!) is spent in a number of 
ways. There are two movies, a 
bowling *alley, parks and picnic 
areas and a local swimming pool 
open to the public. Miles of desert 
and nearby mountain trails offer 
relaxation to those who like the 
outdoors. Fishing is a favorite 
sport and lakes and mountain 
stieam often provide full creels. 

Lancaster straddles the Sierra 
Highway 75 miles north of Los 
Angeles. It is the center of Ante¬ 
lope Valley, a 4,000-mile area 
a half mile above sea level that 
produces poultry, agriculture and 
livestock. Summer temperatures 
sometimes get up to 105 degrees 
but usually the nights are cool. 
In wintertime the mercury some¬ 
times can drop to 20 degrees but 
the days are usually bright and 
clear. The climate is described as 
“arid” with from six to eight 
inches of moisture falling annual¬ 
ly, mostly from December to 
April. 

There are no city taxes in Lan¬ 
caster since it is an unincorpor¬ 
ated community governed by the 
Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors. The county also 
provides police and fire protec¬ 
tion, a supervisor for playgrounds 
and a branch of the county li¬ 
brary. 


















































Page 4 


CONVAIRIETY 


March 24, 1954 



VARIETY SHOW—Convair SD Management Club "hard times" 
dance brought out some gay costumes. Wearing nose, at left, is 
G. J. Leggott of Dept. 212. "Dancing girls" who greeted guests 
are Florence Cosenza, Catherine Pickard and Margaret Senn. 


FW Caller Summoned 
To 'Nationals' of Dance 


The fine art of square dance 
calling seems to be second nature 
with Convair FW industrial rela¬ 
tions representative Cal Moore. 

And that’s probably one of the 
reasons he’s been chosen to par¬ 
ticipate with the nation’s top call¬ 
ers in the National Square Danc¬ 
ing Convention in Dallas next 
month. 

Moore will not only put his own 
“Grand Square” through some 
fancy paces, but will be on hand 
to instruct other callers during 
the square dance clinic. 

The convention will be held 
April 8, 9, 10 with 50,000 inter¬ 
ested square dancers expected to 
attend. 

According to Moore, square 


dancing has been his favorite 
pastime since 1934. 

“We had a group called the 
Old-Fashioned Dance Club and 
we were the only active square 
dancers I know of in this area,” 
said Moore. “Eventually the in¬ 
terest in square dancing broad- 

m - : - ^ 

ened as a group of us taught and 
called for newly forming groups.” 

About this time Moore organ¬ 
ized his “Grand Square,” which 
made many appearances at local 
civic groups and charitable func¬ 
tions. 

This same group is now on a 
weekly television show known as 
“Bewley Barn Dance” with Moore 
as the caller. 



CALLER CALLED—Cal Moore 
of Convair FW who will appear 
with top square dance callers. 





IT WAS A BALL—Recognition of some of guests at SD party would have 
stumped Sgt. Friday. At far left, believe it or not, is Jim Hopkins presenting Mug 
o' the Month to Roy Ashe. Next photo shows Mr. and Mrs. P. W. Donaldson 
(Dept. 46) in burlap rig, and next is jail scene with Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Maving 


(Depts. 4 and 225) behind bars and "Sheriff" George Loudermilk (Dept. 212) with 
key. At far right are Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Copold, former CRA commissioner at 
Fort Worth Division, now at San Diego. Some of costumes were outlandish, some 
highly original. Dance was in Balboa Park. 


Conference on Spare Parts Draws 


Aircraft Reps, to Convair SD 


sions. 

Mail Boxes Put Up 
To Serve Pomona 


i — 










■Uv 


.... 


IS THIS TEXAS?—Unseasonable snow startled Convair FW March 5 and covered this B-36. Week 
following temperatures were over 90! 


Convair greeted guests from 
13 aircraft firms March 18-19 
when the western region spare 
parts committee, Aircraft Indus¬ 
tries Association, convened in San 
Diego. 

The committee’s task was to re¬ 
solve western region comments 
prior to a national spares meet¬ 
ing scheduled for April 6, 7 and 


Pomona Management 
Club Meets Friday 

The Convair Pomona Manage¬ 
ment Club will have its monthly 
meeting Friday evening (March 
26) at The Palms in Glendora. 
Social hour begins at 6 p.m., with 
dinner starting at 7 p.m. Manu¬ 
facturing control is the sponsor¬ 
ing department. 


8 in Washington, D. C., accofding 
to J. V. Dickson, Convair SD 
parts sales manager. 

On the SD agenda were reviews 
of the adequacy of the Air Force 
programming check list and other 
items pertinent to spares activity 
on current and new Air Force and 
Navy contracts. 

“Normally, these meetings are 
held at AIA offices in Los An¬ 
geles but recently it has been 
deemed beneficial to hold them at 
various manufacturers’ plants for 
better overall coordination,” Dick¬ 
son said. “Committee activities 
in the past have resulted in im- 
jjrovements in basic spares sup¬ 
port problems, in reducing costs 
to manufacturers as well as to 
the Air Force and Navy and ulti¬ 
mately the taxpayer.” 

Representatives were invited 
from such aircraft firms as 
Hughes, Boeing, Rohr, Lockheed, 
Douglas, Bendix, Ryan, Chance 
Vought, Solar, Northrop, Temco, 
AiResearch Mfg. Co. and Convair 
San Diego and Fort Worth Divi- 


The U. S. Post Office depart¬ 
ment has placed mail boxes near 
the lobby entrances to Buildings 
1 and 4 for the convenience of 
Convair Pomona employees, Q. G. 
Turner, manager of administra¬ 
tive services, has announced. 

Mail will be collected from the 
boxes by postal employees at 9 
a.m. and 4:58 p.m., Monday 

through Saturday, and at 4:15 
p.m. on Sundays and holidays. 


"DECORATED"—When A. A. 
Shelley of Dept. 24-2 at Fort 
Worth returned to work recently 
he found out that associates 
wouldn't let him escape so light¬ 
ly from an injury suffered while 
hunting. Shelley who shot him¬ 
self accidentally in the leg. was 
"decorated" with a purple bullet 
and purple ribbon with safety 
pin, thereby becoming a member 
of "Order of Purple Shaft." 


Volunteers Sought 
For CD Police Unit 

Convair FW employees inter¬ 
ested in civil defense were invited 
this week to join the Civil De¬ 
fense Auxiliary Police. 

New classes of instruction will 
begin the first part of April. 

Further information may be 
obtained from George R. Harvey, 
Dept. 50, station 3, or Capt. James 
Derden, VA-5348. 


April 15 is Deadline 
For Filing Calif. 
Income Tax Returns 


MINE HOST—Supt. and Mrs. F. H. McLaughlin, host and hostess. 


School Teachers to See 
FW Plant Education Day 


Convair FW will open its doors 
to 100 Fort Worth school teachers 
April 2 in observance of Business 
Education Day. 

Convair is among local indus¬ 
tries and business firms who will 
play host to the 2,200 Fort Worth 
teachers during the day. All 
schools will be closed for the 
event. 

According to Loyd L. Turner, 
special assistant to the division 
manager, the group will arrive at 
Convair at 9 a.m. They will meet 
in the main conference room to 


be welcomed by August C. Esen- 
wein, division manager. 

After a tour of the plant, ac¬ 
companied by a group of super¬ 
visors, they will have lunch in the 
Convair dining room. Department 
heads will meet with the group at 
that time. After lunch they will 
again adjourn to the main con¬ 
ference room to hear several 
talks by Convair personnel. Vari¬ 
ous problems of aircraft manu¬ 
facturing will be discussed. 

A question and answer period 
will follow. 


Convair San Diego and Pomona 
employees were reminded this 
week of the April 15 deadline for 
filing California income tax re¬ 
turns. 

California law requires the fol¬ 
lowing to file returns: 

Single persons who have a net 
income of $2,000 or more; married 
couples with a combined net in¬ 
come of $3,500 or more. Any 
person or couple having a gross 
income of $5,000 or more must 
file regardless of the amount of 
the net income. 

Earnings to be reported in Cali¬ 
fornia are shown on W-2 and 1099 
forms (issued for federal income 
tax purposes) already issued by 
the company. Copies of these 
forms were furnished to the state 
in all cases where earnings are 
large enough to require a tax re¬ 
turn as required by law. 


Temple Speaker at 
Safety Conference 

Fred Temple, safety engineer¬ 
ing supervisor at Convair FW, 
recently returned from the South¬ 
ern Safety Conference in Louis¬ 
ville, Ky. 

During the three-day confer¬ 
ence, Temple addressed the aero¬ 
nautical section. His talk was 
entitled “Building a Safety Pro¬ 
gram into the Line Organization.” 
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THOSE WERE THE DAYS!—How many can remember the collapsible drinking 
cups that were standard traveling equipment when this railway car was young? 
How they usually collapsed when full; and how trains used to stop for lunch at 


"Fred Harveys"? Those were the days when travel was an adventure. This par¬ 
ticular private car is owned by D. H. Gerbaz, FW engineer. It isn't running at 
the moment and is at a standstill in Colorado. But it's a lavish museum piece. 


Fort Worth Engineer's Private Railway Car Brings Back 
Memories (to us Old Folks) of Travels of the Past 

One of only three people known in the United States to own their own private 
railroad car— 

That’s D. H. Gerbaz of Convair FW’s engineering department. (The others are 
Lucius Beebe, formerly a New York columnist, now a wealthy resident of Virginia 
City, Nev., and Elliott Whit e Springs, South Carolina t e xtile manufacturer.) 

Gerbaz’s car at the moment is 


in Colorado where it undergoes 
repairs during his vacations. At 
present it is not “rail-worthy.” 

“But in a few more years, if I 
get enough work done on it,” he 
said, “I hope to be able to travel 
in it or possibly exhibit it 
throughout the country.” 

Gerbaz’s fulfillment stems from 
a childhood interest in railroads 
and, especially abandoned rail¬ 
road grades. He studied about 
them, collected items from old 
railroads and finally bought his 
own car. 

It all happened on the way to 
Cliipeta Park, summer residential 
area in Colorado. 

“I saw the car there and ne¬ 
gotiated to buy it,” said Gerbaz. 
“It formerly belonged to George 
W. Valerie, president and gen¬ 
eral manager of the Colorado 
Midland Railway, and was really 
quite a showpiece.” 

The wooden car is named “The 
Cascade” and was built by the 
Pullman Palace Car Co. for the 
Colorado Midland Railway. 

“The railway was later aban¬ 


doned. It was the largest aban¬ 
donment in history,” Gerbaz ex¬ 
plained. 

The car is an efficiency apart¬ 
ment on wheels. It has its own 
heating and lighting system, bed¬ 
rooms, business compartment and 
dining area. There are sleeping 
accommodations for 12. . 

Walls are made of highly 
polished mahogany, wild cherry, 
and quarter grain oak. Intricate 
wood working is in evidence 
throughout the car. 

“Pintsch gas was used in those 
days in the lighting fixtures,” 
said Gerbaz. “It gives off a white 
light with illumination almost 
equal to our modern lights.” 

Around the lighting fixtures 
are delicately scrolled gold-leaf 
designs. The globes over the gas 
lights are of cut glass. 

In its hey-day, the car toured 
the country on exhibition as did 
many such privately-owned cars. 

“At one time, it seemed to be 
a fad to own your own railroad 
car,” said Gerbaz. “Some had 
pipe organs or elaborate murals. 


People like Barbara Hutton, 
Henry Ford, Cissie Patterson 
owned cars.” 

Gerbaz estimated the car will 
be fairly inexpensive to haul when 
exterior refinishing work is com¬ 
pleted. The price set by modern 
railroads is equal to eight first- 
class passenger fares. 

“In the meantime, I'm looking 
for the furniture, dishes and 
silver that were sold when the 
car was set aside by its owner. 

“That’s all I need to regain 
the flavor of the days when the 
Cascade was built.” 


1 Timely' Hobby Involves Collection 
Of Unique and Elderly Clocks 


If there’s one Convair FW em¬ 
ployee who has “time on his 
hands,” it’s R. R. Gordon of the 
development department. 

His hobby is collecting clocks— 
and he’s got about 125 of them— 
all sizes, shapes and models. 

Gordon’s been collecting these 
timepieces for about five years. 
He picks them up at auctions, 
antique shops and vacations. 

“We stop at practically every 
town while on a trip,” said his 
wife, who works in Dept. 24. “I 
don’t think we’ve ever had a vaca¬ 
tion when we didn’t come back 
with some new additions to the 
collection.” 

Gordon’s interest in clocks goes 
back many years. He prefers 
French and German timepieces. 

“They’re better made than any 
other type I’ve seen. The work¬ 


manship is finer.” 

Gordon exploded the theory 
that Swiss clocks are the world’s 
best. 

“I don’t feel that their move¬ 
ments are much better than 
American clocks,” he said. “But, 
of course, there are always ex¬ 
ceptions.” 

Among the Gordon timepieces 
are several calendar clocks which 
show the hour and minute and 
also the day of the month. Some 
of these though 70 years old still 
keep time with the newest. 

The collection includes cuckoo 
clocks and pendulum, electric, and 
balance-type timepieces. 

Evidently this “timely” hobby 
has had its influence on the Gor¬ 
dons. During his 12 years at Con¬ 
vair and his wife’s nine years, 
neither has ever been late to 
work! 


Pomona Gives 
To Blood Bank 

Convair Pomona employees con¬ 
tributed a total of 470 pints of 
blood during a two-day visit of 
the bloodmobile to the plant early 
this month, H. S. Naish, employee 
service supervisor reported. 

This was the third bloodmobile 
visit to the plant in the last 10 
months. In previous visits, 501 
pints were collected last June and 
428 pints in September, making 
the total for the three trips 1,399 
pints. 

“We feel that this is an out¬ 
standing record,” Naish said. “In 
addition to making a patriotic 
gesture we have established a 
blood ‘credit’ at the blood bank 
against which all employees and 
members of their families may 
draw whenever needed in cases of 
illness or accident.” 

Arrangements for withdrawing 
blood from the bank may be made 
by contacting employee service, 
room K-210, Bldg. 2, ext. 6278 or 
6279. A processing charge of 
$7.50 per pint is made for blood 
released under this program, a 
saving of $25 per pint from the 
regular cost. 




_ 


EARLY RAILROADING—Gerbaz examines equipment from his 
private railway car. He is one of only three in U.S. who owns one. 
Car is now located in Colorado. 


Pomona Engineer to 
Seek Council Seat 

Connie C. Lingenfelder, Convair 
Pomona engineer, has announced 
that he will seek a post on the 
Upland city council in the April 
13 election. 

Lingenfelder, who joined the 
company 16 months ago at Po¬ 
mona, is one of five persons seek¬ 
ing the three available seats on 
the council. He is 37 years old, 
is married, and has four children. 
He is a veteran of World War II 
and the Korean conflict, and is a 
major in the Air Force Reserve. 


MANY HANDS—R. R. Gordon of Convair FW shown with 
collection of more than 100 clocks. 


his 


Convair Pair Wed 

Dept. 25-3 FW employees played 
cupid for two of their fellow em¬ 
ployees recently and threw a 
party to celebrate the result. 

On Feb. 26, Patty Sue Self 
became the bride of G. L>. Proffitt, 
and they took a week-long honey¬ 
moon. When they returned to 
their jobs, Dept. 25-3 employees 
presented them with an electric 
mixer and an electric bean pot. 


Three FW Sports Car Enthusiasts to Compete 
This Weekend in National Races at Austin 


Three men from Convair FW 
will head for Bergstrom AFB in 
Austin this weekend with high 
hopes for their low-slung sports 
cars. : 

They are Vaughn Woodward, 
Jack Joerns and Walter Gladson, 
who will drive their foreign-built 
cars in the Sports Car Club of 
America national races sponsored 
by the Air Force Strategic Air 
Command. 

Woodward, spares representa¬ 
tive, will race his Austin-Healey 
100. Joerns, of service engineer¬ 
ing, and Gladson, Ford represen¬ 
tative, will race their MGs. 

Of the three, Gladson is the 
only driver who has previously 
raced as an amateur. He won a 
second place in the December 
races at Eagle Mountain Lake, 
was third at Mansfield, La., and 
recently won a sports car rally 
from Fort Worth to Mansfield. 

Joerns, formerly a professional 
stock car racer, has since return¬ 
ed to amateur status. He recently 
was mechanic for the tenth place 
winning Cad-Allard in the Argen¬ 
tina races. (Convairiety, Feb. 24.) 


This will be the first race for 
Woodward. He is president of 
the Fort Worth Sports Car Club, 
of which 15 Convair FW employ¬ 
ees are members. 


McClure Selected 
To Direct Midwest 
Quality Conference 

J. Y. McClure, quality control 
manager at Convair FW Division, 
was named general chairman of 
the Ninth Midwestern Quality 
Control Conference recently. 

The conference will be held 
Nov. 18 and 19 in Dallas and will 
include delegates from the mid- 
western states as well as other 
regions of the United States. 

The appointment was an¬ 
nounced at the American Society 
of Quality Control Conference 
held March 12 and 13 in Dallas. 
During the two-day meeting, rep¬ 
resentatives of two corporations 
toured the Fort Worth Division 
to study quality control and 
metallurgy here. 


OFF TO RACES—Vaughn Woodward, Jack Joerns and Walter 
Gladson talk it over at Fort Worth prior to leaving for Bergstrom 
AFB for sports car races. Shown is Woodward's Austin-Healey 100. 
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NEW CREW—Leading CRA this year is this promising group of new officers elected recently. 
They are, seated: left to right, Jim White, secretary, and Hank Wendorf, president. Standing: same 
order, Bill Parrish, treasurer, and Wendell Eldred, vice president. 

Hank Wendorf Elected 1954 CRA President 
At March Meeting of Employee Council 

Hank Wendorf, development .department liaison man, i 
was elected president of CRA by the Employee Council 
at its March meeting. He succeeds I. M. Pemberton, CRA 
ballroom dancing commissioner. 

Wendell Eldred, senior design group engineer, was named 
president for the 1954-55 


vice 

term. Secretary is Jim White, 
engineering power plant. Bill 
Parrish, engineering illustrations, 
was named treasurer. 

Eldred, CRA bridge commis¬ 
sioner, succeeds M. A. Stewart, 
tool liaison man. 

Stamp and Coin Commissioner 
White succeeds Wendorf, and 
Parrish, hunting and fishing com¬ 
missioner, succeeds Eldred. 

The new president, in addition 
to last year’s position as secre¬ 
tary, has also served as repre- 
sentative-at-large on the Council. 

For the past four years he has 
been responsible for decorating 


Will Rogers Coliseum for the CRA 
Christmas Party and Ice Show. 

He first joined Convair at the 
San Diego Division in 1941 and 
was formerly an assistant super¬ 
visor in inspection. 

Eldred has been on the CRA 
Employee Council since 1950 and 
first joined Convair in 1936. He 
was chairman of the CRA budget 
committee during 1952-53. 

White has been stamp and coin 
commissioner-for the past three 
years and last year served on the 
CRA Welfare committee. 

Parrish is a member of the 
recreation committee and the re- 


Dancing Instruction to Start 
In Adult and Teenage Classes 


Bargain-rate dance lessons by 
top-notch Arthur Murray studio 
dance instructors are scheduled to 
get under way April 11 at the 
CRA Center. 

These are adult beginner’s 
classes which will meet from 2 
to 4 p.m. each Sunday for 10 
weeks. Cost is only $5 a couple 
for the period. 

Advance Latin dancing class¬ 
es will be held. They are $10 per 
couple for the 10-week period. 

Classes for teenagers will begin 
Saturday, April 3 at the Arthur 
Murray Studios. These classes 
include everything from foxtrot 


only 


to swing dancing and cost 
$5 for the 10-week period. 

Beginning classes meet from 9 
to 10 a.m. and the advanced group 
meets from 10:15 to 11:15. 

Registrations must be made in 
advance for both teenage and 
adult classes. 

I. M. Pemberton, CRA ballroom 
dancing commissioner, requested 
that Convair FW employees who 
have signed up for classes make 
sure their department and phone 
numbers are up-to-date in his 
files. 

Registrations will be accepted in 
the CRA office, ext. 5141, or with 
Pemberton, ext. 3125, after 3 p.m. 


creation development committee. 
He has been hunting and fishing 
commissioner for 18 months. 

This newly elected group of 
officers will serve until new of¬ 
ficials are elected in March, 1955. 


CRA Activities - Join the Fun! 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Colncil of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All Con¬ 
vair people should feel free to join any of the groups such as 
are listed on this page.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 p.m. 
each Sunday at CRA Ranch for everyone 
with own equipment. Range open from 6 
to 10 p.m. each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3146. Regular play 7-10 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, W. C. Stripling 
Jr. High. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Britain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknics, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3159. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. 
E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, Col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. Rehearsals for “You Can’t Take 
It With You” 7:30 p.m. Monday, Wednes¬ 
day, Friday. Performances April 1, 2, 3, 
9, 10, 8:30 p.m., CRA Playhouse, 2966 
Park Hill Dr. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 
6136. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. Skating March 26, April 
2, 8-10 p.m., Will Rogers Coliseum. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. Spring training now 
under way. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. 7:30 p.m. April 5, 

model building in south room, CRA Center. 
No meeting March 29. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, 
commissioner, ext. 5138. Regular meeting 
every Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 


MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot 
aisle. Serial on Wednesdays. Tobin Rote 
in person. Film on Green Bay Packers, 
April 7. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, 
ext. 7127. Bob Sloan, ext. 7111, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult 
and children’s riding classes, contact CRA 
office, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and 
advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tues¬ 
days at CRA Center. Elections April 6. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Regular play 7:30 p.m. 
March 28, 30, April 14. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. every 
Monday at Ernest Parker Gym. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for 
first shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday at CRA Center; for second 
and third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, 
ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner. 

HUNTING AND FISHING—J. F. Turn¬ 
er, commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. P. Cumming, 
commissioner, Dept. 1, ext. 380. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 
418. 


STEPPING TOGETHER—(right) Wendell Eldred and daughter Janet gave demonstration during 
recent meeting of CRA teenage and adult classes taught by Arthur Murray instructors. Some of 
group is shown in photo at left. CRA classes meet Sunday for adults, Saturday for teeners. 


pay about seventy-five dollars, 
but that’s all it’s worth.” 

And * so goes the play—chock 
full of zany characters and zanier 
goings on. 

Directed by Stan Brown, the 
cast includes Ruth Brown, Marsha 
Hicklin, Paula Halsey, Ben John¬ 
son, Roy Baadsgaard, A1 Baker, 
Andy Clement, Rose Nelson, 
George Craig, J. D. Goodman, 
Howard Bartholomew, Art Gilli- 
gan, Eloise Kelly, Dave Halsey, 
Sue Kidd and Edith Growald. 

The three-act comedy was writ¬ 
ten by Moss Hart and George 
Kaufman, authors of many suc¬ 
cessful Broadway productions. 

The play will open April 1, at 
.the CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park 
Hill Drive. Other performances 
will be given April 2, 3 and 9, 
10 , 


WHAT NEXT—This zany crew from the cast of "You Can't Take It With You" will give a slight 
idea of some of the goings-on in the forthcoming Wing and Masque production. They are: Al 
Baker, Andy Clement, Marsha Hicklin, Ruth Brown and Ben Johnson. 

Crazy Capers Highlight Wing and Masque Drama 
y You Can't Take It With You 7 Opening April 1 

If someone came to your house and said there was a 
slight matter of 24 years back income taxes that you owed 
them, you might be slightly upset. 

But not Grandpa Vanderhoff, of Wing and Masque’s 
forthcoming play “You Can’t Take It With You.” 

He just says: “Well I might - - - 

Sharpshooters Choose 
Night Photo Subject 

CRA Sharpshooters will prob¬ 
ably get a glimpse of Fort Worth 
night life this month. And it’s 
all in preparation for their April 
contest. 

Subject of the next contest is 
night pictures. They will be 
judged at the April 15 meeting. 

Winners of the March contest, 
with wind as the subject, were: 
Jim Hendry, first; Miles Rogers, 
second; Joyce Hendry, third; and 
George Lockhart, fourth. 

At the March 29 meeting of the 
CRA Camera activity Capt. V. 
M. Davis will give an illustrated, 
color-slide lecture on Korea and 
Japan, 
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Mopsy 7 s Mops Take First Place 
In Management Club Tourney 

Mopsy’s Mops chalked up a 3046 score March 7 to cop 
first place in the Convair FW Management Club bowling 
tourney. The event was held in conjunction with the NAF 
telegraphic tournament. 

The winning team members are Captain W. L. Rainey, 

Mike Nellis, Bob Edd Carrell, 


Tennis Season Set 
For April 8 Opener 

CRA’s tennis season will of¬ 
ficially get under way at 7 p.m. 
April 8, Walter Bradley, CRA 
tennis commissioner, announced 
this week. 

Courts will be reserved for 
Convair FW employees from 7 
to 9 p.m. each Tuesday and 
Thursday and from 3 to 6 p.m. 
each Sunday. 


Bridge Tourney 
Set for April 2 

Four of a kind—a full house . .. 

No, it’s not a poker game! 

It’s what’s lined up for the 
CRA Annual Bridge Tourney 
starting April 2 at the CRA 
Center. 

Naturally, the four of a kind 
will be the players and a full 
house is what is expected. And 
who could miss? 

In addition to an enjoyable 
evening playing bridge, there’ll 
be drinks, prizes and a buffet 
dinner. And all for $1 entry fee. 

The tournament will be held in 
two sessions. The Friday night 
play will be for Convair FW 
employees and members of their 
immediate families only. 

But Sunday, April 4, the doors 
of the CRA Center will be opened 
to any and all interested bridge 
players from Fort Worth or there 
abouts. 

The Sunday play will be held in 
two sessions—one at 2 p.m.—the 
other at 8 p.m. 

Between the games dinner will 
be served to the players. 

One session will be pair games. 
Two sections will be duplicate 
and party bridge. 

Wendell Eldred, CRA bridge 
commissioner, invited all Convair 
bridge players to attend the tour¬ 
nament. 

“We’d like to see a good turn¬ 
out for the tournament,” said 
Eldred. “We think we’ve planned 
a nice affair for the players.” 


Wes Magnuson and H. T. Moore. 

In runner-up position was the 
Hotel Texas team captained by 
George Symm. They bowled a 
2990 score. 

The Hotel Texas group last 
year won the local tournament 
as well as the main prize in the 
national tourney. 

Ed Fries, Dept. 8, took the 
high series with a 646 and was 
awarded a bowling ball. Both 
first and second place teams won 
individual trophies. 

Heading the committee was 
Johnny Harpstrite, Management 
Club bowling chairman. H. J. 
Borgeld was secretary-treasurer 
of the tourney. Other committee 
members were: M. R. Jackson, 
Tom King, A. D. Gray, Jim Hood, 
and Vic Gallagher. 

This was the second annual 
tourney. Approximately 5,000 
Management Club members of in¬ 
dustry throughout the United 
States participated in the event. 

Borgeld said that all partici¬ 
pants would be notified when 
final results of the tourney are 
tabulated. 

All trophies were awarded on 
handicap basis of 70 per cent 
difference between average and 
204. 

Harpstrite announced this week 
that the Convair Management 
Club has been challenged to an¬ 
other bowling event by Lockheed 
Aircraft Co. of Burbank, Calif. 

This is an annual event with 
a rotating trophy presented to 
the winner. 

Last year Lockheed won the 
tournament. 

Date of this year’s competition 
will be announced later. 


CRA Team to Play 
In Dallas Tourney 

CRA’s table tennis players will 
send a seven-man team to Dallas 
this weekend for a team match 
March 27. 

Headed by John Rangel, CRA 
table tennis commissioner, the 
group includes Jim Collin, CRA 
men’s singles champion, Charlie 
Schneider, Charlie Hurst, Dub 
Ballew, Dave Clutterham, and 
Louie Lancer. 

Elimination matches were held 
during regular sessions at the 
CRA center recently to select this 
team to represent CRA. 

Events are open in men’s 
singles and doubles. 

Rangel also announced that the 
annual plant-wide table tennis 
tournament will be held April 17 
at the CRA Center. 

Competition will be open in 
men’s singles and doubles, wo¬ 
men’s singles and doubles, mixed 
doubles, consolation, novice 
singles and advanced singles. 

Convair FW employees or mem¬ 
bers of their families may sign 
up in the CRA office, ext. 5141, 
for the forthcoming tourney. Fur¬ 
ther information is also available 
at the CRA office. 


'Ham' Instruction 
Classes to Start 

Got a yen to be a ham radio 
operator ? 

You say you don’t know how 
to go about it? 

Well, if you get with it you’ve 
still got a chance to learn all 
the facts from one who knows— 
starting tonight. 

Tonight’s the night John S. 
Lewis, licensed radio operator, 
will start his code and theory 
classes at the CRA Center for 
Convair employees or members 
of their families. The time is 
7 p.m. 

These classes, coupled with 
much study, are all you need to 
prepare for the Federal Com¬ 
munications Commission examin¬ 
ation. If you pass the exam you 
get your license. It’s as easy as 
all that. 

The classes are broken up in 
three 10-week sessions. A $2 
charge is set up for each session. 
If you attend nine of the ten 
classes, you’ll get $1 back. 

Just come on out to the CRA 
Center at 7 p.m. and get ready 
for a lot of learning. 

Lewis may be contacted at ext. 
3172. 


Tobin Rote to Visit 
Convair FW April 7 

Tobin Rote, one-time Rice Uni¬ 
versity grid star, will visit Con¬ 
vair FW Division April 7. 

A movie on the Green Bay Pack¬ 
ers, professional football club for 
which Rote now plays, will be 
shown at 11 a.m. at the 50-foot 
aisle during his visit. 

All employees with 11 a.m. 
lunch periods are invited to at¬ 
tend. 


$1 Gives 'Kelly Chance 
To Win Queen Contest 

One small dollar is all it’ll cost 
to get your ticket for the Fort 
Worth Cats Opener on April 15. 

And that ticket will not only 
get you a seat in LaGrave Field, 
but will give CRA’s Charlene 
Kelly a better chance to be namec 
“Opening Day Queen.” 

The contest is being sponsored 
by the Fort Worth Cats witl 
contestants entered from Fort 
Worth and Tarrant County. The 
girl credited with selling the most 
tickets for the season opener is 
in line for a $500 bond and new 
wardrobe. 

The game with Beaumont is a 
night game with general admis¬ 
sion tickets priced at $1 and re¬ 
served seat tickets at $1.25. 

“Kelly” is CRA’s official rep¬ 
resentative in the contest. 


Tryouts Open for 
Little League Teams 

Tryouts for CRA-sponsored Lit¬ 
tle League teams are still under 
way, A1 Lawley, CRA Little 
League commissioner, announced 
this week. 

Teams have been organized for 
three age groups: CRA Jets, lb- 
16; CRA Teeners, 13-14; and Lit¬ 
tle League, 12 and under. 

Spring training is under way 
now, but boys may still sign up 
for the teams. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able at the CRA office, ext. 5141, 
or from Lawley at ext. 4293. 


THE WINNERS—I. T. Evatt gets a lift from fellow CVAC team 
members after winning Convair plant-wide basketball tournament. 
They are: front row, Ray Taylor, Jack Evatt, Glenn Fulkerson; back 
row, Coy Perkins and D. M. Peterson. Season ended March 15. 

Coy Perkins Cinches Top Berth 
For CVAC in Plant-Wide Tourn 

Top-notch team playing proved the ticket to a game- 
cincher in the play-off between CVAC and Convair basket¬ 
ball teams. 

Sparked by fast-moving Coy Perkins, the quintet chalked 
65 to 31 to take the Convair FW basketball league crown. 

Perkins was high scorer of the 
game with 29 points—two less 
than the Convair team’s total 
score. 

Aided by guards Corky Fulker¬ 
son and Ray Taylor, Perkins made 
the win easy for the title champ¬ 
ionship. 

In the two games before the 
play-off see-saw scores were 
made by the teams. Convair 
took one game with a one-point 
margin and, in the other, CVAC 
won with a three-point lead. 

Winning team members are 
Captain I. T. Evatt, Jack Evatt, 


and D. M. Peterson, forwards; 
Taylor and Fulkerson, guards, 
and Perkins, center. 

The Convair team, in the run¬ 
ner-up spot, was captained by 
T. W. Moore. A. C. Hicks is cap¬ 
tain of CRA, third-place team. 

Basketball jackets will be pre¬ 
sented the winning team members 
by Ed Tucknies, CRA basketball 
commissioner. 

“We want to thank all the boys 
who participated in this year’s 
basketball competition,” Tucknies 
said. “We’ve had a good season 
and we’ve seen a lot of good 
playing.” 

The CRA basketball season of¬ 
ficially closed with the play-off 
game March 15. 


HIGH MEN—Winners of the Management Club bowling tournament held recently are this group 
known as "Mopsy's Mops." They are Mike Nellis, Bob Edd Carrell, Captain W. L. Rainey, Wes 
Magnuson, and H. T. Moore. More than 5,000 played in nation-wide tourney. 


Eight Ball Teams 
In City Leagues 

Jack Brittain, CRA softball 
commissioner, this week announc¬ 
ed team managers for the 1954 
season. 

They are: Bill Walker, Dept. 
22-8, CRA Bombers, International 
League; Robert Snow, Dept. 24-7, 
CRA, International League; W. E. 
Simon, Dept. 6-1, CRA Hustlers, 
East Texas League. 

G. W. Robinson, Dept. 22-5, 
CRA Dept. 22-5, Commercial 
League; K. C. Beck, Dept. 75, 
CRA Electronics, Texas League; 
A. R. Clay, Dept. 20-2, CRA Traf¬ 
fic, Western League. 

Baseball captains are A1 Jones, 
Major City, and Bert Parker, Sun¬ 
day League. Jones may be con¬ 
tacted at ext. 7198 and Parker 
at ext. 6161 after 3:45 p.m. 

Convair FW employees inter¬ 
ested in signing up for any of 
the teams may obtain further 
information from the managers, 
the CRA office, ext. 5141. 
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'Fantastic' Among Lesser Adjectives Used to Describe New Aircraft 



IN DRIVER'S SEAT—James F. (Skeets) Coleman, 35, Convair 
SD test pilot, left, discusses XFY-1 with Capt. C. W. Stirling,, BuAer 
representative at San Diego. Coleman is slated to fly plane. 


ON ITS TAIL—Convair XFY-1 is at rest here, but this is position 
from which it is designed to takeoff and land. Pilot can adjust seat 
so he is upright, whether in vertical or horizontal flight. 



HONORED—John Jay Hopkins, left, chairman of Boards of 
Directors of Convair and General Dynamics, receives Breitbard 
Athletic Foundation plaque from founder, Robert Breitbard, during 
recent luncheon at San Diego. Hopkins was honored for his key 
role in retaining San Diego Golf Open for San Diego, and award 
reflected community's appreciation.—San Diego Union photo. 


Two Safety Awards in Prospect, 
National and State, For Convair 


Two safety awards — national 
and state—are in prospect for 
Convair FW Division, Fred 
Temple, safety engineering su¬ 
pervisor, announced this week. 

This spring* Convair FW will 
receive the National Safety Coun- 
cirs highest award — Award of 
Honor—for having worked in ex¬ 
cess of three million manhours 
without a disabling injury. 


This is the fifth time Convair 
FW has received the honor. 

On March 30, Convair will re¬ 
ceive the Texas Safety Associa¬ 
tion’s first - place award for 
aircraft manufacturers. The pre¬ 
sentation will be made at the 
industrial awards luncheon at the 
Baker Hotel in Dallas. 

A representative of Convair FW 
will be on hand to receive the 
award during the TSA conference. 


Special Bus or Train Service Considered for 
Convair Residents on Coast North of SD 


Possibilities of special bus or 
train service for Convair SD resi¬ 
dents of the coastal area north of 
San Diego were under considera¬ 
tion this week. 

The contemplated special serv¬ 
ice would include such points as 
Torrey Pines, Del Mar, Solana 
Beach, Cardiff, Encinitas, Leuca- 


dia, Carlsbad and Oceanside. 

Before any definite move can 
be made some idea of the num¬ 
ber to be served is necessary, and 
therefore anyone interested was 
asked to contact Dorothy Dicken¬ 
son, ext. 300 or 448, Plant 1, giv¬ 
ing name, department, shift and 
plant phone. Deadline for phon¬ 
ing this information is April 1. 


Join 'Five For Fifteen 
Club' Drive to Start 

A corporation-wide U.S. Savings Bond campaign de¬ 
signed to boost participation and encourage the purchase 
of $100 bonds instead of ones of lesser denominations will 
start early next month at all divisions. 

Dates of solicitation will be April 12 through 16. 

Non-savers will be supplied with sign-up cards and 
information pamphlets. Although there will be no direct 
approach to those now buying bonds regularly through 
payroll deduction, they will be asked to consider joining 
the “Five For Fifteen C!ub ,, ($5 weekly for 15 weeks buys 
a $100 bond). 


Membership Climbs to 
87% in SD Con-Trib 


Membership in Con-Trib-Club 
at San Diego this week reached 
an all-time high of 87 per cent. 
Approximately 750 new members 
were added within the la*t month 
in a recanvass of departments. 

At press time there were six 
departments that were 100 per 
cent, three at Plant 1 and three 
at Plant 2. On the honor roll 
were Depts. 5, 8, 235, 375, 503 and 
523. All are comparatively small 
departments, however, with Dept. 
235 having the largest number of 
employees. 

The average per capita deduc¬ 
tion for Con-Trib at San Diego 
now stands at 22 cents a week. 
The goal has been a minimum of 
25 cents. Sponsors pointed out 
that these figures are below other 
firms with similar plans. Solar, 
for example, reports a $3.50 a 
month average. 


Current participation by department: 
90 to 99 per cent: Dept. 3, 98; Dept. 
11, 90 ; Dept. 12, 97 ; Dept. 14, 98 ; Dept. 
60, 93 ; Dept. 70, 93 ; Dept. 101, 98; 

Dept. 102, 90 ; Dept. 110, 96 ; Dept. 115, 
95 ; Dept. 202, 95; Dept. 204, 93 ; Dept. 
210, 95; Dept. 212, 97 ; Dept. 215, 98; 
Dept. 225, 98 ; Dept. 252, 99 ; Dept. 355, 
92 ; Dept. 401, 93 ; Dept. 406, 95 ; Dept. 
528, 94. 

★ ★ ★ 

80 to 89 per cent: Dept. 2, 83; Dept. 
4, 88; Dept. 9, 88; Dept. 10, 82 ; Dept. 
21, 80; Dept. 22, 85; Dept. 24, 88 ; 

Dept. 25, 88; Dept. 26, 80; Dept. 27, 

89 ; Dept. 28, 87 ; Dept. 31, 86 ; Dept. 

35, 87 ; Dept. 36, 86 ; Dept. 43, 87 ; 

Dept. 44, 89 ; Dept. 45, 89 ; Dept. 46, 

84 ; Dept. 52, 83; Dept. 55, 83 ; Dept. 

56, 86 ; Dept. 57, 87 ; Dept. 103, 80 ; 
Dept. 104, 85 ; Dept. 201, 87 ; Dept. 

203, 86 ; Dept. 205, 87 ; Dept. 258, 85 ; 

Dept. 300, 87 ; Dept. 302, 85 ; Dept. 340, 
87 ; Dept. 350, 87 ; Dept. 403, 89 ; Dept. 
506, 87 ; Dept. 521, 80 ; Dept. 522, 80 ; 

Dept. 524, 86; Dept. 525, .85; Dept. 603, 
88. 

★ ★ ★ 

Below 80 per cent: Dept. 6, 75; Dept. 
23, 78; Dept. 30, 67; Dept. 61, 55; Dept. 
250, 76 ; Dept. 303, 76 ; Dept. 365, 75 ; 

Dept. 508, 64 ; General Office, 66 ; Dept. 
799, 33. 



ACCURACY CHECK—Bill Caffrey, Clark Fewell and V. Dolson, 
FW development manager, check over "props" for movie on Stra¬ 
tegic Air Command. These and other parts recently were shipped 
to Hollywood for use in simiulating B-36 interior. 


BUILT TO FLY 
STRAIGHT UP! 

(Continued from Page 1) 
point where engine and preflight 
tests were in progress. 

The airplanes referred to were 
the XFY-1 and the Lockheed 
XFV-1. They have been under 
construction for nearly three 
years. 

The XFY-1, as well as the 
XFV-1, is equipped with specially 
designed propellers powered by 
turbo-prop engines. The plane is 
designed to takeoff vertically 
(that is, straight up) and assume 
a normal flight position after 
getting in the air. It will also be 
in vertical position when land¬ 
ing, in effect “backing down” to 
earth. 

A specially designed retractable 
seat arrangement enables the 
pilot to assume suitable positions 
for vertical as well as horizontal 
flight, so that he can remain 
upright at will. 

No performance characteristics 
of either plane were announced. 

First pictures released showed 
the XFY-1 at Convair San Diego. 
In several of them, the aircraft 
is aboard a mobile vehicle used to 
transport the plane or raise and 
lower it to different positions for 
easier maintenance. Photos show 
the XFY-l’s delta wing configur¬ 
ation. 

The aviation trade press first 
got wind of the new plane early 
last month. Since then there has 
been considerable newspaper spec¬ 
ulation and the nickname “Pogo 
Stick” was often read. 

Press reports coincident with 
the official announcement called 
the planes “VTO” (vertical take¬ 
off) fighters and reported them 
“m the 500-600 mph class.” The 
Los Angeles Times stated the 
Lockheed ship is now at Edwards 
Air Force Base and has been 
undergoing high speed taxi tests 
with a special landing gear. First 
vertical takeoffs and landings are 
weeks away, the Times added. 

The press reported that both 
airplanes are Allison powered 
with twin jet turbines harnessed 
to contrarotating propellers. 

Vertical rising aircraft were 
seen by the press as capable of 
operating from the decks of cargo 
ships at sea, thus permitting a 
convoy to put up its own fighter 
cover in a matter of minutes. 
Similarly, the possibilities of oper¬ 
ating from isolated areas where 
no airports are available were 
foreseen. 

The new plane extracted some 
strong adjectives from aviation 
writers. “Fantastic” was a word 
often read and the San Diego 
Union headlines it as “Navy Un¬ 
veils ‘Impossible’ Plane.” 

The Union, incidentally, said 
first flights for the XFY-1 will 
be conducted in a balloon hangar 
with the plane firmly secured in 
equipment that would allow it to 
go up and down but still be under 
close control. 

Pilot of the XFY-1 is expected 
to be J. F. (Skeets) Coleman, a 
major in the Marine Reserve and 
o Convair test pilot for three 
years. He was interviewed by the 
press last week along with C. B. 
Carroll, project engineer. 

The interviews brought out 
some new points. The XFY-1 will 
take off vertically, either slow or 
fast as the pilot determines. The 
whole theory behind the plane is 
one of a high ratio of power to 
weight. Coleman could not say 
what he felt would be the neces¬ 
sary air speed for converting 
from vertical to horizontal flight. 

In vertical flight the plane will 
maneuver by the control surfaces 
reacting to the blast of air from 
the propellers, tilting the plane 
in whatever direction the pilot 
wishes to go. Speed of descent 
(“backing down” vertically) 
would be determined by power 
setting alone. 

Rarely before has an airplane 
so intrigued the public fancy as 
the XFY-1 and the press quickly 
recognized the fact. As an ex¬ 
ample of the “play” it received, 
Collier’s carried an artist’s con¬ 
ception on the cover page. 
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HANDS ACROSS A CONTINENT — Sketch 
map shows extent of General Dynamics group as 
result of merger. Convair's divisions at San Diego 
and Pomona, Calif., and Fort Worth and Dainger¬ 
field, Tex., formally join with Electric Boat of Gro¬ 
ton, Connecticut; Electro Dynamic Division of 
Bayonne, N.J., and Canadair Ltd. of Montreal, 
Canada. See page 8 for photographs. 



Buyers of $100 Bonds 
Near 6,000 Mark at FW 

Convair FW “Five for Fifteen” bond buyers increased 
more than seven and a half times as result of the April 12- 
16 plantwide U.S. Savings Bond Campaign._ _ 


Hopkins Hails 
Merger as 
New Strength 

Share owners of both corporations late last week voted 
to merge Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corp. (Convair) 
into General Dynamics Corp. 

The action had been agreed upon by directors of both 
companies on March 1. 


Last Link in 
Freeway OK'd 

Last obstacle holding up con¬ 
nection of the Convair super¬ 
highway with Fort Worth’s East- 
West Freeway was hurdled last 
week. 

Congress appropriated the re¬ 
maining necessary funds, $660,000. 

City and state governments al¬ 
ready had set. aside an additional 
$ 1 , 200 , 000 . 

The connecting link will give 
Convair employees freeway-type 
driving all the way from the 
plant gates to downtown Fort 
Worth, and will save employees 
thousands of hours of driving a 
year. The super-highway and 
freeway also provide almost ideal 
conditions from a s&fety stand¬ 
point. 

The link will connect to the 
East-West Freeway at Home St. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Per cent participation was up, 
too, from 64 per cent to 74 per 
cent. This is an increase of nine 
percentage points over partici¬ 
pation at the beginning of the 
drive. 

The second report also revealed 
that 5,796 employees are now in 
the “Five-for-Fifteen” category 
—that is, signed up for deduc¬ 
tions of at least $5 per week to¬ 
ward purchases of $100 bonds. 
This compares with 746 at start 
of the drive. Bond buyers now 
total 11,335. New buyers signed 
in the drive numbered 1,784. 

Four departments scored 100 
per cent participation on their 
second shifts. They were: Dept. 


2, Dept. 12, Dept. 28, and Dept. 
62. 

Twenty-five departments had 
records equalling or bettering the 
plant-wide average. They are 
Depts. 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 
18, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 61, 63, 
64, 73, 74, 75, 81, 82 and 91. 

The average weekly deduction 
per buyer (including flat salaried 
employees converted to the week¬ 
ly equivalent) was $8.82. 

The week-long drive was con¬ 
ducted in line with the govern¬ 
ment’s desire to minimize paper 
work and at the same time in¬ 
crease bond buying. 

Final results of the drive with 
the Fort Worth Division’s stand¬ 
ing in the corporation-wide race 
will be published later. 

Convair Planes 
To be Displayed 

The Convair B-36 and its 
swept-wing sister—the YB-60— 
will be the center of attraction 
May 15 when Carswell AFB 
opens its doors for Armed Forces 
Day. 

In observance of the day, an 
openhouse from noon to 4 p.m. 
will be held at the B-36 base. 

This is the first time Carswell 
has held an openhouse since the 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Convair will operate as a divis¬ 
ion of General Dynamics but will 
retain its name, 
identity and 
organizational 
structure, re¬ 
ported John Jay 
Hopkins. Hop¬ 
kins has served 
as board chair¬ 
man for both 
corporations 
and will con¬ 
tinue as board 
chairman and John Jay Hopkins 
president of General Dynamics. 
The two boards were combined 
to make a new General Dynamics 
Board of Directors. 

All Convair officers will con¬ 
tinue in their present positions 
with Convair’s president, Gen. 
Joseph T. McNarney, also becom¬ 
ing a senior vice 
president of 
General Dynam- 
ics. 

‘‘With the 
consummation 
of the merger 
General Dynam¬ 
ics has attained 
new stature as 
a vital producer 
of the weapons 
needed for the Joseph McNarney 
free world’s defense,” Hopkins 
said. He noted that Convair ranks 
eighth among defense contractors 
in terms of dollar value of con¬ 
tracts awarded for all defense 
production since June 1950. 

Following the meeting, Hopkins 
said that the merger plan had 
received intensive study. “It was 
apparent,” he added, “that our 
areas of engineering and manu¬ 
facturing interest—applied power 
—were highly complementary and 
that our concept of Dynamics for 
Defense would be better served if 
we became one corporation. 

“Some of the prime advantages 
of the merger for both units,” 
Hopkins continued, “will be an in¬ 
creased financial strength, an 
interchange of engineering know¬ 
how, an ability to shift the work 
load in order to keep all General 
(Continued on Page 2) 


YC-131C Turbo 
Readied For 
Initial Flight 

(Pictures on Page 3) 

The Air Force's first twin 
engine turboprop transport 
aircraft — the YC - 131C— 
is tentatively scheduled to 
fly for the first time next 
week at Convair's Fort 
Worth Division after a brief 
series of engine ground 
runs. 

The sleek, newly modified 340 
built at San Diego Division is 
scheduled for its maiden flight 
with turbine engines around May 
15. B. A. Erickson, manager of 
flight, will be at the controls. 

Other flight department crew 
members who will participate in 
various phases of the program in¬ 
clude L. C. Brandvig and J. H. 
Margeson, pilots, and J. D. Mc- 
Eachern and J. A. Rogerson, 
flight engineers. 

In actual service, only two 
pilots will be used. No flight 
engineers will be necessary. 

At the same time, ship No. 2 
is scheduled to go into field op¬ 
erations, with its first flight due 
shortly after. 

The first flight will be the re¬ 
sult of many hours of work on 
the part of many Convair em¬ 
ployees at both San Diego and 
Fort Worth. The liner was built 
at San Diego, then flown to Fort 
Worth for modification. 

Principal changes were modi¬ 
fication of the tail surfaces and 
installation of new nacelles for 
the Allison 3,750-horsepower en¬ 
gines. 

The ease with which the 
changes were made, and the short 
layup required, indicate that the 
switch could be made in other 
(Continued on Page 2) 

Visits Planned 
To Daingerfield 

About 100 Fort Worth Divi¬ 
sion participants in the executive 
development program face a new 
“D-Day.” 

“D” for Daingerfield Division, 
that is. 

Under plans announced by Au¬ 
gust C. Esenwein, FW Division 
Manager, the Fort Worth people 
will make one-day trips to Dain¬ 
gerfield. There they will be 
guests of the division and Divi¬ 
sion Manager J. E. Arnold. 

Purpose of the trips, Esenwein 
explained, is to promote inter¬ 
division relations with the peo¬ 
ple of one of Convair’s most im¬ 
portant operations, the Ordnance 
Aerophysics Laboratory which 
Convair operates for the U. S. 
Navy. 

Tentative plans call for send¬ 
ing the first bus load of some 
35 people about May 18, although 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Convair Crew Will Fly 
GRB-36 in Weapon Test 

An Air Force GRB-36 (airborne aircraft carrier) 
leaves here tomorrow (May 6) for Eglin AFB, Florida 
where its unique specialty—launching and retrieving an 
F-84 in flight—will be very much in the limelight. 

Eglin AFB is more or less a 


second home for the original 
GRB-36. Extensive tests have 
been conducted there and 150 
hours of flying time have been 
chalked up. 

The GRB-36-F-84F demonstra¬ 
tion will be held at the special 
demonstration May 9, where top 
AF officials will see the latest 
developments in aircraft. 

Convair Flight Captain Ray 
Fitzgerald will pilot the plane, 
with Ray Fisher operating the 
trapeze controls for the F-84. A 
Convair FW flight department 
crew will man the plane. 

Also on hand will be a trained 
ground crew from Dept. 64 to 
provide necessary maintenance 
for the plane. 

This is the second time the 
GRB-36 has performed for the 
Air Force and the public. The 
plane made its debut at the Na¬ 
tional Air Show in Dayton last 
September. This demonstration 
was held shortly after first news 
of the plane was released. 

But the project was nothing 
new at Convair FW. In 1950, en¬ 
gineers undertook the program 
“to provide the Air Force with 
the capability for long-range, 
high speed reconnaissance with 
a high probability of survival for 
(Continued on Page 2) 


(Carswell AFB has announced 
that a demonstration of the 
GRB-36 will be included in a 
air show at the base Friday in 
connection with an American 
Ordnance Association meeting. 
Story on page 5.) 



ANNOUNCING VOTE—John Jay Hopkins, with Convair Secretary Edmund Burke at his 
pictured in Dover, Del., last week as Convair was merged into General Dynamics. Photo was 
by R. B. Watts, Convair vice president and general counsel. 
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Seek Ch Med 


Service Emblems 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following service pins are due 
during the i>eriod May 1 through May 
15: 

Ten-year: Dept. 3. J. L. Butts. Dept. 

4. R. L. Williams. Dept. 6. W. S. Car¬ 
ter, S. E. Fulton. S. J. O’Shautfhnessy. 
Dept. 9, R. H. Porter, D. H. Wiley. 
Dept. 20, A. C. Stiles, J. B. Williams. 
Dept. 22, R. M. Keys, G. B. Loving, W. 
O. McCollum, M. W. Renshaw, J. L. 
Tillery. Dept. 24, O. F. Clark, E. G. 
Cook. 

Dept. 25 J. Cellard, E. R. Graham, 
L. Jones. Dept. 27. J. W. Schultz, V. 
W. Smith. Dept. 30, E. H. Smith. Dept. 
31, C. M. Alexander, R. L. Newberry. 
Dept. 40, P. N. Cohen. Dept. 47, L. G. 
Stanford. Dept. 48, C. R. Cantrell, R. 

E. Cargill. Dept. 50, W. C. Cowan, W. 

F. Mathis, A. D. Morrison. 

Dept. 63, F. L. V. James, R. W. Mas¬ 
sey. E. J. Weems, W. P. Weithorn. 
Dept. 64, W. C. Morrow. Dept. 65, J. 
E. Kin*r, T. E. Lankford, Jr. Dept. 81, 
I. L. Hilley, F. Morris. T. M. Weatherly. 
Dept. 82, H. P. Christian. Dept. 91, J. 
L. Alexander, C. A. Potter. Dept. 92, 
L. M. Melton, H. C. Withersixxm. Dept. 
95. W. D. Hays, H. C. Purcell, Jr. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 4, B. J. Gun¬ 
ter. Dept. 6, R. F. Barrows, O. L. 
Holder. Dept. 8. L. E. Nabors. Dept. 9, 

G. L. Coffey. Dept. 12, W. E. Denton. 
Dept. 15, J. G. Hanna. Dept. 20, M. R. 
Henry. Dept. 24, G. Savage, Jr. Dept. 
25, R. Thomas. Jr., C. L. Walker, Dept. 
27, B. L. Bartley, L. P. Francis, G. 
W. Howard. 

Dept. 29, J. B. Golden. Dept. 30, N. 

K. Bryant. Dept. 31, L. E. Anderson, 

5. J. Marion. Dept. 48, J. C. Smith. 
Dept. 65, L. S. Jacks. Dept. 73, R. L. 
Davidson, G. L. Perry. Dept. 81, K. 
R. Gibson. 

Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions and transfers to or within 
supervision and professional and admin¬ 
istrative personnel effective April 19: 

Dept. 4, Material: to material control 
assistant supervisor, D. F. Tierney. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to chief of pre¬ 
liminary design, R. E. Adams, to chief 
of engineering test lab, N. H. Simp¬ 
son ; to senior design engineer, R. H. 
Beyer, A. Seidner; to nuclear test lab 
group engineer, D. A. Cowan, Jr. 

To design socialist, F. D. Fox ; to 
specifications engineer, R. O. Furlow; 
to engineering writer, R. B. Goulette, 
C. T. York : to project engineer, C. H. 
Green, Jr., R. L. Lemmon ; to nuclear 
group engineer, B. P. Leonard, Jr., E. 

L. Seerest. 

To project propulsion engineer, R. C. 
Matteson, L. Schreiber; to aerophysics 
group engineer, H. T. Stucker, A. R. 
Teasdale, E. L. Zeiller; to aerophysics 
engineer, J. W. Wilson. 

Dept. 7, Manufacturing and Tooling 
Management: to administrative assist¬ 
ant, A. H. Frazer, Jr. 

Dept. 11, Contracts: to chief of con¬ 
tract administration research and de¬ 
velopment programs, J. A. Scott. 

Dept. 75, Electronics: to assistant 
foreman, group 5, L. C. Morris. 


YC-131C Turboprop 
Readied For Flight 

(Continued from Page 1) 
model 340’s with a minimum of 
difficulty, according to V. Dolson, 
manager of the development de¬ 
partment which performed the 
work. 

Development manufacturing 
was done by crews directed by 
W. W. Pierce, who has now 
signed the plane over to crews of 
R. W. Dodd in development field 
operations. 

By today (May 5), the turbo¬ 
prop was scheduled to be ready 
for its first ground engine runs. 
Installation of instrumentation 
also was scheduled to be complete. 


FORT WORTH 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion award* totaling ?115 for the 
I>eriod ending April 24, 1954. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering, R. V. 
Rainer. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production, W. L. 
Parr. 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop, R. Rogers. 
Dept. 64, Development, G. H. Prest- 
ridge. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

SLOVER—Daughter, Sarah Jane, 8 
lbs., 14 ozs., born April 17 to Mr. and 
Mrs. C. W. Slover, Dept. 6-9. 


Convair to Receive 
Army Certificate 

An official “certificate of ap¬ 
preciation” for Convair and Con¬ 
vair employees was due to be 
presented this week from Fourth 
Army headquarters at Fort Sam 
Houston, San Antonio. 

The award recognizes the co¬ 
operation of Convair and Convair 
employees in the U.S. Army Re¬ 
serve program, and especially the 
participation of employees in re¬ 
serve summer training camp ac¬ 
tivities. 

It comes from the Fourth Army 
commanding general,* Lt. Gen. 
I. D. White, and will be presented 
at Fort Worth Division by Maj. 
Leo Byrne, U.S. Army Reserve 
unit adviser in Fort Worth. 

Daingerfield Visits 
Planned at Convair 

(Continued from Page 1) 
the date is subject to change. A 
second and third bus then would 
make the trip at intervals of a 
week or 10 days later. 

In Daingerfield, the Fort 
Worth people will be given brief¬ 
ings on the aerophysics labora¬ 
tory, then inspections of the fa¬ 
cilities, such as the supersonic 
j wind tunnel. 

Esenwein said that he also has 
invited Daingerfield Division to 
send a like delegation for a day’s 
visit at Fort Worth Division, but 
these plans had not jelled at press 
time. 

Work Starts July 1 
On Freeway Link 

(Continued from Page 1) 
and Camp Bowie. It will tie in 
with the super-highway at Win- 
! throp and Calmont. 
j George Garrett, freeway engi- 
| neer-manager at Fort Worth for 
j the State Highway Department, 
said this week that construction 
■ will get under way about July 1 
I and be completed by mid-1955. 

| Many of the Fort Worth homes 
; located on the right-of-way for 
i the connecting link already have 
been purchased and moved. The 
route is scheduled to be com- 


C. P. Harrison, senior flight 
test engineer, is in charge of 
checking out the engine instal¬ 
lations. 

During this phase, crews will 
keep watchful eyes on all read¬ 
ings indicating the engines op¬ 
erating performance. 

In the flight program, flying 
qualities of the new nacelle and 
tail installations will be checked 
prior to delivery to the Air Force, 

Advantages of the turboprop 
include these: its higher power- 
to-weight ratio enable it to op¬ 
erate at higher speeds and higher 
altitudes than its predecessor, 
and also enable it to carry a 
heavier payload. It also uses less 
fuel than would a jet transport 
of like performance. 

San Diego personnel with pre¬ 
vious experience on aircraft with 
turbine-driven props have assisted 
in various phases of the work 
from the start. 


pletely cleared by June 1. 

Phone Call Courtesy 
Film Being Shown 

As part of a long range in¬ 
structional program, Convair San 
Diego is getting a series of show¬ 
ings of a movie on telephone 
courtesy with the theme “tele¬ 
phone as you would be telephoned 
i to.” 

Arranged by office services 
I and put on by training, the brief 
l program has been shown about 
ten times already and will con¬ 
tinue to be shown at various key 
points for some two weeks. 

! Clerks, secretaries, etc., are chief¬ 
ly involved. In conjunction with 
the program, a representative of 
office services points out some of 
the factors applying directly to 
Convair, such as care in dialing 
j 9 for outside calls and being sure 
I of correct numbers before plac- 
' ing calls. 


+ Cchtfairietlj ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 



READY TO PERFORM—Convair GRB-36, which specializes in 
plane in midair, leaves this week for Eglin AFB, Florida, to perform 



BRIEFING—Convair flight crew goes over plans prior to leaving 
for Eglin Air Force Base to give demonstration of GRB-36. (That's 
Ficon, remember?) Left to right: J. H. Margeson, L. H. Baker, 
R. Fitzgerald, J. D. Taylor, F. B. Petty, R. E. Fisher. Another mem¬ 
ber, C. T. Jones, was unavailable for picture. 


Hopkins Sees Increased Strength 
From General Dynamics Merger 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Dynamics facilities going full 
blast, and the bringing together 
of outstanding management, fi¬ 
nancial, production and sales 
people.” 

The new General Dynamics 
board held its first meeting in 
Washington, D.C. 

General Dynamics’ history as 
the first and major private Amer¬ 
ican producer of submarines for 
the U.S. Navy and other nations 
was climaxed in January with the 
launching of the world’s first 
atomic powered submarine, “USS 
Nautilus.” Construction of the 
second nuclear sub, “Sea Wolf,” 
is underway at the corporation’s 
Electric Boat Division shipyard 
in Groton, Conn. 

In 1947 the firm gained a 
strong position in the aircraft 
industry when it acquired Cana- 
dair Limited of Montreal, the 
largest plane producer in Canada, 
as a subsidiary. 

More than 1000 F-86E Sabre 
Jets have come off Canadair’s 
production lines for the Royal 
Canadian Air Force and the NA¬ 
TO nations, and in February the 
Canadian government awarded 
Canadair a contract for a mari¬ 
time reconnaissance version of 
the four-engined Bristol “Brit¬ 
annia.” 

Convair, with four plants lo¬ 
cated at San Diego and Pomona, 
California, and Fort Worth and 
Daingerfield, Texas, is one of the 
largest aircraft manufacturing 
facilities in the world. Designing, 
manufacturing and selling air¬ 
craft and guided missiles for mili¬ 
tary use, and transport airplanes 
for commercial use, it also is 
carrying out research and devel¬ 
opment on the technique of apply¬ 
ing atomic power to aircraft. 

The builder of the famed B-36 
intercontinental bomber, Convair 
now has in production the super¬ 
sonic, Delta-Wing F-102 intercep¬ 
tor, the new 350 miles-per-hour, 
80 ton, water-based Navy R3Y 


“Tradewind” transport, and the 
T-29 Air Force navigational 
trainer. Other Convair projects 
are the water-based, Delta-Wing 
XF2Y “Sea Dart” Navy fighter, 
a supersonic long-range bomber 
for the Air Force, and a new 
Navy VTO vertical rising fighter 
that was announced in March. At 
its Pomona plant, production of 
a classified guided missile for the 
U.S. Navy is increasing steadily. 
The commercial Convair-Liners, 
now flown by 31 airlines, are the 
standard around the world for 
short and medium range opera¬ 
tions. 

Convair Airplanes to 
Be Displayed May 15 

(Continued from Page 1) 

B-36 was based there. 

In addition to the group of B- 
36s on display at the field, a 
group of three will fly over the 
field during the afternoon. 

Top-notch Air Force planes 
will be exhibited as well as the 
B-36 and YB-60. Among them 
will be F-84, F-86 and B-47 and 
helicopters. 

Maj. Robert F. Spence, base 
public information officer at 
Carswell, invited all Convair FW 
employees to attend the open- 
house. 


XF-92 and * Nautilus * 

To be Seen at Fair 

General Dynamics Corp. pro¬ 
ducts will be in the spotlight 
during the upcoming Southern 
California Exposition and San 
Diego County Fair scheduled for 
June 25 through July 5 at Del 
Mar. 

Convair’s XF-92A, delta wing 
research interceptor, is scheduled 
to be displayed by the Air Force, 
if feasible, and a mock-up of the 
U.S.S. Nautilus, world’s first 
atomic submarine, built by the 
Electric Boat Division of General 
Dynamics, will also be shown. 


launching and retrieving fighter 
in weapons test. 

FW Crew Will 
Fly GRB-36 

(Continued from Page 1) 
personnel and equipment.” 

The job designated for Convair 
FW at its inception was to de¬ 
velop a releasing and retrieving 
mechanism that would permit 
launching and retrieving of the 
smaller aircraft. 

Convair was also responsible 
for the necessary testing and 
proving of the plane. 

Mechanism for the prototype 
was designed by the engineering 
department and the project fol¬ 
lowed to completion by E. D. 
Mathis, project engineer, working 
with T. R. Yarbrough, develop¬ 
ment project liaison man, and 
Ralph Hodge, AF project engi¬ 
neer. 

Convair is now working under 
an AF contract to modify an un¬ 
disclosed number of the planes. 
At present, modernization depart¬ 
ment is assigned to the project. 

“This development,” said an 
AF announcement, “has proven 
versatile in that varied types of 
missions can be accomplished 
with limited changes or modifica¬ 
tions of equipment and opera¬ 
tional techniques.” 

Convair Cited 
For 'Firsts' 

R. C. Sebold, Convair vice pres¬ 
ident-engineering, was on hand at 
the sixth annual California State 
Wing convention of the Air 
Force Association last month at 
Santa Monica to receive a plaque 
on behalf of Convair. 

The accompanying citation 
read: 

“Convair is hereby recognized 
for its many contributions to 
American Air Power. 

“We salute Convair for its 
many ‘firsts’ in aviation, the 
delta wing shape for supersonic 
flight, the revolutionary new 
water-based aircraft, and most 
important in this troubled world, 
the first intercontinental bomber, 
the B-36. 

“The Strategic Air Command 
of the USAF, with its fleet of 
far-ranging B-36 bombers, cap¬ 
able of carrying nuclear weapons 
to any enemy no matter how dis¬ 
tant, has been the principal de¬ 
terrent to all aggression. 

“For helping keep the peace— 
and the free world free—we of 
the California Wing of the Air 
Force Association salute Convair 
and the B-36.” 


R. F. Nelson Honored 
At Goodbye Dinner 

A Convair model 340 atop a 
white and pink cake was featured 
when service engineering em¬ 
ployees at Convair FW held a 
going-away party for R. F. 
Nelson. 

Nelson, who was aircraft serv¬ 
ice supervisor at Fort Worth, was 
transferred to the San Diego Di¬ 
vision recently. 

A barbecue dinner was served 
for the 75 people attending. Eric 
Harborne, master of ceremonies 
for the event, presented Nelson 
with a check for a Chris Craft 
trailer kit. 
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OUT OF DOORS—New YC-131C, turboprop powered, leaves hangar at Fort I B. A. Erickson, manager of FW flight, in pilot's seat. Plane was built in San Diego 
Worth for signing over to field operations. First flight is expected this month with | and modified in Fort Worth. 



Signing over YC-I3IC to field operations. Left to right: V. 
Dolson, manager of development, Paul Lynch, project engineer, 
W. W. Pierce, superintendent development manufacturing, and 
R. W. Dodd, superintendent development field operations. 


Air Force Pilot Who Has Flown 
Twice Speed of Sound Visits FW 


Maj. Charles E. Yeager, famed 
USAF test pilot, visited Convair 
FW Division recently. 

Yeager, a top man in his field, 
preferred not to comment on the 
B-36 — “because I’m strictly a 
fighter pilot.” 

The tall, tanned pilot is no 
stranger to Convair products, 
however. He flew the XF-92, 
the nation’s first delta wing air¬ 
craft and predecessor of the F- 
102, jet interceptor now being 
built at San Diego. 

Yeager became one of the avi¬ 
ation greats when he flew faster 



VISITING —Maj. Charles 
Yeager, famed Air Force pilot, 
looks over turboprop with J. T. 
Cosby, program director at FW. 


than sound in the rocket-propel¬ 
led Bell X-l. That was over six 
years ago. Since then he has 
flown two and a half times the 
speed of sound—1,650 miles per 
hour—in the Bell X-1A. 

“And I still get a little nervous 
before a flight,” he said. “A man 
can’t keep from it when he’s 
about to take up a piece of ma¬ 
chinery for the first time to see 
if it’ll work or flop to the ground. 

“But once you’re up, there’s 
too much to do to feel any 
qualms,” he said. 

There is one misconception 
about supersonic flight Yeager 
is anxious to clear up. Although 
a plane is going faster than 
sound, the pilot is in a sealed 
cockpit and carries air along 
with him. That means if he 
yells—he’ll hear it. 

Yeager also explained that su¬ 
personic traveling is anything 
but a silent affair. Shock waves 
hammer the plane, creating vi¬ 
brations which make the trip 
rather noisy. 

During his stay at Fort Worth, 
he was accompanied by William 
A. Clegern, former chief of en¬ 
gineering flight test at Convair 
FW and presently manager of 
the contracts co-ordinating office 
at San Antonio. 


CRA means Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association. It is run by 
and for Convair employees. Ac¬ 
tivities cover a wide range and 
somewhere is one or more for 
you. Turn to the list on page 6. 


Accomplishments of First Two Years 
Of Executive Development Reviewed 


Convair executives have a chance 
to become as well-rounded in 
experience as any in the industry, 
August C. Esenwein, FW Divi¬ 
sion manager, commented this 
week in a review of accomplish¬ 
ments in the first two years of 
the executive development pro¬ 
gram at Fort Worth Division. 

“This is tailor-made training 
on the job,” he said. “Each of 
the 191 men participating has 
his own specially-developed pro¬ 
gram worked out for him. 

“His particular plan is designed 
to improve his knowledge and 
facility in the fields where it 
will benefit both him and the 
company the most. And no two 
of the programs are alike.” 

Each individual’s activities in 
the program are directed by his 
immediate supervisor. 

The over-all program is moni¬ 
tored by the division personnel 


Croft Appointed New 
Employee Services 
Supervisor For FW 


Thomas G. Croft is the new 
supervisor of employee serv¬ 
ices section at Convair Fort 
Worth Division effective April 
26. He succeeds 
Joe B. Ellis, 
who has left the 
company to en¬ 
ter private busi¬ 
ness. 

A veteran of 
four years in 
personnel de¬ 
partment work, 
J Croft worked 
successively in 
T. G. Croft employment sec¬ 
tion, . wage and salary section, 
and labor relations section. 



He studied before the war at 
the University of Texas, served 
in the Air Force from 1942 to 
1947 and then returned to the 
university and won his law de¬ 
gree. He is a native of Fort 
Worth, and graduated from Pas¬ 
chal High School. 


Training Directors 
Appoint Anderson 

H. C. Anderson, training as¬ 
sistant supervisor at Convair 
Fort Worth Division, was named 
temporary chairman recently at 
a Fort Worth chapter organiza¬ 
tion meeting of the American 
Society of Training Directors. 

Anderson said that all persons 
directing training activities in 
business firms, as well as busi¬ 
ness and industrial teachers in 
colleges and technical schools, are 
eligible for charter membership. 
Anderson may be contacted at 
Convair, ext. 5245. 


committee, of which F. E. Cham¬ 
bers, manager of industrial re¬ 
lations and security, is chairman. 
The committee serves in an ad¬ 
visory capacity to Esenwein. Ac¬ 
tive co-ordination of the program 
is the responsibility of Ralph 
Wagner, of personnel department. 

Activities included in the pro¬ 
gram include special classes, also 
tailor-made for the individuals 
concerned, special conferences 
held by key personnel, and job 
rotation. 

“Job rotation is but one aspect 
of the program,” Wagner em¬ 
phasized, “but it certainly is prov¬ 
ing an effective way of giving an 
individual executive an insight 
into other fields.” 

Another activity likewise im¬ 


portant are the special confer¬ 
ences set up by key executives 
to familiarize others with their 
operations. 

Yet another phase of the pro¬ 
gram are special assignments 
designed to do two things, both 
accomplish the special project 
and at the same time teach the 
executive performing the assign¬ 
ment more things that will help 
him in his job. 

“This training differs in many 
ways from schooling in the usual 
sense,” said Wagner. “For one 
thing, it continues on a never- 
ending basis. 

“And, in the aircraft industry 
especially, things never stand 
still. There’s always something 
new to be learned.” 



CONFERENCE—Alan Thompson, manufacturing control chief, 
explains operations of department in conference with participants 
in executive development program, left to right: M. R. Jackson, 
L. E. Whitten, T. J. Sullivan, Hugh McClure. 



R. A. Fuhrer, chief tool engineer, inspects futuristic-looking plaster 
mould with W. E. Magnuson, fabrication superintendent. 



C. H. White, factory manager, explains "work centered devel¬ 
opment g.uide" used in executive development program. 
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BEAUTY AND A "BEAST"—Evelyn Maxwell and Joyce Christian of Convair FW found a non- 
Convair guest recently at newly opened CRA beach on Eagle Mountain Lake, about 16 miles from 
FW plant. "Hard-shelled" visitor provided them with brief distraction, while Evelyn and Joyce them¬ 
selves provided distraction to other guests. 


B-36 Faithfully Reproduced in Wood as 
Novel Entry in Model Plane Contest 


An Air Force flight engineer 
is setting his sights for a world 
championship title—with a bal¬ 
sam and plywood model of the 
Convair-built plane he flies. 

The man is 1st Lt. Richard 
Moorhead, of Biggs AFB, El 
Paso. He’s not content with fly¬ 
ing B-36s. He spends his spare 
time working on his scale model 
of the same plane. 

Moorhead is project officer for 
the U.S. Air Force world wide 
model airplane championships 
which will be held at Biggs AFB 
from July 19 to 23. And he plans 
to win it himself. With his past 
record he probably will. In 1952 
with a model of the F-82, he won 
first place championships in four 
categories. 


This year, he has already 
chalked up a first place in flying 
scale with the F-82 at Tucson, 
Ariz. 

“He figures he can’t lose with 
the B-36 model,” said G. H. Craig, 
of service engineering, who 
worked closely with Moorhead on 
the model. “That’s one of the 
reasons he chose this plane to 
work with. 

“Moorhead could gain enough 
points on the engines alone to 
help him cinch the title. He’s 
got 10 operable engines,” Craig 
continued. “This is a first in 
model airplanes.” 

The plane is built on a 1/32 
scale with everything from oper¬ 
able shock struts to a self-center¬ 
ing nose gear. The wing span 
is seven feet three inches and 
the ship measures five feet and 
three quarters inches from nose 
to tail. 

Craig built the landing gear for 
Moorhead after they met in Spo¬ 
kane where both were stationed. 
He made them of aluminum with 


fine tools and an abundance of 
precision. 

Another feature of the control 
line model is its nose gear. The 
minute gear is self centering so 
the plane can align itself. The 
model also has a complete set 
of navigation lights which are 
operated by batteries. 

But even with the relatively 
large size of the plane—for a 
model—it weighs only approxi¬ 
mately 20 pounds. 

“That’s unusual enough,” Craig 
said. “Most model planes with 
engines would not be anywhere 
near comparable to this B-36 
when size is considered.” 


Home-Made 


Radio and TV Parts Combined 

To Produce an Electric Organ 

L. L. Reed of Dept. 35 at San Diego is a lot like the 
gentleman who whittled out a spoke and then decided to 
build a wagon to fit it. 

Only Reed fashioned a keyboard and then built an 
electric organ around it! 


Regardless of his method, Reed 
now has an electric chord organ 
built of parts from radio and 
television sets. Everything was 
made by hand, from the gleam¬ 
ing oak cabinet to the intricate 
electrical connections which sup¬ 
ply the notes. 

“I really made the keys first. 
They are of light wood painted 
with white enamel,” Reed said. 
“Then came the cabinet and 
mountings and finally the heart 
of the organ which produces the 
sound.” 

The left side of the keyboard 
contains the chord keys, while 
the melody keys are on the right. 
Two pedals allow him to reach 
a range of bass notes. Controls 
on the front produce higher and 
lower tones and volume dials for 
each set of keys controls the 
pitch. Reed plans to add addi¬ 
tional controls later for more 
range. 

Three standard speakers, 
twelve, eight and six inches in 
diameter supply sound when 
various combinations of keys are 
pressed. All connections for the 
keys are mounted on one board 
with tuning keys in front and 
control boxes behind. Each key 
has five connections on the mel¬ 
ody side with some 60 connec¬ 
tions on the chord side. Twelve 
standard radio tubes and two 
regulator tubes make up the 
heart of the organ, which is open 
on the back for ventilation and 
accessibility. 

“Some of our friends laughed 
when he mentioned his plan for 
building an organ,” Mrs. Reed 
said. “But I didn’t, because I 
knew he could do it if he tried.” 

Proof of his ability with tools 
is found in abundance around 
the Reed house. There is a ra¬ 


dio-phonograph combination made 
of a surplus Navy aircraft 
radio, and a television set for 
which Reed made the cabinet and 
controls. These items and the 
organ are finished alike for 
matching beauty. 

His entire cost for the organ, 
including the cabinet and a 
bench was about $125. He figures 
a commercial chord organ would 
cost him around $995! 

Reed says he usually plays by 
ear but he can also read music 
and often accompanies his son 
Leland who is a clarinetist in 
the Linda Vista Junior High 
Band. 


Dept. 203 at Plant 2 
Wins CIP-ES Award 

Dept. 203 (welding-heat treat), 
Plant 2, was awarded the Convair 
SD cost reduction banner for its 
accomplishments in April. 

Employees working under Gen¬ 
eral Foreman B. L. Wolfe barely 
nosed out the factory manager’s 
office, Plant 2, for the title. 

The award goes to the depart¬ 
ment showing the greatest dollar 
savings, largest number of CIPs 
and ESs submitted and approved 
and the lowest operating cost. 


Camp Fire Permits 
Available at SD 

Camp fire permits for Convair 
SD employees who plan to visit 
a National Forest in the Cali¬ 
fornia region are available at em¬ 
ployee service offices at both 
plants without charge. 

“Federal law requires that 
campers have a permit in Na¬ 
tional Forests where open fires 
are allowed,” said Jerry Schultz, 
CRA Gun Club commissioner. 


FW Baby Shoes Find 
A Home in Korea 


Moorhead and Craig pictured 
beside a B-36 after which they 
constructed a faithful miniature. 


At least one Convair FW em¬ 
ployee has found a use for worn 
baby shoes. He’s L. C. Crumwine 
of service engineering. 

Crumwine and his wife found 
a pair of discarded shoes, cleaned 
them up and mailed them to 
Korea after noticing a plea for 
shoes in a local paper. 

Soon Crumwine received a let¬ 
ter from Chaplain Paul A. John¬ 
son, USN, in Korea. It said: 

“The baby shoes arrived in good 
condition and will be given out 
to where they are needed badly. 
God bless you for this kindness.” 

Crumwine will be glad to give 
the mailing address to other Con¬ 
vair employees. 


TRULY HIS OWN—When L. L. Reed of Convair SD speaks of his own electric organ, the pos¬ 
sessive means something. He built it himself, as well as television cabinet and record player. 



NEW "MODEL" B-36—1st Lt. Richard Moorhead, shown with partly finished B-36 model he built 
with assistance of George Craig of Convair, assistant project engineer. Plane, one thirty-second 
size of a real B-36, will be built to actually fly. 


U.S. Tourists Give Orient a Poor Impression 
Of Americans, Says Returning SD Engineer 


W. H. Casselberry, Convair 
field service engineer, returned 
to San Diego last month after a 
year of duty in Manila, which is 
among the most expensive spots 
in the world to live. 

“A three - bedroom American 
type home rents for $225 a 
month, cigarettes are 50 cents 
a pack, a steak dinner is $4 or 
$5,” he reported. 

Casselberry, who was attached 
to Philippine Air Lines, never¬ 
theless was reluctant to leave 
his pleasant associations in 
PAL. He won’t be in the states 
for long, however, but is due 
to go to Brazil soon. 

An old hand at living abroad, 
particularly in the Orient, Cas¬ 
selberry was strongly critical of 


the average American tourist 
and the impression he leaves be¬ 
hind him, domineering and dis¬ 
courteous. 

“There have been times when 
I have been ashamed of my 
countrymen and deeply sorry for 
their attitude toward the peo¬ 
ples of other countries. In my 
experience, anti - American feel¬ 
ings abroad often can be traced 
to boorish travelers.” 

Any feeling that there may be 
does not extend to the Convair- 
Liner, however. 

“Our airplanes have proved 
themselves beyond a doubt and 
been completely accepted. 

“Once a passenger rides in a 
Convair he becomes a regular 
customer.” 
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Esenwein to Appeal For More Stable 
Employment in Aircraft Industry 


The importance of a stable 
and healthy aircraft industry to 
the maintenance of a free world 
will be discussed tomorrow (May 
6) by Fort Worth Division Man¬ 
ager August C. Esenwein before 
members of the American Ord¬ 
nance Association. 

Approximately 500 members 
will be in national convention at 
an “Industrial Preparedness” 
luncheon in Hotel Texas. 

Esenwein’s remarks are sched¬ 
uled to emphasize the need for 
a stable and substantial employ¬ 
ment in the aircraft industry at 
all times—as compared to the 
“feast or famine” history it has 
experienced almost without ex¬ 
ception since the industry was 
established. 

He will point out that if an¬ 
other war should develop, the 
United States cannot expect to 
remain free from attack while 


we spend three or four years 
building up the airpower neces¬ 
sary to win a war. He also will 
emphasize that any hostilities in 
the future can bring an aerial at¬ 
tack directly upon U. S. cities in 
a matter of a few hours. 

At the morning session on 
Thursday, A. O. A. members will 
participate in a seminar on air 
armament. Papers will be pre¬ 
sented by research, development 
and production personnel of the 
U. S. Air Force. 

At the afternoon session, lead¬ 
ing authorities on the subject 
will conduct a seminar on the use 
of titanium. 

On Friday, members will spend 
the morning at Carswell Air 
Force Base, home of the B-36- 
equipped Eighth Air Force. They 
will come to Fort Worth Division 
for an afternoon visit and will see 
a B-36 engage in test firing at 


the gun butt. 

In an official program are 
these words: 

“All members of the American 
Ordnance Association are keenly 
aware of the relationship be¬ 
tween armament and aircraft. 

“Our superior aircraft become 
superior weapons only when they 
are equipped with superior ord¬ 
nance. 

“Rockets, guided missiles, fire 
control, bombs, guns and ammu¬ 
nition—these are the principal 
armament items requiring inten¬ 
sive research and vast production 
techniques to meet the challenge 
of the atomic age.” 

According to the program, the 
meeting is “arranged by invita¬ 
tion of the Secretary of the U. S. 
Air Force and with the approval 
of the Commanding General of 
the Strategic Air Command, Gen¬ 
eral Curtis E. LeMay.” 






HOME AGAIN—Oliver Farrell and seeing-eye dog Lena arrive 
at Lindbergh Field after completing training made possible by 
Con-Trib-Club donation. Tony Gianformaggio, chairman of district 
I.A.M. group which helps sponsor school, greets him. 

Benefit Ball Game Tonight to Raise 
Funds For 'Guiding Eyes' For Blind 


VISITORS—Looking over Convair SD recently were two government representatives. At 
Robert Kirkwood, California state controller, being briefed by W. R. Carey of Dept. 300. 
are Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Ragusa in a model 340. He is director of Los Angeles office of U. S. 
Business Administration. 


right is 
At left 
Small 


Mfg. Control Wins in 
SD Safety Contest 

Manufacturing control depart¬ 
ments at Plant 1 under T. F. Mc- 
Aleer, won the monthly safety 
contest at Convair San Diego 
during March, working 187,486 
man hours without an injury. 
Field operations under Supt. S. J. 
Barinka was second. Winning de- 
i partments receive a trophy. 


A BREAK—Dorothy R. Cooks- 
ton of Dept. 225 at Plant 2 SD 
reaped benefit of foresight re¬ 
cently. Drill fragment struck her 
eye glasses, but she was unhurt. 
Lenses were of safety glass. 


Chill Wills, veteran movie star, 
will be the master of ceremonies 
tonight (May 5) for a special 
ceremony before the Padre-Hol- 
lywood game at Lane Field in 
San Diego. 

Wills will introduce three blind 
persons of the San Diego area. 
Two are being named to attend 
a special school conducted by In¬ 
ternational Guiding Eyes, Inc., 
an organization which supplies 
lead dogs to the blind. The third, 
Oliver Farrell, formerly of Dept. 
31 at SD, and husband of Adeie 
Farrell, Dept. 212, and his dog 
Lena will also be introduced. 
Farrell and Lena recently fin¬ 
ished training made possible by 
a donation from the Con-Trib- 
Club at SD. 


Several blind persons have 
been selected by a committee 
headed by Tony Gianformaggio, 
Dept. 401, and made up of Gor¬ 
don Needles, Carl Hallquist, Tom 
Barrett and Ralph L. Marshall, 
all of Convair SD. Two will be 
drawn from a hat at random for 
training this year. 

Guiding Eyes, Inc., is spon¬ 
sored by the International Asso¬ 
ciation of Machinists as a non¬ 
profit organization with the bene¬ 
fit game tonight under the aus¬ 
pices of Lodge 1125. 

Wills will be presented by Phil 
Bertram, TV and movie actor, 
who will act as moderator for 
the affair. 

The ceremony starts at 7:30 
p.m. with game time 8:15. 


JOURNEYMEN—Four years as apprentices ended recently for four at San Diego. Center photo 
shows SD Division Manager B. F. Coggan presenting journeymen certificates to E. E. Franke (Dept. 
28) and E. B. Denton Jr. (Dept. 403). At left is W. G. Norton (Dept. 6) and at far right is R. S. 
Hyatt (Dept. 524). 


Four Become 


FW Management Club Members to 
Help Clean up Scout Camp Site 


“Operation Swish.” . . . 

That’s what Convair FW Man¬ 
agement Club has named its 
clean-up project slated for May 
15. And there will be about 700 
club members pitching in to clean 
up a Boy Scout camp site. 

The site is Camp Leroy Shu¬ 
man located on the east side of 
Lake Worth. It was deeded to 
the city by Shuman and was to 
be used as a Boy Scout camp. 
But through the years the camp 
has been neglected. 

D. H. Curlee first aroused in¬ 
terest in the project when he call¬ 
ed the situation to the attention 


SIMPSON NOW PH.D. 

N. H. Simpson, Convair FW 
Division, last week was awarded 
a Doctor of Philosophy degree 
from the University of Texas. 
Simpson is chief of engineering 
test lab. 


of members of the FW club’s 
Board of Control. 

The 20-acre site will be divided 
in 20 equal sections. Each area 
will have a leader who in turn 
will recruit 35 Management Club 
members to help clear the area. 

R. J. Hendrickson is chairman 
of the project with G. E. Symm, 
M. E. Caraway, L. O. Lyte, H. R. 
Montgomery, W. E. Magnuson, 
Dick Lilly, Larry Hayes and J. 
E. Waggoner working with him. 

“Each section leader will draw 
lots,” said Hendrickson, “and then 
attack. Some will be relatively 
easy to clean up and some won’t. 

“But we expect to have the 
camp cleaned up by noon—even 
though there is a lot of under¬ 
growth.” 

Hendrickson said plans are 
being formulated now to raise 
funds to erect permanent build¬ 
ings on the site and make neces¬ 
sary improvements. 


DECORATED—Mrs. Della M. Hughes of Dept. 212 at Plant 2 
SD was good sport when Supt. F. H. McLaughlin and General 
Foreman Jack Bryant decorated her machine with $1,500 in bonds 
as prank. She had just purchased them with 30th anniversary gift. 

Instead of an Auto, 30th Anniversary Gift 
Converted Into U.S. Savings Bonds at SD 


Mrs. Della M. Hughes of Dept. 
212 at San Diego on her 30th 
wedding anniversary was given 


a choice by her husband, M. A. 
Hughes of Dept. 31 SD, of an 
automobile or a cash gift. 

She chose the money and re¬ 
cently invested this in purchase 
of $1500 in U.S. Savings bonds 
(maturity value) at Convair SD, 
representing one of the larger 
bond purchases in recent months. 
Present to congratulate Mrs. 
Hughes on her judgment were 
Supt. F. H. McLaughlin, General 
Foreman Jack Bryant and Bob 
Merwin of employee service at 
Plant 2. 


Journeymen 

Convair San Diego has award¬ 
ed journeyman certificates to 
four graduates of the apprentice 
program during the past four 
months, according to H. W. Ru- 
bottom, training supervisor. 

Receiving certificates were: 

W. G. Norton, Dept. 6, aircraft 
machinist; E. E. Franke, Dept. 
28, aircraft and engine mechanic; 
E. B. Denton, Jr., Dept. 403, air¬ 
craft tool and die maker and jig 
builder; and R. S. Hyatt, Dept. 
524, aircraft tool and die maker 
and jig builder. 

Denton was named the out¬ 
standing apprentice in the South¬ 
ern California region by the edu¬ 
cational department of the Na¬ 
tional Association of Manufac¬ 
turers in 1953. 

Convair SD currently has 80 
apprentices engaged in training 
who complete four years each in 
the program before being award¬ 
ed journeyman certificates. 


Both Mr. and Mrs. Hughes, in¬ 
cidentally, are regular bond pur¬ 
chasers through payroll deduc¬ 
tions. 
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Washer Tournament 
Scheduled for May 8 

Convair FW washer pitchers 
will have an opportunity to estab¬ 
lish their place as a contender 
for plant champion O. P. Brown 
this week when the activity holds 
a plant-wide tournament at the 
CRA Center. 

It will be held at 2 p.m. on 
May 8. 


Summer Drama 
Available Here 

The gap between spring and 
fall Little Theatre will be filled 
this summer, thanks largely to 
the work of Stan Brown, CRA 
drama commissioner, and mem¬ 
bers of the CRA Wing and Mas¬ 
que group. 

Wing and Masque is a member 
of the Fort Worth Theatre Coun¬ 
cil which was organized largely 
through the efforts of the CRA 
group. Brown is chairman of the 
advisory council. 

He announced this week that 
five plays would be held this 
summer enabling Fort Worth 
residents to have summer stock 
at their fingertips. 

Brown invited interested Con¬ 
vair employees to try out for 
parts in the first play—“Angel 
Street”—which will be held early 
this summer. 

Tryouts are 7:30 p.m. at the 
Texas Christian University Fine 
Arts Building. 

“Silver Whistle”, “January 
Thaw”, “Candida” and “Goodbye 
My Fancy” are the top hits lined 
up for the summer performances. 

Interested persons may enroll 
in the summer work for $13 and 
may receive one hour college 
credit for their work. 

Season tickets for the plays to 
be produced in the air-conditioned 
Little Theatre at TCU will be 
available for $4. 

Youngsters Get 
Eggs, Prizes 

Brightly-colored Easter eggs 
scattered throughout the fields at 
the CRA Ranch were quickly 
found by the 200 some youngsters 
who gathered there the day be¬ 
fore Easter. 

The event was CRA's annual 
Easter Egg Hunt. It started at 
10 a.m. and lasted Til noon. I. B. 
Hale greeted the children and 
parents at the wagon with com¬ 
mentary and instructions and in¬ 
troduced Mai Holloway as “world 
famous balloonatic” who made 
balloon figures for the children. 

After the hunt was over, prizes 
were awarded in various cate¬ 
gories. Charles Wayne Harper 
won a white rabbit for the boy 
finding the most eggs. Susan 
Ochojski took the prize in the 
girls division. 

Col. C. Savage received a prize 
for having the most children there 
and Harold F. Schubert was a 
prize-winner for having the young¬ 
est child there. 

Winners in area 1 were Donald 
Pressly and Brenda Jean Allen. 
Patricia Ann Rohmer and Rick 
Ewing were winners in area 2 
and Mary Jo Schau and Charles 
Harper were winners in area 3. 


Big Show Marks 
Beach Opener 


At Reduced Prices 

Convair FW employees again 
have a chance to watch Fort 
Worth Cats baseball games at a 
reduced rate. C. J. Hall, CRA 
business manager, announced this 
week. Reserved seat tickets in 
section K are on sale at the CRA 
office for $1—a 25 cents saving 
over gate price. 


POINTING OUT—Director Jerry Ratcliff shows Phil Anderson 
and Jean Finney some of their lines in forthcoming Wing and Mas¬ 
que comedy, "George Washington Slept Here." 


y George Washington Slept Here 7 
Opens at Playhouse May 13 

The trials and tribulations of a “country estate” pro¬ 
vide some hilarious moments for the CRA Wing and Mas¬ 
que players in their next scheduled production, “George 
Washington Slept Here.” 

The three-act comedy opens May 13 and runs May 14, 

15, 21, 22 at the CRA Playhouse. 
Jerry Ratliff, play director, an¬ 
nounced the change in the dates 
because of the Memorial Day 
weekend. 

Ratliff also announced the rest 
of his cast members. Katie will 
be played by Lorraine Watts and 
Hester will be played by Barbara 
Rothacker. 

Dan Otstott plays the role of 
Leggett Frazier and Frank Han¬ 
cock plays the part of Tommy 
Hughes. Miss Wilcox is portrayed 
by Jean Finney. The part of 
Madge Fuller will be played by 
Joyce Christian. 

Stage manager is Jean Clark, 
with make up done by Paula Hal¬ 
sey. Dave Halsey is in charge 
of lighting, and J. D. Goodman 
will do the sound. Ruth Brown 
is assistant director, and Paul 
Masser is technical director. Jean¬ 
ne Harrison will handle publicity. 
Martha and Spanky Kidd will 
provide the props. 

The play centers around Mr. 
and Mrs. Newton Fuller, who 
buy their first home in the coun¬ 
try. Newton seems to be the 
victim of a sharp real estate 
salesman or blindness—for the 
home is in shambles. Cows are 
in the kitchen, and the roof leaks. 

To add to the troubles there is 
no water—and a variety of people 
invading the none-too-peaceful 
home at various stages through¬ 
out the play. 

Clever dialogue marks the play 
written by Moss Hart and George 
Kauffman. 


VICTORY SMILE—Charles Wayne Harper displays big grin as 
Jimmy Shackelford, chairman of Easter Egg Hunt, presents Charles 
with white rabbit. —Photo by Jim House. 


JUST ROWING ALONG—Convair pretties enjoy boat rowing as well as sunbathing (see Page 4) 
at the new CRA Beach. They are Joyce Christian, Dept. I I, at the left and Evelyn Maxwell, Dept. 6, 
at the right. Beach opens May 15 with a whopping big program. 


CRA Activities.Join the Fun! 


Mark a great big red circle 
around May 15! 

That's the day the CRA Beach 
will open with a big splash for 
all Convair FW employees. 

There'll be boat races, water 
sports exhibitions, swimming and 
just about everything else for 
Convair families to see and par¬ 
ticipate in for the grand opening. 

According to Hank Wendorf, 
CRA president, the beach will be 
open to Convair families from 
May 15 to Sept. 15, and all for 
the price of $1.50 per family. 
Guest tickets will be available 
at the beach for 50 cents per 
person. 

The beach is a 75-acre site lo¬ 
cated on the west shore of Eagle 
Mountain Lake. There's 2,500 feet 
of sandy beach and boating facili¬ 
ties for employees to enjoy. 

The beach will open at 5 a.m. 
and remain open til 11 p.m. al¬ 
lowing all to participate in a va¬ 
riety of activities every day of 
the week. 

Ample picnic facilities are 
available as well as a concession 
stand where food and drinks may 
be purchased. Bath houses and 
rest room facilities will be modern 
and newly constructed. 

And there's no need to worry 
about parking! Wendorf assured 
everyone there'd be no trouble 
finding a parking place at any 
time. 

Boats may be rented and min¬ 
nows will be for sale. There’ll 
be no charge for fishing to Tar¬ 
rant County residents. 

Lifeguards will be on duty 
throughout the day and night and 
first aid facilities will be ample. 

Wendorf stressed that families 
could not be admitted without 
their beach ticket. The tickets 
are available only at the CRA 
office. 

Directions for reaching the site 
are also available at the CRA 
office. 

“We want to see everyone out 
for the grand opening,” said 
Wendorf. “We've got a big pro¬ 
gram planned and high hopes 
this will be the biggest and best 
season ever for Convair em¬ 
ployees.” 


Cats Tickets Available 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Open shooting from 2 to 5 p.m. 
each Sunday at CRA Ranch for everyone 
with own equipment. Range open from 6 
to 10 p.m. each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3146. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday. 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday. CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Britain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3159. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner. ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. 
E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, Col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. “George Washington Slept 
Here” 8 p.m., May 13, 14, 15, 21, 22, CRA 
Playhouse. 


FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 
6136. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. Doubles championship, 
May 22. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. T. H^ist. com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, 
commissioner, ext. 5138. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch oeriod at 50-foot 
aisle. Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, 
ext. 7127. Bob Sloan, ext. 7111, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult 
and children’s riding classes, contact CRA 
office, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner. LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 D.m. and 
advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tues¬ 
days at CRA Center. 


TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner. ext. 5141. Regular play /:30 p.m. 
May 11, 16. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. every 
Monday at Ernest Parker Gym. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton. commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for 
first shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday at CRA Center; for second 
and third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 


Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Velma Lilley, commissioner, 
ext. 368. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner. 

HUNTING AND FISHING—J. F. Turn¬ 
er. commissioner, ext. 328, 463. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. P. Cumming, 
commissioner, Dept. 1, ext. 380. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner. 

WASHERS—Pete Ball, commissioner, ext. 
418. 
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Savage Bowls 
'Unusual Game' 

“I had a rather unusual game 
last night,” Chuch Savage, of en¬ 
gineering, told his friends re¬ 
cently. 

The word unusual was probably 
the understatement of the day. 

Savage bowled a perfect game! 

The unusual feat happened 
April 24 at Tavener’s Playdium 
where he got three strikes on 
each alley. He carried three cross¬ 
overs, the fifth and 11th frame 
strikes being a little shakey. But 
the other nine balls were solid 
in the pocket. 

Savage, who is enjoying his 
best season in 10 years of bowl¬ 
ing, finished last season with a 
169 average. 


PERFECT GAME—Chuck Sav¬ 
age here shows winning form that 
got him a 300 game recently. It 
was first in ten years of bowling 
for Savage. 


extra layer of Fibreglas mat ma¬ 
terial on the inside floor of the 
boat. 

E. A. Hill, caretaker, at the 
CRA Center has been placed in 
charge of materials at the center. 


INFIELDERS—This quintet from the White Settlement Little League team was on hand for the 
opening game. They are: catcher Joe Chamberlain and Jimmy Moore, Johnny Stevens, Ronnie Clark 
and Eddie Tucknies. Ed Tucknies is manager of team. 


Esenwein Tosses First Ball as 
Little League Opens Season 

Little League season officially opened Monday, May 3, 
for CRA-sponsored teams when August C. Esenwein, Con- 
vair FW Division manager, threw out the first ball. 

On the receiving end of the toss was A1 Vincent, manager 
of the Fort Worth Cats baseball team. Several members 


of the Cat team also attended 
the game and opening ceremonies. 

The opening day was highlight¬ 
ed by a game between the River 
Oaks Pirates and White Settle¬ 
ment Indians. The Pirates are 
managed by M. E. Owens and 
0. 0. Strickland. Ed Tucknies 
is manager of the Indians. 

The game got under way after 
posting of the colors in center 
field by the Cowtown Brigade. 
A1 Lawley, CRA Little League 
commissioner, was master of cere¬ 
monies for the event. C. Hailey 
was in charge of arrangements. 

CRA is sponsoring four Little 
League teams in the 1954 season. 


In addition to the above men¬ 
tioned, West Ridglea, managed by 
T. L. Harris and W. Q. Hudler 
and Arlington Heights, managed 
by W. A. Peninger and Hailey, 
are also CRA-sponsored. 

Regular games are played at 
5:30 p.m. each Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday at the Little 
League park at the CRA Ranch. 

B teams play on Saturday 
mornings from 9 to 11 at the field. 


Marie Orrick Has 
Three Prints Accepted 

Marie Orrick, wife of Stan Or¬ 
rick, CRA camera commissioner, 
pulled a neat trick recently and 
is the envy and praise of other 
shutterbugs. 

She submitted four prints to 
the Southwest Salon Exhibit in 
Dallas and had three accepted. 
They are now on exhibit in the 
Museum of Fine Arts there. 

Mrs. Orrick has long been a 
prize winner in the CRA activity 
and will enter the forthcoming 
Quarterly Contest scheduled for 
May 10. 

Entries will be accepted that 
night and will be judged at the 
meeting. Either black and white 
or color slides will be accepted. 


Horseshoes Will Clank 


May 22 at Tourney 

CRA horseshoe pitching activi¬ 
ty will hold a plant-wide tourna¬ 
ment May 22, Finn Wahl, CRA 
horseshoe pitching commissioner, 
announced this week. 

The contest will be held at 1 
p.m. on Saturday so that second 
shift may participate. 

Glen Rudy will be on hand to 
defend his title, but his former 
doubles partner has left Convair. 

“I’m sure they’ll be plenty of 
good competition though,” said 
Wahl. “We’ve got a lot of good 
pitchers and the contest should 
be closely matched.” 

First prize winners will receive 
$20 certificates. Second prize 
winners will receive $15, third 
place winners will receive $10, 
and fourth will receive $5 certifi¬ 
cates. 

Wahl requested that all en¬ 
trants meet at the CRA center 
at 12:30 p.m. to match partners. 

He invited all Convair em¬ 
ployees to attend the tournament. 


Golf Sweepstakes Set 
At Z-Boaz Saturday 

It’s sweepstakes time again, ac¬ 
cording to Lawrence Armstrong, 
newly-appointed CRA golf com¬ 
missioner. 

Another golf sweepstakes for 
the 1954 season will be held Sat¬ 
urday, May 8, at Z-Boaz Golf 
Course. 

Armstrong said the tournament 
will be open to Convair FW em¬ 
ployees, AF personnel at Con¬ 
vair, and technical representatives 
at Convair. 

The tournament will be held 
on an individual basis with handi¬ 
caps. Prizes will be awarded on 
low net score. 

Entries will be accepted in the 
CRA office until 4 p.m. Friday, 
May 7. 


Anyone Lose a Dog? 

Anyone lose a black cocker 
spaniel ? 

Anne Murphy has found one. 
She got in her car on April 28 
and the tiny dog crawled from 
under the car to the front seat. 

The dog is at her home and 
she’d like to find its owner. She 
may be contacted at ext. 5126 
or WE-9522. 


HUSTLERS—These busy, busy men are some of the group who 
are building their own boats under the plan now in effect at Con¬ 
vair FW. They work at the CRA Center to produce own Fiberglas 
boats at minimum cost, 

25 Boats Roll Off Assembly Line 
As Project Gets in Full Swing 

Twenty-five boats have already rolled off the “assembly 
line” under the CRA boat-building project. 

“The project is going along even better than we had 
hoped,” said Hank Wendorf, CRA president. “The boats are 
coming along fine and everyone seems pleased with them.” 

The work is done on a share- 
the-work basis so that employees 
may enjoy the luxury of owning 
their own boats at a minimum of 
cost and labor. 

The boats are Fibreglas and are 
built from a hull first made by 
Bill Kelly and Ernie Costantino. 

The project was started at Con¬ 
vair FW after interest was ex¬ 
pressed in a similar project at 
San Diego. 

A $25 deposit is all that is 
needed, with the balance of $102 
coming at a later date. Approxi¬ 
mate working time is 20 hours 
to produce a Fibreglas hull, oak 
transom and oak or mahogany 
gunwale with up to three seats, 
bonded playwood, double bulk¬ 
heads semifinished. 

Finishing is done at the indi¬ 
vidual’s spare time and discretion. 

The boat is 14 foot semi-V type 
and is 52 inches wide at the tran¬ 
som. It has one complete layer 
of smooth Fibreglas material for 
the outside hull; two layers of 
Fibreglas mat material and one 


IN ACTION—Stopped in action by photographer is Ted Yarbrough, who took second place in re¬ 
cent CRA horseshow. His time was 12.3 seconds. First place winner "Cotton" Mims was not avail¬ 
able for picture. His time was I I seconds. Show attracted more than 500. 


CRA Horseshow Attracts Top 
Horses, Riders of Southwest 

CRA staged one of the best horseshows in the southwest 
April 25 when more than 500 people gathered at the CRA 
ranch to see some of the best horses in Texas. 

Entries numbered 112 horses ridden by top riders to 
make CRA’s first try at horseshows a big success. 


Mike Cusak of Fort Worth was 
named overall riding champion. 
He took first place in three class¬ 
es, including western horseman¬ 
ship (13-17 years of age), west¬ 
ern championship and pleasure 
type stock horse riding. 

The ladies championship went 
to Caroline McGowan of Denton, 
who was one of the producers 
of the show and served as sec¬ 
retary. She rode “Little Joe Reed” 
owned by O. H. Crew, Dept. 20-2, 
who was ringmaster and a pro¬ 
ducer of the show. 

C. Gordon Arnold’s palomino 
stallion took honors in his class. 
“Shoe Stamp” was ridden by 
Jimmy Hobbs. Champion quarter 
horse was “Z Boaman” ridden by 
Cusak. Betty Lamb of Dallas took 
first place in the cutting horse 
novice class. 

In the open cutting horse class 
there was a tie between Miss Tex¬ 
as, owned by J. D. Craft of Jacks- 
boro, and Poco Mona owned by 
V. O. Hilbreath of Aledo, and 
ridden by M. L. Johnson. 

Raymond “Cotton” Mims, Dept. 
27, tied his calf in 11 seconds to 
take the jackpot prize in calf-rop¬ 
ing. Ted Yarbrough, Dept. 7-2, 
was second place winner, with 
12.3 seconds as his time. 

Betty and Ted Lamb, sisters 
from Dallas, took first and sec¬ 
ond places in the ladies barrel 
race. 

Charlie Huff of Waxahachie 
was judge for the show which 
started at 2 p.m. and lasted for 
several hours. 

“We’d like to thank all who 
participated in the show and made 
it a success,” said Jimmy Shackel¬ 
ford, CRA riding and roping com¬ 
missioner. 


Four Modelers 
Take Three Firsts 

Four Convair employees or 
members of their families had the 
recent model airplane contest at 
Abilene sewed up. They came 
home with three first places, a 
second and a third place. 

Ronnie Scott, son of E. E. Scott, 
took first place in the B speed 
event and R. J. Heist, CRA model 
airplance commissioner, won first 
place in the team racing event. 

Bill Timmons took a first in 
A speed and a third in B speed 
and Ed Rankin won second in B 
speed. 

Heist announced that a control 
line jalopy race is set for 2 p.m. 
at Forest Park. A control line 
team race will also be held May 
16 at Forest Park. 

Several members of the CRA 
activity are planning to attend 
a radio control contest in San 
Angelo May 9 to participate in 
a meet there. 

Heist invited all interested Con¬ 
vair FW employees to attend the 
contests. 

Anchor Man Saves 
Day for Bowling Team 

Wynn Oil defeated Dead Ap¬ 
ples recently in one of the closest 
bowling playoffs on record for 
the Convair departmental bowling 
league. The playoff game cinched 
the League championship title for 
the group. 

In the final game the anchor 
man found himself needing a 
double for Wynn Oil to win. A1 
James, anchor man, came through 
to win the game for his team. 
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Convair Joins Group That Builds Both Airplanes and Submarines 



THIS IS ELECTRIC BOAT—On bank of Thames River at Groton, Connecticut, is Electric Boat 
Division of General Dynamics. It is oldest and largest designer and manufacturer of submarines. It 
was here that Nautilus, world's first atom powered submarine, was built. 



The Nautilus is pictured here at fitting out dock at Electric Boat. Photo is most recent release 
of atom submarine since launching Jan. 21. A submarine usually is about 83 per cent complete at the 
time it first enters the water. 



"Lobo," a submarine built by Electric Boat for Republic of Peru, 
slides into water as members of crew cheer. 




Above and at right are air views of Canadair at Montreal. 


THIS IS CANADAIR—Another member of General Dynamics group is Canadair 
Ltd. of Montreal, Canada. Shown here are scenes from that company's Plant 2 


where F-86 Sabres are built. At left is fuselage section and part of final assembly 
while at right is wing section. Canadair also builds T-33 trainers. 


Another member of General Dynamics team is Electro Dynamic 
Division located at Bayonne, N. J., builders of electric motors. 


F-86 Sabre built by Canadair. Recently company celebrated its 1,000th Sabre. 
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TAXI RUN—Convair's first VC-I3IC turboprop transport built for the Air Force is shown on its 
first taxi run May 6 in the yard area at Fort Worth Division. Run was made as part of field oper¬ 
ations cycle. Plane was built in San Diego and modified at Fort Worth. 









Bond Campaign 
Nets Increased 
Participation 

Almost 8,000 Convair em¬ 
ployees joined the “Five- 
For-Fifteen Club” during a 
corporation-wide U.. S. Sav¬ 
ings Bond drive staged in 
April, latest figures indi¬ 
cate. Overall participation in¬ 
creased also. 

The campaign at all di¬ 
visions encouraged the pur¬ 
chase of $100 bonds through 
payroll deduction instead of 
bonds of lesser denomina¬ 
tions. Deductions of $5 a 
week for 15 weeks buys the 
purchaser a $100 bond. 
That's where the “Five-For- 
Fifteen” idea comes from. 

At the start of the drive less 
than 1,400 employees were signed 
up for $100 bond purchases at all 
divisions. As a result of the 
campaign, better than 9,300 are 
now receiving $100 bonds regu¬ 
larly. 

Convair divisions listed better 
than 27,300 bond buyers as the 
drive got underway. Current fig¬ 
ures show more than 32,000 are 
now saving systematically through 
the purchase of bonds through 
payroll deductions. 

Fort Worth Division showed 
the greatest increase among divi¬ 
sions in $100 bond purchases, 
jumping from about 800 to more 
than 6,000. Percentage of par¬ 
ticipation increased from 64 per 
cent to 74 per cent with more 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Engineers Have Doubled at 
Convair FW Since 1945 


Board Meets 
Here May 28 

The Board of Directors of Gen¬ 
eral Dynamics Corporation will 
meet at Convair Fort Worth 
Friday, May 28. 

This will be the first time the 
Board has met at Convair FW 
since the merger of General 
Dynamics Corporation and Con¬ 
solidated Vultee Aircraft Corpor¬ 
ation. 

The merger was effected April 
29 at a meeting of both boards 
at Dover, Del. The action had 
been agreed upon by the directors 
of both companies on March 1. 

Board members are; Chairman 
John Jay Hopkins, Ellsworth C. 
Alvord, George W. Codrington, 
La Motte T. Cohu, Lambert J. 
Gross, Roger I. Harris, John D. 
Hertz, Sr., Joseph H. Himes, S. R. 
Inch, I. M. Laddon, 

Emory S. Land, Henry M. 
Marx, Donald N. McDonnell, Otto 
Marx, T. Rodgie McLagan, Joseph 
T. McNarney, Clifton M. Miller, 
J. V. Naish, J. Geoffrey Notman, 
Frank Pace, Jr., Morehead Pat¬ 
terson, 

Richard C. Patterson, Jr., Law¬ 
rence B. Richardson, O. Pomeroy, 
Jr., Reeve Schley, Thomas A. 
Scott, Robert F. Windfohr. 

Many of the group are expected 
to attend a dinner honoring CRA 
Employee Council Members at 
River Crest Country Club on 
Thursday evening. 

The board meeting itself will 
be held in the main conference 
room at the plant. 


The number of engineers as¬ 
signed to technical work at Con- 
Ivair Fort Worth is now double 
the number employed in that 
work in 1945, August C. Esen- 
wein, division manager, told high- 
ranking engineering students and 
members of the Texas Section of 
the Institute of Aeronautical 
Sciences April 23. 

Esenwein spoke on engineering 
opportunities at Convair FW at 
the annual awards luncheon in 
Dallas at which six engineering 
students were awarded $1,200 in 
prizes for original papers on 
Aeronautical subjects. 

Convair was one of the princi¬ 
pal sponsors of the student com¬ 
petition. 

The division manager told those 
at the meeting that in addition 
to its production and service and 
maintenance work, Convair “is 
engaged in dozens of research 
and development projects shroud¬ 
ed in secrecy. In fact, research 
and development projects are 
probably at an all-time high for 
the Fort Worth plant.” 

(Actually, at this time there 
are 89 different projects of all 
kinds in work.) 

“That’s why our engineering 
department now numbers more 
than 2,000 people,” he said. “Of 
these, 1,200 plus are on technical 
work. About 42 percent are on 
product design, 27 percent on 
technical design, 12 percent on 
testing, 11 percent on structures, 
and eight percent on service en¬ 
gineering.” 

He pointed out that Convair 
still needs many more engineers. 

At the luncheon were 24 stu¬ 
dents from 14 colleges and uni¬ 
versities. They toured the plant 
April 24. 


YC-131C Slates 
Initial Flight 
For This Week 

The Air Force’s YC-131C is scheduled for flight at 
Convair FW this week upon completion of ground engine 
runs and initial taxi tests. 

This week also probably will mark entry of ship No. 2 
into its field operations cycle in preparation for extensive 
flights in the near future. 

“Ground engine runs on ship No.. 1 went along very 
well,” said R. W. Dodd, development - field operations 
superintendent. “Everyone is intensely interested in the 
work on the new turboprop engines.” 

B. A. Erickson, manager of | 


flight, is in charge of putting the 
high-powered transport through 
its paces, both in ground taxi runs 
and flight. 

Each of the newly developed 
Allison YT-56-A3 engines de¬ 
velops 3,750 equivalent shaft 
horsepower, although the small 
engines are lighter than the pis¬ 
ton engines which they replaced. 
Teamed with the new Aeroprod- 
ucts propellers (each as powerful 
as propellers on B-36s, the new 
engines give the 131 considerably 
greater speed than the Convair- 
Liner Model 340, 318 knots 

(.6080.2 feet per hour, approxi¬ 
mately 366 miles per hour). 

The added power also gives the 
plane a faster rate of climb and 
a substantially higher service 
ceiling—2,380 feet per minute, 
and 36,300 feet. 

At least one feature of the 
plane is considered unique—no 
matter how far the pilot advances 
the throttle, both the engines and 
the propellers turn at the same 
speed. 

When the engine is given more 
gas, it “wants” to run faster. 
But it can’t because of an auto¬ 
matic governor on the propellers. 
As the engine attempts to run 
faster, the governors increase the 
pitch—the “bite”—of the pro¬ 
pellers. This produces more 
thrust, even though the propellers 
and engines continue to turn at 
the same speed. 

The YC-131C was selected by 
the Air Force to serve as a flying 
test bed for the new engines and 
props, and to make a comparison 
between them and reciprocating 
engines for transport purposes. 

Assisting in the project here 
is Frank D. Laffoon, Convair 340 
service engineer from San Diego 
Division. 


GRB-36 Performs 
For Eglin Crowds 

An audience of 4,000 watched 
the GRB-36 launch its F-84F in 
the recent air show at Eglin 
AFB. Included among the spec¬ 
tators was the largest congres¬ 
sional group ever to witness such 
a show. 

The GRB-36 made two passes 
at 1,000 feet over the audience in 
the demonstration of the adapt¬ 
ability of the intercontinental 
bomber. 

Ray Fitzgerald, flight captain, 
piloted the plane assisted by a 
crew from the Convair FW flight 
department. 


Convair Will Observe 
Memorial Day May 31 

All Convair divisions will take 
a holiday Monday, May 31, in ob¬ 
servance of Memorial Day. 

Only skeleton maintenance and 
security staffs will be on duty. 


CRA Beach Set 
For Official 
Opening June 5 

June 5 is a big day for Convair 
FW employees—the day set for 
the official opening of the CRA 
Beach. 

Originally slated for May 15, 
the opening was postponed be¬ 
cause of rain. 

According to Hank Wendorf, 
CRA president, the dayls program- 
will get under way at 10 a.m. 


Picture on Page 8 


with a washer pitching tourna¬ 
ment under direction of Hugh 
Pennington, commissioner. 

A fishing rodeo will also open 
at 10 a.m. and will continue until 
6 p.m. under direction of Bill 
Parrish, fishing commissioner. 

At 10:30 a.m. the model air¬ 
plane group will put on a flying 
demonstration directed by R. J. 
Heist, commissioner. Immediate- 
continued on Page 2) 


Tulsa Conference 
To Hear Esenwein 

“Management’s role in com¬ 
munications” will be discussed by 
August C. Esenwein, Convair FW 
Division manager, June 7 at a 
southwest management confer¬ 
ence in Tulsa. 

At the same conference, spon¬ 
sored by the Douglas Manage¬ 
ment Club of Tulsa, C. F. Mc¬ 
Clure, conservation supervisor, 
will lead a panel discussion on 
material conservation. 

Between 750 and 1,000 manage¬ 
ment men of Oklahoma, Texas, 
Kansas, Arkansas and Missouri 
are expected to attend. 

Esenwein’s talk is scheduled to 
cover management communication 
problems facing industry in the 
years ahead, along with a review 
of some of the tools and skills 
needed for successful manage¬ 
ment communications. 

The discussion to be led by 
McClure will seek to emphasize 
that material conservation can be 
measured in dollars and cents 
saved. 

McClure said he will not at¬ 
tempt to tell the delegates how 
to conserve material, but rather 
to tell them how supervision 
throughout the Fort Worth Divi¬ 
sion practices material conserva¬ 
tion. 

McClure also has been invited 
to lead a similar discussion in 
September at the national con¬ 
vention of the National Associa¬ 
tion of Foremen in Cincinnati. 
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Sock Ch Me A 


Awards 

FORT WORTH 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 


The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $60.20 for the 
period ending May 1: 

Dept. 4, Material: Neil Whitley. 

Dept. 20, Traffic: B. R. Israel. 

Dept. 24, Tooling; Ro»y T. Parker. 
Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: J. F. 
Robinson. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: Wade 
F. Arwine. 


San Diego CRA 
'Big Business' 

Naish Declares 

Recreation is now big business 
and Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion is second to none in its field, 
J. V. Naish, Convair executive 
vice president, told CRA officers, 
commissioners and guests at the 
annual dinner honoring CRA May 
7 at San Diego. 

In an “off the cuff” address at 
Hotel Manor, Naish traced briefly 
the growth of CRA from its con¬ 
ception to its present “big busi¬ 
ness” status with 35 different 
recreational activities. 

“Many business firms in our 
country would be proud to oper¬ 
ate as efficiently and as success¬ 
fully as CRA,” Naish said. “I 
feel that this is a personal tribute 
to you men and women who guide 
and make the policies of CRA.” 

Earlier Naish extended the re¬ 
grets of Gen. Joseph T. McNar- 
ney, Convair president, that he 
was unable to attend. He read a 
personal greeting from McNarney 
expressing his thanks and that of 
John Jay Hopkins, chairman of 
the General Dynamics board, for 
the part CRA has played in com¬ 
pany activities during the year. 

Naish singled out the wives 
and husbands of CRA commis¬ 
sioners for an added word of 
thanks for sacrifices they have 
made in aiding CRA. 

“Time has taught us that there 
is no really great joy save that 
of giving and you people have 
given unselfishly of your time 
that fellow employees might 
play,” Naish said. “It is only fit¬ 
ting that we all say to you 
thanks from way down deep.” 

B. F. Coggan, SD Division 
manager, introduced Naish after 
first expressing his thanks to the 
commissioners and wives. 

“The fact you people have been 
able to bring play to the men and 
women who work together has 
contributed substantially to the 
success we enjoyed last year as a 
division,” Coggan said. “Every¬ 
one is proud of your accomplish¬ 
ments and salutes you one arid 
all.” 

D. C. Wilkens Jr., manager of 
industrial relations, served as 
master of ceremonies. Jack Bene¬ 
dict, retiring president, received 
the traditional gift from Gil 
Crosthwaite, president. It was an 
imported 12-gauge shotgun. 

Seated at the head table were 
Mr. and Mrs. Naish, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. H. Biron, Mr. and Mrs. Cog¬ 
gan, Mr. and Mrs. Wilkens, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. K. Field, Mr. and Mrs. 
Benedict, Mr. and Mrs. Crosth¬ 
waite, Mr. and Mrs 0. R. Collier, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Fath and 
Larry Roth. 


Promotions and transfers to or with¬ 
in supervision and professional and ad¬ 
ministrative personnel effective May 7: 

Dept. 3, Personnel: to industrial rela¬ 
tions representative, N. I. Manly, Jr. 

Dept. 4, Material: to material control 
supervisor, G. E. Coffman. To buyer, 
J. P. Ferguson. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to aerodynamics 
engineer, C. J. Archer, E. D. Sherman ; 
to senior aerodynamics engineer, C. C. 
Johnson; to senior aerophysics group 
engineer, W. A. Orr, C. L. Seacord, Jr. ; 
to chief of projects, N. B. Robbins; to 
aircraft service assistant supervisor, W. 
R. Swaim ; to chemist, J. E. Thomas; 
to senior design engineer, E. L. Turner, 
W. W. Woodward. 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering: to 
administrative assistant, T. E. Roberson, 
Jr. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: to 
manufacturing control assistant fore¬ 
man ; W. F. McMurry, M. O. Secrest. 

Dept. 27, Inspection: to inspection 
general supervisor group V, W. D. 
Pierce; to inspection supervisor, D. H. 
Spann. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: to assistant 
foreman, W. D. Caffey. 

Dept. 48, Fuel and Oil Tank Sealing: 
to general foreman, F. W. Giles. 

Dept. 60, Flight Preparation: to 
assistant foreman, J. H. Smith, Jr. 

Dept. 95, Modernization: to foreman, 
V. E. Gordon, G. L. Napier; to assistant 
foreman, J. Cosper. 

Service Emblems 


FORT WORTH 

The following service pins are due 
during the period May 15 through May 
31: 

Fifteen-year pins: Dept. 7, W. D. Hal¬ 


sey. 


Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, J. A. Smith, 
Dept. 6, E. M. Brown. Dept. 8, W. E. 
Emish. Dept. 11, J. B. Nesmith. Dept. 
14, E. D. Dearson. Dept. 20, E. H. Mc¬ 
Leod, W. G. Miller, W. L. Thompson. 

Dept. 22, J. D. McConnell, B. W. 
Walters. Dept. 24, W. N. Salyer. Dept. 
25, S. Baxter, E. B. Gregg. Dept. 27, 
J. M. Nichols, J. L. Townley. Dept. 31, 
F. E. Hutto, J. R. Reid, J. R. Shirley. 

Dept. 44, T. O. Jennings. Dept. 47, 
J. R. Forsythe, R. Spivey. Dept. 48, W. 
White. Dept. 50, J. D. Hooten. Dept. 61, 
C. E. Elliott. Dept. 63, W. K. Andress, 
M. O. Shell. Dept. 64, W. C. Blevins, 
P V. Kelley, E. T. Westmoreland. 

Dept. 65, W. D. Bostick, J. D. Brad¬ 
ley, J. L. Weddle. Dept. 91, P. H. John¬ 
son, W. V. Lewis. Dept. 92, J. C. 
Bronaugh, S. C. Curley, E. P. Mason. 
Dept. 93, E. D. Mullennix, J. L. Rich¬ 
ardson. Dept. 94, G. L. Martin. Dept. 
95, A. G. Reed, Jr. 


Five-year pins: Dept. 4, J. L. Hender- 
n, Jr., W. B. Kelley, Jr. Dept. 6, S. 
Chubbuck, L. R. Herring, R. E. Mc- 


T. T? T?rwhin orvn C. 


Valden. _ , __ 

Dept. 9, L. M. Hawthorne. Dept. 22, 

T. Brooks. R. D. Cates. D. W. Wil¬ 
iams. Dept. 25, M. C. Huey, E. L. 
,ewis. Dept. 26, J. C. Holt. Dept. 29, 

i\ R. Glick, C. E. Perkins. Dept. 30, 

/[. R. Lowe. _ _ 

Dept. 31, M. C. Brawner. Dept. 47, E. 
4. Anderson. Dept. 65, H. T. Griffin. 
)ept. 76, J. S. Lindsey, F. J. Mozjesik. 
)ept. 81, C. H. Musick. 


Work Party Sought 
By Riding Club 

Riding Club members at Con¬ 
vair SD this week received a 
summons from Mark Beresford, 
CRA commissioner, to don their 
working clothes and join a “work 
party” Friday evening, May 21, 
to help complete the clubhouse 
kitchen. 

A breakfast ride, led by John 
Glenn, trail boss, will leave Fa- 
nita Ranch at 8 a.m., Sunday, 
May 23. Reservations may be 
made by calling HI-4-9100. 

At a meeting in Fanita Club¬ 
house on Tuesday, May 25, the 
club will be host to the President 
Advisory Committee of San Diego 
County horsemen, and Beresford 
urges all members to attend. 
Meeting time is 8 p.m. 

Convair horsemen will face a 
busy day Sunday, May 30, with 
the Convair Color Guard riding in 
the Pacific Beach parade and a 
Fun Show scheduled for that 
afternoon at the ranch. The show 
is open to the public. 


Economics Course 
To Begin in June 

Wayne Zook of Dept. 9 at San 
Diego will instruct a class in the 
“Principles of Economics” begin¬ 
ning June 28 and continuing every 
Monday and Wednesday for 18 
sessions in room 303 at San Diego 
High. It is a California Univer¬ 
sity Extension course. Further 
information may be obtained by 
calling BE 9-9221. Zook is a 
senior price estimator at SD. 


Maintenance Party 
Set for May 30 

Convair SD maintenance em¬ 
ployees past and present are ex¬ 
pected to gather at 8 p.m. May 
30 for an “all maintenance” party 
at University Ballroom. 

Invitations have gone out to 
former employees and especially 
to those now employed at Convair 
Pomona. Further information is 
available by calling Bill Toon or 
R. L. Service, ext. 295, Plant 1. 


it CcHtfairietif ★ 
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BOND BUYER—E. W. McEntire, Dept. 31, displays happy look 
after buying $5,000 worth of bonds at Convair FW. Cashier B. C. 
Simmons turns them over. 


New System Installed for 
Securing Temporary Badges 


’Five-for-Fifteen' 
Drive Successful 

(Continued from Page 1) 
than 1,800 new buyers. 

San Diego led all other divi¬ 
sions in participation increase, 
rising from 60 per cent to 71.3 
per cent or from 13,350 plus buy¬ 
ers to slightly over 16,000. “Five- 
for-Fifteen Club” members in¬ 
creased from over 470 to almost 
2,800. 

Pomona Division now boasts 
the largest percentage of partici¬ 
pation of all divisions, 78.5 per 
cent, or an increase of 4.5 per 
cent over figures at the start of 
the drive. Purchasers of $100 
bonds increased from 70 to over 
490. Better than 2,593 employees 
at Pomona now buy bonds. 

Daingerfield Division also 
showed an increase from 70 per 
cent to 74 per cent participation 
with 12 new $100 bond purchasers 
signed up in the campaign. 

The drive was undertaken when 
Treasury officials pointed out to 
Convair that purchases of bonds 
of larger denomination through 
payroll deduction result in a con¬ 
siderable saving in overhead by 
the government, as well as the 
company. 


FW Club Plans 
Family Day 

It’s Family Day time for Con¬ 
vair FW Management Club mem¬ 
bers. Saturday, May 22, is the 
day and Casino Beach is the place. 

A. E. Northcott, management 
club program chairman, said the 
day’s activities will get underway 
at 2 p.m. and continue ’til 6 p.m. 

All facilities of the beach will 
be available to club members and 
members of their immediate fami¬ 
lies at no charge. Northcott em¬ 
phasized there will be no charge 
for the beach facilities, but that 
food and soft drinks will be sold. 
Organized games will be played. 

Jack Brittain, club president, 
urged all members to bring their 
families to the Saturday meeting. 

The annual outing usually draws 
thousands to the beach. 


Contests to Mark 
CRA Beach Opening 

(Continued from Page 1) 
ly following this, employees will 
take time out for lunch. The con¬ 
cession stand will be open or 
employees may bring their own 
picnic lunches. 

About 12:30 p.m., a horseshoe 
pitching tournament will get 
under way led by Finn Wahl, 
commissioner. Boat race is slated 
for 1 p.m. The race is open only 
to Convair FW employees and 
members of their immediate fami¬ 
lies. Rules and regulations are 
available at the CRA office. 

Water sports will start at 3 
p.m. with a swimming contest 
scheduled for 4 p.m. At 5:30 p.m., 
a casting contest will take place. 

Instructions for reaching the 
beach are available at the CRA 
office. 

Victor Wooten Dies 
Suddenly at Home 

Victor Lucas Wooten, 60, man¬ 
ager of Internal Audit for Con¬ 
vair, died suddenly Friday, May 
7, in his home at 4332 Talmadge 
Drive, San Diego. He was 
stricken with a heart attack after 
he had returned home from his 
office. His wife, Mrs. Mary 
Wooten, survives. 

A native of Bolivar, Mo., and 
a graduate of the University of 
Chicago, he had been with Con¬ 
vair three years. He joined the 
company in March of 1951 as 
audit supervisor for the San Di¬ 
ego division, later transferring 
to general office. 

Mr. Wooten was a member of 
the University Christian Church 
and the Institute of Internal 
Auditors. 

Services were conducted in San 
Diego May 10 with interment the 
following day in Forest Lawn, 
Los Angeles. 


A more convenient way for 
forgetful-type employees to ob¬ 
tain temporary badges and iden¬ 
tification cards went into opera¬ 
tion this week at Convair Fort 
Worth. 

At the same time, officials 
emphasized that for national se¬ 
curity reasons, each employee 
must wear his Convair badge at 
all times on company property. 

Further, the badges must be 
clearly visible in the proper place: 
on the upper left side of the 
chest. 

If you report to work without 
your badge, you may obtain a 
temporary badge at any employee 
gate—but only if you have your 
Convair ID card. 

But the guard can make it out 
only when he is not busy with 
other employees who are entering 
or leaving the plant. This may 
be after the start of the shift, in 

Father-Son Fishing 
Trip Being Planned 

A chartered fishing party for 
Convair SD fathers and sons is 
in the making for June 19 under 
the sponsorship of the CRA Fish¬ 
ing Club, Commissioner Dale 
Marks revealed this week. 

“We have engaged the Del 
Mar, a fishing boat, to accom¬ 
modate 24 fathers and 24 sons 
on that date,” Marks said. “Spe¬ 
cial rates have been arranged.” 

Reservations are being made 
by F. B. Kemper, ext. 1158, 
Plant 1, and M. C. Hagen, ext. 
1275, Plant 1. Price for fathers 
will be $8.75, while sons under 15 
years of age will pay only half 
fare. 

The Fishing Club is preparing 
a list of prizes to be awarded 
sons landing the biggest catches. 


FW Pair Will Wed 

Two Convair FW employees 
will be married this weekend in 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 

They are Madeleine Chamber- 
lain, Dept. 20-2, and A. G. Me¬ 
dina, Dept. 6-4. After a short 
wedding trip the couple will be 
at home at 5600 Malvey. 


which case you might well be late 
in clocking in. 

A new emphasis on identifica¬ 
tion cards was announced at the 
same time. Any employee may 
be required by any guard or 
supervisor to produce his identifi¬ 
cation card at any time. 

If you report for work without 
your ID card, here is what hap¬ 
pens. 

If it is before the start of your 
shift, go to Gate 6 (the employ¬ 
ment gate). There you will be 
admitted to the identification of¬ 
fice. After identification, you will 
be issued a temporary ID card, 
and also a temporary badge if 
you need one. 

If it’s after the start of your 
shift, you may go to any one of 
these gates: 3, west gate; 6, em¬ 
ployment gate; or 16, northwest 
gate. From those gates, the same 
procedure will be followed as 
described above. 

Temporary ID cards and tem¬ 
porary badges are good only for 
the date shown on them. They 
are to be returned to a guard at 
an employee gate when you leave 
the plant. 

Temporary ID cards and tem¬ 
porary badges may be obtained 
for three days in a row. After 
that, you must get new ones. 
There is a charge of $1 for each. 

The $1 in each case will be re¬ 
turned to you if you locate the 
lost objects and turn them in to 
the identification office. 


Pomona Girl Seeks 
Beauty Queen Title 

Betty Jo Altamirano, Dept. 22 
Pomona, has been selected as 
West Virginia’s queen for the an¬ 
nual All-States Picnic this year 
at Ontario. She will compete with 
“queens” from other states for 
the title of “All-States Picnic 
Queen.” 


Kotnik Heads AIEE 

E. F. Kotnik, Dept. 6, has been 
named chairman of the San Diego 
Section, American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers, for the com¬ 
ing year. 

Kotnik takes office June 1. 



ARMY AWARD—Maj. Leo Byrne, Army reserve unit adviser in 
Fort Worth, presents certificate honoring Convair FW for co¬ 
operation in supporting, summer training camp activities to August 
C. Escnwein, division manager. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES—Careful planning preceded this week's 
"tethered flight" of XFY-I at Moffett NAS. Top left shows 
Convair crew and handling device. Center is plane with motor 
running (without props). Right gives idea of vastness of hangar. 



Esenwein Reveals B-36 
Cost Down, Quality Up 

Manhours to build B-36s at Convair Fort Worth have 
been slashed from 350,000 per plane to 142,000 per plane. 
At the same time, quality of the craft was improved— 
and anticipated costs reduced by about 15 per cent. 

Those were significant points made public for the first 
time when August C. Esenwein, division manager, spoke 
before about 500 members of the American Ordnance 
Association in national convention in Fort Worth May 6-7. 


Canadair Group Visits 
FW to Study Metlbond 


“Add those points to the fact 
that during this period we pro¬ 
cessed so many changes that the 
first and last Bv36s have only 
20 percent common parts—and 
you get some idea of the job 
Convair employees have per¬ 
formed. 

“And with all this we delivered 
every B-36 on schedule in the 
past two and one-half years.” 

Esenwein cited the Fort 
Worth’s Division performance as 
typical of the difficult job being 
performed by various aircraft 
manufacturers under adverse cir¬ 
cumstances. 

“I know that comparable per¬ 
formances are being scored in 
most aircraft plants today,” he 
said. “I think the industry is 
truly coming of age.” 

He described “what it takes” 
as these things, among others: 
“A realistic appraisal of the 
framework in which we operate; 
a recognition of the fluidity with 
which we must do business; an 
acceptance of responsibility by 
labor, management and capital; 
and a strong sense of enthusiasm 
and dedication on the part of all.” 

“These things,” he said, “will 
help the American aircraft indus¬ 
try in its efforts to deliver the 
best military aircraft to the 
armed forces, and best commer¬ 
cial transport to the world’s air¬ 
lines, and the best business and 
personal planes to companies 
and individuals.” 

He observed that this techno¬ 
logical superiority in the air be¬ 
comes increasingly important in 
this age of atomic and hydrogen 
bombs — “In this otherwise en¬ 
lightened age when certain na¬ 
tions respect nothing but force.” 

“The reward of knowing that 
you—as a small part in this 
great aircraft industry—are help¬ 
ing to preserve the American 
way of life is a mighty fine one 




“Pay the finance company first 
. . . they CAN take our furniture 
back, but the doctor CANT put 
Junior’s tonsils back.” 


to carry in your heart,” he con¬ 
cluded. 

Esenwein’s talk climaxed a 
seminar at which delegates ear¬ 
lier were greeted by Maj. Gen. 

C. T. Harris Jr., a native of 
Mexia, Texas, and a veteran of 
40 years of service in U.S. Army 
ordnance work. 

“We all now recognize,” said 
the 70-year-old officer, “that our 
only hope for salvation is in 
airpower. I think we’ve got it— 
and I think we’ll keep it that 
way.” 

Reading Course 
Offered at FW 

A c mrse designed to improve 
a person’s ability at reading will 
start June at Convair FW. 

“Success frequently depends 
upon an individual’s ability to 
read well,” C. E. Nevitt, training 
supervisor, pointed out. “The bulk 
of all information is found in 
print. This course is an oppor¬ 
tunity for employees to improve 
basic reading skills—speed, com¬ 
prehension, vocabulary. Improved 
reading skill means less time 
spent in reading, more time for 
doing.” 

All Convair employees are eli¬ 
gible providing they meet the re¬ 
quirements established by Texas 
Christian University, which is as¬ 
sisting Convair in presenting the 
courses. Another series of 
courses, under sponsorship of the 
Convair Management Club and 
T.C.U., is available for club mem¬ 
bers. 

Classes will be held in the plant 
twice each week from 12:45 to 
3:15 p.m. for second shift em¬ 
ployees, and from 4 to 6:30 p.m. 
for first shift employees. The 
cost is $39. 

Formal registration will be held 
during the first week in June. 
The time and place will be an¬ 
nounced later. Further informa¬ 
tion may be obtained from B. E. 
Lambert in the training section 
of personnel department. 

Gen. Montgomery to 
Address IAS Section 

Maj. Gen. John B. Montgomery, 
commanding general of the 
Eighth Air Force, Carswell AFB, 
will address the Texas Section 
of the Institute of Aeronautical 
Sciences at their May 28 meet¬ 
ing. 

His subject is “Strategic Air 
Power—Yesterday and Today.” 
The meeting will be held at the 
Fort Worth International Air¬ 
port. 



CONVAIR HELPS — Frank 
Merritt, chief of industrial se¬ 
curity at SD, and Brig. Gen. 
James W. Andrew, commanding 
general, 27th Air Division, Air 
Defense Command, stand with 
others before San Diego County 
and U. S. Air Force ground ob¬ 
server post at Encanto. Convair 
contributed $1,000 in materials 
toward construction of the post. 
Official dedication was held 
May 15, Armed Forces Day. 

Mass Celebrated for 
Lyman Dockery, Jr. 

Lyman (Eddie) Dockery, Jr., 
28, Dept 603 SD, died in a local 
hospital May 8, following a heart 
attack. He had been with Con¬ 
vair eight years. 

He is survived by his mother, 
Mrs. Lyman E. Dockery, Sr.; a 
brother, Jack Dockery, of San 
Diego, and a sister, Mrs. A. T. 
Culotta of Washington, D.C. 

Mass was celebrated at 9 a.m. 
May 10 in St. Didicus Church 
with burial in Holy Cross Ceme¬ 
tery. 


Canadair Ltd. of Montreal, Can¬ 
ada, was quick to visit Convair 
FW after Convair became a mem¬ 
ber of the General Dynamics 
Corporation team in the merger 
in April. 

The merger was approved April 
30. Canadair executives arrived 
May 6. 

It was the first visit by repre¬ 
sentatives of another General Dy¬ 
namics Division. 

Purpose of the visit was to 
start the ball rolling so that 
eventually Canadair may have 
access to the famous Convair- 
developed metlbond process of 
metal adhesive. 

According to D. A. Tooley, en¬ 
gineering department design spe¬ 
cialist, Canadair is interested in 
considering use of the process in 
the building of Britannia aircraft. 

The Britannia was designed and 
first built as a 100-plus passen¬ 
ger craft by the Bristol Aero¬ 
plane Co. Ltd. in England. Can¬ 
adair will build the four-engine 
job as a maritime reconnaissance 
plane for the Canadian govern¬ 
ment. 

Conferring with Tooley, H. W. 
Hinckley and others were G. A. 


About 700 Convair FW Man¬ 
agement Club members rolled up 
their shirt sleeves last week and 
started phase one of “Operation 
Swish.” 

“Operation Swish” was the 
name given to the club project 
to put Camp Leroy Shuman in 
tip-top shape for Fort Worth 
Boy Scouts. 

Management club members 
undertook the project when it was 
first called to their attention by 

D. H. Curlee. R. J. Hendrickson 
was placed in charge of the proj¬ 
ect with a committee of eight 
working with him. 

For the first full day’s work, 
which took place May 15, . the 


Campbell, assistant superinten¬ 
dent of production, G. T. Moffatt, 
superintendent of tool shops, H. 

E. Egbert, plant engineer, B. J. 
Kaganov, chief structures engi¬ 
neer, J. M. Schaffer, chief design 
engineer, and J. J. Waller, chief 
materials and process engineer. 

“They were interested in our 
know-how,” said Tooley, “because 
we’ve had more experience with 
metlbond than anyone else in the 
industry. We’ve been working 
with the process since the days 
of B-24s — more than 10 years 
ago. 

“The British also have a pro¬ 
cess. It’s known as redux. Pre¬ 
sumably, Canadair will study both 
processes—and all others avail¬ 
able—then pick the one they deem 
best suited for the particular job 
on the aircraft.” 

They also will study the newest 
metlbond process involving the 
use of fiberglas honeycomb. It 
is designed to stand up under the 
high temperatures developed on 
surfaces of supersonic aircraft. 
The new process was developed 
under direction of a Convair co¬ 
ordinating committee with mem¬ 
bers representing plants at San 
Diego, Pomona and Fort Worth. 


20-acre camp was divided into 20 
equal sections. Each area had 
a leader who in turn had 35 club 
members working with him. (Sec¬ 
ond shift crews earlier had lined 
up the work.) 

They cleaned out weeds and 
underbrush, limbs and debris 
which had accumulated in the 
area. After the morning’s work, 
a barbecue lunch was served. 

Hendrickson said phase two 
will get underway in the near 
future.. This will include rebuild¬ 
ing the dock and cabins as well 
as other facilities there. 

“We want to thank every mem¬ 
ber who participated,” said Hen¬ 
drickson. “We got a lot of work 
done—and for a good cause.” 



OVERGROWN—Members of Convair FW Management Club had their work cut out for them 
recently when they agreed to help clear Boy Scout camp. Shown amid "forest" are J. E. Topliff, 
I R. J. Hendrickson, R. G. Bryden, J. H. Kincannon, R. E. Davis. Site is on Lake Worth. 


FW Management Club Members 
Pitch in to Clean Scout Camp 
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IT'S THE STYLE—Jimmy Milligan of Convair Pomona, who leads 
an orchestra on weekends, goes over a number with his vocalist, 
Dorothy Crawford. Music style is most important, he says. Makes 
a listener remember. 

Leisure Time Band Leader Strives 
Toward Style to be Remembered' 


Pleasing the paying customers 
isn’t the whole secret of a suc¬ 
cessful dance band, according to 
Convair Pomona’s Jimmy Milli¬ 
gan (Dept. 51), who in spare time 
leads one of the Pomona area’s 
better bands. 

Making the customers remem¬ 
ber the band is even more im¬ 
portant. 

“A distinctive style—a differ¬ 


Historic Home Burns 
At Fanita Ranch 

Fire early the morning of May 
12 completely destroyed the his¬ 
toric ranch home of Miss Joseph¬ 
ine L. Scripps at Fanita Ranch 
near Santee, headquarters for the 
Convair Riding Club at San 
Diego. 

Fortunately, Miss Scripps and 
her mother, Mrs. James G. 
Scripps, escaped without injury 
but were unable to remove any 
of their personal belongings, in¬ 
cluding a priceless collection of 
antiques. 

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Ellis (he 
is in Dept. 57) and their children, 
who rented half of the house, 
were able to save most of their 
possessions. 


Convair Apprentices 
To Get Certificates 

Six Convair SD employees will 
be among 200 apprentices to be 
honored Friday (May 21) at the 
13th annual Apprenticeship Grad¬ 
uation Ceremony at the Balboa 
Park Club. 

Raymond Clarke Jr., Edward 
Denton Jr., Richard Hyatt, Emil 
Franke, James Guess and William 
Norton will receive trade certifi¬ 
cates. John Doig, night manager 
at Plant 2, and John W. Quimby, 
secretary of the San Diego Cen¬ 
tral Labor Council, will be the 
main speakers. 


ent and pleasing way of playing 
music—is any band’s greatest 
asset,” Milligan said. '‘Original¬ 
ity of the style is important, be¬ 
cause if I play a Glen .Miller 
arangement, the listeners will 
think of Glen Miller and not of 
Jimmy Milligan. 

“All of the really great band 
leaders, such as Miller, Benny 
Goodman, Stan Kenton and Artie 
Shaw, were identified and remem¬ 
bered by their styles. That’s why 
anyone familiar with popular 
music can listen to an unidenti¬ 
fied record and tell whose band is 
playing.” 

Milligan has developed a style 
which he believes is responsible 
for the success he has already 
attained. 

“My band is already booked for 
several nights a month at The 
Palms in Glendora, and this club 
regularly features such ‘name’ 
bands as Leighton Noble’s,” Milli¬ 
gan said. 

Milligan finds his style hard to 
describe—“Like Topsy, it ‘just 
growed,’ ” he said. Generally 
speaking though, he said that 
most of his arrangements are 
based around the close harmony 
of three saxophones (alto, tenor 
and baritone). His full band con¬ 
tains ten pieces. 

Although he has had his pres¬ 
ent band for only about five 
years, Milligan has been in the 
entertainment field off and on 
since he was four. At that age 
he and his brother, Sam, who was 
six, were appearing with some 
regularity on Radio Station KOV 
in Albuquerque. N. Mex. 

“While I was still in grammar 
school back in Albuquerque I or¬ 
ganized my first combo,” he re¬ 
called. “I played guitar, another 
kid played harmonica and another 
the washboard. But our drawing 
card was an instrument contrived 
from a gaspipe, a funnel and a 
cigarette paper!” 




on account 


"I g,otta get paid twice as much as I'm worth . 
of it takes that much to live." 


Dates Set for 
Camp Sessions 
At Cuyamaca 

Dates for two five-day camp¬ 
ing periods at Camp Cuyamaca 
for Convair children 8 to 13 years 
of age were announced this week 
by Jack Carter, committee chair¬ 
man for the sponsoring Convair 
Management Club at San Diego. 

The first session will be from 
August 16 to 20 inclusive and the 
second from August 23 through 
27. Approximately 160 children 
can be accommodated at each 
session. The camp is under the 
administration of the San Diego 
City-County Camp Commission. 

“Camp rates per youngster 
have also been reduced this year 
from $15 to $13,” Carter said. 
“This is in addition to a $1 charge 
for a physical examination, if 
the services of the camp physician 
are used.” 

Convair Management Club sub¬ 
sidizes transportation and insur¬ 
ance costs for all Convair chil¬ 
dren. Any child of a Convair 
employee is eligible to attend pro¬ 
viding he meets age requirements. 

“Descriptive brochures, health 
certificate forms and instruction 
sheets are now available and ap¬ 
plications will be processed on a 
first-come, first - served basis,” 
Carter said. 

Information is available at the 
following points at Plant 1: from 
Carter, Room 309A, Building 51; 
M. C. Nesbit, Col. C-13, Build¬ 
ing 2; engineering personnel of¬ 
fice, third floor, Building 5; Room 
422, Building 19; and employee 
service office, Building 32. Also 
at employee service office, on the 
mezzanine, Building 2, Plant 2. 


"GOLD" FISH—It's a fair bet that George Allen Weaver III, 
son of George Weaver of Dept. 522 at San Diego, never again 
will catch such a "fish" as one he pulled up from San Diego Bay 
recently. It was a $50 bill! How it got there no one seems to know 
for sure. 

Young Son Keeps Trade Secrets 


On How He Fished 

Nine-year-old George Weaver 
III has veteran San Diego 
anglers seeking his advice as to 
bait. 

But the son of George 
Weaver, Dept. 522, just grins 
and keeps quiet. He’s not let¬ 
ting out any trade secrets. 

His sudden popularity result¬ 
ed from an unprecedented 
“catch” he made while fishing 
from a local pier for sand 
sharks. Young Weaver reeled 
in to find a water-soaked but 
negotiable $50 bill on the end 
of his line. At first he thought 


up a $50 Bill 

it was play money but soon dis¬ 
covered it was the “real Mc¬ 
Coy.” 

“I put the money in the bank 
for when I grow up,” he said. 

Skin divers and fishermen 
have tried their luck at the 
“jackpot spot” in hopes there 
might be a submerged cache 
but had no luck. 

“People and kids keep bother¬ 
ing me asking where to fish 
and what to use for bait,” 
George says. “I’m having a 
hard time doin’ any ‘real’ fish¬ 
ing.” 


GIVING THE "HIGH BALL"—Enthusiastic model railroaders at San Dieg,o, left to right: 
Pauley, Karl Busch, Bill Lavis, C. F. Greer. 


Ken 


Landscape in Miniature Adds Touch 
Of Reality to Model Rail System 


Even if you take the Chamber 
of Commerce’s word for it, Los 
Angeles isn’t growing as spec¬ 
tacularly as a community which 
an enthusiastic CRA group at 
San Diego is constructing. 

The “community” is all in 
miniature — including residential 
areas, business districts and farm 
lands—and adds reality to some 
half mile of model railroad track 
(HO scale) complete with sidings, 
freight yards, roundhouses, etc. 
It is a project of the San Diego 
Model Railroad Club (of which a 
third of the members are Convair 
men) and is located in the House 
of Hospitality in Balboa Park. 
Adjacent to the layout is one 
operated by the Balboa Park 
Model Railroad Club (O scale) 
which also includes some Convair 
members. Both layouts are open 
to the public every Friday eve¬ 
ning and Sunday afternoons. Dif¬ 
ference between the clubs is one 
of size. HO scale means Vs inch 
equals a foot; O gauge is */£ inch 
equals a foot. 

“Even time is ‘scaled down to 
size,’ ” Karl Busch, Dept. 12, and 
president of the HO group said. 
“Our clock runs five times faster 
than yours, so that our time 
schedules are more to size.” 


The special clock is watched by 
operators from eight different 
control panels who guide the 
miniature electric trains through 
a maze of tracks and switches. 
A chief dispatcher supervises 
from a control tower mounted 
above the entire layout. 

Members are dead serious about 


their pastime and devote many 
hours on the layout and on their 
“rolling stock.” 

“Membership in our club is 
open to anyone over 18 interested 
in model railroading,” Busch said. 
“We pay monthly dues and an 
initiation fee which CRA helps to 
defray.” 


BUILDERS—Constructing scenery to add touch of realism to 
model railway are Ed Mehrlust and George Overland. 
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SNAPSHOTS—A plantwide snapshot contest at Pomona sponsored by CRA | first. Center photo of baby less than minute old, taken by R. B. Hirsch of Dept. 25, 
Camera Club produced an unusually novel batch of entries. Above are three j placed second. At far right is third place winner, snapped by Paul H. Jackson 
winners. At left, monkey-cat study snapped by George Winchell of Dept. 6 took | Jr., Dept. 6. 


Ordnance Visitors, Employees 
Witness Carswell Air Show 


C o n v a i r FW B-36s demon¬ 
strated some of their capabilities 
May 7 as members of the Ameri¬ 
can Ordnance Association and 
thousands of Convair FW em¬ 
ployees looked on. 

The air show at Carswell AFB 
was watched by approximately 
500 AOA members and many 
Convair FW employees during 
their lunch periods. 

The show started at 11:30 a.m. 
with three F-86F aircraft flying 
by. Second was the GRB-36-F- 
84-F fly-by showing the fighter 
plane nestled inside the fuselage 
of the RB-36. 

As an F-94 approached from 
the distance, a B-36 demonstrated 
a maximum performance takeoff 
and climb. 

Next, three F-86Fs, which pre¬ 
viously had broken the sound bar¬ 
rier, demonstrated high speed 
passes and victory rolls. This 
was followed by a KC-97 tanker 
and B-47 refueling contact di¬ 


rectly over the spectators at 
Carswell. 

Phase 2 of the GRB-36 demon¬ 
stration then took place with the 
F-84 in the trapeze position under 
the RB-36. After a C-124 flyover 
and a B-36 flyover, the GRB-36 
demonstration was concluded 
when the F-84 was dropped from 
the mother ship. 

The demonstration was done at 
about 1,000 feet so spectators 
could get a first-hand look at 
( the operation. 

The F-84 “Thunderbirds” and 
! their aerial acrobatics were fea¬ 
tured for the rest of the program. 

After luncheon, the group came 
to Convair FW where they were 
briefed by A. C. Esenwein, divi¬ 
sion manager, and toured the 
plant. 

The group also saw a demon¬ 
stration of B-36 defensive fire 
power as 20-MM cannons were 
fired from two turrets into the 
target butts in the yard area. 


Tropical Fish Scan Surroundings 
From Novel B-36 Blister Aquarium 


Tropical fish belonging to K. L. 
Sullivan, Dept. 28 at SD, have a 
lot in common with scanners who 
fly the Convair B-36. At least 
they both look at the world the 
same way—through a blister. 

Sullivan purchased a blister 
from the Convair salvage yard, 
erected a base and top and 
covered both with split bamboo. 
Across the top is a shelf con¬ 
taining pot plants and over the 
entire thing is a lamp with a 
floodlight reflecting into the 
water. An air pump sends oxy¬ 
gen into the bowl in the midst 
of greenery growing inside. 

His novel blister aquarium is 
only one of several in his home 
housing tropical fish. He has 
several displays of various types 
and sizes of tropical beauties. 

A member of the San Diego 
Tropical Fish Society like many 
other Convair SD employees, Sul¬ 


livan will join with others in fur¬ 
nishing tropical fish exhibits at 
the forthcoming Southern Cali¬ 
fornia Exposition and San Diego 
County Fair June 25-July 5 at 
Del Mar. 

“We will have about 70 dis¬ 
plays of various types at the 
fair,” Sullivan said. “We would 
like to invite all Convair em¬ 
ployees to drop around and visit 
with us.” 

The group meets the third Sun¬ 
day of each month at 7 p.m. at 
Colonial Hall, 4567 30th St. Mem¬ 
bership is open to anyone inter¬ 
ested in tropicals, Sullivan added. 


CONVAIR TROPHY 

A Convair donated trophy was 
awarded recently to the Escon¬ 
dido High school paper “Cougar” 
for the best published editorial. 
Occasion was the tenth annual 
high school journalism competi¬ 
tion. 



"SCANNERS 1 '—Oddly enough, tropical fish belonging to K. L. 
Sullivan of Dept. 28 at San Diego have something in common with 
B-36 crewmen. They both look through B-36 blisters! Sullivan's is 
a salvage item which he converted. 


Speedboat Becomes Sedan , Thanks 
To Skill of Two Fort Worth Men 



HIGH STEPPER—Gerry Trem- 
ble, daughter of L. L. Tremble, 
Dept. 28 SD, shows form which 
helped her win top drum major¬ 
ette title for fifth straight year 
in annual Maytime Band Revue 
May 8 at National City. 


Two Convair FW employees 
put their heads together in Janu¬ 
ary and launched the fulfillment 
of their ideas last week. 

The men are A1 Scholvin, de¬ 
sign engineer in the model shop, 
and W. H. Govett, general fore¬ 
man in final assembly. 

Their “brainchild” was a “se¬ 
dan” top for Govett’s 22-foot 
Chris Craft. Scholvin designed 
the top, and it was built by both 
men in their spare time. It’s 
made of mahogany marine ply¬ 
wood with a Fiberglas top. An¬ 
other feature is the easy-eye 
safety glass in the windows. 

“We figured it cost about $400 
for the materials,” said Govett. 

Govett also built the trailer for 
the boat which he launched at the 
Lake Worth boatworks. 

The trim little craft has a 125 
horsepower Chrysler inboard ma¬ 
rine engine and is capable of 
speeds up to about 35 miles per 
hour. It can seat eight. 

Govett’s son, W. H. Govett, Jr., 


is also a Convair employee. He’s 
assistant foreman in the machine 
shop at the Pomona Division. 

Scholvin is so impressed with 
their handiwork he’s going to re¬ 
finish his 17-foot Higgins. 

Blood Donors Cited 
By Convair Family 

A word of thanks to Convair 
SD blood donors was received this 
week from Mr. and Mrs. C. S. 
Brown (he is a former employee) 
whose son is in Dept. 6. 

“We particularly want to thank 
the donors who made this wonder¬ 
ful gift possible and to let them 
know how much such a gift can 
mean in a time of serious illness,” 
Mrs. Brown wrote. 

Convair blood reserve fund has 
received 671 pints from blood 
donations made at the plant since 
August, 1953. Some 566 pints 
have been given to employees and 
their families free of charge. 



NEW TOP—Al Scholvin and Bill Govett stand beside new sedan top Scholvin designed for 
Govett's 22 foot boat. It's made of mahogany marine plywood and Fiberglas. 


Five Score Perfect Good Housekeeping 
Records at San Diego During March 


FW 'Lucky Buck’ 
Buys New Car 

B. C. Simmons, cashier at Con¬ 
vair FW, has a brand new car 
at probably one of the lowest 
prices ever paid by a Convair 
employee. 

Simmons won the new Buick 
Special in a drawing held by the 
Arlington Lions Club for the ded¬ 
ication of a new park in Arling¬ 
ton. The ticket cost him $1! 

The car also has the distinction 
of being the first to roll off the 
assembly line in the new General 
Motors plant in Arlington. 

The car came as a complete 
surprise to Simmons. 

“I left the picnic to pick up 
my son Brent at the airport,” 
said Simmons. 

“We were sitting there talking 
when a group from the Lions 
Club came up to the house and 
told me I’d won the car. 

“A new car — for a dollar. 
That’s all right for my money,” 
Simmons said. 


Five groups showed perfect 
housekeeping records during 
April to tie for first-place and 
possession of the Convair San 
Diego good housekeeping trophy. 

Fabrication, Plant 1, continued 
its domination of first with its 
fourth straight perfect rating of 
the year. T-29 final won its third 



“Do you have a phone? I just 
had a little accident!” 


mary and major and material won 
their second top awards for the 
year. Experimental broke into 
the winner’s circle for the first 
time in April. 

Only one step from first were 
tool manufacturing, Plant 1, man¬ 
ufacturing control, Plant 2, and 
Electronics with one violation 
each. 

Plant totals for the month re¬ 
main the same as in March with 
an average of .019 violations per 
employee. 

Violations 
Per Empl. 

March April 


T-29 Primary & Major .000 .000 

Experimental .000 .009 

Fabrication, Plant 1. 000 .000 

Material . 000 .000 

T-29 Final .000 .000 

Tool Mfg., Plant 1.001 .011 

Mfg. Control, Plant 2.001 .007 

Electronics .001 .027 

Plant Engineering .011 .044 

Mfg. Control, Plant 1.012 .002 

Fabrication, Plant 2.017 .019 

R3Y Major .023 .003 

I F-102 Major & Final.029 .046 

Field Operations . 036 .036 

Tool Mfg., Plant 2.051 .032 

I 340 Major & Final.097 .083 

R3Y Final . 1.04 .024 
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Herb Reismann Is 
Photo Winner 

Herb Reismann emerged with 
first place in the recent quarterly 
camera contest held May 10 at 
the CRA Center. His black and 
white picture took first with an 
entry of Jim Hendry’s in second 
place. 

In the third position was Joyce 
Hendry, who also took a second 
place prize in the color slide di¬ 
vision. Fourth place in black and 
white went to Marie Orrick. 

In the color slide division, How¬ 
ard Kraig’s water shot got first 
place honors, with Art Hoel’s 
entry taking third place. 

Judges for the event were Rel- 
da Smith, Lee Angel and Don 
Brink, local commercial photogra¬ 
phers. 

At the next meeting of the ac¬ 
tivity, Bill Shell will give a dem¬ 
onstration of the Strobe flash 
unit he has made. He will show 
pictures made with the Strobe in 
comparison with pictures made 
with a regular flash. 

The meeting will be held May 
24 at the CRA Center. 

Stan Orrick, CRA camera ac¬ 
tivity commissioner, urged all 
members to be present. 

Archery Meet 
Set June 12-13 

CRA’s big spring archery tour¬ 
nament will be held June 12 and 
13 at the CRA archery range, 
Commissioner H. L. Lucas an¬ 
nounced this week. 

Events will be open for men, 
women and children in the fol¬ 
lowing classes: York, American, 
junior American, Columbia, and 
clout shoot. 

All entries should be sent to 
Lucas, 4908 Marks Place, Fort 
Worth. 

The men’s combination York 
and Double American score takes 
the rotating trophy and the wo¬ 
men’s combined Columbia and 
Double American takes the wo¬ 
men’s four tournament trophy. 

Entry fee is $2.50 for men and 
women and $2 for juniors. Fur¬ 
ther information is available from 
the CRA office, ext. 5141. 

Daingerfield 
Elects Five 

Convair Daingerfield Division 
announced new CRA officers this 
week. 

Heading the group is D. P. 
Cumming as president. Working 
with him as vice president is Paul 
Matkin. Joann Rust was named 
secretary and F. T. Smith was re¬ 
elected treasurer. J. F. Turner 
was named representative at 
large. 

The budget committee was 
named for 1954 with C. E. Jack- 
son, E. B. Scott and L. A. Yaggi 
serving. 

Roger Henry was chosen new 
bowling commissioner. He suc¬ 
ceeds Velma Lilley. M. H. Trim¬ 
ble succeeds J. F. Turner as hunt¬ 
ing and fishing commissioner. 

C. T. Forrest was named new 
washer commissioner succeeding 
Pete Ball. H. J. Wilker, Jr. was 
named commissioner of the new¬ 
ly-formed skating activity. 

D. W. Sonheim was named to 
succeed Cumming as model air¬ 
plane commissioner. 


WINNER—Herb Reismann took first place in recent quarterly 
contest with this shot of a boy and a dog. 


7 George Washington Slept Here 7 


Annual Dinner Honoring CRA 


Is at River Crest May 27 

Convair FW Division’s annual dinner in honor of CRA 
Employee Council members and their wives will be held 
May 27 at River Crest Country Club. 

Mr. and Mrs. August C. Esenwein will act as host and 
hostess on behalf of Convair. 


The dinner is held each year. 
as an expression of appreciation 
for the work done by Convair ( 
Recreation Association employee 
council members. This is the sixth 
year for the event. 

Gen. Joseph McNarney, senior 
vice-president of General Dy¬ 
namics Corporation and Convair’s 
president, will be present at the 
affair, as well as members of the 
board of directors of General Dy¬ 
namics Corporation. 

Frank Pace, Jr., General Dy¬ 
namics Corp. executive vice presi¬ 
dent and vice chairman of the 
board of directors, will represent 
John Jay Hopkins, chairman of 
the board of directors of General 
Dynamics. 

Representing the Air Force will 
be Lt. Col. C. Savage, AF plant 
representative, and Gen. T. C. 
Odum, commander of San Antonio 
Air Materiel Area. Robert G. 
Berryman, of Air Force contract¬ 
ing office, will also be present. 

F. E. Chambers, manager of 
industrial relations and security, 
will be the master of ceremonies 
for the dinner. 

Current and 1953 officers of 
CRA who will be seated at the 
head table are I. M. Pemberton, 
Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Stewart, Mr. 
and Mrs. Hank Wendorf, Mr. and 
Mrs. Wendell Eldred, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. D. White, and Mr. and 
Mrs. B. G. Parrish. 

Also on the invitation list are 
top level executives from Convair 
general offices in San Diego, and 
division managers, industrial re¬ 
lations managers and employee 

Model Airplane Group 
To Gather May 24 

CRA model airplane groups 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. at the CRA 
Center May 24 and May 31, R. J. 
Heist, commissioner announced 
this week. 

The group is building a model 
and some are working on indi¬ 
vidual projects during the meet¬ 
ings. 

Heist urged any Convair FW 
employee interested in model air¬ 
plane building to join the group. 


service supervisors from the San 
Diego, Pomona and Daingerfield 
divisions. 

A social hour will precede the 
dinner which starts at 7 p.m. 
After the dinner and program, 
Curley Broyles’ orchestra will 
play for dancing from 8:15 to 
midnight. 


CHAMP—Jim Collin nabbed 
fourth straight title in recent 
table tennis tournament. 

First Flight 
Covers Ready 

For the first time at Convair 
FW, first flight covers will be 
made available to Convair em¬ 
ployees. The covers will com¬ 
memorate the first flight of the 
Air Force YC-131C. 

J. D. White, CRA stamp and 
coin commissioner, said the covers 
will be available the day after 
the first flight, which is due to 
take place this week, 

The white covers with black 
lettering will be canceled on the 
date of flight. 

White said only 300 covers have 
been printed for sale at the CRA 
office. 

“We know many Convair em¬ 
ployees will want these covers,” 
said White “since it is a Convair- 
built plane. However, we have 
only a limited amount.” 


7^ 


Opens to Capacity Crowd 

“George Washington Slept Here”, CRA Wing and Mas¬ 
que’s final production of the season, opened last week to 
a capacity crowd which saw a good show full of crazy 


antics. 

Harry Weimer, in the role 

with just the right touch to re¬ 
mind audiences of Percy Kil¬ 
bride’s droll portrayal of the same 
character in the movie version. 

Cast as Newton Fuller, the 
well-meaning but harassed hus¬ 
band, Bill Harrison give a con¬ 
vincing performance. 

Charlotte Gilfeather, who plays 
Annabell Fuller, delivers her well- 
written lines with just the right 


of Mr. Kimber, plays his part 

amount of innuendo to carry 
them to their full meaning. 

Jerry Ratliff, director of the 
show, is in line for a round of 
applause himself for the excel¬ 
lent casting and direction of the 
three-act comedy. 

Performances will be given May 
21, 22.—S.A. 


PROBLEMS—Bill Harrison seems to be having problems in cur¬ 
rent CRA production "George Washington Slept Here". Shown 
are Al Baker, Joyce Christian, and Charlotte Gilfeather. 
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COVER—First flight cover for the YC-I3IC which will be sold 
at CRA office is shown here. Covers will be sold for 25 cents. 


CRA Activities. 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation, an organization to which all Convair 
employees belong. Financed by proceeds from 
candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees 


. Beach Opens June 5! 

who are commissioners of various activities. The 
association is run by employees for the benefit 
and recreation of employees. All Convair people 
should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3146. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Britain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3159. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. 
E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 


CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, Col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. “George Washington Slept 
Here” 8 p.m.. May 21, 22, CRA Playhouse. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2733. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. Doubles championship, 
May 22. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawlcy, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 


MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, 
commissioner, ext. 5138. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot 
aisle. Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, 
ext. 7127. Bob Sloan, ext. 7111, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult 
and children’s riding classes, contact CRA 
office, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 


SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and 
advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northsidc Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tues¬ 
days at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner. ext. 5141. Regular play 7:30 p.m. 
May 23, May 30. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. every 
Monday at Ernest Parker Gym. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 


WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for 
first shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday at CRA Center; for second 
and third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS— H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 
Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonheim, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
ext. 377. 
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Convair Bowlers Emerge Champions from Different Leagues as Season Nears Closing 



WINNERS—Pictured here centered around photo of actual strike taken by Fred leagues. Upper left, Convair Classic; upper right, Industrial Engineering; lower 

Carlile, Convair FW photography supervisor, are several winning teams in their left, Management Club; lower right, Engineering League. 



Tyler and Burner Tie in "A" 

Flight of CRA Golf Tournament 

Winners of the CRA golf sweepstakes held a Z-Boaz 
golf course May 8 were announced this week by Lawrence 
Armstrong, CRA golf commissioner. 

J. T. Tyler and Ed Burner were tied for low gross in A 
flight with a 72. H. H. Law was low net winner with Jim 


Little League Teams Get Up 
Steam After May Opener 

Although Convair FW’s CRA Little League teams have 
been rained out for several of their scheduled games, the 
season was off to a big start after its May 3 opening. 

In the opening game, White Settlement walloped the 
River Oaks Pirates 12-0. Johnny Stephens allowed but 


Table Tennis 
Champ: Collin 

Jim Collin nabbed his fourth 
straight CRA’s men singles 
championship during the recent 
CRA table tennis tournament held 
April 24 and May 1. 

He downed John Rangel, CRA 
table tennis commissioner, 17-21, 
21-12, 21-7 and 21-16 to cinch 
the title. 

The pair teamed up in men’s 
doubles competition to take the 
title. Rangel and Collin com¬ 
bined to beat C. J. Schneider and 
Jim Burton, defending champions, 
by scores of 21-13, 21-14, 9-21 and 
21-16. 

In the men’s novice division, 
B. C. Curl came through after 
a close match with L. E. Calla¬ 
way in the semi-finals. Curl went 
on to best A. L. Petty in the 
finals 21-17, 21-12, 21-7. 

Lydia Norman took the wo¬ 
men’s singles title from Peggy 
Hardcastle Lance, defending 
champion, with scores of 21-17, 
21-8, 18-21 and 21-6. 

Wanda Gage captured the wo¬ 
men’s consolation title by defeat¬ 
ing Frankie Berry in five games. 
Scores were 21-13, 21-23, 20-22 
and 21-14. 

There was an upset in mixed 
doubles when Jim Collin and Peg¬ 
gy Lance defeated Lydia Norman 
and Louis Lancer 21-15, 17-21, 
21-17, 10-21, and 21-18. 

A highlight of the tournament 
was a banquet held by the table 
tennis activity Saturday, May 8 
at the CRA Center. 

Trophies were presented and a 
talent show was held with mem¬ 
bers of the group participating. 
Dave Clutterham was master of 
ceremonies. 

During the program, a two-out- 
of-three match between two 13- 
year old girls, Carolyn Norman 
and Sharon Sanquist, was held. 
They played for a trophy donated 
by the Sandquist and Norman 
families with Sharon taking the 
trophy. Next year the two girls 
will vie again. 

“We feel we had a great tour¬ 
nament this year,” said Rangel. 
“We’d like to thank everyone who 
participated in it and the com¬ 
mittee who worked to make it a 
success.” 

Cut Rate Tickets on 
Hand for Cat Games 

Top-notch entertainment for cut 
rate prices is available to Con¬ 
vair FW employees who are base¬ 
ball fans. 

Tickets for the Fort Worth Cats 
home games are available at the 
CRA office for only $1. 


Topliff runner up. 

In the B flight, Sam Turner 
and J. M. Cudd tied for low gross 
with a 74. C. L. Harrison and 
L. E. Maxwell shared winner and 
runner-up awards with identical 
and low net scores. 

T. B. Roscoe took the C flight 
low gross award with a score of 
81 and J. Lifsey was runner up 
with a score of 83. 

Winner and runner up awards 
were shared by B. W. Browning 
and V. L. Ragsdale for low net 
awards. 

B. E. Carrell was low net gross 
winner in the D flight with a 
score of 87. Runner up honors 
went to W. B. Bellamy and D. M. 
Anderson. 

Low net was won by E. F. 


Fielder and Gus Weber was run¬ 
ner up. 

Two tickets for the Colonial 
Invitation golf tournament were 
awarded in each flight as a blind 
bogey prize. Winners were Ray 
Lanham, C. R. Monroe, D. W. 
Wooley and H. Hamilton. 

Armstrong reported that 110 
golfers entered the tournament 
which was grouped in four flights 
according to handicap. 

Armstrong thanked all Convair 
FW employees who entered the 
tournament. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


three hits to go the route for the 
winners. 

In the second game of the sea¬ 
son, the Arlington Heights team 
defeated West Ridglea 12-8 with 
Paul Woods leading the winners 
with two hits and one double. 

On May 6, River Oaks edged 
Arlington Heights 6-5. Paul 
Woods, who had relieved starter 
Roddy Hailey on the mound in 
the first, rapped out a double and 
two singles for the winners. Joe 
Moore also had three for four 
for the losers. 

A day later, White Settlement 
defeated West Ridglea in a thrill¬ 
ing game and moved into the 
Little League lead. 

In the third inning, West Ridg¬ 
lea held a 3-0 lead over the White 
Settlement team. 

The Indians picked up nine 
runs in the third inning sparked 
by a bases loaded home run by 
Eddie Tucknies which was follow¬ 
ed by another home run by Joe 
Chamberlain. 

Righthander Jimmy Moore 
went the distance for the winners 
and struck out five. 

Last week’s games were rained 


out, but play will start again this 
week. 

Managers of the teams are Ed 
Tucknies, White Settlement; T. 

L. Harris and W. Q. Hudler, West 
Ridglea; W. A. Peninger and 
Hailey, Arlington Heights; and 

M. E. Owens and O. O. Strick¬ 
land, River Oaks. 

Bowling by 
Wire Planned 

Convair FW Management Club 
will vie with Lockheed Manage¬ 
ment Club in a match bowling 
tournament this weekend. 

Date of bowling is set for Sun¬ 
day, May 23, at the Bowling Cen¬ 
ter, Texas and Cherry Streets. 

Bowlers are required to use 
their highest average in any Con¬ 
vair league. 

Trophies will be awarded to 
high team three game series and 
high team one game, but the same 
team may not win both trophies. 

Bob E. Carrell, secretary of 
the tournament, expected a good 
turnout for the event. 

“Lockheed won both trophies 
last year,” said Carrell, “and this 
year we’re anxious to have enough 
teams to make sure we get the 
trophies back here in Fort 
Worth.” 

Entrants must be members of 
the National Association of Fore¬ 
men and current members of the 
ABC. 

Gowins Wins Chance 
To Pitch Brown 

Wesley Gowins pitched his way 
to a chance to regain his plant 
washer pitching championship 
May 8 when he won first place 
in the tournament on that day. 

Gowins held the plant title 
for five years prior to O. P. 
Brown, present plant champ. 

Second place winner was Leon 
Ferguson. He received a piece 
of luggage for his efforts and 
Gowins was awarded a deep fat 
fryer for his perfect score. 

According to Hugh Pennington, 
commissioner, approximately 52 
people pitched. 

Pennington reminded all inter¬ 
ested persons that a washer pitch¬ 
ing tournament will be held June 
5 at the CRA Beach opening day. 



LITTLE LEAGUE OPENERS—Little League opened in a big way May 3 as Cats players visited the 
field. Pitcher Mel Waters here autographs baseball for Roddy Hailey. Right, August C. Esenwein, 
division manager, and Al Vincent, Cats manager, talk over opening pitch for game. 
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Entire FW Plant Checked Weekly 
As Part of Radiation Safeguards 



Safety is the by-word for Cor> 
vair FW’s health physics group 
who monitor the handling of ra¬ 
dio-active sources and materials. 

“The radiation from the sources 
and materials at Convair is used 
by experts in nuclear physics,” 
said Frank Paschal, health phys¬ 
ics co-ordinator. “But to be on 
the safe side, we have the health 
physics group to check on radio¬ 
logical health measures.” 

Paschal pointed out that expe¬ 
rimental operations at Convair 
FW as well as radiological health 
procedures have been reviewed 
and approved by local, state and 
federal health authorities and a 
national safety organization. 

“Employees who work in any 
nuclear area are constantly moni¬ 
tored to insure that they are not 
exposed to excessive radiation and 
will therefore suffer no harmful 
effects,” Paschal said. 

Weekly the 563-acre plant is 
surveyed by skilled personnel us¬ 
ing several types of sensitive in¬ 
struments to measure radioac¬ 
tivity. 

“We don’t expect these surveys 
to show any increase in radioac¬ 
tivity above the normal amount,” 


Paschal said. “And there is radio¬ 
active material everywhere 
—though most frequently it is in 
very small amounts.” 

But the checks are nevertheless 
made as part of the stringent 
safeguards applied at Convair 
FW. 

In 1951, the air force announced 
that Convair had been awarded a 
contract for research and devel¬ 
opment in connection with nuclear 
propulsion of aircraft. 


Magazine to Carry 
Story of SD Girl 

Margo Griffin, 11-year-old 
costume jewelry manufacturer, 
has received widespread publicity 
since her exploits were reported 
last year (Convairiety, Nov. 18, 
1953). And she’s due to get more. 

Ladies’ Home Journal will carry 
a picture and article about the 
daughter of Percy Griffin, Dept. 
6, at San Diego, in its Sub-Deb 
column in the June issue, accord¬ 
ing to Mrs. Frank DeMassa, 
whose husband is in Dept. 6 at 
SD. Her pen name is Jessie 
Gnarra. 


READING AIR—Bob Shockley of health physics group at Fort 
Worth takes reading on air sample to determine amount of radio¬ 
activity. This is one of many health safeguards at FW plant. 



TOURS POMONA—Rear Admiral A. J. Wellings, deputy Chief 
of Material for the Navy, right, shown with Capt. F. C. Manville, 
Naval Inspector of Ordnance, and C. F. Horne, Convair Pomona 
manager, during May 4 inspection of plant. 



TWO STARS — An admiral's 
flag flew over Pomona plant 
this month. Sailors from Navy 
Guided Missiles School are 
shown about to hoist Rear Ad¬ 
miral A. J. Wellings' flag in front 
of Building I. 


SD Naval Reserve 
Unit Challenges 
Pomona Reservists 

Convair Pomona, who early 
this month claimed the first 
Guided Missile Navy Reserve 
Unit (Convairiety, May 5, 1954), 
received a challenge this week 
from San Diego. 

Aviation Volunteer Reserve 
Unit 11-5, (Guided Missiles), ac¬ 
tivated March 4, 1948, claims if 
it is not the first it was certainly 
ahead of Pomona. 

Commanding officer is M. I. 
Edelstein of Dept. 6 experimental 
flight test, a lieutenant. There 
are 15 members of whom four 
are aviators. Other Convair em¬ 
ployees in the group include W. D. 
Daniel, Dept. 6, C. F. Hartel and 
Dave Armstrong of the Charac- 
tron project. 

The group meets twice monthly 
at the Naval Reserve Armory, 
across from the Fleet Sonar 
School in San Diego. Informa¬ 
tion about the unit may be ob¬ 
tained by contacting Armstrong 
at ext. 412, Plant 2. 



SURROUNDED—Unusually fine air view of Convair plant at Fort Worth shows a curve of B-36s, 
airplanes involved in SAM-SAC program. Center foreground at right are compass rose stations. 


Pomona Club Receives 
Management Team Award 


Daingerfield 
To Return 
FW Visits 

Convair Daingerfield supervis¬ 
ors are going to have their day 
at Fort Worth—in return for 
the “D-Day” at Daingerfield they 
are providing for Fort Worth 
participants in the executive de¬ 
velopment program. 

The first of three groups was 
scheduled to visit Daingerfield 
from Fort Worth on Tuesday, 
May 18, as guests of J. E. 
Arnold, Daingerfield Division 
manager. 

There they were to spend the 
entire day inspecting the testing 
facilities, including the super¬ 
sonic wind tunnel and jet engine 
operations, as well as boning up 
generally on the Daingerfield 
plant. 

The second and third groups 
are scheduled to visit Daingerfield 
on May 25 and June 1. 

Daingerfield supervisors will 
make return visits in groups of 
three to six in May and early 
June. 

Purpose of the exchange is 
familiarization with operations at 
both plants, and to promote re¬ 
lationships between personnel of 
both divisions. 

Braniff Management 
Group Tours Plant 

Seventy-four Braniff Airlines 
management club members toured 
Convair FW Division last week 
and were apparently impressed 
with what they saw. 

They were welcomed by B. G. 
Reed, assistant division manager, 
who briefed them on the plant 
and the B-36. E, E. Finch, as¬ 
sistant modernization manager, 
explained the SAM-SAC program. 

The group then toured the 
plant and flight line stations and 
got a look at Convair’s YC-131C 
turboprop transport. 

Dinner was served to the group. 


Convair Pomona’s Management 
Club has received Manage 
Magazine’s “Management Team 
Award” for the month of May. 

This announcement and presen¬ 
tation of the award were made 
at the club’s first annual “ladies 
night” meeting Friday night 
(May 14) by Dale Connor (Dept. 
23 Pomona), National Association 
of Foreman director. The award 
was accepted by Noble Barnes, 
club president, who in turn pre¬ 
sented the plaque to Division 
Manager Charles F. Horne for 
display in his office. 

“Our club has been named 
the May award winner for the 
leadership role our group has 
played in the cost reduction pro¬ 
gram begun here eight months 
ago,” Connor said. “In the May 
issue of ‘Manage,’ our club will 
be saluted for the roles you have 
played in this program. 

“The report also tells how qual¬ 
ity went up five percent while 
costs were being reduced,” he 
continued. “We can be proud 
of our accomplishments, and we 
can be just as proud that we have 
been nationally recognized for 


Air Force B-36 intercontinental 
bombers are proving their accu¬ 
racy at bomb dropping these 
days—but it’s all in practice. 

The site is San Antonio where 
planes of the Strategic Air Com¬ 
mand are testing bombing accu¬ 
racy nightly through June 12. 

During this period, every bom¬ 
bardment and reconnaissance 
wing in SAC is scheduled to fly 
night radar bombing evaluation 
missions over an undisclosed in¬ 
dustrial target. 

SAC headquarters said no mis¬ 
siles of any kind will be dropped 
during the course of the com¬ 
mand-wide training exercise, but 
the success of each simulated 


them.” 

Barnes, in accepting the award 
“on behalf of every member of 
the Management Team,” gave 
special recognition to “the leader¬ 
ship of Division Manager Charles 
F. Horne and to our club’s im¬ 
mediate past president, Fred Mor¬ 
gan, who in his dual role as fac¬ 
tory manager deserves a lion’s 
share of the credit.” 

“Also, without the efforts and 
cooperation of every employee in 
the division, we could not have 
won the award,” Barnes added. 

Jack Smith, Dept. 22, was 
awarded the “Pin of the Month.” 
Presentation was made by Dan 
Reid, chairman of the special ac¬ 
tivities committee. 

Although the meeting was 
planned to “show the ladies why 
their husbands are out until all 
hours,” business was held to a 
minimum and dancing to Jimmy 
Milligan’s orchestra followed. 
Entertainment was provided by 
the Convair Glee Club and a 
Dixie-land combo. 

Co-sponsonng the meeting were 
the Contracts and Long Range 
Planning Departments. 


bomb drop will be accurately 
charted by a radar bomb scoring 
unit at Kelly AFB. 

SAC said that were each plane 
carrying atomic weapons, any one 
of them could probably destroy 
the entire city. 

Participating planes include B- 
36s, with squadrons from Cars¬ 
well AFB, B-47s, B-29s and B-50s. 

Much of the exercise will be 
unknown to San Antonio resi¬ 
dents since the planes fly at alti¬ 
tudes of 25,000 feet or higher at 
night. 

The San Antonio exercise is a 
regular phase of bombardment 
training in SAC—the nation’s 
long range atomic striking force. 


B-36 Bombers Engage in Extensive Night Radar 
Missions With Other Planes of SAC in Texas 



BEACH SITE—This is aerial shot of new CRA Beach Club being prepared for opening. It is 
located on Eagle Mountain Lake about 16 miles from Fort Worth plant. 











































Vapor trails (caused by engine heat condensing moisture in air) stream behind 
a B-36 in this remarkable picture taken by Fred Carlile, Convair FW photography 


supervisor, while on a recent test program in Florida. He used a Fairchild F-8 
camera which exposes 5 by 7 inch negatives. 


Convair Crews 
Help Test B-36 
In Florida Sky 

Some 30 Convair FW men 
went to Florida last month 
—but they weren't on vaca¬ 
tion. 

The job of the pilots, engi¬ 
neers and ground crewmen 
was to put a B-36 through a 
rigorous — and classified — 
test program. 

Fourteen ground crew members 
went by commercial airline to 
New Orleans, then Pensacola, 
Florida, and lastly 40 miles east 
to Fort Walton, a small town 
near Eglin Air Force Base, where 
the Air Force conducts many 
tests on aircraft and armament. 

Arrangements for their stay 
had been made a few days earlier 
by R. W. Dodd, superintendent 
of development field operations, 
and E. W. Fedderson, assistant 
project engineer. As a result the 
ground crew was already on hand 
at Eglin when a B-36 test air¬ 
plane left Fort Worth at 8:30 
a.m. May 17 with George Davis 
at the controls. Fred Petty was 
(Continued on Page 2) 

Daingerfield 
Visitors Watch 
Jets Operate 

“It's a nerve - shattering 
experience — hearing and 
watching supersonic jet en¬ 
gines operate at close range 
—but I wouldn't have mis¬ 
sed it for anything . . ." 

That was Henry Growald’s com¬ 
ment after returning from a day¬ 
long excursion to visit Convair 
Daingerfield in East Texas. 
Growald is chief of engineering 
tests at Convair FW and one of 
more than 100 participants in 
the executive development pro¬ 
gram who went to Daingerfield in 
groups of about 35 each. 

The groups each left Convair 
Fort Worth at 7:30 a.m. by bus. 
Dates were May 18, May 25 and 
June 1. After rolling through 
the piney woods of East Texas, 
they drove directly to the Convair 
operation, which is completely 
surrounded by buildings in which 
the Lone Star Steel Co. makes 
steel. 

They were welcomed by J. E. 
Arnold, Convair Daingerfield 
manager, had lunch in the cafe¬ 
teria, and were then briefed by 
R. J. Volluz and J. M. Luther. 
Volluz is chief of the department 
which operates the supersonic 
wind tunnel. Luther is chief of 
the department which operates 
the likewise supersonic jet engine 
test cells. Both, of course, are 
engineers, as are 85 other em¬ 
ployees among the 284 on the 
Daingerfield payroll. 

Daingerfield, in operation since 
August, 1945, has two principal 
functions: to perform wind tunnel 
tests of scale-model airplanes and 
guided missiles (much of its work 
is now for Convair Pomona), and 
to test actual jet engines and 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Thirty-first Convair 
Birthday Goes Past 

Convair passed another mile¬ 
stone last week. 

It was 31 years ago that Con¬ 
solidated Aircraft Corp. was 
formed, May 29, 1923, at East 
Greenwich, R. I. The company 
later became Consolidated Vultee 
and this year became a division 
of General Dynamics Corp. 
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Convair Kids to 
See Pro Ball 
Game For Free 


FREE DUCATS—Spencer Harris, president of Fort Worth Cats, 
delivers several thousand free tickets to Col. C. Savage, AF repre¬ 
sentative at Convair FW, and August C. Esenwein, Convair FW 
manager, to be distributed to Convair youngsters free. 


Full Day of Fun Ahead 
At CRA Beach Opening 


A day of fun, frolic and enter¬ 
tainment is in store for Convair 
FW employees June 5 when CRA 
officially opens its new beach on 
Eagle Mountain Lake one and 
a half miles from Azle. 

The 75-acre site has 2,500 feet 
of sandy beach, as well as picnic, 
boating and fishing facilities. 
Ample parking space is available 
for all. 

On May 22, approximately 400 
Convair employees pitched in to 
finish clean-up work on the site. 
“Operation Splash” proved the 
final touch in the transformation 
work which has been under way 
for several months. 

On Saturday, the big day will 
start with a fishing rodeo which 
will run concurrently with other 
events throughout the day. The 
event, open to men, women and 
children, will last until 6 p.m. 

At 10:30 a.m. the CRA model 
airplane activity will put on a 
miniature air show. 

Time out for lunch will follow 
the show. Hank Wendorf, CRA 
president, said the concession 


stand will be open, but Convair 
families are free to bring their 
own picnic lunches if they choose. 
About 12:30 p.m. a horseshoe 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Ground Rules on 
B-52 Production 
For FW Drawn up 

Four representatives of Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth management met 
with Boeing management at the 
Wichita, Kans., plant May 18 to 
set ground rules for Convair FW 
employees to build components of 
the B-52 all-jet bomber. 

Attending were: B. G. Reed, 
assistant division manager- 
operation; Robert Powelson, chief 
of contract administration; D. C. 
McDougal, program planning ad¬ 
ministrator, and R. A. Fuhrer, 
chief of tool engineering. 

In conferences, Boeing opera¬ 
tions manager W. W. Rutledge 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Thousands of baseball tickets — free for Convair FW 
youngsters! 

That was the word today after arrangements were 
completed by Convair, the Convair Management Club and 
Convair Recreation Association. 

The free tickets—entitling the 
holders to sit in the reserved 
seat section (as long as seats 
last)—are for the June 11 game 
between the Fort Worth Cats and 
Shreveport Sports. 

They will be distributed in all 
departments in the plant on a 
first-come-first-served basis as 
long as they last. Tickets will be 
available in each department be¬ 
ginning Friday, June 4. They will 
be good for anywhere in the park 
except for boxes and 2,000 regu¬ 
larly reserved seats. 

Ticket distribution will be di¬ 
rected by F. F. Gignilliat, em¬ 
ployment supervisor and member 
of the CRA Employee Council. 

Tickets will be good only for 
Convair youngsters — boys and 
girls — of school age or younger. 

Parents may send the youngsters 
by themselves if they like, since 
a crew of approximately 300 
Management Club members will 
be on hand to serve as guides and 
to render any assistance which 
may be needed. 

The American Red Cross also 
will have a special mobile first 
aid unit at La Grave Field. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Convair Cited 
As 'Outstanding' 

In Bond Buying 

Treasury Secretary 
George M.. Humphrey last 
month presented a Treasury 
Department citation to Con¬ 
vair employees who have 
achieved “an outstanding re¬ 
cord by their investment in 
United States Savings Bonds 
through the payroll savings 
plan.” 

The award was made at the 
annual meeting of the Aircraft 
Industries Association in Wil¬ 
liamsburg, Va. J. V. Naish, Con¬ 
vair executive vice-president, ac¬ 
cepted on behalf of Convair em¬ 
ployees. 

More than 70 per cent of the 
employees at all Convair divisions 
are now signed up to purchase 
bonds through the payroll savings 
plan. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Long Range Plan For New 
Speed Highway Revealed 

Convair employees living south and west of White 
Settlement municipality this week could look forward to 
a new freeway which will make their trips to and from 
work both quicker and safer. 

The state highway commission 


announced long-range plans for a 
new four-mile stretch of freeway. 
It will extend west from the pres- 


TRANSPLANTINS—House on Calmont Ave. in Fort Worth gets ready to take off, with a police 
escort, to a new site. This is common sight these days as ground is cleared for link of two new ex¬ 
pressways that will facilitate travel to and from Convair FW. 


ent intersection of the Convair 
freeway and Highway 183 (the 
highway which runs past Carswell 
Air Force Base entrance and 
through River Oaks municipality). 

Thus, the new road will pass 
near the southern edge of White 
Settlement, which now has a 
population of considerably over 
10,000, many of them Convair 
employees. When construction will 
begin was not announced. 

The announcement was made 
by the State Highway Commis¬ 
sion in order to give city and 
county officials as much time as 
possible to buy rights-of-way at 
the most economical cost. 

At the same time, work is 
proceeding on a freeway which 
will link the two freeways al¬ 
ready built — the Convair free¬ 
way and the east-west freeway. 
This will give Convair employees 
a freeway all the way from the 
plant gate to downtown Fort 
Worth. 
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£cck Chirk A 


Promotions 


Service Emblems 


FORT WORTH 

Promotions and transfers to or with¬ 
in supervision and professional and ad¬ 
ministrative personnel effective May 17: 

Dept. 4, Material: to buyer, R. J. 
Hutto. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to design engi¬ 
neer, O. R. Batchelder, R. L. McCloud ; 
to senior aerodynamics engineer, E. L. 
Crosthwait ; to aerophysics engineer, W. 
C. Hallmark ; to senior field engineer, 
N. G. Hartwell ; to service engineer, P. 
Hutchinson. 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering: to 
manufacturing engineer, G. A. Grisham. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: to timekeeping 
supervisor, S. Bobbitt. 

Dept. 11, Contracts: to contract an¬ 
alyst, W. W. Hook. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tooling analyst, 
J. M. Cudd, A. J. Emerson, W. A. 
McKibben : to tool project engineer, A. 
E. Northcott. Jr. ; to tool and opera¬ 
tion plan supervisor, E. W. Reynolds; 
to tool and operation plan assistant sup¬ 
ervisor; G. Savage, Jr.; to tooling 
analyst, A. J. Tiroff. 

Dept. 27. Inspection-Production: to 
vendor quality control supervisor, D. E. 
Wilbanks. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: to process 
control supervisor, P. H. King: to de¬ 
partmental assistant, B. E. Somer. 

Dept. 29, Inspection-Modernization: to 
inspection supervisor, H. D. Keller. 

Dept. 75, Electronics: to assistant 
foreman, F. J. Drennon, D. P. Sims. 

Dept. 76, Armament: to assistant fore¬ 
man, W. D. McClure, R. L. Wright. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: to 
tool manufacturing assistant foreman, 
J. E. Floyd. 

Dept. 94, Modernization: to assistant 
foreman, 0. Gage. 

Dept. 95, Modernization: to foreman, 
H. L. Dees, W. Konecny ; to assistant 
foreman, L. M. Goodale, E. A. Hoff¬ 
man, W. H. Jones, W. C. Lanier, N. D. 
Marshall, T. H. Robinson, J. V. Whit¬ 
mire, L. E. Wright. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $59.22 for the 
period ending May 21 : 

Dept. 6. Engineering: R. E. Holt, Jr. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: Roy D. 
Woodall. 

Dept. 76, Armament: J. E. Lindsey. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: 
C. R. Merrill. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: James E. 
Whitmire. 

Convair Crews Help 
Test B-36 in South 

(Continued from Page 1) 
co-pilot and John Rogerson flight 
engineer. 


FORT WORTH 

The following service pins are due 
during the period June 1 through June 
15: 

Fifteen-year: Dept. 27, L. S. Cottle. 
Ten-year: Dept. 3, D. D. Paschal. 
Dept. 9, A. H. Lindsay. Dept. 11, J. B. 
Brown. Dept. 22, L. H. Inman, A. M. 
Williams. Dept. 24, S. D. Bozanich, L. 
C. Eberhart. 

Dept. 25, U. S. Orr. Dept. 27, P. 
Woodrow. Dept. 29, M. H. Dean, Jr., 
O. R. Stubblefield. Dept. 30, A. C. Rus¬ 
sell. Dept. 31, R. S. Borth, W. H. Fore¬ 
man, B. W. Jackson, J. B. Moore, W. 
Z. Sessions, C. Stewart. 

Dept. 95, J. B. Nelson. Dept. 47, B. F. 
Jeffrey. Dept. 48, H. E. Hearne. Dept. 
50, F. C. Conwell. Dept. 64, W. L. 
Goode, W. M. Joiner. Dept. 81, E. L. 
Underwood. 

Dept. 82, J. H. Almond. Dept. 91, 
J. E. Cain, M. N. Griffin. Dept. 92. 
C. A. Gustafson, S. Phillips. Dept. 93, 
C. C. Neal. Dept. 94, R. Carter, J. B. 
Leach. A. E. Nix. 

Five-year: Dept. 4, I. M. Gilbert, F. 
E. L. Sellers, B. J. Southard. Dept. 6, 
T. W. Ecklund, I. J. Theriot. Dept. 9, 
N. H. Pemberton. Dept. 14, R. W. Kit¬ 
chens. L. D. R. Self. Dept. 20, C. H. 
Duckworth, Jr.. A. A. Fisher, L. D. 
Florida, R. L. Graham, M. G. Joneti, C. 
H. McGee. 

Dept. 22, T. L. Farmer, M. B. Moore, 
C. B. Young. Dept. 24, R. L. Keller. 
Dept. 25, W. D. Andrews, C. F. Coble, 
E. Hall, G. R. McQuinn, W. Mitchell, 
H. L. Procter, M. A. Wilson. Dept. 28, 
A. S. Foreman. 

Dept. 30, F. G. Hout. Dept. 31, H. A. 
Chambers. Dept. 47, W. F. Jackson. 
Dept. 48, M. E. Porter, B. J. Young. 
Dept. 95, G. L. Crabtree. Dept. 76, L. 
E. Rash. Dept. 81, C. C. Caldwell, A. J. 
Hayes. Dept. 20, T. M. Hopson. 
DAINGERFIELD 
Five-year: Dept. 6, J. S. Baker. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

HANCOCK—Daughter, Susan Alyson, 
8 lbs. 3 oz., born May 21 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank E. Hancock, Dept. 6-7. 

HOLLOWAY—Daughter, Lynne, 7 
lbs. 9 oz., born May 15 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Malcolm H. Holloway, Dept. 2. 


i 
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After flying some hours over 
the gulf of Mexico, they landed 
the big craft at Eglin at 2:35 
p.m. and began work on their 
project, which is one so highly 
classified that it may not be 
named. 

While not working, Convair 
men were making the most of 
their surroundings and found 
plenty of fish. One party of five 
brought in 82 “hardtails,” a fish 
resembling pompano, in two hours 
fishing in the Gulf. They stayed 
at motels in Fort Walton, one of 
which had the whole Gulf of 
Mexico in its “backyard.” 

Work of the ground crew was j 
co-ordinated by Assistant Fore- ; 
men W. L. Goode and C. H. j 
Brame. Most of the crew was 
from Dept. 64 (development field 
operations), with other members 
from Depts. 75 (electronics), 76 
(armament), and 27 (inspec¬ 
tion). 

The tests completed, the B-36 
returned to Fort Worth May 22. 


WORK AND PLAY — Some 
worked and some played last 
month at new CRA Beach on 
Eagle Mountain lake, as con¬ 
trasting photos indicate. Beach 
will open this coming Saturday. 

Full Day of Fun 
At Beach Opening 

(Continued from Page 1) 
pitching tournament will be held, 
and at 1 p.m. boat races will 
start. 

Wendorf said the races are 
open only to Convair employees 
and members of their immediate 
families. Rules and regulations 
are available at the CRA office. 

Water sports will start at 3 
p.m. and a swimming contest will 
get under way at 4 p.m. 

Fishermen will get their chance 
to perform at 5:30 p.m. when a 
casting contest will be staged. 

Beach tickets are available at 
the CRA office- for the whole 
SIDE FUN—It wasn't all work f am n y . The price is $1.50 and 
when Convair men visited Florida | the tickets admit the ENTIRE 
recently for B-36 tests, as this j FAMILY for the WHOLE SEA- 
photo testifies. ' SON. 


Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290 ; FW staff; Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 



FAMILY DAY—Casino Beach was jumping May 22 when Convair FW Management Club held its 
annual Family Day. This was scene when Fort Worth Cats players gave away autographed baseballs. 


Daingerfield Alternates Tests 
Of Aircraft Models and Engines 


(Continued from Page 1) 
scaled-down models of jet engines. 

The set-up is such that only one 
type of test—either wind tunnel 
or jet engine—can be done at one 
time. For that reason, Dainger¬ 
field engineers and technicians 
take turns. One week they test 
engines. The next week they test 
aircraft models. 

During the “off” weeks, the 
engineers spend their time work¬ 
ing on the data they obtained in 
the tests—and in gathering their 
wits getting ready for the follow¬ 
ing week’s run. 

When the first Fort Worth 
visitors were there, it was “jet 
engine week,” so Luther gave 
them a close look—first hand 
right in the control room—of a 
jet engine blowing up a storm. 
Inside the control room four men 
were intently at work at the con¬ 
trol panel. They were R. B. 
Davis and J. M. Mason, engineers, 
and B. Tigert, C. H. Ragland and 
C. L. Biggs, mechanics. They 
stood beside a bullet-proof win¬ 
dow looking into the chamber 
where a jet was blowin’ and goin’. 
Actually, it hadn’t started yet. 
The noise was from wind gusting 
at supersonic speeds as they at¬ 
tempted to start the jet. 

Convair Technicians' 
Math Class Planned 

An organization meeting will 
be held June 9 for a mathematics 
class made up of electronic tech¬ 
nicians at Convair Fort Worth. 

The 50-hour course will be given 
for $7 plus the cost of the text 
book, “Math for Electricians and 
Radiomen.” 

The organization meeting on 
June 9 will be held in room 21, 
Col. 148C. Class meetings for 
first shift students will be 4 to 
6 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. 
Second shift classes will be from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
and Fridays. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able from Jess Butts or Hoyt 
Clark, ext. 5245. 

Convair Cited for 
High Bond Buying 

(Continued from Page 1) 

During the past 18 months, 
Convair employees have bought 
more than $5,000,000 worth of 
U. S. Savings Bonds. 

In presenting the award, Secre¬ 
tary Humphrey told the aircraft 
leaders that their payroll savings 
record is an achievement in which 
every participant can take pride. 

“It sets a most commendable 
example for every employer and 
employee in American industry,” 
the Secretary said. “Systematic 
bond buying on the payroll sav¬ 
ings plan greatly aids the Treas¬ 
ury in managing the public debt 
in a manner that will help pre¬ 
serve the value of the dollar.” 


The jet is started by blasting 
air through it, then giving it a 
mixture of kerosene-like fuel and 
lighting the fuel by electric 
sparks from a spark plug. 

After the engine started, the 
crew poured on the coal. That’s 
when you really get the trembles 
—and when you wonder if the 
cotton in your ears is enough. 
While the test run is being made, 
a camera is continuously record¬ 
ing the readings on a bank of 
some 50 manometers which meas¬ 
ure pressures in and around the 
engine. 

Outside of the building all this 
makes for a spectacular sight— 
and an impromptu shower bath. 
Blasts from the jet engine are 
guided up a tower of concrete and 
reinforced steel. At the top, of 
course, is an outlet. During the 
test, water was shot into the tail 
pipe with the jet going full blast. 
The stack outside literally blew 
its top. A cloud of cotton-white 
moisture billowed hundreds of 
feet in the air. 

And that’s when you needed a 
sou’wester you didn’t have. 

This goes on a few seconds, 
then the stack calms down again 
for a while. 

“Since our work is so highly 
classified, we can’t go into many 
details which might be interest¬ 
ing,” commented Luther. “But 
we can assure you that engines 
we’re testing here today will be 
sending airplanes at supersonic 
speeds before too many years.” 

Operation of the supersonic 
wind tunnel by the engineers and 
technicians of Volluz’ department 
is similar to the tests of jet en¬ 
gines. Volluz told the visitors 
that aircraft models which have 
been tested there include the F- 
102 and Sea Dart, designed and 
built at Convair San Diego, as 
well as the F-92 and the super¬ 
sonic bomber on which Convair 
Fort Worth is doing developmen¬ 
tal work. And, of course, guided 
missiles for Convair Pomona, 


Convair Kids to See 
Pro Baseball Game 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Parents who want to go to the 
game and sit with their young¬ 
sters may do so by purchasing a 
$1 general admission ticket. If 
they want to go to the game 
and sit in a seat reserved for 
them, they may purchase a ticket 
at the same price. But the young¬ 
ster, in this case, using a free 
ticket would sit with other young¬ 
sters. Tickets will be on sale in 
the CRA office at the plant. 

The opening workout will be 
a special feature of the evening, 
since an all-star CRA Little 
League infield will play with the 
Cats, according to Spencer Harris, 
president of the club, and A1 
Lawley, CRA Little League com¬ 
missioner. 

Batting for the Little Leaguers 
will be A1 Vincent, manager of 
the Cats who has been dubbed 
by sports-writers the “Old Grey 
Fox.” 

A special section will be set 
aside for all Little Leaguers, who 
will be special guests of honor 
for the night. 


Ground Rules Laid 
On B-52 Production 

(Continued from Page 1) 
pointed up the importance of co¬ 
ordinated teamwork of the two 
huge organizations to deliver the 
swept-wing heavy bombers to the 
Air Force on schedule. 

“The B-52 is a big airplane,” 
he said. “Building it requires 
much effort from all of us, and 
we need your help. Our produc¬ 
tion efforts in many ways will be 
similar and our progress keyed 
to the same goal.” 

Convair is now in the process 
of tooling for the production of 
B-52 outboard wings and vertical 
fins. 

At the same time, Boeing an¬ 
nounced the assignment of Tom 
McDavitt as Boeing tooling liai¬ 
son representative at Fort Worth. 
McDavitt will be on duty in Fort 
Worth beginning late in June. 



DAINGERFIELD RUN-DOWN—J. M. Luther, chief of Convair 
(Daingerfield) jet engine department, discusses operations for visitors 
from Fort Worth. 
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Air Force's YC-131C Turboprop Climbs Into Sky Over Convair FW 


GOING UP—Convair YC-I3IC leaves ground first time under turboprop power. 
First flight took place May 20 at 6:16 p.m. at Convair Fort Worth. Two of these 


ships are being built for Air Force as "flight test beds" for turboprop engines. 
Lower right shows part of watchers on ground. 


Responsibilities Shift 
As W. D. Reed Resigns 
For Post in Midwest 


A shift in the responsibilities 
of two Convair SD superinten¬ 
dents was announced recently by 
W. L. Young, works manager, 
Plant 1. 

F. E. Grossher, formerly super¬ 
intendent of R3Y major assembly, 
is now superintendent of fabrica¬ 
tion, Plant 1. 

A. R. Johnson, superintendent 
of R3Y final assembly, now be¬ 
comes superintendent, Model 
R3Y. In addition to R3Y de¬ 
partments 43, 44, 45 and 46, John¬ 
son will also be in charge of 
model 8 (F-102) components, 

Dept. 40. 

The change was brought about 
with the resignation of W. D. 
Reed as fabrication superinten¬ 
dent. He has left the company to 
become works manager of the 
Midwest Division, H and B Amer¬ 
ican Machine Co., Inc., of Indian¬ 
apolis, Ind. 


HOW WAS IT?—B. A. Erickson of Convair FW flight, who flew 
plane on initial hop, is surrounded by serious questioners after event. 
Among them is Col. C. Savage, AF plant representative. 

Turboprop 'Shaken Down' 
Due For AF Acceptance 


Convair Recreation Association oper¬ 
ates for your pleasure. Look over the 
activities on page 6 and take your 
choice. 


f.iiW 


The Air Force YC-131C, Convair designed and built 
and the nation's first twin-engine turboprop military 
transport, was due for Air Force acceptance last week 
and the start of 10 hours of flight demonstration. 

Following the first flight May 


“I took your advice about two 
can live as cheap as one — Pm 
staying with Charlie Smedley 


20, the modified Convair 340 went 
through three hours of “shake- 
down” flights designed to demon¬ 
strate its air-worthiness. 

The first flight with Allison 
turboprop engines marked the 
end of the manufacturing process. 
Until that time, development de¬ 
partment crews worked on minor 
modifications of plane components 
and installation of the new en¬ 
gines. 

After ground engine runs, the 
YC-131C was ready to fly. Hours 
of checking preceded the first 
flight. 

But at 6:16 p.m. on May 20, 
the plane taxied down the runway 
and swept into clear skies as 
scores of Convair personnel 
watched. 


FROM CANADAIR—San Diego had visitors from Canadair, 
Ltd., last month, first since Convair officially became part of 
General Dynamics Corp. group. Left to right: B. F. Coggan, 
Convair SD manager; W. H. Meacher, Canadair industrial relations 
manager; R. H. Biron, Convair vice president-administration; T. V. 
Chandler, Canadair director of administration; H. L. McKeown, 
Canadair director of operations; D. C. Wilkens, Jr., Convair SD 
manager of industrial relations; R. A. Neale, Canadair vice president 
of manufacturing. 


Aboard the plane were B. A. 
Erickson as pilot, L. C. Brandvig 
as co-pilot, and J. D. McEachern 
as flight engineer. Flight test 
engineers were Charles Harrison 
and A. G. Mitchell. 

Sixteen minutes later the plane 
landed and taxied to the yard 
area where onlookers gathered to 
hear comments on the first trip. 

Erickson was enthusiastic about 
the performance of the plane. 

“The flight was everything we 
expected,” he said. “We feel 
we’ve got a mighty good airplane 
here.” 

Erickson’s comments were 
echoed by other crew members 
who remarked on the ease with 
which the plane performed—and 
the quiet purr of its engines and 
props in flight. 

During the remainder of tests 
prior to Air Force acceptance, the 
plane demonstrated its flashy 
take-off performance. After ac¬ 
ceptance the plane was due to fly 
with gross weight of 47,000 
pounds. 

The plane went to 15,000 feet 
and demonstrated shut down and 
restarting of engines while in 
flight. Cabin air conditioning and 
navigational equipment were also 
tested. 

A unique feature of the engines 
is their near-foolproof operation. 
The pilots throw a switch and the 
engines go through the complete 
starting process automatically. 

“Once the flame is started, it 
won’t go out,” Erickson said. 

“The engines are set up so they 
won’t do anything they’re not 
supposed to do. They adapt them¬ 
selves to whatever the environ¬ 
ment may be.” 

The engines burn a near kero¬ 
sene type fuel designated as JP-4. 
This gives the engines high oper¬ 
ating power at comparatively low 
cost. 

Number two YC-131C was due 
to move into development field 
operations this week. 


Second Flight Center For F-102 
Will be Located at Palmdale 


Convair ultimately will have 
two flight test centers for the 
F-102, supersonic delta-wing Air 
Force interceptor, B. F. Coggan, 
Convair SD division manager, an¬ 
nounced. 

One is the current engineering 
flight test operation at Edwards 
Air Force Base headed by Phil 
Phophett, manager, which has 
been in operation since last fall. 

The second will be a new site 
at Palmdale, 20 miles southwest 
of Edwards in the Mojave Desert. 
When the move is completed this 
summer, employees there are ex¬ 
pected to be under the supervision 
of W. H. Rumbaugh, superinten¬ 
dent of production field opera- 

Dormoy Visits Paris 
To See Relatives 

Etienne Dormoy, Convair SD 
design engineer, left last month 
on a visit to Paris, France, to 
visit relatives there. It is his first 
trip there since 1948. Dormoy, a 
pioneer aviation figure first in 
Europe and later the United 
States, is a native of Pontarlier, 
France. He has been with Con¬ 
vair since 1936. 


tions—model 8 program (F-102). 

Approximately 100 employees 
will be engaged in work at the 
new site. Some will move from 
Edwards for the work, while ad¬ 
ditional employees will be trans¬ 
ferred from San Diego. 

Palmdale is located in the Mo¬ 
jave Desert about nine miles 
south of Lancaster, present home 
of most of the Convair employees 
working at Edwards AFB. It 
is also the site of jet flight test 
operations for a number of air¬ 
craft companies including North¬ 
rop, North American and Lock¬ 
heed. 


Convair SD Boy, 12, 

An Honor- Student 

One Convair SD father will 
swell with pride when graduation 
day rolls around this month. He’s 
L. C. Gillette, Dept. 8, whose son 
Garry will graduate from Pacific 
Beach Junior High School with a 
perfect grade average. 

Twelve-year-old Garry has re¬ 
corded an “A” average through¬ 
out his school career. That won 
him appointment to the National 
Junior Honor Society. His hobby 
is electronics. 


Convair-Liners Much in Evidence 
On Indies-South America Airports 


Back in San Diego last month 
after a six-weeks’ trip in South 
America looking over sales pros¬ 
pects, G. D. Clark, Convair 
regional sales manager reports 
Convair-Liners busy at almost 
every airport he visited. 

Clark left San Diego aboard the 
first Cruzeiro model 340, flew 
non-stop to Miami (where he 
found Convairs doing a lively 
business for National and Pan 
Am) and on to Ciudad Trujillo, 
Dominican Republic (where there 
were other Pan Am Convairs), 
then to Georgetown, British 
Guiana (where KLM is operating 
Convairs), and on to Rio de 


Janeiro where the plane was de¬ 
livered and currently is being 
used in special flights for top 
government officials and pilot 
training pending receipt of the 
balance of their fleet. 

In Buenos Aires Clark found 
Aerolineas Argentina 340s much 
in evidence and on his way home 
saw other Convairs at Caracas 
(Avensa, KLM, Pan Am) and at 
Jamaica (Pan Am and KLM), and 
Aruba, off the coast of Venezuela 
(KLM). * 

Clark reported the Convair- 
Liners continuing to hold their 
high popularity, with some of the 
lines sold out as far as weeks in 
advance of flights. 


ALGERS—John Jay Hopkins, top left, was speaker recently in 
New York on occasion of presentation of Horatio Alger Awards to 
leaders in industry and commerce who have risen from ordinary 
beginnings. (The General Dynamics president and board chairman received 
award himself in 1953.) Front row: Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, who made 
awards; Michael Baker, Jr., head of engineering company; Donald R. Brann, 
Easi-Bild Pattern Co. president; John A. Bush, board chairman of Brown Shoe 
Co.; C. F. Hood, president of U.S. Steel; F. A. Lawson, E. L. Patch Co. presi¬ 
dent. Back row: Hopkins, D. A. Poling, editor Christian Herald; A. B. Shea, 
president of Pan American Grace Airways; Joseph Sunnen, Sunnen Products 
Co. president; W. P. Lear, board chairman Lear, Inc. 
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FAMILY—Gathered here during recent get-together are Ray and 
Mary and Jack and Betty Fitzgerald with their children. They are 
part of flying family. 


Sky-High Family 

Convair Flight Captain is One 
Of Six Brothers. All Aviators 


Ray Fitzgerald, Convair FW 
flight captain, is a member of 
one of the “flyingest families” in 
the United States. 

He is one of six brothers who 
earn their living in the air and 
have spent most of their lives 
doing so. 

It all started after World War 
I when their grandfather bought 
a war surplus Jennie. The three 
older brothers promptly learned 
to fly. 

Robert, the eldest, later became 
manager of the airport there in 
Sweetwater, Texas. Eventually 


Experimental Test 
Lab Holds Picnic 

Over 100 gathered at Collier 
Park, Ramona, May 16 for the 
first experimental test lab picnic 
at Convair SD, Oscar Bell, chair¬ 
man for arrangements, reported. 
Games for kids and adults were 
enjoyed and competition between 
first and second shifts featured 
a softball game and foot races. 


the younger three took to the air 
and now the six boys' are all 
pilots—but Ray is the only one 
who does not work for a commer¬ 
cial airline. 

Robert is with Eastern Air 
Lines and is based in Miami. 
Walter, a pilot for Braniff Air¬ 
ways, is also based in Miami. 
Beall, in Fort Worth, flies for 
American Airlines as does Jack 
who is in Los Angeles. Glenn is 
in New York for TWA. 

Ray, the “black sheep,” first 
flew for the Air Force and then 
was a pilot for American Over¬ 
seas Airlines based in New York. 

“I was doing a lot of flying 
overseas and decided Pd like liv¬ 
ing in Fort Worth and working 
for Convair a lot better. 

“My brothers kid me about 
staying in one place, but I point 
out that Fm flying the biggest 
and the best!” 

Fitzgerald, in addition to his 
regular duties in the Convair FW 
flight department, is the sole 
GRB-36 pilot for Convair. 



BIRD RAISERS—Mr. and Mrs. W. I. Ogletree of Convair SD 
who own nearly 200 parakeets, many of rare and unusual coloring. 
They arc shown with only one of flock who talks. 

Color Determines Social Standing' 
Among Parakeets in SD Aviary 


Birds of all colors of 
“feathers” flock together in the 
aviary of W. I. Ogletree at San 
Diego. 

But “social standing” and in¬ 
dividual listing in their “Dunn 
and Bradstreet” depend upon 
variety of hue. 

The Ogletrees (he is in Dept. 
56 at SD) raise parakeets on 
a substantial scale. They have 
nearly 200 birds and only mar¬ 
ket enough to pay expenses. 
Considering that their best 
birds bring from $37.50 to $150 
a pair, they don’t need many 
sales. 

“It is the ‘rares’ that bring 
the prices,” Ogletree explained. 
“These are the birds with un¬ 
usual coloring. We have at 
least one pair of every breed or 
color combination that is recog¬ 
nized and that we know about. 

“Our ultimate aim is to go 
into cross breeding, to develop 
new color combinations and 


strains.” 

The flock does include two 
score of “normals.” That is, 
parakeets of ordinary coloring. 
These serve as foster parents 
for the more valuable birds. 

“A mother bird will lay from 
five to six eggs and there is 
always a danger that one or 
two fledglings will be trampled. 
So, we ‘ration’ each mother to 
four eggs. The others are re¬ 
moved to the nests of the ‘nor¬ 
mals’ to be hatched.” 

The Ogletrees have quite ex¬ 
tensive facilities for caring for 
the birds, an indoor nesting 
area with smaller cages and 
two large outdoor cages. The 
males are housed separately so 
that no two birds will develop 
lasting “domestic attachments.” 

Ironically, the only bird of 
the whole bunch that is able to 
talk is a household pet called 
Beebee. She is “normal” in 
coloring but certainly not aver¬ 
age in vocabulary! 



STABBED—Col. C. Savage, Air Force plant representative at 
Convair FW, does a business-like job with a sword as he cuts cake 
in celebration of his promotion last month. (Note oversize eagles.) 
At right is August C. Esenwein, Convair FW manager, looking 
expectant. 

Savage, a Full Colonel Now, Long 
Associated With B-36 Programs 


Nicaragua Army Day 
Merits B-36 Visit 

B-36s from Carswell Air Force 
Base at Fort Worth were flying 
last week over Nicaragua, ally of 
the United States in the tense 
communistic question raised in 
Central America by developments 
in Guatemala. 

The Air Force gave as the rea¬ 
son for the flights only “partici¬ 
pation in observance of Nicara¬ 
guan Army Day.” , 

The four planes took off dur¬ 
ing a brief rainstorm while winds 
were blowing 40 miles an hour, 
with gusts at times considerably 
higher. 

R. E. Hawkesworth of 
Convair SD Dies 

Robert E. Hawkesworth Sr., 54, 
of Dept. 24-7, Convair SD, died 
May 25 after an illness of several 
months. He had been with the 
company five years. 

Survivors include his wife, Mrs. 
Grace Hawkesworth; son, R. E. 
Hawkesworth Jr., Dept. 102; two 
daughters, Mrs. Dorothy Max- 
field, Dept. 28, and Mrs. Fern 
Walzer; mother, Mrs. Mary Dil- 
lin; two brothers, Frank Hawkes¬ 
worth, Dept. 202, and Hiram Dil- 
lin; two sisters, Mrs. Peggy Wil¬ 
liams and Mrs. Mary Madron, and 
nine grandchildren. 

Two to Take Part in 
London Conference 

Two Convair engineers — one 
from San Diego and one from 
Fort Worth—will go to London, 
England, this month to partici¬ 
pate in a symposium on aircraft 
electrical systems. 

They are W. H. Crow, electrical 
senior design group engineer at 
FW, and P. D. Ferrara, who holds 
the same position at San Diego. 
Both are members of the Armed 
Forces Advisory Staff for Elec¬ 
trical Systems. 


Boy Scouts are getting a “new 
look” at Camp Leroy Shuman on 
Lake Worth—thanks to the Con¬ 
vair FW Management Club and 
G. W. Couch, of Dept. 31. 

Couch has volunteered to give 
the camp a portion of the net 
profits made in three weeks at a 
filling station he owns at 3027 
West Seventh St., across the 
street east from the Loring Hotel. 

The money will be used to buy 
materials for improvements which 
will be made by volunteer Man¬ 
agement Club members on a Sat¬ 
urday, tentatively set for June 12. 

The first week, beginning Mon¬ 
day, June 7, Couch will give the 
camp all net profits. The second 
week, he will donate 75 percent of 
the profits, and the third week 
50 percent. 

That work will be phase 2 of 
“Operation-Swish,” according to 
R. J. Hendrickson, chairman of 
the project. 

During phase 1, about 1,000 


AF plant representative Col. 
C. (Doc) Savage was sporting the 
wings of a full colonel at Con¬ 
vair FW this week after his 
promotion to that rank on May 
14. 

He was honored at a surprise 
party given by August C. Esen¬ 
wein, Convair vice president and 
received not only an oversized 
cake, but oversized eagles. 

Savage has been associated 
with the B-36 program since 
August, 1946 when the experi¬ 
mental XB-36 made its first 
flight. Following World War II, 
he was assigned to the Air Ma¬ 
teriel Command in Dayton as a 
B-36 project officer, later becom¬ 
ing chief project officer on the 
bomber. 

A native of Alabama, Savage 


Convair FW Management Club 
members turned out to transform 
the Shuman area from an eye¬ 
sore to a spic-and-span Boy Scout 
camp. The club’s work was lauded 
in an editorial a few days later 
in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 

“But there still is a lot of work 
to be done,” said Hendrickson. 
“We’re planning work now which 
will take us about another 2,500 
man-hours.” 

Funds permitting, construction 
will include a concrete dining hall 
(with kitchen), an 18-by-30-foot 
storage building and a number of 
three-sided Adirondack structures 
for sleeping facilities. 

“We especially want to thank 
all Management Club members 
who turned out on May 15 and 
worked so hard,” said Jack Brit¬ 
tain, club prexy. 

“We feel sure that members 
will respond the same way when 
we issue a definite call for help 
to complete the project.” 


enlisted as a flying cadet in 1940 
and was commissioned in 1941. 
He arrived in Manila two weeks 
before Pearl Harbor. With other 
officers he was evacuated to Ba¬ 
taan where they held out until 
April 9, 1942. 

After shifting from one prison 
to another he was sent to Japan 
by ship and survived two sink¬ 
ings en route. He was later trans¬ 
ferred to Mukden, Manchuria, 
where he was liberated by the 
Russians on Aug. 17, 1945, im¬ 
mediately following VJ day. 

But Savage’s close escapes 
didn’t end there. In 1946, on a 
night flight from Dayton to Den¬ 
ver, a faulty altimeter resulted 
in the crash of his twin-engine 
C-45 as he approached Fort Leav¬ 
enworth, Kan., for a refueling 
stop. 

Savage, however, doesn’t be¬ 
lieve his narrow escapes have 
anything to do with the fact that 
he is the 13th child of a family 
of 13 children. 

“Could have happened to any¬ 
body in the air force,” said • the 
easy-going colonel. 


Convair Couple Both 
Killed in Car Crash 

George A. Smith, Sr., Dept. 22- 
5 SD, and his wife were killed 
May 11 in a highway accident 
near Cedar City, Utah. He had 
been in poor health for some time 
and had been receiving treatment 
in an Arizona hospital. They are 
survived by a son, George A. 
Smith, Jr., of San Diego. 

JITTERBUGS WIN 

Loyde Cerda, Dept. 46 SD, and 
Margaret Tracy, Dept. 22, placed 
second and third in elimination 
rounds in a jitterbug contest 
May 22 in Oceanside. Bob Mol- 
lett, Dept. 340, emcees the con¬ 
test which runs on Saturday 
nights and will reach the finals 
June 5. 



Camp Gets Face-Lifting as 1,000 
Convair Club Men Donate Time 


CHOW DOWN—Convair FW Management Club members take time out during "Operation 
Swish," their clean-up campaign at Boy Scout camp, for a snack. Note expression on youngster's 
face! 
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'Rejuvenated' Model 240 Returns 
To Work After Overhaul at SD 


A “rejuvenated” Convair-Liner i 
Model 240 left San Diego May 20 
on a return flight to active duty 
with Canadian Pacific Air Lines. 

First Convair-built commercial 
airplane to be returned to the 
company for overhaul, the model 
240 has been undergoing a com¬ 
plete restoration in all phases at 
Convair SD since February. 

“Canadian Pacific was very 
pleased with the airplane on the 
return flight,” said J. V. Dickson, 
head of parts sales. “It flew non¬ 
stop from San Diego to Seattle in 
four hours, 20 minutes.” 

Dickson and J. F. Glenn, super¬ 
intendent of 340 final assembly 
under whose direction the work 
was completed, made the flight 
with CPAL representatives. 

“The entire program has been 
carried out with a minimum of 
delay thanks to splendid work by 
Foremen Floyd Rowland and his 



BACKFIRE—As club commit¬ 
tee chairman, Bob Elo of Dept. 
43 handed out a lot of "Mugs o' 
the Month" at Management Club 
meetings in San Diego. Last 
month he won one himself. 


i crews who did the overhaul, the 
men under Charles Wallman who 
handled inspection and field 
operations crews under C. C. 
Baker,” Dickson said. 


Dance at Casino 
Will Mark Annual 
ladies' Night' at FW 

Convair FW Management Club 
members will give their wives a 
chance to dress their fanciest 
when the club holds its annual 
Ladies Night June 19. 

The dance and entertainment 
program will be held at The Ca¬ 
sino from 8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Dress will be informal. 

A. E. Northcott, program chair¬ 
man, said that Jimmy Joy and 
his orchestra will provide dance 
music. Nick Lucas and his sing¬ 
ing troubadours will be on hand 
in the entertainment end, as well 
as the Cell Block Seven, a Dixie¬ 
land combo from Dallas. Tickets 
will be available for $1.50 a 
couple. 


Swiss Firm Inquires 
About Cost Methods 

Convair SD cost reduction sec¬ 
tion reported this week that pub¬ 
licity concerning Convair methods 
which has appeared during the 
last year in national trade pub¬ 
lications has brought a variety of 
inquiries. Requests for further 
details about the ES and CIP 
programs and the MacSave-it 
awards, etc., have come from 12 
states and Canada and even Eu¬ 
rope. Most distant inquiry was 
from Verlag Organisator AG, 
Zurich, Switzerland. 


CONVAIR DAUGHTER 
ON TV SHOW 

Karen Kay Dobbs, 11, daughter 
of O. M. Dobbs of Dept. 258 at 
Plant 2 SD, is among the regular 
performers in a KFMB-TV show 
on channel 8 from 10 to 11 every 
Saturday. Karen Kay and her 
sisters (Convairiety, Sept. 10/ 
1952) have been entertaining on 
radio and TV in the San Diego 
area for a number of years. 


Old-Timer Retires 


Daingerfield Pioneer Recalls 
First Building Housed 'Tunnel' 


M. G. English, who retired in 
May shortly after passing his 
65th birthday, is already a little 
“homesick” for Convair Dainger¬ 
field. 


“Arnold said he had come from 
San Diego for only a couple of 
years,” recalled English. “And 
now — about eight years later — 
he's still there.” 


His retirement at Daingerfield 
was observed when J. E. Arnold, 
manager of the Convair operation 
.there, presented him with a 
watch. 

English not only was one of 
the first Convair employees to be 
hired at Daingerfield he also 
helped build the plant. He later 
became successively assistant 
foreman and foreman, the job he 
held upon retirement to an apart¬ 
ment at 1019 Southland in Fort 
Worth. 

The old-timer was working at 
the Lone Star Steel Co. plant 
when Arnold first came to Dain¬ 
gerfield in 1945. 


The first building, English re¬ 
members, was “practically noth¬ 
ing but an empty structure with 
a wind tunnel running through 
it.” 

Born near Durango, Texas, in 
1889, English graduated in en¬ 
gineering at Texas A&M in 1909 
and started a career in construc¬ 
tion work which took him vir¬ 
tually around the globe before he 
settled in Daingerfield. One of 
them was an aqueduct from 
Mount Parnassus to Athens in 
Greece! 

“My years at Convair were as 
interesting as any in my life,” 
said English. 



RETIRING—J. E. Arnold, Daingerfield manager, right, presents 
watch to M, G, English on occasion of latter's retirement. 





AMONG HIS SOUVENIRS—These faded photos are some 30 or 40 years old. They are owned by 
Felix J. Rossol of Dept. 22 SD who this month starts his 41st year in aircraft. Above is pursuit ship he 
helped build for Gallaudet, which he believes is first all-metal plane. Only prop was wooden. Machine 
guns fired between blades. 


Some old ones. Top is HS2, 
World War I boat. Below is a 
1915 job. Two four-cylinder Due- 
senbergs turned a four-blade prop 
in middle of fuselage! 


GET A BROOM!—This was where Rossol started in business. 
Contraption had prop at each end! 


A FAR CRY — Felix Rossol, 
Convair old-timer, examines pho¬ 
to of XFY-I, vertical takeoff 
plane, in sharp contrast to planes 
he worked on 40 years ago. 


OLD-TIMERS AT BUFFALO—Left to right: Tom Kenney, then 
Consolidated secretary; Rossol, then chief of materials; George 
Newman, Sr., factory manager; I. M. Laddon, then chief engineer; 
Ray Whitman, then chief inspector, now a vice president of Bell 
Aircraft, and Larry Bell, then a Consolidated executive, now head 
of Bell. 


As Convair Looks Back on 31 Years, 
Rossol Recalls 40 in the Business 


This month marks an anniver¬ 
sary for Felix J. Rossol of Dept. 
22 at San Diego, an anniversary 
that very few at Convair have 
ever celebrated before. It marks 
the end of his fortieth year in 
the aircraft business. 

It started in June of 1914 at 
Norwich, Connecticut (not far, in¬ 
cidentally, from Groton, where 
Electric Boat Division of General 
Dynamics is located) in a wooden 
shed on the Thames. Inside the 
shed were several hand saws, a 
joiner, a shaper, a lathe and a 
drill press, most of it neck deep 
in sawdust. Gallaudet Aircraft 
Co.'s first order to him was: 
“Here’s the broom.” 

“A good many times in the 
following years friends advised 
me to get out of that ‘crazy 
flying machine business/ be¬ 
cause it never would amount to 
anything,” Rossol recalled. “Al¬ 
though I half believed them, I 
never did.” 

In those days it took a carpen¬ 
ter to build an airplane and there 
was no such thing as a production 
model. Everything was experi¬ 
mental! 

Rossol moved with Gallaudet to 
East Greenwich, R. I., in 1917— 
one of the only half dozen em¬ 
ployees the company had—and 
lived through the mad wartime 
production that followed during 
which Gallaudet grew to some 
1,600 employees building HS2 pa¬ 
trol flying boats. He was in 
charge of stores, dispatching and 


receiving. 

With the end of World War I 
Gallaudet's activity died. For a 
time there wasn’t anyone at the 
plant except a watchman. 

“It was about 1920 that Major 
Fleet (Major Reuben Fleet, later 
head of Consolidated Aircraft 
Corp.) came as general manager,” 
Rossol recalled. “We had several 
projects, among them a ‘day 
bomber’ that was partly steel and 
partly wood and fabric, and a 
pursuit job that I believe was the 
first all-metal plane built. Those 
were hectic days in the shift from 
wood to metal. Carpenters gave 
way to silversmiths!” 

When Consolidated was 
formed — May 29, 1923 — 31 



“Can Johnny come out and 
play?” 


company took over Gallaudet’s 
aviation assets. Rossol was 
among them. A year later he 
was sent to Buffalo to pave the 
way for the company’s move 
to that city where it took over 
a wartime Curtiss plant. 

“I hired eight men to unload 
three freight cars that held most 
of our equipment.” 

When the company again moved 
—this time to San Diego in 1935 
—Rossol went along. However, in 
1937 he retired for reasons of 
health. Otherwise, the doctors 
gave him only a few years to live. 
But it wasn’t long before the air¬ 
craft business beckoned again and 
he was back, this time with Ryan 
and later Solar. Ultimately he 
came back to his first love— 
Convair. 

“I’ve never regretted sticking 
to this ‘crazy flying machine’ 
business. It has been absorbing 
and exciting. And what wonders 
I have seen!” 


Convair SD Men to 
Talk at Conference 

Henry A. Smith, chief plant 
engineer at Convair SD, and J. F. 
Hopkins, manager of office serv¬ 
ices, will appear on the program 
of the Pacific Coast Gas Associa¬ 
tion conference June 2 and 3 at 
La Valencia Hotel, La Jolla. They 
will speak on the design and con¬ 
struction of buildings with re¬ 
spect to minimum maintenance 
requirements. 
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Fran k Pa ce Jr. Commends Convair Recreation Association at Annua I D inner 



DIRECTORS—General Dynamics Corporation Board of Directors members who attended dinner 
honoring CRA are: back row, left to rignt: L. J. Gross, Henry M. Marx, Roger I. Harris, I. M. Laddon, 
Clifton M. Miller, Ellsworth C. Alvord, S. R. Inch, Lawrence B. Richardson. Front row same order: 
J. Geoffrey Notman, O. Pomeroy Robinson, Jr., J. V. Naish, executive vice president of Convair; 
Frank Pace, Jr., executive vice president of General Dynamics Corporation; Gen. Joseph T. Mc- 
Narney, president of Convair and senior vice president of General Dynamics Corporation; Emory 
S. Land, George W. Codrington, La Motte T. Cohu. Board members who were in Fort Worth for 
board meeting, but who could not attend dinner, were: Donald N. McDonnell, Richard C. Patterson, 
Jr., Robert F. Windfohr and Thomas A. Scott. 

Plant-Wide Color Photo Contest 
On Vacations 7 Is Announced 

A plant-wide photo contest for “plain garden variety 
snapshooters” was announced this week by the CRA cam¬ 
era activity. 

Camera club members have disqualified themselves for 
the contest to give others all the more chance, according 


to Stan Orrick, CRA commis¬ 
sioner. 

But the only entries which can 
be accepted will be color slides 
of 35 millimeter or 2*4 by 2 1 / 4 
size. 

Theme of the snapshots will be 
“vacations”. Subject matter can 
be scenic, such as the example 
shown below, or can be people 
engaged in any outdoor activity— 
day or night. 

No pictures other than those 
will be accepted. 

Any such pictures made on or 
after Nov. 1, 1953 may be sub¬ 
mitted. 


Entries will be accepted in the 
CRA office at any time until 
Sept. 17, deadline for the contest. 
Contestants should include with 
their entries their names, addres¬ 
ses, departments, when and where 
the picture was made, and its 
title, if any. 

Upon close of entries, the pho¬ 
tos will be judged by competent 
members of the CRA camera ac¬ 
tivity at the CRA Center on 
Sept. 27. 

Prizes for the winners will be 
announced later. 


Convairiety Extends 
Thanks to Helpers— 

To get these pictures into 
print to show the Convair party 
honoring CRA Thursday night, 
Convairiety had to enlist some 
help and rely on the co-oper¬ 
ation of a number of people. 

The pictures were shot by 
Aaron Murray, of the photo 
lab, who also developed the 
film and dried the negatives 
immediately. He turned the 
negatives over to Jim House, 
active amateur photographer, 
at 11 p.m. House printed the 
photographs, dried them and 
delivered them to Convairiety 
at 2 a.m. Friday. 

Convairiety’s sincere thanks 
go to all. 

Neighbors Will 
Play at Dance 

Paul Neighbors, termed one of 
the nation’s most talked-about 
musical personalities, will occupy 
the bandstand on Saturday, June 
5 at the Casino. 

His orchestra will provide 
plenty of good dancing music for 
Convair couples from 8:30 p.m. 
’til 1 a.m. 

Convair employees will be ad¬ 
mitted with their dates for 50 
cents per person. 

“All you need is your identifi¬ 
cation card and a ticket which 
may be obtained from the CRA 
office,” said I. M. Pemberton, 
CRA ballroom dancing commis¬ 
sioner. 

These tickets are also available 
from department clerks. 

On Saturday, June 12, Curley 
Broiles will play for another 
evening of dancing at the Casino. 
The cost is 25 cents per person 
with tickets and identification 
card. 

Pemberton invited all Convair 
employees to come out to the 
dances. 



VACATION SCENE—This is type picture CRA Camera Activity 
is looking for. Contest opens toaay for Convair FW employees. 



HEAD TABLE—Seated at head table during dinner honoring 
CRA May 27 at River Crest Country Club are: J. D. White, CRA 
secretary; Mrs. White; W. E. Eldred, vice president; Mrs. Eldred; 
I. M. Pemberton, 1953 president; Frank Pace, Jr., former secretary 
of the Army and executive vice president of General Dynamics 
Corporation; Sid Richardson, prominent Fort Worth oil man; and 
August C. Esenwein, Convair vice president. 



CRA DINNER—Other half of head table at dinner honoring 
CRA are: Gen. Jbseph T. McNarney, Convair president and senior 
vice president of General Dynamics Corporation; Mrs. Esenwein; 
F. E. Chambers, manager of industrial relations and security; Mrs. 
Chambers; Hank Wendorf, CRA president; Mrs. Wendorf; M. A. 
Stewart, former vice-president of CRA; Mrs. Stewart; Bill Parrish, 
CRA treasurer. In the foreground is J. E. Arnold, manager of Con¬ 
vair Daingerfield. 


Pace Says Convair People 
Help Make Nation Secure 

Convair employees have a “special responsibility—and 
a special privilege: they are providing the nation with 
security. They are making possible a way of life for which 
thousands of our ancestors died . . .” 

Those were the words of Frank Pace Jr., former secre¬ 


tary of the army and now execu¬ 
tive vice president of General 
Dynamics Corporation, of which 
Convair is a part. 

He spoke—informally but pow¬ 
erfully—at River Crest Country 
Club Thursday night at the dinner 
Convair gives annually as an ex¬ 
pression of appreciation for the 
volunteer work done by members 
of the Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation employee council. 

Pace, at one time director of 
the nation’s Bureau of the Budget, 
pointed out that although Con¬ 
vair employees are engaged in 
building aircraft which would be 
used in event of war, actually in 
effect “you are instrumental in 
assuring the nation’s peace.” 

He stated that nowhere else 
on the face of the earth do people 
exercise such freedom of religion, 
freedom of thought, and freedom 
of expression. 

“And Convair employees make 
up a team which is doing more 
to preserve those freedoms than 
any other group in the world,” 
he added. 

He described the American peo¬ 
ple as “realizing that weakness is 
intolerable, and that the only way 
to maintain our way of life is 


through strength so great that 
an aggressor dares not challenge 
us.” 

Master of ceremonies for the 
affair was F. E. Chambers, man¬ 
ager of industrial relations and 
security, who gave a brief sum¬ 
mary of CRA activities and prais¬ 
ed the work of CRA Employee 
Council members. 

CRA was likewise lauded by 
August C. Esenwein, Convair vice 
president and Convair Fort Worth 
manager, who introduced Gen. 
Joseph T. McNarney, Convair 
president and a senior vice presi¬ 
dent of General Dynamics Cor¬ 
poration. 

McNarney said he keeps up 
with CRA activities by reading 
Convairiety, and that he is con¬ 
vinced QRA is a “howling suc¬ 
cess.” 

Gen. McNarney then introduced 
Pace as the principal speaker. 

In the course of the evening, 
I. M. Pemberton, immediate past 
president of CRA, was presented 
a set of luggage by Convair. CRA 
presented Esenwein with a seat 
stick, a gadget designed to give 
the user a chance to sit down 
when there isn’t a chair, such as 
at a golf tournament or the like. 


GRA Activities 


Beach Opens June 5! 


(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation, an organization to which all Convair 
employees belong. Financed by proceeds from 
candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees 


who are commissioners of various activities. The 
association is run by employees for the benefit 
and recreation of employees. All Convair people 
should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3146. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Britain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3159. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. 
E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 


CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, Col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Broun, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Laurence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. Championship play-off 
12:30 p.m. June 5. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. 


LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, 
commissioner, ext. 5138. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot 
aisle. Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, 
ext. 7127. Bob Sloan, ext. 7111, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult 
and children’s riding classes, contact CRA 
office, ext. "SHI. 


SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner. LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and 
advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tues¬ 
days at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner. ext. 5141. Regular play 7:30 p.m. 
June 8, 13. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis- 
ioner, ext. 5141. Play discontinued for 
summer. 


WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for 
first sh;ft 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday at CRA Center; for second 
and third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 
Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonheim, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
ext. 377. 
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Spring Tourney June 12, 13 
For CRA Archers at Ranch 


CRA Jets Off 
To Good Start 


Convair robinhoods will have a chance to demonstrate 
their prowess next weekend when the CRA archery ac¬ 
tivity holds its spring tournament. 

H. L. Lucas, archery commissioner, said he expected 
entries from all over the southwest for the two-day contest. 


Saturday, June 12, the tourna¬ 
ment will get under way at 8 a.m. 
with the first half of York shoot 
for men. This is shooting 72 ar¬ 
rows at 100 yards, 48 at 80 yards 
and 24 at 60 yards. 

Other events scheduled for this 
time are women’s first American 
and first junior American. They 
are 30 arrows shot at a distance 
of 30, 40 and 50 yards. 

At 1 p.m., the second half of 
men’s York will start as well as 
the second part of the junior 
American. At that time, women’s 
Columbia will also get under way. 
This is 30 arrows shot at 40, 50, 
60 yards. 

A clout shoot, 36 arrows at a 
distance of 180 yards to a 48 foot 
target on the ground, will begin 
at 4 p.m. 

On Sunday, June 13, a flight 
shoot will open the second day 
of the tournament at 7 a.m. This 
consists of archers shooting a 
limit of six arrows. Distance is 
the key factor and the arrow 
shot farthest will win. 

At 8:30 a.m., the men’s first 
half American will run concur¬ 


rently with the second half of 
women’s American. The third 
part of the junior American will 
also be held at this time. 

At 1 p.m., the archers will re¬ 
sume activity with the second 
portion of men’s American and 
the second half of women’s Col¬ 
umbia. At this time the final 
shooting for junior American will 
also be held. 

The men’s combination York 
and Double American score will 
take the four tournament rotating 
trophy. The women’s combined 
Columbia and Double American 
takes the women’s four tourna¬ 
ment trophy. 

Entries should be sent to Lucas 
at 4908 Marks Place, Fort Worth. 

There is no registration fee for 
Convair employees. Fees for non- 
Convair people are $2.50 for men 
and women and $2 for juniors. 

Lucas invited all Convair em¬ 
ployees interested in archery to 
participate in the tournament or 
come out to the CRA ranch and 
watch the event. 



Hale Instructs YMCA Members 
In Pistol, Rifle Shooting 

I. B. Hale, manager of industrial security at Convair 
FW, is spending his Sunday afternoons giving Fort Worth 
residents the benefit of many years as a crack marksman. 

Hale, who is chairman of Camp Carter Committee Man¬ 
agement, is instructing YMCA members in pistol, rifle and 


shotgun shooting. 

The kick-off for the nine-week 
series was May 23 at the Camp 
Carter Rifle and Pistol Range 
where Hale gave instructions in 
safe handling of firearms. 

Fundamentals of shooting will 
also be taught. Eventually parti¬ 
cipants will have a chance at the 
targets and practice to better 
the shooting. 

The program is sponsored by 
the YMCA for its youth and 
adult members. 

Hale is donating his time to 
give the students the benefit of 
his shooting experience. During 
four of his 11 years in the FBI, 
he instructed agents in marks¬ 
manship. He also teaches Convair 
FW industrial security guards 
how to handle a gun. 

Hale was international indi¬ 
vidual pistol champion in 1946. 


He holds a master rating, the 
highest available. 

Interested persons may learn 
more about the classes by con¬ 
tacting Hale or the Fort Worth 
YMCA. 

Tucknies Seeks 
Sea Divers— 

Ed Tucknies needs a deep sea 
diver. 

During “Operation: Splash” 
May 22 at CRA beach on Eagle 
Mountain Lake, the CRA basket¬ 
ball commissioner tried out his 
new outboard motor for the first 
time. 

He dropped it in the lake. 

At press time, Ed and friends 
were still grappling for the 
motor—with no results. 



SILHOUETTE—H. L. Lucas strikes dramatic pose against dusk 
skies while practicing for CRA Spring Archery Tournament. 


CRA’s “16 and under” team— 
the CRA Jets—is off to a good 
start with a no-loss record in 
three games. 

In their season opener, the Jets 
downed the Cooley Lumber Co. 
team with a 10-0 score. 

Pitcher Gene Carter chalked 
up a no-hit, no-run game. Bobby 
Harris helped out with three hits 
in three tries at bat. Included 
was a triple. 

In the second game of the 
season, the Jets squeezed through 
the Knights of Pythias club with 
a 6-5. 

Mock Stewart started on the 
mound in the close, hard fought 
game, but was relieved by Carter 
in the fourth inning. 

Williard Reynolds on the mound 
for the Jets pitched his team to a 
10-point margin victory over the 
River Oaks Lions in their third 
game and allowed but three hits. 

Ronnie Miller, shortstop, got a 
three for three, including a triple, 
and Bobby Harris, Jim Brock, and 
Reynolds tripled for the winners. 

On Friday, June 4, the Jets will 
try again with the Knights of 
Pythias nine at Rockwood Park. 
The game will get under way at 
8 p.m. 

“This will be an important 
game to the team,” said A1 Law- 
ley, CRA Little League commis¬ 
sioner, “as it may determine the 
pennant winner. 

All Convair employees were in¬ 
vited to attend the game. 

Bridge Lessons 
Held Fridays 

Convair FW’s CRA bridge ac¬ 
tivity is starting a new series 
of instruction for Convair em¬ 
ployees interested in learning 
more about bridge. 

“The classes are designed to 
teach some of the fine points of 
the game to those unfamiliar with 
them or those who just want to 
‘brush up’,” said Wendell Eldred, 
CRA bridge commissioner. 

The series opened last Friday 
with blackboard instructions on 
duplicate bridge fundamentals. 

This week, June 4, instruction 
in the finer points of the Goren 
Point Count system will get under 
way at 8 p.m. The regular ses¬ 
sion of play will follow. 

On June 11, Blackwood Slam 
Convention will be discussed by 
H. H. Pinkerton with blackboard 
instructions. 

Two sections of master point 
play will follow the class. 

Calcutta and individual play 
are scheduled for June 18. 

Eldred emphasized that inter¬ 
ested bridge players don’t neces¬ 
sarily need a partner to come to 
the sessions. 


CRA Group to Play 
In FW Tourney 

CRA promises to be well repre¬ 
sented in the Fort Worth Open 
Table Tennis Tournament June 
12 at the CRA Center. 

A large group from the CRA 
table tennis activity is planning 
on entering the day-long event 
which will get started at 9 a.m. 
and continue ’til midnight. 

Events are open in men’s 
singles, men’s doubles, women’s 
singles, women’s doubles, mixed 
doubles, and junior singles. 

A $1 entry fee will be charged 
for the first event entered and 
25 cents for each additional event. 

John Rangel, CRA table tennis 
commissioner, said trophies and 
medals will be awarded. 

Registrations will be taken in 
the CRA office, ext. 5141. 

Award Winners Will 
Be Named June 14 

CRA activity will make the top 
three awards of the year at their 
June 14 meeting, Stan Orrick, 
commissioner, announced this 
week. 

Photographer of the year, print 
of the year and slide of the year 
will be named at the meeting at 
the CRA Center. 



TOUCHE—Audre Magee of plant engineering poses here just to 
announce that CRA will start fencing activity in near future. Details 
are available at CRA office. Audre isn't. 


Classes Set Up (or Boat Races 
At CRA Beach Opener June 5 


Six classes were set up this week for Convair FW em¬ 
ployees who plan to race their boats in this week's CRA 
beach opening June 5. 

Class one is for boats 11 feet or longer. Motors which 
may be used are: five horsepower Evinrude, Johnson, 


mercury, Scott-Atwater, Chris 
Craft, Sea King, Firestone 5, and 
Flambeau and Martin 45 and 
Champion 4.2 hp. 

Class two is for boats 11 feet 
or longer with 7% hp. Evinrudes, 
Scott-Atwater, Champions, El- 
gins, Firestones, or Martin 60 and 
75’s, Mercury KE 4, or Wizard 
six hp. 

In 12-feet or longer boats, the 
following motors are acceptable: 
10 hp. Johnson, Scott-Atwater, 
Evinrude 9.8, Lightfour and Mar¬ 
tin 100. 

Wizards, Chris Crafts, Mer¬ 
cury Lightning, Super 10, Mark 
15, KG-4 Mercury, 12 hp Sea 
Kings, and Buccaneers may be 
used in class four, 12 feet or 
longer boats. 


Class five includes 12 feet or 
longer boats with the following 
motors: 15 hp. Evinrude, 16 hp. 
Johnson, Mark 20 Mercury, Mer¬ 
cury Cruiser, Wizard Power- 
matic, Mercury KG-7, Hurricane, 
16 hp. Evinrude four cylinder, 16 
Scott-Atwater or 16 Elgin. 

In the sixth class, for 12 feet 
or longer boats, 25 hp. or 22 hp. 
Evinrudes or Johnsons may be 
used. 

The race is open only to Con¬ 
vair FW employees or members 
of their families. 

Regulations are available at 
the CRA office. Additional in¬ 
formation may be obtained from 
“Chuck” Van Dyke, chairman of 
the event at ext. 6107 or 3206. 



CENSORED—Jack Fain appears a bit distressed after near-miss 
on putt while W. P. Tharp plugs ears. They're players in Tooling 
Dept. Golf Tournament. 
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ON THE ISLAND—Candid shots of Convair "delegation" that spends week 
days on San Clemente, left to right: E. D. Stoeckert painting in spare time; Navy 
chow line; A. H. Horn, fishing with island skyline in background; commonest 

Convair Field Units Include 'Island 
Outposts' a Full Continent Apart 

Convair now has two fairly remote “island outposts.” They are a continent apart and 
in two different oceans. Both are comparatively small, but their numbers are no key to 
the importance of their tasks—development of projects of a classified nature. 

One is in the Pacific, situated on San Clemente Island not far off the coast of San 
Diego. The other is on a s andy strip of land separated by water from the coast 
of Florida. 


pastime, cards; W. P. Simons, Navy CPO, W. C. Cleveland, and F. W. Snivelv, 
CPO, by airplane that helps Convair men commute. Security prevents photograpn- 
ing Convair men at work. 


^Daytona 

Beach 


J K v Cape 
’Orlando Janavaral 




W»t 

Palin 

Beach 


OH 


obee 


Map shows approximate loca¬ 
tion of Convair Californians 
transplanted in Florida. 
AAA 

Banana River 

Convair’s “Atlantic coast out¬ 
post” is down among the Florida 
palms and sandspurs. It is near¬ 
ing its first full year of operation, 
for it was about last August that 
the group—mainly engineers—left 
San Diego to reverse the “West¬ 
ward Ho” trend. 

“Their headquarters is at Cape 
Canaveral, an auxiliary Air 
Force Base which is roughly half 
way between Daytona Beach and 
West Palm Beach,” R. V. Werner, 
head of SD engineering’s trajec¬ 
tory instrumentation group, re¬ 
ported. Werner has overall charge 
of the project, by remote control 
from San Diego. Walter Fish, 
based in Florida, has direct 
charge as operations manager. 

Near Cape Canaveral (pro¬ 
nounced canAVeral) is Patrick 
Air Force Base, with the Air 
Force Missile Test Center. The 
area has been called the chief 
launching site of the nation’s 
longest guided missile and pilot¬ 
less aircraft testing range. The 
range extends more than 1,000 
miles south by southeast to near 
Puerto Rico. 

“There are about a dozen of us 
that can be called 'permanent,’ ” 
Fish said on a recent visit to San 
Diego. “But there is a constant 
coming and going of Convair 
people and some have fairly long 
periods of duty with us. 

“Most of us live in Cocoa Beach, 
about 12 miles from our office 
building on the base. At least 
a half dozen have their families 
with them. We have a bowling 
team and there is plenty of fish¬ 
ing and boating for recreation. 
The nearest town of any size is 
Orlando, population 50,000, which 
is 65 miles away.” 

Cape Canaveral and Cocoa 
Beach are located on a sort of 
island, separated from the main¬ 
land by the spring-fed Banana 
River. The river, however, is part 
salt water and is affected by the 
tides. The “island” is connected 
to the mainland by causeways. 

The Cape Canaveral base is 
largely civilian, operated by Pan- 
American under contract. There 
are a number of other contractors 


with representatives present, such 
as Boeing, Northrop, North 
American, Martin. 

This isn’t Convair’s only “in¬ 
vasion” of Florida. 

Time was when Convair had a 
Miami Division that in World 
War II produced components for 
B-24s, A-35s, P-38s and F-4Us. 
It hit a top employment of 2,583. 

But right now the Cape Canav¬ 
eral outfit has the distinction of 
being not only among Convair’s 
smallest separate units, but also 
the farthest away from home. 

AAA 

San Clemente 

Closer to “home” but farther 
from “civilization” is the Pacific 
coast installation located about 
70 air miles from the California 
mainland. It is the “younger 
brother” of the two “outposts,” 
having moved to San Clemente 
Island last November. 

Transportation poses a problem 
since the island is completely con¬ 
trolled by the government and is 
“off-limits” to civilian vessels. 
Navy ships make periodic calls 
leaving supplies, and small Naval 
transport aircraft shuttle passen¬ 
gers. 

“We take advantage of the 
Navy’s ‘commuter’ service, send¬ 
ing our 14 engineers out Monday 
mornings and back Friday after¬ 
noons to San Diego,” said Orson 
Wade, engineering search and 


homing radar group, who directs 
the project from SD. W. C. Cleve¬ 
land is in charge at the island 
site. 

San Clemente’s cliffs rise out 
of the Pacific to tower as high 
as 2,000 feet, making it an ideal 
location for its most common 
task—a target for Navy bombard¬ 
ment — and home for its most 
common inhabitant — wild goats. 
They make up a majority of the 
“population” on the island. 

However, one end of the island 
serves as a base for a small iso¬ 
lated group of mixed service per¬ 
sonnel and a few civilians. In a 
sheltered cove is a pier, mess 
halls, barracks, a gymnasium, 
small projection room for movies 
and TV, work areas and office 
space. Convair engineers become 
a part of this community during 
the week. 

“We go strictly GI,” Cleveland 
said. “We eat Navy chow, sleep 
in Navy barracks and take part 
in all the off-duty recreation on 
the base.” 

In addition to organized activi¬ 
ties, several of the Convair group 
have imported their own hobbies. 
A. H. Horn is a rabid fisherman, 
C. T. Sears has taken up oil 
painting “by the numbers” and 
A. D. Risley is building a small 
fishing boat. E. D. Stoeckert 
brought along his phonograph and 
some language records and is 
learning Spanish! 


Headquarters for Cape Canaveral outfit is this building. It's 
air conditioned for summer, and it's a good thing., because Florida 
can get warmish, even near the water. 


On steps of one of mobile units where they work are members 
of San Clemente Island unit from SD: W. C. Cleveland, A. H. 
Horn, J. A. Horst, A. M. Ong, H. E. Rennacker, A. D. Risley, C. T. 
Sears, E. D. Stoeckert, R. J. Wimberger. 


Substantial Phone Bill 
Cut Goal at Convair SD 

A 20 per cent reduction in the cost of long distance 
telephone calls was noted at the conclusion of the first 
month of a drive to reduce costs of telephone communica¬ 
tions at Convair SD. 


“This saving represents only 
one phase of telephone communi¬ 
cations and is an indication that 
additional reductions can be real¬ 
ized,” said J. F. Hopkins, mana¬ 
ger of office services and chair¬ 
man of a committee appointed by 
Division Manager B. F. Coggan 
to study the problem. Committee 
members are J. R. Herbig, mana¬ 
ger of budgets, H. A. Smith, chief 
plant engineer, and D. A. Woell- 
ner, manager, systems and pro¬ 
cedures. 

“Convair SD spends approxi¬ 
mately $600,000 annually on tele¬ 
phone communications,” Hopkins 


Group photo includes "permanent" Convair people at Cape Canaveral, some visitors of long and 
short stays, as well as Air Force and RCA people with whom they work. First row, left to right: Rob¬ 
ert Blumling (AF), George Fitzgerald (RCA), R. W. H. Keller, Robert Wehrmann, Charles Sherwin, Joe 

Blackwood, Capt. J. J. Quintis (AF), Robert Campbell, Donald Hutchins, James Van Caster, Walter Mandel, T. T. 
Witkowski, William Praetorius, Alfred Wilson, Ed Fazekas, M. D. Bear, Harry Penny (RCA). Back row: R. A. Nichols, 
R. V. Werner, Kelsie Lawrence (RCA), William Scattergood (RCA), J. Stanley Siegal, Walter Fish, Barbara Waddell, 
R. C. Weaver, J. W. Crooks, Jr„ R. W. Mullis, Holmes Somers (AF), Walter Buniger. 


added. “We are currently engaged 
in a survey with representatives 
of the telephone company to de¬ 
termine methods of reducing this 
cost. The fact the month ending 
May 15 showed a 20 per cent re¬ 
duction in long distance calls is 
a good sign we are on the right 
track.” 

Hopkins pointed out that the 
survey would be made in all de¬ 
partments to help improve com¬ 
munications as well as reduce 
their costs. He asked that depart¬ 
ment heads and telephone users 
cooperate with the .group conduct¬ 
ing the survey. 

Hopkins made two suggestions 
for helping reduce costs immedi¬ 
ately: never make a long dis¬ 
tance call when a wire or teletype 
message would be sufficient; and 
don’t crowd company lines with 
personal calls but use pay stations 
located throughout the division. 


Hopkins in Paris For 
Manufacturers* Meet 

John Jay Hopkins, president 
and chairman of the board of 
General Dynamics, was in Paris 
late last month attending the sec¬ 
ond International Conference of 
Manufacturers. Also among the 
aviation executives attending was 
Edmund T. Price of Solar Air¬ 
craft, San Diego. 


DELTA MODELS 

Eight thousand Boy Scouts, 
gathered at San Jose, Calif., last 
month for the annual “Scout-O- 
| Rama,” competed for awards 
among which were some 48 plas- 
I tic model XF-92A delta wings, 
! supplied by Convair. 
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Civil Defense 
Teams Watch 
H-Bomb Blast 

Twelve hundred civil defense 
workers at Convair Fort Worth 
are getting a good look at the 
grim reality of H-bomb blasts in 
the government produced movie 
on “Operation Ivy.” 

But the movie is not for enter¬ 
tainment. 

“We’re showing it as a part of 
civil defense training,” explained 
C. E. Doering, civil defense co¬ 
ordinator at Convair, “and to im¬ 
press upon people the unbeliev¬ 
able force of an H-bomb blast.” 

The picture was made of the 
first H-bomb burst, which was 
set off in the Pacific in 1952. 
That bomb was estimated to have 
had a force equal to two and one- 
half million tons of TNT. 

“And since that time, bombs 
have been tested which are nearly 
20 times that powerful,” said 
Doering. 

At the time of the movie show¬ 
ing, civil defense lieutenants also 
discussed with their teams Con¬ 
vair plans in event of disaster— 
atomic bomb or otherwise. 

“Our present plan calls for 
evacuation of the premises, but 
Fort Worth civil defense officials 
are taking another look, and this 
might lead to changes in our 
plans,” he said. 

“We can empty the plant in 30 
minutes if we have enough ad- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


kt& 

Convairiety herewith introduces a 
new feature called "Rivets." It is de¬ 
signed to relate various incidents 
around Convair that, though of # a per¬ 
sonal nature, nevertheless are also of 
general interest. It will survive, or dis¬ 
appear, depending upon the support 
of readers who contribute "Rivets" they 
have seen or heard, to Convairiety by 
phone or mail. Though the best "Riv¬ 
et" will have a touch of humor, there 
is room too for the unique and the 
unusual. 

★ ★ ★ 

Bus riding back to Fort Worth 
after a hard day tramping around 
Daingerfield with a group of FW 
visitors, Loyd Turner was over¬ 
come by sleep. With some vague 
idea of blackmail in mind, Henry 
Growald talked FW photographer 
Aaron Murray into shooting a 
picture of the sleeper. 

Time passed and Turner 
awakened refreshed. In the mean¬ 
time, however, Growald himself 
had dozed off. Proving that great 
minds run in the same channels, 
Turner got the same idea and 
Murray, non-partisan, snapped 
Growald. 

Checkmate! 

* * * 

Tall Texans Hank Wendorf (six 
feet six barefooted) and Tom 
Croft (six feet five, same way) 
almost stopped the show at a 
recent recreation association con¬ 
vention in Chicago. They arrived 
wearing cowboy boots, which ele¬ 
vated them to nearly seven feet, 
and were promptly roped into 
Don McNeil’s television Breakfast 
Club show. They stood before the 
cameras while Eileen Parker sang. 

Wobbling a trifle on those high 
heels, Croft almost fell while 
mounting the stage—and that 
would have been a scandal for the 
fair name of Texas. But he re¬ 
covered. 

“I only wear ’em at the Fat 
Stock Show and I was out of 
practice,” Tom apologized. 

* * * 

Overheard by Ernie Pechacek 
of personnel as coming from an 
unidentified individual with a 
(Continued on Page 2) 


OPEN WIDE!—New version of Convair Tradewind, turboprop 
transport for Navy, was revealed last week. Photo above is of 
mock-up (slightly retouched for clarity) and graphically shows how 
plane can nuzzle up to assault beach, like an LST. 

Novel Bow Loading' 
Turns Navy's R3Y 
Into a Flying LST' 

Convair’s “bow-loading” version of the R3Y Trade- 
wind, designated the R3Y-2, made its first public appear¬ 
ance last week. 

Most of the public saw only photographs, but members 
of the Aviation Writers’ Association, gathered in conven¬ 
tion at Miami Beach, got a look at a working model, afloat 
in the swimming pool of the luxurious Roney-Plaza Hotel! 
E. G. Stout, Convair authority 


on water based aircraft, was in 
Miami to explain operation of the 
world’s first “flying LST.” 

He pointed out that the ver¬ 
sion is capable of landing guns, 
trucks, supplies or an assault 
company of Marines, directly on 
an enemy beach, similar to the 
manner in which landing craft 
during World War II dumped 
supplies and men and equipment. 
For such an operation, the R3Y-2 
alights offshore and taxis to the 


beach. When the hull touches the 
sand, the bow opens upward and 
a ramp is dropped. To pull off, 
the pilot reverses props and backs 
away. A 30-second taxi run is 
sufficient to send the 80-ton plane 
into the air for a return trip. 

The bow loader is capable of 
carrying 24 tons of cargo. And 
the cargo can be such bulky 
equipment as howitzers, trucks, 
half tracks, etc. The bow door 
(Continued on Page 3) 


Emergency Aid Reports 
On Year of Operations 

Convair employees helped each other to the tune of 
$14,727.65 in the year since June 1, 1953—first year's op¬ 
eration of the Emergency Ai d program of Convair Em- 
ployees Con-Trib-Club, Inc. 

And equally important—they 
received an estimated additional 
$15,000 in benefits. This was in 
assistance rendered them by out¬ 
side agencies, assistance they 
wouldn’t have known about—and 
wouldn’t have obtained—had it 
not been for their contact with 
Con-Trib-Club. 

“Family Service Association 
deserves the credit for this,” 
commented Milton Stewart, Emer¬ 
gency Aid chairman. “Because 


FSA counseled on almost all of 
our cases—and made certain that 
employees in distress obtained all 
benefits to which they were en¬ 
titled.” 

(Family Service is an agency 
supported by the United Fund to 
which a portion of Con-Trib-Club 
donations are made.) 

Con-Trib-Club files bulge with 
cases (names are held private and 
confidential) in which FSA con- 
continued on Page 2) 


YC-131C Flies 

To Altitude of 


30,000 Feet 


The Air Force YC-131C proved its mettle at high alti¬ 
tude June 8 with the opening of a three-flight demonstra¬ 
tion program. 

According to B. A. Erickson, manager of flight and 
pilot of the twin-engine turboprop transport, the plane 
reached an altitude of 30,000 feet—the highest a 340-type 
plane has ever flown. 


“Everyone was greatly pleased 
with the performance at this alti¬ 
tude,” said Erickson. “The plane 
handles especially well.” 

The flight was designed to 
measure performance of the 
plane, its power plants and high 
altitude cabin pressurization 
equipment. 

The current flight test program 
of 10 hours is expected to be com¬ 
pleted by the end of the month. 

In the meantime, ship number 
two has moved from its place in 
the hangar building, where Alli¬ 
son turboprop engines were in¬ 
stalled and minor modifications 
were made by development manu¬ 
facturing department. 

On June 4, it was signed over 
to development field operations 
where engine testing is now under 
way. 

Plane two is expected to make 
its first flight with turboprop en¬ 
gines by the end of the month. 

'Cousins' Visit 
Plant at FW 

Convair Daingerfield staff 
members at Fort Worth 
June 8 saw some of their 
own supersonic wind tunnel 
test results shaping into the 
aircraft of the future. 

The seven visitors were at Fort 
Worth as part of the program de¬ 
signed to acquaint Convair folks 
with other divisions. They show¬ 
ed particular interest in Fort 
Worth’s developmental work on 
the supersonic bomber. 

“That’s only natural,” said 
R. J. Volluz, head of Dainger- 
field’s wind tunnel department. 
“Especially since we performed 
supersonic wind tunnel tests for 
this project.” 

They were briefed by W. H. 
Flickinger, development project 
supervisor, and guided through 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Club Praised 
For Work on 
Scout Camp 

Words of praise are being 
directed at Convair FW 
Management Club members 
for their recent work in 
“Operation Swish." 

In a letter read at a meet¬ 
ing of the Board of Control, 
O. P. Leonard, president of 
the Boy Scout Longhorn 
Council, said: 

“Please express our sincere 
appreciation to the’ members of 
the Convair Management Club 
for their outstanding contribu¬ 
tion to Scouting by ‘Operation 
Swish.* 

“The thousands of manhours 
of hard work put into this proj¬ 
ect of renovating the Boy Scout 
Camp Leroy Shuman at Lake 
(Continued on Page 2) 

Annual Ladies Night 
For FW Club Members 
To Be This Saturday 

Saturday’s the night for Con¬ 
vair FW Management Club mem¬ 
bers to let their ladies shine. 

The event is annual ladies night 
and will be held from 8:30 p.m. 
to 1 a.m. Saturday, June 19. 

“We’ve got a good program 
lined up and there’ll be plenty of 
dance music,” said Jack Brittain, 
club president. 

Brittain is referring to Jimmy 
Jay and his orchestra and the 
“Cell Block Seven,” a group from 
SMU, which specializes in Dixie¬ 
land arrangements. 

Tickets for the informal dance 
may be obtained from the club 
ticket committee for $1.50 a 
couple. 


WELCOME —Wes Magnuson and B. G. Reed, extreme left, 
extend welcome to seven Daingerfield supervisors visiting Convair 
Fort Worth. Shown in front of lobby entrance are: R. J. Volluz 
(inside station wagon) and, left to right: L. F. Miller, E. B. Scott, 
L. A. Vaggi, T. D. Delk, P. P. Steger and W. D. Alexander. 
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Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are due 
during the period June 15 through June 
30: 

Fifteen-year: Dept. 6, E. M. Prop per. 
Ten-year: Dept. 10, L. G. Wilson. 
Dept. 18, V. M. Cox. Dept. 24, F. O. 
Ferguson, B. J. McCurry. Dept. 25, J. 

A. Coates, R. D. Liles. 

Dept. 27, D. A. Tullos, J. R. Vance. 
Dept. 29, O. H. Trammell. Dept. 30, G. 
W. Dickey, L. H. Klein. Dept. 31, C. 

T. Armstrong, O. J. Knox, A. R. Wann. 

Dept. 40, F. C. McClure. Dept. 50, J. 
A. Lawdermilk, C. L. Skelton. Dept. 63, 

J. M. Hamil, T. A. Walden. Dept. 65, 


E. M. Propper of 
JJf'* Convair FW, who 
recently received 
15-year service 
. P' n - 


☆ ☆ 


B. F. Bombard, W. Evans, S. Busby, B. 
S. Knowles, W. E. White. 

Dept. 81, E. L. Dillard. Dept. 82, D. 
S. Campbell, R. Grimes, H. L. Ving- 
house. Dept. 92, T. W. Nevil, G. H. 
Ross. Dept. 93, C. M. Jarrett. Dept. 95, 
L. H. Gibson, H. M. Gilbert, C. W. 
White. 

Five-year: Dept. 4, A. M. Flowers, 
R. A. Manke, F. H. Smith. Dept. 6, R. 

L. Ingmire, E. R. Johnson, D. W. Mil- 
burn, J. L. Woods. 

Dept. 9, J. W. Allred. Dept. 14, A. L. 
Bourland, E. M. Shannon. Dept. 20, A. 
W. Reaves, P. E. Simmons. Dept. 22, 

K. T. Abbott, B. G. Gosnell, C. E. Reid. 
Dept. 24, F. M. Clayton, R. G. Freer, 

M. R. Gilley. Dept. 25, W. C. Dobyns, 
J. C. Grimsley, E. T. Lynch, J. Shep¬ 
herd, G. R. Thompson. 

Dept. 27, W. E. Mercer, Jr., A. O. 
Watson. Dept. 31, W. F. Beagles. Dept. 
47, M. L. Brown. Dept. 48, C. A. Webb. 
Dept. 64, C. E. Smith. Dept. 75, L. 

C. Derting, J. U. Norwood. Dept. 81, 

C. L. Holloway, G. A. Wellborn. Dept. 
82, R. C. Loflin. Dept. 93, J. E. Mar¬ 
tin. Dept. 94, M. H. Coker. Dept. 95, 

L. H. Gibson, H. E. Long, J. A. Mc¬ 
Kay, T. H. Robinson, J. C. Speers. 

DAINGERFIELD 

Five-year: Dept. 1, J. A. Cawthon, C. 
E. Jackson, D. Lobrecht, Jr., M. D. 
Bennett, J. C. Westkaemper. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

DOSSIN—Son, Steven Charles, 7 lbs., 
13 Yj oz ., born May 29 to Mr. and Mrs. 
H. A. Dossin, Dept. 64. Mrs. Dossin 
was former Dept. 20-1 employee. 

HAUN—Son, David Drew, 6 lbs., 14 
oz., born May 24 to Mr. and Mrs. L. 

D. Haun, Dept. 94. 

DAINGERFIELD 

CALDWELL—Son, Steven Dale, 8 lbs., 
1 oz., born May 20 to Mr. and Mrs. C. 

U. Caldwell, Dept. 9. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $15 for the 
period ending June 4: 

Dept. 65, Development Manufacturing: 
L. B. Hathcock. 

Dept. 74, Finishing: J. R. Green. 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

CASPER—A. W., Dept. 6-1, died May 
30. Survived by wife and two sons, Cort 
and Craig and parents, Mr. and Mrs. 

V. J. Casper. 

Club Praised for 
Scout Camp Work 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Worth will result without ques¬ 
tion in more boys enjoying the 
camp. 

“Thanks again to a grand 
group of men for their contri¬ 
bution to a program dedicated 
to developing better youth.” 

August C. Esenwein, Convair 
vice president, also joined in the 
prrise. He said in a letter to Jack 
Brittain, club president: 

“May I join with Mr. Leonard 
in thanking you and the members 
of the Convair Management Club 
for this extremely generous and 
worthwhile participation in com¬ 
munity affairs.” 

The Board of Control voted 
unanimously to continue “Opera¬ 
tion Swish.” 

Last Saturday, June 12, about 
200 club members gathered at the 
camp to haul away the remaining 
debris left from the previous 
work. 

“Phase One of the operation is 
in the background,” said R. J. 
Hendrickson, project chairman, 
“but there’s still much ahead of 
us in our next phase.” 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions and transfers to or within 
supervision and professional and adminis¬ 
trative personnel effective June 3: 

Dept. 4, Material: to clerical assistant 
supervisor, M. R. Waldrip. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to senior de¬ 
sign engineer, B. Brown, H. D. Smith, 

W. H. Watson ; to engineering publica¬ 
tions editor, M. W. Clark; to project 
aerophysics engineer, F. A. Curtis, Jr., 
to test engineer, C. W. Dickenson, W. 

E. Draper. 

To senior operations analyst, J. W. 
Dixon ; to senior aerophysics engineer, 
W. L. Evans: to senior nuclear en¬ 
gineer, E. W. Hessee; to nuclear en¬ 
gineer, E. Feinauer; to project aero¬ 
physics engineer, E. H. Krug. 

To engineering writer, E. W. Luns¬ 
ford : to nuclear engineer, G. S. Weller; 
to senior structures engineer, R. W. 
Wooten ; to senior operations analyst, 
L. G. Worthington. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to senior tool en¬ 
gineer, J. C. Burke. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: to as¬ 
sistant foreman, F. E. Hall, D. L. 
Wolff. 

Dept. 61, Final Acceptance: to fore¬ 
man, O. C. Cooper. 

Dept. 62, Flight and Delivery: to as¬ 
sistant foreman, J. E. Barnett, W. V. 
Carlin, M. L. Duncan, L. L. Stephens. 

Dept. 65, Development Manufacturing: 
to assistant foreman, J.E. Grady. 

Dept. 92, Modernization: to assistant 
foreman, A. W. Cain. 

Dept. 93, Modernization: to assistant 
foreman, R. S. Gilliam, A. C. Long. 

Dept. 95, Modernization: to assistant 
foreman, C. H. Cockburn, V. R. Crews, 
B. W. Matthews, T. F. Rogers, E. K. 
South. 

R. J. Volluz Elected 
Chairman at Meet 

R. J. Volluz, chief of the de¬ 
partment which operates the su¬ 
personic wind tunnel at Convair 
Daingerfield, was elected chair¬ 
man last month at an organiza¬ 
tion meeting of representatives 
of 15 of the nation’s major wind 
tunnels. 

Volluz described the meeting as 
particularly valuable because 
“working level” personnel for the 
first time were able to exchange, 
information and ideas on prob¬ 
lems and techniques of conduct¬ 
ing wind tunnel tests of aircraft 
and guided missiles. 

“This face-to-face exchange of 
ideas among aeronautical engi¬ 
neers is essential to the rapid 
advancement of the aeronautical 
sciences.” Said Volluz. 

“Most previous meetings have 
been devoted only to presenting 
the results, without reference to 
the problems and techniques of 
making the tests themselves.” 

After the organization meeting, 
the group toured the Daingerfield 
facility to inspect both the wind 
tunnels and jet engine test fa¬ 
cilities. 

Hale to Rule Upon 
Teen-age Drivers 

I. B. ttale, manager of indus¬ 
trial security, will become chair¬ 
man of a committee this summer 
to screen teen-age Fort Worth 
applicants for drivers licenses. 

Hale, who will work with 
County Judge Deen, was appoint¬ 
ed by Mayor Deen. 

Hale reported that to date only 
one-third of 88 teen-age appli¬ 
cants for drivers’ licenses have 
been accepted. All youngsters be¬ 
low the age of 15 and a half are 
turned down and those between 
fifteen and a half and 16 must 
attend a driving school. 


Twenty Enroll for 
Reading Skill Class 

Approximately 20 Convair FW 
employees enrolled last week in 
a course designed to improve 
their reading skills. 

They are attending classes each 
Tuesday and Thursday. The 
course is offered by Texas Chris¬ 
tian University under the spon¬ 
sorship of Convair FW Manage¬ 
ment Club. 

O. S. Causey of the TCU faculty 
will be the instructor. Classes 
meet after work at the plant. 


★ CenVainetif ★ 
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editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 
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NUMBER TWO—Second YC-I3IC leaves building at Convair Fort Worth. It is due for flight 
by the end of this month. 


Emergency Aid Reports 
On Year of Operations 


fctoetA 

(Continued from Page 1) 
colorful way of putting things: 
“If it weren’t for SAM-SAC I’d 
be carrying a cotton sack!” 

* * * 

An injured pigeon, evidently hit 
by a speeding car, lay on the 
freeway leading to Convair, its 
mate circling overhead. 

Whenever there was a lull in 
the traffic the uninjured bird 
would alight until forced to fly 
again by oncoming cars. 

A man in a station wagon sized 
up the situation and halted. He 
picked up the injured bird and 
drove slowly away, the other bird 
following! 

(Unfortunately, that’s as far 
as Convairiety’s information goes. 
Anyone know who was the man 
in the station wagon? And what 
happened ?) 

* * * 

Fred Temple of safety, repeat¬ 
ing his favorite theme in new 
words: “When you’re driving, 
look out for the crazy pedes¬ 
trians; and when you’re walking, 
look out for the crazy drivers.” 

Accountants Elect 
Guinn and Harwell 

Two Convair FW employees 
were elected to offices in the Fort 
Worth chapter of the National 
Association of Cost Accountants 
recently. 

Heading the organization as 
president is W. E. Guinn, man¬ 
ager of internal audit. R. W. 
Harwell, billing supervisor at 
Convair, was named secretary. 


Memos, letters and other pieces 
of writing produced at Convair 
Fort Worth all too often are 
harder to read than necessary. 

And Convair Fort Worth is do¬ 
ing something about it. Exactly 
what was described by August C. 
Esenwein, vice president, in a 
“communications workshop” at 
the Southwest Management Con¬ 
ference in Tulsa June 7. 

He was one of two Convair 
Fort Worth men who led work¬ 
shops. The other was Cecil Mc¬ 
Clure, conservation section super¬ 
visor, who detailed Convair’s 
never-ending conservation efforts. 

Also at the conference, spon¬ 
sored by the Douglas Manage¬ 
ment Club of Tulsa, were Lou 
Lyte and W. F. Sutton, members 
of the Convair Management Club 
board of control, and L. L. Tur¬ 
ner, special assistant to Esen¬ 
wein. 

“As one writer put it,” said 
Esenwein, “too much of our ma¬ 
terial looks like it was written 
to impress—rather than to ex¬ 
press.” 

He cited examples from Con¬ 
vair material—some of which he 
described as “three times more 
difficult than material which 
could be easily understood by the 
average college graduate.” 

“This is the sort of thing that 
gave rise to a new look at our 


(Continued from Page 1) 
tacts have resulted in assistance 
from these agencies. For in¬ 
stance: the state welfare agency, 
which has a program of aid for 
dependent children; the Crippled 
Children’s Society; the American 
Red Cross; and the city welfare 
agency and county welfare agency. 

In specific cases— 

One family was put in touch 
with the state agency handling 
aid for the blind, and found 
much-needed assistance. 

Another family has the benefit 
of an iron lung at no cost to 
itself. 

A member of another family 
whose funds were exhausted pay¬ 
ing for treatments, was enabled 
to gain entrance to the U. S. Pub¬ 
lic Health Hospital for top medi¬ 
cal care at no cost. 

All this was in addition to the 
205 direct grants of money from 
the Emergency Aid- fund at the 
plant. 

By departments, grants in the 
period totaled: 

Dept. 3, $75 ; Dept. 6, $571 ; Dept. 14, 
$135; Dept. 15, $182.25; Dept. 20, $1,- 
949.60; Dept. 22, $472.95; -Dept. 24, 

$878.50; Dept. 25, $1,044.85 ; Dept. 27, 
$550 ; Dept. 29, $275 ; Dept. 30, $440 ; 
Dept. 31, $485 ; Dept. 43, $50; Dept. 44. 
$200 ; Dept. 45, $225 ; Dept. 47; $1,166 ; 
Dept. 48, $1,040; Dept. 50, $200. 

Dept. 63, $614.50 ; Dept. 64, $369 ; 

Dept. 65, $450 ; Dept. 73, $275 ; Dept. 
74, $445 ; Dept. 75, $175 ; Dept. 81, $250 ; 
Dept. 82, $605; Dept. 90, $35 ; Dept. 
93, $60 ; Dept. 94, $75; Dept. 95, $390 ; 
Dept. 99, $1,044. Total: $14,727.65. 

Stewart reminded employees 
that grants can be made only in 


communications,” he explained. 

First step was a presentation 
by Esenwein before members of 
the division operating council, 
which includes 39 members of 
management. Purpose was to 
stress to them the necessity for 
improvement. 

Next step was to assign Tur¬ 
ner to co-ordinate a series of 
conferences among members of 
the operating council. Each mem¬ 
ber is attending six conferences 
of one hour each on “Writing for 
Easy Reading.” 

After these sessions are com¬ 
pleted, the operating council will 
consider what further steps are 
advisable to improve Convair 
memos, letters, instructions and 
other types of material. 

Another speaker who conducted 
a workshop on communications 
was W. V. Merrihue, manager of 
employee relations in the execu¬ 
tive department of General Elec¬ 
tric Co.’s New York City offices. 

He described three requisites 
of an effective communications 
program as: a favorable attitude 
on the part of top management, 
good human relations throughout 
the organization, and a specific 
plan. 

“We believe that any successful 
program must be based on five 
principles,” he said. “They are: 
continuity, repetition, anticipa¬ 
tion, saturation and sincerity.” 


case of serious need due to cir¬ 
cumstances beyond the control of 
the employee family. 

“And we don’t want to butt in 
where we’re not wanted,” he 
added. “We cannot receive appli¬ 
cations for aid from well-mean¬ 
ing friends without the knowledge 
and consent of the employee 
family involved.” 

Emergency aid headquarters is 
in the employee service section of 
personnel department. 

CD Teams See 
H-Bomb Blast 

(Continued from Page 1) 
vance notice. We do it every 
afternoon at shift change.” 

Civil defense people estimate 
that 5,000 cars per hour can leave 
the lots and get onto the high¬ 
ways by driving at a speed of 
only 25 miles per hour on only 
two lanes. 

In event of emergency, cars 
would go out of the plant in four 
lanes, so Doering feels there 
shouldn’t be too much of a prob¬ 
lem. 

He is a member of the civil 
defense planning committee head¬ 
ed by Bob Dysart, civil defense 
co-ordinator for Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County. 

Also on the committee are rep¬ 
resentatives of: state highway de¬ 
partment, Carswell AFB, Bell 
Aircraft Corp., state highway 
engineering department, Fort 
Worth police and fire depart¬ 
ments, Fort Worth traffic engi¬ 
neer’s office and city engineer’s 
office. 

It’s their job to plan a safe 
evacuation system for Fort 
Worth. They are working also 
in conjunction with representa¬ 
tives of industry and mayors of 
surrounding towns. 

Daingerfield Cousins 
Inspect FW Plant 

(Continued from Page 1) 
the plant by Superintendent Wes 
Magnuson and Administrative As¬ 
sistant Larry Hayes. Starting 
with the drop hammer and fabri¬ 
cation departments at the south 
end of the plant, they walked the 
entire length of the building—and 
out the other end. 

It just happened that they ar¬ 
rived in the 100-degree plus north 
yard as B. A. Erickson and a 
flight crew were running through 
a check list prior to a flight of 
Convair’s newest airplane — the 
turboprop YC-131C. 

Earlier they had been briefed 
on various Fort Worth projects 
by B. G. Reed, assistant division 
manager. 

“You’ve got so much going on 
here,” said Volluz, “that it would 
take a week or more to see it. 

“Our sincere thanks to all Fort 
Worth people who made our visit 
so pleasant—and to the man¬ 
agers of the two Convair facilities 
for making it possible.” 


Efforts Underway to Improve 
Written Material at Convair 
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Giant Stretch Press, 
Largest in World, 

In Production at FW 


Convair FW’s Texas-size stretch press went into pro¬ 
duction recently after several months spent in installation 
and testing. 


The 750-ton capacity stretch 
forming machine is the largest 
in the world and was made es¬ 
pecially for Convair FW. 

The press weighs more than 
400,000 pounds and rests on eight 
re-inforced concrete piers. It is 
located in the drop hammer room 
in the south end of the assembly 
building. 

The huge machine—to the un¬ 
trained layman—is for one pur¬ 
pose: to stretch and twist metal. 


Its record breaking jaws have a 
pull of 350 tons in one direction, 
200 tons in another. 

The machine also can twist or 
stretch metals into complicated 
contours. This in itself will elim¬ 
inate much costly machining. 

The die table of the press is 
capable of exerting an upward 
force of 750 tons. Crosswise, it 
will handle a part 72 inches wide 
and 20 inches long. Lengthwise 
it will take a sheet 72 inches wide 
and 22 feet long. 



BIG STRETCH—H. L. Murphree and W. D. Starkey of Convair 
FW feel out new giant Sheridan stretch press they will operate. 


Spinning Parts Kept on Even Keel 
By New Balance Machine at SD 


Convair San Diego’s tool room 
recently added a new twist to its 
job of correcting the balance of 
such items as mill cutters and 
other high speed rotating parts 
which must live up to exacting 
specifications. 

It’s called dynamic balancing. 

A new piece of machinery 
called a Gisholt balancing ma¬ 
chine now does the job electronic¬ 
ally, allowing for balancing on 
two planes of correction. The old 
static method permitted correc¬ 
tion on only a single plane. The 
new machine is so sensitive it 
detects unbalance of as little as 
.000025th of an inch. 

“Dynamic balancing is rela¬ 
tively new, especially to the air¬ 
craft industry,” said A. E. Hill, 
chief tool engineer at SD. “There¬ 
fore we sent H. J. Sumner to the 
manufacturer for schooling. He 
is currently conducting classes for 
tool room and maintenance em¬ 
ployees in the subject.” 

Equipment under examination 


is placed on the machine and ro¬ 
tated. Vibrations, picked up elec¬ 
tronically, are translated by the 
machine into units of weight 
which register on a large dial. 
The operator can quickly deter¬ 
mine how much unbalance is 
present and where. 

“Here’s an example of how 
closely the machine will measure 
unbalance,” Sumner said. 

“An ordinary automobile wheel, 
previously determined as in per¬ 
fect balance, could be placed on 
the car, driven at a moderate 
speed and braked to a stop. If 
again tested on the machine the 
wheel would register slightly out 
of balance. Although infinitesi¬ 
mal, the machine would detect the 
fractional loss of tread through 
the braking process!” 

Convair will use the machine 
in many balancing operations of 
high speed rotating parts, in 
helping re-work electrical motors 
and other jobs calling for exact¬ 
ness in balance. 



BALANCING ACT—New machine which will check balance of 
various parts at Convair SD is demonstrated by H. J. Sumner of 
Dept. 24, left, as he instructs Virgil Sampson of Dept. 403 in 
machine's operation. 



YAWN—Convair R3Y-2 opens up, demonstrating how troops, guns or supplies can be released 
through bow onto an assault beach. This is new version of Navy's Tradewind turboprop transport. 



INSIDE LOOK—Cutaway shows varied types of cargo and per¬ 
sonnel R3Y-2 can carry. News of this version of plane, built at San 
Diego, was released last week. 


Bow-Loading' Version 
Of Tradewind Shown 


Dempsey Appointed 
Program Director 
On Missile Project 

Appointment of James R. 
Dempsey as program director for 
one of Convair’s guided missile 
projects has been announced by 
B. F. Coggan, Convair San Diego 
Division manager. 

A veteran of 10 years in the 
Air Force, Dempsey joined Con¬ 
vair in July, 1953, as assistant to 
T. G. Lanphier Jr., Convair vice 
. president and 
assistant to the 
president. 

?W’ -C, Dempsey, a 

native of Red 
J# Bay, Ala., stud- 

j|L ied aeronautical 

engineering a t 
■aaftSL- the University 
of Alabama un- 
, til his appoint- 

ment to the 

J. R. Dempsey u s Military 
Academy in June, 1939. He gradu¬ 
ated from West Point in January, 
1943, and later received a mas¬ 
ter’s degree in aeronautical engi¬ 
neering from the University of 
Michigan. 

As a member of the Army Air 
Force, Dempsey flew photo re¬ 
connaissance missions in the 
European theater for 18 months 
before returning to duty at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. In 
1948, he was ordered to Wash¬ 
ington for Air Force research 
and development work and was 
assigned as executive to the Air 
Force Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Development when that position 
was established in 1950. 

Dempsey was sent to the Air 
Force Missile Test Center at Pat¬ 
rick Air Force Base, Fla., in 1951 
as operations officer for the 
6541st Missile Test Wing. He 
was discharged from the Air 
Force as a lieutenant colonel last 
July. 

Cosenza President 
Of SD Apprentices 

Frank J. Cosenza was named 
president, George Shakespeare, 
vice president and Morton Wil¬ 
liams secretary of the Convair 
Apprentice Club at San Diego 
June 4. 

Others elected included M. P. 
Scherl, apprentice representative, 
Jim Gordon, sergeant-at-arms, 
W. L. Trepanier and B. Bush, 
publicity. The club is open to all 
Convair apprentices. The next 
meeting will be held at 7 p.m., 
June 25 in Building 14, Plant 1. 


Skillman Recalled 

Bryant Skillman, Convair SD 
electronics engineer, was recalled 
to active duty this month by the 
U. S. Army. Skillman, who holds 
the rank of major, reported to 
the Pentagon, Washington, D. C.,, 
and the Army’s organization and 
training branch. He will be as¬ 
signed to the National Guard 
Bureau. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
is eight feet, four inches wide 
and there also is a ten-foot wide 
door on the aft port side of the 
hull. 

The main deck of the R3Y-2 is 
88 feet long and more than nine 
feet wide. 

A versatile model, the plane 
can be fitted with 103 rearward¬ 
facing seats for transport oper¬ 
ations; or it can Carry 92 litters 
and 12 attendants if needed as 
an evacuation plane. 

Both the R3Y-1 and 2 have air 
conditioning and pressurization. 


Fabrication departments at 
Convair SD’s Plant 1 continued to 
lead all others in good housekeep¬ 
ing during May, winning their 
fifth straight good housekeeping 
trophy for the year. Manufactur¬ 
ing control, Plant 2, also had a 
perfect record for the month to 
tie for first. 

Plant engineering climbed into 
second place and manufacturing 



“You’re seven days behind on 
‘What Every Man Should Know’.” 


They have a range of more than 
2,000 miles and a faster rate of 
climb than many World War II 
fighter planes. They are powered 
by four Allison T-40 turboprop 
engines developing a total of 
about 22,000 hp. 

July 5 Designated 
Holiday at Convair 

Convair divisions will enjoy a 
holiday Monday, July 5, in ob¬ 
servance of Independence Day. 
Only skeleton security and main¬ 
tenance staffs will be required to 
work. 


control, Plant 1, moved into third 
place. 

Average violations remained at 
.019 per employee in May, the 
same figure registered in April. 

Violations 
Per Employee 


May April 

Fabrication, Plant 1 .000 .000 

Mfg. Control, Plant 2 .000 .001 

Plant Engineering .003 .011 

Mfg. Control, Plant 1 .005 .012 

T-29 Primary & Major .006 .000 

Tool Mfg., Plant 1 .006 .001 

R3Y Final . 006 .104 

Experimental .008 .000 

Material .012 .000 

Electronics .017 .00i 

Fabrication, Plant 2 .019 .017 

Tool Mfg., Plant 2 .020 .051 

Field Operations .-.032 .036 

F-102 Major & Final .034 .029 

T-29 Final .052 .000 

R3Y Major .068 .022 

340 Major & Final .080 .097 


William G. Seitz, 

SD Engineer, Dies 

William George Seitz, 38, Dept. 
6 SD, died June 1 in a San Diego 
hospital. He was a design engi¬ 
neer, had been with the company 
since December, 1950, and had 
been an active member of the 
Convair Gun Club. 

He leaves his wife, Mrs. Jean 
A. Seitz; a daughter, Mary Jean, 
and an aunt, Miss Anna Seitz, all 
of Fletcher Hills. 


Fabrication Depts. Register Fifth 
Straight Housekeeping Victory 


f 


































































Pag.e4 


CONVAIRIETY 


June 16, 1954 



TAKE-OFF—R. L. Brown of Dept. 31 Pomona releases air car 
for 10-lap timed run. He built it in three hours, from scratch. Left 
work at 4 p.m. and had car ready for contests at 7:30 same day. 


Prop Speedsters 

Racing 'Air Cars' Latest Hobby 
To Attract Pomona Modelers 

The Ava-Toros, CRA model club at Convair Pomona, 
has another “first” to their credit—contests for propeller- 


driven model automobiles. 

“Although we are not the first 
club to build ‘air cars/ we are 
the first to conduct contests for 
them, as far as we can discover,” 
Dick Everett, CRA commissioner 
said. “Since we could find no 
precedent, we made our own rules, 
and although one known manufac¬ 
turer sells an ‘air car’ kit, most of 
us have built our own vehicles 
from scratch.” 

At the suggestion of R. L. 
Brown of Dept. 51 — who, inci¬ 
dentally, suggested that the club 
sponsor a model boat contest last 
spring, another club “first”—the 
Ava-Toros set up a course and 
rules and conducted its first air 



ABSORBING — Judging from 
expressions in upper two photos, 
air cars are absorbing subjects. 
At top Mark Taggett of Po¬ 
mona's Dept. 31 refuels his "all 
music wire" ship. Center: Bobby 
Anke, 12, son of Bob Anke of 
Dept. 14 Pomona, starts his 
three-wheel delta. Bottom: Pat¬ 
rick Everett, 2, son of CRA 
Commissioner Dick Everett, holds 
car which set record of 47.3 
mph, built of balsa, plywood and 
music wire. 


car contest last month. The result 
was so successful that the club 
has adopted air car racing as a 
regular club activity. 

“According to our rules, cars 
may be of any size, but engines 
are limited to .065 cubic inch dis¬ 
placement,” Everett continued. 
“Also, cars can have no horizon¬ 
tal surfaces. Otherwise, they 
could be trimmed to ‘fly/ How¬ 
ever, that is the only restriction 
on design. Some have three 
wheels, others four. Some are 
‘pushers,’ with propellers at the 
rear, but most are tractors with 
the conventional engine-in-front 
arrangement. 

“In our contests, cars are teth¬ 
ered with a steel line to a pylon. 
The line is exactly 13.9 feet long, 
making each lap around the pylon 
one sixtieth of a mile. Cars are 
timed for 10 laps—one sixth of a 
mile—and we have speed charts 
prepared that allow us to inform 
contestants the exact speed of his 
run in miles per hour immediately 
after he has completed,” he added. 

Although some of the cars have 
already reached speeds of almost 
50 miles per hour — the current 
club record, held by Everett, is 
47.3 mph—Everett believes that 
cars can be built around the same 
size engines that will go as fast 
as 60 miles per hour. 

“We are still experimenting, 
and most of us have some pet 
ideas we want to try,” he said. 
“Most of these ideas center 
around the elimination of weight 
and drag.” 

Fort Worth to Host 
Weight Engineers 

Fort Worth has been named 
headquarters for the 14th annual 
conference of the Society of Aero¬ 
nautical Weight Engineers, ac¬ 
cording to R. F. Pence, Convair 
FW engineer. 

Pence, Texas chapter program 
chairman, said the next confer¬ 
ence will be held May 2 through 
May 5, 1955, at the Hilton Hotel. 

At the last meeting of the 
Texas society, the group heard 
reports on the last national con¬ 
ference in Baltimore. Among 
those reporting were B. G. Kohr 
and J. S. Buchan, Chance Vought; 
J. U. Surratt, Temco; and Pence. 


SD SCOUT LEADER 
TAPPED FOR COURSE 

Dick Norman, Dept. 6 at SD, 
is one of 36 Boy Scout leaders 
of the United States selected to 
attend a special Woodbadge train¬ 
ing course for Explorer scouts 
July 23-31 at Provo National 
Council Park, Utah. Norman is 
neighborhood commissioner for 
the Wilson Boy Scout District 
(San Diego). 


Equipped With Geiger Counters and Detection Devices , 
Fort Worth Men to Invade Wilds In Search of Uranium 


Several Convair FW plant en¬ 
gineering employees have a gleam 
in their eyes—it’s a dream about 
uranium. 

Possibly the three most en¬ 
thusiastic are Jim Chandler, J. E. 
Fickenwirth and E. D. Weimer. 
They not only have bought penny- 
a-share stock in a uranium com¬ 
pany, but are planning on doing 

Accidents 
DO Happen 

(Convair is as safe as never-ending 
effort and study can make it. Far safer, 
in fact, than the average home. But 
accidents DO happen, even in Convair, 
and although many result in no injury 
or only minor hurts, the danger of 
serious injury is ever present. Therefore, 
the safety section advises constant 
VIGILANCE and sticking to the rules.) 
★ ★ ★ 

Following are a few typical 
accidents that required medical 
care at Convair San Diego dur¬ 
ing May. Reporting them is 
no reflection upon the individ¬ 
uals involved, but highlights 
how the unexpected can injure: 

A girl in Dept. 28 suffered a 
fractured finger, caught while 
closing the drawer of a record 
cabinet. 

* * * 


a little prospecting of their own. 

Chandler left recently on a 
prospecting trip, and the other 
two will spend their vacations in 
the same pursuit. 

They first got the bug from 
reading reports of individuals who 
have “struck it rich” and when 
they heard of a company which 
was selling stock at a penny a 
share, they bought some. 

“We figured we didn’t have 
too much to lose, no matter what,” 
said Chandler. 

For their own prospecting, the 
group has accumulated a variety 
of devices and equipment, includ¬ 
ing Geiger counters. Weimer has 
bought a jeep. 


The group will head for south¬ 
eastern Utah and the “four cor¬ 
ner” area, so called because the 
borders of four states meet near 
that location. In this area of Colo¬ 
rado, New Mexico, Arizona and 
Utah, most of the land is govern¬ 
ment-owned. An individual may 
file his claim for about $1.50. 
Weimer says a claim covers about 
25 acres—1,500 feet long and 600 
feet wide. To hold the claim, a 
person must perform at least 
$100 worth of labor prospecting 
each year. 

“It’s all a gamble,” said Fick¬ 
enwirth, “but even if we don’t 
find anything, we’ll have a nice 
vacation!” 






In Dept. 46, while moving a 
wing stand, one of the casters 
rolled over a man’s foot. The 
tips of two toes were fractured. ’ 
* * * 

Slipping off a stringer in an 
airplane, a Dept. 45 girl fell and 
injured her hand. 


X MARKS—Prospective uranium prospectors E. D. Weimer, J. C. 
Chandler and J. E. Fickenwirth of Convair FW look over area they 
plan to visit. 


Scholars 


Convair Sons, Daughters Shine 


News of Guatemala, now in the 
headlines, holds more than aver¬ 
age interest to Convair FW em¬ 
ployee Richard Sanchez Melgar. 

Melgar, a Dept. 31 welder, is 
a native of that country. 

“I don’t think the Guatemalan 
people will ever accept Commu¬ 
nism,” he said. He estimated that 
no more than 15 per cent of the 
populace sides with the left wing 
government. 

The recent controversy with the 
United Fruit Co. hits close to 
home for Melgar. He was a time¬ 
keeper there at one time. 

Melgar became a United States 
citizen during the second World 
War. He has been at Convair for 
four years. 

“Of course Guatemala is where 
I was born,” he said. “But we 
have such a good way of life here 
I like it much better. There’s 
really no place like the United 
States.” 


LIKE THIS—Joan Hill, freshman art major at State College, 
explains to her father, A. E. Hill, chief tool engineer at SD, how 
she used models and pictures of Convair products to make novel 
display as design class project. It was judged outstanding,. 


FW Welder Follows 
Guatemala News 


A Dept. 26 man fell while de¬ 
scending stairs and suffered a 

sprained and bruised wrist. 

* * * 

A die dropped on the hand of 
a Dept. 406 man, injuring the in¬ 
dex finger so severely that partial 
amputation was necessary. 

* * * 

Smashed between the knock out 
bar and bolt of a punch press 
machine, a Dept. 201 man’s index 
finger was fractured. 


At least three Convair FW 
sons and daughters earned special 
recognition as a climax to end 
of the school year. 

J. J. Minton, administrator in 
long range planning section, can 
boast honors for two sons. Joe 
Jr., a graduating senior at South¬ 
ern Methodist University, was 
awarded a commendation as a 
“Distinguished AF R.O.T.C. Stu¬ 
dent.” He was one of only two 
so honored in the 900-member 


corps. 

Minton’s other son, Morton, a 
senior next year at University of 
Texas, won entry of his name on 
the “summa cum laude honor 
roll.” 


Daughters get into the act, as 
well. One of the two “honor stu¬ 
dent” awards in the June gradu¬ 
ating class of Paschal High 
School went to Katherine Hinck¬ 
ley, 16, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
H. W. Hinckley. Hinckley is 
assistant chief engineer. Kather¬ 
ine plans to study journalism at 
the University of Missouri. 

★ ★ ★ 


NEWS READER—Convair FW 
has no more avid reader of 
newspaper these days than R. S. 
Melgar, Dept. 31. He is native 
of Guatemala. 


If the face of W. R. Dudley, 
general foreman in Dept. 92 at 
Convair FW, shines a little 
brighter these days it may be a 
case of paternal pride. 


In the June issue of American 
Magazine, his son Dwight and 
daughter-in-law Anne are fea¬ 
tured in color picture and write¬ 
up. Anne Vinson Dudley was 
named American Magazine “Coed 
of the Month” for her outstand¬ 
ing work in religious education 
and music at Baylor University. 

Both she and Dwight plan to be 
missionaries in Java after studies 
at Southwestern Baptist Theo¬ 
logical Seminary in Fort Worth. 

Dwight is in Dept. 24, Tooling. 


IN PRINT—Dwight and Anne 
Dudley hold American Magazine 
which featured their picture. 


S 




































June 16, 1954 


CONVAIRIETY 


Page 5 




MASCOT—Penny, cocker spaniel, seems no more ashamed of 
stowing away than cockers usually look, whether they stow away 
or not. Dog is shown with master, E. P. Osgood of XFY-1 project 
at Moffett Field. 

Cocker Stowaway Joins Convair's 
XFY-1 Operations at Moffett 


Convair men engaged in 
tethered flight operations of 
the XFY-1 at Moffett Field 
found themselves with an un¬ 
invited but welcome mascot for 
a time last month. 

It was “Penny,” a six-year- 
old cocker spaniel belonging to 
E. P. Osgood of that operation. 

Osgood paid a week-end visit 
to his home in San Diego and 
was passing through Santa Ana 
on his return trip when he dis¬ 
covered “stowaway Penny” 
quietly riding in the back seat. 


It was too late to return to 
San Diego. 

Meanwhile, Mrs. Osgood 
missed the family pet and re¬ 
called seeing the dog playing 
near the car. Putting two and 
two together, she gave chase in 
another car as far as Oceanside 
but failed to overtake her hus¬ 
band. 

That’s how “Penny” came to 
be the latest recruit at Moffett 
Field, following Osgood every¬ 
where he went. 

This week Penny is back 
home, a more traveled pooch. 


After 1P/2 Years With 
Convair, SD Woman 
Reaches 65, Retires 


Friday, May 28 1954, was a 
red letter day for Isabelle Oast- 
ler, Dept. 6. She retired after 
HV 2 years with Convair San 
Diego. 

“I have taken a lot of kidding 
from my friends who tell me 
women never retire, because they 
won’t tell their age,” Miss Oastler 
said. “Not me. I’m 65 and have 
worked most of my life and now 
I’m retiring.” 

Plans call for a slow motor 
trip to New York to visit a 
brother. Then a return trip to 
San Diego via northern Canada. 
All in a new car she has pur¬ 
chased for her retirement. 

“After that I’m going to catch 
up on my reading, take care of 


Isabelle Oastler 

my house and learn to cook all 
over again,” she added. 

Convair friends honored her 
with a luncheon at Langhorst 
Cafe before she left. 



NEXT PROJECT?—Mr. and Mrs. John Gluch of Convair Daingerfield, who built own home, dis¬ 
cuss next project to tackle. 


Daingerfield Engineer and Wife 
Build Own Four-Bedroom Home 


The house that Jack built 
(John Gluch, that is)—along with 
much assistance from Mrs. Gluch 
—but with comparatively little 
assistance from “jack” in the 
form of folding green stuff. . . . 

For it wlis almost entirely with 
their own hands that Mr. and 
Mrs. John Gluch built the four- 
bedroom and den ranch style 
home in a setting of pines on the 
edge of Daingerfield, Texas. 

Moreover, John’s work was 
done in off-duty hours while hold¬ 
ing down his regular job as an 
engineer in the jet engine depart¬ 
ment at Convair Daingerfield. 

Gluch, a 12-year Convair man, 
also has worked at San Diego, 
Nashville and Fort Worth. 


They look into an outdoor living 
area where on most days you’ll 
see regal Empress (their collie), 
and the Gluch’s three-year-old 
daughter, Elowin. 

In addition to the living-dining 
area, four bedrooms, one and 
one-half baths and the den com¬ 
plete with wood-burning fireplace, 
the Gluchs’ also have built a kit¬ 
chen almost big enough to live in. 
It includes plenty of work space, 
along with a breakfast nook ade¬ 
quate either for breakfast or en¬ 
tertaining guests. 

Is all this space enough? You 
might know it’s not. Says John: 

“I’m thinking of putting a 
deep freeze in one side of our 
two-car garage. Just so we won’t 
be cramped up in the house.” 



HOW HE DID IT—C. J. Hall, 
CRA business manager at FW, 
talks over rescue of Convair man 
with Joe Spreckelmeyer, beach 
life guard. 


“The house—if we ever get it 
completely finished—is the an¬ 
swer to our dreams of many 
years,” says Mrs. Gluch. 

As modern as some of the en¬ 
gines tested in the jet engine 
laboratory, the house sports an 
electrical system in which lights 
go on and off with a touch of the 
finger — and completely silent. 
Biggest joy to the housewife, per¬ 
haps, is the fact that storage 
space and closets—eight of them 
—are to be found in almost every 
room. 

The living and dining areas are 
open. But each boasts a picture 
window about six feet across. 


Life Guard Tows in Tired Swimmer 
At New CRA Beach Near FW 


Joe Spreckelmeyer, 16, one of 
the CRA lifeguards at the newly 
opened Fort Worth CRA Beach 
on Eagle Mountain Lake, chalked 
up a “save” even before the beach 
officially opened June 5. 

Joe was standing near the 
floating boat pier when he spot¬ 
ted a swimmer apparently having 
trouble getting to shallow water. 
The lifeguard gave him a lift. 

“He looked as though he might 


go under any minute,” Spreckel¬ 
meyer told C. J. Hall, CRA busi¬ 
ness manager at FW. “It wasn’t 
much of a job, though. In fact, 
I didn’t even get his name.” 

CRA wants to take no chances, 
however, and Hall cautioned: 

“If people will be careful and 
cooperate with the guards, we can 
have one of the safest beaches in 
the country.” 

The beach is located about 16 
miles from the Fort Worth plant. 



SOUND EFFECTS—Jan Baldauf of public relations tries out one 
of novel children's phonograph records which are among variety 
of sales and promotion aids Convair is supplying airlines. 


Airlines Flying Model 340s Receive 
Convair Boost With Promotion 


Foreign and domestic airlines 
operating the Convair-Liner 340 
are being offered assistance by 
Convair in their passenger sales 
activities in the form of free sales 
promotion items. 

A range of items to cover the 
varying needs of large and small 
operators are being made avail¬ 
able based on the number of 
model 340s being procured by 
each during the current year. 

Included in the selection are: 

Illuminated diorama displays 
for windows and counters, fea¬ 
turing realistic cut-out details 
of the 340 interior; 

Two-color folders describing 
the plane’s passenger - appeal 
features and advantages of air 
travel; 

Three styles of miniature 
model 340s—23-inch wingspan 
display models, 7 ! /2-mch wing¬ 
span chrome ashtray models, 

2 /i -inch wingspan flight sou¬ 
venirs; 

Full-color picture postcards 
of the airline’s Convair 340 


in flight; children’s unbreak¬ 
able 78-rpm phonograph rec¬ 
ords, titled “Let’s Play Pilot” 
on one side, “Let’s Play Stew¬ 
ardess” on reverse. Both fea¬ 
ture authentic flight procedures 
and sound effects. 

Convair’s objective with the 
program is to assist its customer 
airlines in introducing new 340s 
on their routes and to aid the 
airlines in securing a general in¬ 
crease in air travel. By combin¬ 
ing the requirements of all its 
year’s customers, Convair is able 
to produce items whose develop¬ 
ment cost might be too great for 
individual airlines. 


Plant 2 Donates 
138 Pints Blood 

The Bloodmobile collected 138 
pints of blood during the June 3 
visit to Plant 2 at San Diego. 
This will be credited to Convair 
employees at the Blood Bank. 
Next visit of the Bloodmobile will 
I be in August. 


Old Radio Sets and Surplus Parts Reworked 
Into Usable Equipment by Pomona Lad 


Building radio transmitters and 
receivers and other electronic 
equipment might be an expensive 
hobby for some, but not for Gene 
Nicholson, 17-year-old son of Phil 
Nicholson, Dept. 5 at Convair 
Pomona. 

Gene beats the high cost of 
tubes and other parts by salvag¬ 
ing these items from old radio 
equipment and low cost war sur¬ 
plus. 

Gene has been interested in 
electronics every since he can re¬ 
member, and after graduation 
from high school he wants to 
enter California Polytechnic In¬ 
stitute to study either radio or 
electrical engineering. His most 
recent project was a short wave 
radio transmitter which he built 
mostly from salvaged materials 
at a total cost of less than $15. 
The transmitter, incidentally, won 
first place in the Chaffey High 
School fair in Ontario last month. 

Currently Gene is working on 
a dynamotor to use with the 
transmitter (estimated cost, $14) 
and then he plans to build a 
modulator (less than $10). Both 


will be built from salvaged mate¬ 
rials, of course. He already has 
a short wave receiver, which he 
built by modifying a surplus set. 



NEW LIFE—That's what Gene 
Nicholson, Convair Pomona son, 
gives to old radio parts. He is 
shown with some of home-built 
equipment. 



"I'm workin' overtime to get enough money to pay the income 
tax on the overtime I worked last year." 
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Thousands Attend Grand Opening of CRA Beach 



It was a big day on June 5 when CRA officially opened beach . . . many launched boats made 
in CRA boat building project, as did E. K. Gatewood and Bill Parrish . . . 



Busy man was Jack Brittain who emceed the day's activities . . . Hank Wendorf was hete 
and there making sure things went well . . . crowds gathered to see prizes awarded. 



for Day of Fun and Entertainment 


Washer pitching took up most of the morning . . . men, women 
and children tried their skill ... A. W. Brockeimeyer, R. Pacheco, 
C. Milne took top men's prizes . . . 



Here are boat race winners G. R. Gordon, Ernie Costantino, Jr., 
R. P. Spero and Chuck Van Dyke . . . water offered test of skill 
. . . it was rough . . . certainly not "smooth sailing" . . . 
















But there's always a lucky one in the crowd . . . this time it was 
Doyle Collup . . . lucky ticket won TV set presented by Wendorf. 


Crowds like this flocked around dancing area all day . . . for the big CRA beach opening . . . 
a big day . . . and a bigger season ahead for Copvair families. 


CRA Activities 


(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation, an organization to which all Convair 
employees belong. Financed by proceeds from 
candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees 


who are commissioners of various activities. The 
association is run by employees for the benefit 
and recreation of employees. All Convair people 
should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3146. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday. 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Britain, commissioner. 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknics, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3159. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner. ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. 8 p.m., June 18, Calcutta, In¬ 

dividual Play. CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. 
E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. Checker 
tournament now under way. 


CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, Col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. 6:30 p.m., June 17, Wing and 
Masque monthly meeting, CRA Playhouse. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. 


LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. June 20, FAI 
semi-final contest. June 27, 2 p.m., % A 
Jalopy Race, Forest Park. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, 
commissioner, ext. 5138. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot 
aisle. Serial on Wednesdays. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner. ext. 3184. For schedule of adult 
and children’s riding classes, contact CRA 
office, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 


SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and 
advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tues¬ 
days at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner. ext. 5141. Regular play 7:30 p.m. 
June 20, 22, 29. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. Play 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, Forest Park courts. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis- 
ioner, ext. 5141. Play discontinued for 
summer. 


Join the Fun! 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for 
first shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday at CRA Center; for second 
and third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 
Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonheim, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 380. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
ext. 377. 
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CONGRATULATIONS—Praise was in order recently for three CRA Hornets players who hit home 
runs in one game. Shown are J. T. Dennis, R. J. Stewart, Ike Duncan and Manager J. Darnell. 


White Settlement Takes First 
Halt Little League Play 

The Little League White Settlement Indians wound up 
the first half of season play last week in the top spot with 
River Oaks in second place. Arlington Heights and West 
Ridglea were third and fourth. 

On Friday, the Indians will have a chance to test their 


team strength against an All- 
Star team made up of players 
from the other three clubs. 

The game will start at 5:30 
p.m. at the CRA Little League 
park. 

Players are: Roddy Hailey, Paul 
Woods, Phil Kneifl, Irv Smith, 
Bill L a w 1 e y from Arlington 
Heights; Johnny Mosley, Joe 
Moore, Nicky Griffin, Ronnie Rus¬ 
sell, and Roger Kiser from River 
Oaks; and Stone Lewis, Wayne 
Huddler, Victor Pyle, Danny Bal- 
lew, and Kenneth Harris from 
West Ridglea. 

On Monday, June 14, the second 
half of season play started with 
a game between Arlington 


Heights and West Ridglea. Re¬ 
sults were not available at Con- 
vairiety press time. 


Covers on Sale 
At CRA Office 

Convair employees who want a 
first flight cover of the YC-131C, 
first twin-engine turboprop mili¬ 
tary transport, can buy them at 
the CRA office. 

This is the first time covers 
of a Convair FW plane have been 
available to employees. They are 
canceled on the date of the flight. 
Covers are 25 cents at the CRA 
office. 


CRA May Form 
Two Activities 

Two new activities are being 
considered by CRA, one of which 
will meet this weekend for the 
first time. 

The Rockhounds will hold their 
organizational meeting at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, June 19, at the CRA 
Center. They plan to elect of¬ 
ficers at that time. 

Plans for the group include 
weekly activity meetings, work¬ 
shop projects, field trips, and 
polishing and cutting of speci¬ 
mens to make jewelry. 

The other activity under con¬ 
sideration is fencing. Enthusiasts 
hope to form an activity which will 
be open to children and adults 
alike. Instructions would be given 
and fencers would practice their 
skill in friendly contests. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able at the CRA office, ext. 5141, 
where interested employees may 
also sign up. 


CRA Checker Tournament Now Under Way 
In First and Second Shift Eliminations 


Checkers have been keeping enthusiasts busy during 
lunch periods for the past two days. 

That's because a first and second shift elimination flight 
is now under way in five zones throughout the plant. 

Zone captains are J. H. Almond, zone 1; L. T. Payne, 


zone 2; E. J. Luedtke, zone 3; C. 
M. Staley, zone four; and A. E. 
Brown, zone five. 

A point system will be used 
to select the two best scores in 
each zone. Zone winners must 
be submitted to the CRA office 
by July 16. 

According to J. E. Pair, play¬ 


offs will be held July 17 and 24 
at the CRA Center. 

Actual elimination flight play 
extends from June 14 through 
July 14. 

Top man last year was Luedtke, 
club president, with Vern Boyer 
in the runner-up spot. They will 


participate in the plant-wide 
tourney again this year, defend¬ 
ing their titles. 

Pair said employees interested 
in the tournament should see their 
zone captains to register. Zone 
areas are outlined on posters 
placed on bulletin boards through¬ 
out the plant. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able from Pair at ext. 4283, or 
Luedtke at ext. 2100. 



MEDITATION—Deep in thought over "Laird and Lady" play are Vern Boyer and E. J. Luedtke, 
top contenders in plant-wide checker tournament now in progress. 



Vargo to Fly Model Plane 
In National Semi-Finals 


A chance at a berth on the United States Model airplane 
team is in store this weekend for a Convair FW engineer, 
Lou Vargo. 

Vargo earned his opportunity to compete by winning a 
Southwest Regional Elimination contest on Lake Worth 


June 6. If he wins the meet Sun¬ 
day, June 20, he will be one of 
the five competing in the inter¬ 
national contest in July at Lang¬ 
ley Field, Va. 

Sixteen years of model building 
and flying experience have helped 
Vargo reach his position today. 
He is an aerophysics engineer. 

In the June 6 race, he took first 
place in the Wakefield event with 
his rubber powered model. Vargo 
has designed this 42-inch long 
plane with folding props that de¬ 


crease drag in the glide after the 
motor runs out. 

“This is probably one of the 
reasons why I won the last meet.” 
said Vargo. “I hope it works as 
well this weekend.” 

In 1940, he won first place in 
the National Model Aircraft 
Championships. 

Vargo is a member of the CRA 
model airplane group. He said 
visitors will be welcomed to the 
event. Instructions for reaching 
the flying field are available at 
the CRA office. 



ENGINEERING—Lou Vargo, Convair engineer, is at work on 
airplane model. In background is plane he will race this weekend 
in semi-final prelude to international event. 


Big Day Planned at Ranch 
For 'Juneteenth' Celebration 

“Juneteenth” will be celebrated June 19 with a full day 
of activities at the CRA ranch. 

The program will open at 10 a.m. with washer and horse¬ 
shoe pitching. Baseball games will be under way through¬ 
out the day. 


The CRA hay wagon will be 
piled with hay so youngsters may 
go for rides around the ranch 
area. 

I. B. Hale, manager of indus¬ 
trial security, will give a shooting 
exhibition in the afternoon. Hale 
holds a master rating—the high¬ 
est available in marksmanship. 

A highlight of the day will be 
the appearance and performance 
of Claude Smith and his educated 
Brahma bull, “Cy.” 

According to Smith, the 2,280 
pound bull is completely harmless 
and trained so that even children 
may ride him. 

Smith's educated horse, “Eight 
Ball,” will also be on hand to do 
his tricks for the audience. 

A rodeo will be staged at 5 
p.m. under the direction of Jim 
Shackelford, CRA riding and rop¬ 
ing commissioner. 

A barbecue dinner “with all 
the trimmings” will be served 
about 6:45 p.m. 

All eligible Convair employees 

Teeners Off to 
Good Start 

The CRA Teener baseball club 
got off to a good start last week 
with a one-hitter as their season 
opener. 

With Terry Barber on the 
mound, the 13 and 14-year-olds 
downed the Knights of Pythias 
team 10-0. 

Information about future games 
is available from A1 Lawley, ext. 
4293. 


are invited to attend the June¬ 
teenth Day celebration at the 
ranch. 

Welborn Winner in 
CRA Bridge Series 

Truman Welborn emerged from 
six weeks of stiff CRA bridge 
competition last week as winner 
of the series. Mabel Robinson 
took second, and Wendell Eldred, 
CRA bridge commissioner, was 
third. 

In the June 4 session of play, 
Welborn again took first teamed 
with Mrs. Robinson. G. G. Stogs- 
dill and Hal Schubert were 
second. 

On June 18, H. H. Pinkerton 
will give bridge instructions on 
Calcutta and the regular night 
of individual play will be held. 


Color Slides Wanted 
In Plant Contest 

Convair FW employees are urg- 
ed to send in their color slides 
for the big plant-wide photogra¬ 
phy contest now under way. Sev¬ 
eral entries have been received 
to date. 

Slides should be submitted in 
a sealed envelope to the CRA 
office. Judging will be held Sept. 
27. All Convair employees, ex¬ 
cept camera activity members, 
may submit two slides each. 
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XFY-1 Makes Six Minute Flight Inside Navy Hangar at Moffett 





Convair Cameraman Ernie 
Hisrand caug.ht this rather dra¬ 
matic shot of J. O. Pike, as¬ 
sistant project engineer, while 
XFY-I was in air. Pike was 
among ground crew during teth¬ 
ered tests and is shown intently 
watching pilot, with whom he is 
in communication by intercom. 

Article by Harwell 
Wins Annual Award 

Ray Harwell, billing supervisor 
at Convair FW, has chalked up 
odds any writer would be proud 
to claim. 

He has written four articles 
pertaining to accounting. Four of 
them have been published—and 
two have won the top award in 
the field for the year. 

Harwell's “Overhead Cost Prob¬ 
lems of the Defense Contract” 
won him the Lybrand Award for 
1954. Harwell was also a winner 
in 1952. 

The award will be presented to 
him June 16 at the 35th annual 
International Cost Conference of 
the National Association of Cost 
Accountants in Chicago. 


Convair Tipped Off 
On Census Records 

Convair employees requiring 
documentary proof of their birth, 
age or citizenship were reminded 
this week of a service offered by 
the Bureau of the Census, Depart¬ 
ment of Commerce. 

For a small fee to cover record 
searching costs, the Census Bu¬ 
reau will supply transcripts of 
personal census records to indi¬ 
viduals. In most instances, these 
transcripts are acceptable as sub¬ 
stitutes for birth certificates or 
other legal evidence of citizenship 
or age. Application blanks and 
information are available by writ¬ 
ing the Bureau of the Census, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


IN FLIGHT—XFY-I, sensational vertical take-off airplane Con¬ 
vair built for Navy, is shown in "tethered flight" at Moffett Field 
near San Francisco. Canopy is left open during takeoff and land¬ 
ing.—U. S. Navy photo. 


In top photo, Pilot "Skeets" Coleman is surrounded by battery 
of press cameras after flying XFY-I. At lower left is Project Engi¬ 
neer C. B. Carroll with part of plane in background. At lower right 
O. Pomeroy Robinson, Jr., senior vice president of General Dynam¬ 
ics Corp., discusses flight with Pilot Coleman. 


XFY-1 Takes Off, Lands 


In Special Press Show 


Convair’s XFY-1 staged a “full-dress review” for rep¬ 
resentatives of the nation’s press, radio and television 
June 2 in a special tethered flight demonstration at the 

Naval Air Station, Moffett Field. _ 

In a show with all the earmarks , , . 

of a major Hollywood production, P^tform and given safety glasses 


the delta-wing vertical take-off 
fighter built for the Navy per¬ 
formed in mid-air about six min¬ 
utes. Three times Convair Test 
Pilot J. F. “Skeets” Coleman lift¬ 
ed it off the deck of the cavern¬ 
ous hangar and settled it down 
in pillPw-soft tail first landings 
as flash bulbs popped and movie 
cameras ground away. 

It was the first public demon¬ 
stration of the radically new 
fighter’s abilities to take-off 
from a small area and then re¬ 
turn. Foi the show the XFY-1 
was confined in a tethering rig 
which allows it to “fly” on its 
own power within restrictions of 
a series of cables strung for 
safety purposes. It was the 21st 
tethered flight of the airplane. 

The hangar seemed a fitting 
scene for the public’s first view 
of a new concept of air power 
in action. It stretches 1,133 feet 
long, 308 feet wide and 195 feet 
high. It is one of the two 
largest hangar buildings in the 
United States, having been built 
in 1933 to shelter the USS 
Macon. 

Newsmen from San Diego and 
Los Angeles traveled via Navy 
aircraft to the site and were join¬ 
ed by others from the San Fran¬ 
cisco area until about 100 were 
present for the flight. 

Following the briefing, camera¬ 
men were given their choice of 
stations from the top of the 184- 
foot rig to the deck. They swarm¬ 
ed over the rafters of the build¬ 
ing aiming batteries of flood 
lights at the XFY-1 until it glis¬ 
tened like a mirror. Spectators 
were escorted to an observation 


Air Show Features 
Convair SD Display 

Convair furnished a static dis¬ 
play of aircraft pictures and other 
novelties at a breakfast flight 
and air show June 13 at La Mesa 
Airport. The show featured a 
number of events for beginning 
pilots and veteran airmen as well 
as static displays from other 
local aircraft firms. 


and ear plugs. 

Convair crewmen decked, in 
white coveralls completed last 
minute preparations with the 
lights bouncing off their white 
helmets. A deep roar vibrated 
through the building as the en¬ 
gine started and Coleman engaged 
the contrarotating propellers. 
The XFY-1 slowly lifted off the 
deck and climbed about 60 feet. 
He swayed the ship about with 
ease, climbing up and down at 
will. 

Before the props stopped spin¬ 
ning, photographers climbed over 
work stands to take shots of Cole¬ 
man in the cockpit and climbing 
down the ladder. Then followed a 
question and answer session in 
which Coleman praised the air¬ 
craft and stated that he “could 
take it outside and fly it right 
now.” 

0. Pomeroy Robinson Jr., senior 
vice president of General Dynam¬ 
ics Corp., was on hand to witness 
the flight along with R. C. Se- 
bold, Convair vice president— 
engineering, and R. B. Watts, 
Convair vice president and gen¬ 
eral counsel. 


Behind the XFY-I are such Convair men as these, shown at work 
bench in hangar. When plane flew for press, about a dozen were 
on hand as ground crew, dressed in clean white coveralls and wear¬ 
ing crash helmets. One spectator said: "They look like the ‘first 
team 1 !" 


Last Scenes of Movie 
Featuring B-36 Shot 

The last scenes of “Strategic Air Command,” the 
forthcoming movie that will star the Convair B-36, have 
been shot and the Convair Fort Worth experts who helped 
with the technical details are home again. 

If the Paramount film isn’t au¬ 


thentic, it won’t be the fault of 
Convair Fort Worth. 

Clark Fewell of development 
spent nine weeks helping Air 
Force Col. O. F. Lassister make 
sure all details —were perfect. 
Bill Caffrey, also of development, 
spent several weeks on the task 
and V. Dolson, development man¬ 
ager, made several trips to in¬ 


PLANNERS—Clark Fewell of Convair Fort Worth, technical 
adviser of B-36 movie, confers with Jack Senter, set designer, Lloyd 
Anderson, stage manager, Al Roelofs, art director. 


spect the B-36 mock-up in Holly¬ 
wood. Work on the set has been 
underway since March 28 when 
equipment from Fort Worth ar¬ 
rived at the studios. 

“Incidentally, inventory check¬ 
off was a matter of pride for 
Convair,” Fewell said. “Para¬ 
mount said it was the best organ¬ 
ized transfer of equipment they 
had seen.” 

Installation of the B-36 equip¬ 
ment and erection of the mock- 
up caused considerable interest 
around the studio Fewell report¬ 
ed, and visitors were continually 
looking it over. 

Movie making is a long and 
tedious business, Fewell dis¬ 
covered. 

“Even though a scene may have 
only a few lines of dialogue, 
shooting must be preceded by 
long conferences involving direc¬ 
tor, actor, writer, technical direc¬ 
tor aad others. The whole opera¬ 
tion can go on for hours, changing 
lights and platforms for close- 
ups, etc.” 

Fewell was impressed by the 
actors’ complete concentration. 
During the shooting of a scene 
in which a wing fire was fea¬ 
tured, the atmosphere of emer¬ 
gency, fear and action was so 
intense that Fewell was happy 
he was on the sidelines. 
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XC-99 Coming Home To Convair FW 



Negotiations 
Underway 
For Return 

Negotiations are under 
way looking to the return of 
the XC-99 to Convair FW 
late this summer or early 
this fall. 

August C. Esenwein, manager 
at Convair FW, said that the cur¬ 
rent proposal would involve over¬ 
haul and modification of the 
world’s largest operational air¬ 
craft. Built in San Diego and 
shifted to Fort Worth for com¬ 
pletion, the XC-99 was turned 
over to the Air Force in 1949. 

Since then it has shattered vir¬ 
tually all load-carrying records 
and only last month, June 11, 
passed its 4,000th hour in the air. 

The milestone came on a flight 
from its home base at Kelly Air 
Force Base, Texas, to Ramey 


The XC-99 came home to 
Convair SD for the first time in 
four years last week. 


COMING HOME—Air Force's XC-99 transport is tentatively 
scheduled to return to Fort Worth for overhaul and modification 
this year. Always a crowd pleaser, picture above was made as 


long lines form at Kelly AFB waiting for chance to view plane's 
interior. Big ship returned to Convair SD for first time in four 
years last week to pick up cargo. 


The big transport picked up 
93,000 pounds of cargo bound 
for Holloman Air Force Base 
near Alamogordo, N. M. 


Air Force Purchases 
Of B-36s Will Exceed 
Billion Dollar Mark 

When the last of the B-36s rolls off the Convair Fort 
Worth assembly line this summer, it will mark more than 
$1,000,000,000 (one billion dollars) in Air Force purchases 
of the craft. 


F-102 Delivered 
To Edwards AFB 
Via Air Route 

An Air Force F-102 inter¬ 
ceptor took the air route 
from Convair San Diego to 
the desert for the first time 
June 19. 

With E. D. Shannon, chief 
of engineering flight test at 
SD, at the controls, the 
delta - wing fighter cleared 
the runways at Lindbergh 
Field at 12:37 p.m. and ar¬ 
rived at Edwards Air Force 
Base in the Mojave Desert 
a short time later. 

The flight marked the first 
time the new Air Force intercep¬ 
tor has flown in the San Diego 
area and was the first takeoff of 
a delta wing aircraft from the 
local airport. 

Previously, the F-102s sched¬ 
uled for production flight test at 
the desert base were trucked from 
San-Jfc^mshrouded in canvas for 
security reasons. 

Hundreds of Convair SD em¬ 
ployees got their first look at the 
F-102 the day before when Shan¬ 
non put it through a series of taxi 
tests on the runways just outside 
the San Diego plant. 

A public address system an¬ 
nouncement shortly before noon 
informed Plant 1 employees that 
the tests would be conducted dur¬ 
ing the factory lunch hour. 

The fences surrounding the 
plant were packed with curious 
viewers as Shannon started the 
J-57 engine and nosed the sleek 
dart-shaped fighter out on the 
taxi strip and moved down the 
line and back again. Later that 
day he put the plane through a 
series of slow and high speed taxi 
runs, checking control and brake 
systems, drag chute operations 
and engine thrust performance. 

B. F. Coggan, Convair San 
Diego manager, earlier indi¬ 
cated that the F-102 program 
has reached a stage where it is 
(Continued on Page 2) 


That disclosure was made this 
week by Col. Albert W. James, 
director of procurement and pro¬ 
duction for the San Antonio Air 
Materiel Area, with headquarters 
at Kelly Air Force Base. SAAMA 
now administers the entire B-36 
program—new production, over¬ 
haul and modernization. 

At the same time, while manu¬ 
facture of the B-36s phases out, 
Convair already is well into what 
SAAMA identified as a $40,000,- 
000 per year program to over¬ 
haul, modify, and modernize the 
entire fleet. 

“And this fleet,” says SAAMA 
press release, “packs more punch 
than all the combined fleets that 
ever sailed the seas or skies since 
time began.” 

SAAMA quotes Col. Columbus 
“Doc” Savage, AF representative 
at Convair Fort Worth, as saying: 

“SAM-SAC is a long-range pro¬ 
gram running through 1957. The 
entire fleet will go through in 


A total of $53,465.05 was do¬ 
nated by Convair Employees Con- 
Trib-Club, Inc., to United Fund and 
other Fort Worth charities in the 
first quarter of the current fiscal 
year, the C-T-C board of directors 
reported at its last meeting. 

This is in addition to $5,392.35 
paid out to Convair families 
themselves through the emer¬ 
gency aid program. 

Largest amount by far— 
$42,885.46—went to United Fund 
to help support the 42 agencies 
in that program. 


a form of running maintenance, 
which is broken down into three 
cycles. In other words, every 
B-36 within the next few years 
will go through Convair FW lines 
three times.” 

Purpose is to completely mod¬ 
ernize the “A” and “H” fleet 
with only a small part of the 
fleet ever being in drydock at 
any one time. 

Thus the bulk of the air ar¬ 
mada, only one of its kind in any¬ 
body’s air force, remains ready 
in the hands of Gen. Curtis Le- 
May, Strategic Air Command 
chief. 

While hush-hush superjet bomb¬ 
ers are in the making, and while 
other newer craft are available 
in limited numbers, Col. Savage 
commented: 

“The Strategic Air Command, 
the B-36s and the crack crews 
who fly them all add up to this 
country’s prime ace in the hole 
at this time.” 


Another sizeable chunk was the 
$6,853 donated to City-County 
Hospital. It was used to purchase 
equipment for combatting polio. 

Other contributions in the pe¬ 
riod were Tuberculosis Society, 
$3,543.07, and Fort Worth Foun¬ 
dation for the Visually Handi¬ 
capped. 

Funds also are being accumu¬ 
lated and will be paid at the end 
of the fiscal year for American 
Cancer Society, American Heart 
Association, Crippled Children’s 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Convair to Back 
First World 
Model Olympics 

Airplane model champions from 
around the globe, including Con¬ 
vair San Diego’s Dick Baxter, are 
expected to compete in the first 
annual World Model Air Olympics 
July 24-26 near New York City. 

The United States Air Force 
will be official host and Convair 
the sponsor when individual and 
team champions from foreign 
countries vie with American 
champions at Suffolk County Air 
Force Base, Long Island. 

Competition will be conducted 
by the Academy of Model Aero¬ 
nautics, a division of the National 
Aeronautic Association, under 
regulation of the Federation Aero- 
nautique Internationale (FAI), 
international governing body for 
aviation sporting events. 

Two major events—the Wake¬ 
field competition for rubber- 
powered models and the FAI en¬ 
gine-powered free flight duration 
contest—will be supplemented by 
special exhibition flights and 
speed record events, according to 
T. G. Lanphier Jr., Convair vice- 
president and president of NAA. 

Baxter of Dept. 6 will be one of 
the members of the American 
team in the Wakefield event. He 
won a place on the team by tak¬ 
ing individual honors in a West 
Coast international event held 
June 12 near Sacramento. The 
American teams in both events 
will be defending champions, 
having won the 18th competition 
for the historic Wakefield cup and 
the third running of the FAI 
trophy event at Cranefield, Eng¬ 
land, last year. 

AMA President Keith H. Storey 
reported that 48 nations, includ¬ 
ing Soviet Russia and four com¬ 
munist bloc countries, are eligible 
to compete in the air Olympics as 
FAI members. 

Convair President Joseph T. 
McNarney pointed out that the 
model aeronautical engineering is 
an internationally accepted 
(Continued on Page 2) 


AFB, Puerto Rico, just eight 
months from the time it passed 
the 3,000th hour mark. 

Capt. James M. Pittard, XC-99 
project officer and aircraft com¬ 
mander, was at the controls as he 
has been for over 2,500 hours of 
the big freighter’s flying time. 
Maj. I. D. Wilson was co-pilot 
and M/Sgt. William A. Moore, 
flight engineer. Fifteen airmen 
made up the plane’s crew. 

The XC-99, called “Queen of 
the Skies” by Kelly airmen, was 
first assigned to the Texas base 
for airlift of cargo in September 
of 1950. Since then it has moved 
over 35,000,000 pounds of freight, 
an all-time record for Air Force 
cargo planes. During this period 
it made 496 flights and traveled 
over 700,000 miles with an aver¬ 
age payload of 71,000 pounds each 
trip. (Seven months during this 
period the XC-99 was out of 
service for modification.) 

Since .passing the 1,000-hour 
mark, the “flying freight train” 
has averaged 16 flights and 130 
hours flying time each month. 
It makes runs about twice each 
week between Kelly and McClel¬ 
lan AFB, California, with trips 
to Puerto Rico about twice a 
month. 

Built at Convair SD, the XC-99 
made its first flight in San Diego 
in November, 1947. It was turned 
over to the Air Force in 1949. 

Texas B-36s to Fly 
Non-Stop to Africa 

Twenty B-36s from Carswell Air 
Force Base at Fort Worth will 
fly non-stop to North Africa late 
this month. 

The two squadrons of the 11th 
Bomb Wing will go to take part 
in a mobility training exercise. 
About 500 officers and men will 
be involved. 

One group will stay 10 days, 
the other a month. 

The movement was described 
by the Air Force as a “routine 
training exercise in accordance 
with the AF’s program for main¬ 
taining the global mobility of the 
Strategic Air Command.” 


Con-Trib-Club Reports 
Financial Disbursements 
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Fifteen-year service emblems were recently awarded this trio at FW. Left to 
right are W. D. Halsey, Dept. 7; L. S. Cottle, Dept. 27; and George Cook, 
Dept. 74. 


fag fock CnMeA 


Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are due 
during the period July 1 through July 15. 
Fifteen-year: Dept. 74, G. Cook. 
Ten-year: Dept. 4, V. D. Cantrell, J. 
B Young. Dept. 9, E. H. Langford. 
Dept. 20, B. E. Beasley. Dept. 22, J. E. 
Balch. Dept. 24, A. C. Aaron, W. B. 
Minter, V. J. Moore, J. E. Young. 

Dept. 25, H. N. Barber, H. M. Goins, 
C. Jackson, W. J. Leonard, F. S. Ligon. 
Dept. 27, A. Blair, J. R. McNeely, L. K. 
Mauldin. Dept. 29, E. Copp. 

Dept. 31, B. B. Kerr, J. G. King, A. 
Moore, W. F. Stapleton. Dept. 40, B. A. 
Walker, H. D. Weatherby, F. H. Wesson, 
J. M. Wilkereon. Dept. 47, W. L. Miller, 
E H. Paul, T. M. Purselley. Dept. 48, 
R*. H. Hilliard, H. W. O’Bryant, G. L. 
Ward. Dept. 50, R. C. Benfer, M. L. 
Trotter. __ 

Dept. 60, C. M. Humphries, D. E. 
Jackson. Dept. 61, C. E. Cornett. Dept. 
62 J. C. McClendon, D. M. Webb. Dept. 
63* L. R. Parvin. Dept. 64, J. F. Ivey. 
Dept. 65, W. J. C. Morgan, O. E. Sims, 
W. W. Yeathermon. 

Dept. 74, M. Weeks. Dept. 76, W. L. 
Ellis, B. J. Smith, W. G. Tarver. Dept. 
81 L. B. Pipkin. Dept. 82, V. Prasifka. 
Dept. 91, B. T. Reagan. Dept. 92, W. 
R. Dudley. Dept. 93, V. S. Holbrook, 
W. W. Jones. Dept. 94, W. J. Murphy. 
Dept. 95, E. L. Ballard, S. L. McCollum, 
C. H. Reese. „ _ _ .. 

Five-year: Dept. 2, H. B. Parnell. 
Dept. 3, M. H. Braungardt, M. M. D. 
Sides. Dept. 4, H. L. Betts Jr., E. L. 
Culp, M. D. Hendrix, A. W. Lasiter, H. 

L. Preslar, C. B. Priddy, M. G. Spaugh 

Jl Dept. 6, R. H. Brickley Jr., R. E. Dar¬ 
ling, J. S. Gallagher, E. M. Harnist, G. 
W. Hay, D. R. Kent Jr., R. C. Matte- 
son, P. G. Normand, C. H. Scroggs Jr., 

C. W. Shackelford Jr.. H. D. Smith, G. 
P. Stidham, W. T. Timmons, W. W. 
Woodward. 

Dept. 8, H. R. Harrison, E. C. Wilgus. 
Dept. 11, M. C. Daniels. Dept. 20, W. 

A. Brown, S. H. Clark, E. E. Fenn, H. 

W. Fergason, E. R. Hickson, J. L. Jen¬ 
sen, J. L. Martin, M. W. Morris. R. A. 
Norton, V. D. Seeton, W. J. Sells, W. 
T. Simpson Jr., J. T. Wigington, J. L. 
Wilson. „ 

Dept. 22, N. Crosby, O. E. Green, I. 
J. Greenslade, J. P. Huddleston, A. J. 
McCain, W. E. Maddux. D. L. Pittman, 
W. P. Ramsay, J. E. Steele. 

Dept. 24, W. C. Allmon Jr., D. M. 
Altizer, T. H. Halsey, W. L. Massey. 
Dept. 25, C. J. Anderson, E. Bryant, 
W. I. Stephenson, G. M. Trammell Jr., 

D. Williams, C. A. Wood. 

Dept: 26, E. W. Lowe. Dept. 27, J. 

M. Gooch, G. W. Howard. Dept. 29, L. 

E. Brostmeyer. Dept. 30, D. M. Ander¬ 
son Jr. Dept. 40, K. K. Heard. 

Dept. 48, H. B. Brooks, T. L. Collum, 
C. E. Ford, E. Gill, M. Harwell, E. D. 
Holland, E. G. Jeter, J. A. King, C. A. 
Morrow, W. T. Nichols, B. J. Reed, J. L. 
Shen, A. D. Smith, J. B. Thomas, A. T. 
Washburn, E. L. Williamson. 

Dept. 50, J. A. McIntosh. Dept. 65, 

B. M. Daniels. Dept. 73, V. H. Hunter, 
E. W. Young. Dept. 74. C. D. Holland. 
Dept. 75, B. R. Erwin, L. F. Gerwe, V. 
H. Jones Sr. 

Dept. 81, R. C. Baker, A. L. Hath- 
cock, J. D. Landers. M. A. Lighthart, 
H. F. Martin, L. E. Robinson, H. N. 
Wilcox, J. K. Williams. Dept. 82, J. N. 
Hogan, R. L. Jones Jr., A. B. Trotter. 

Dept. 91, B. G. Herrmann, C. L. Pan- 
nell, G. C. Ross. Dept. 92, B. K. Crane, 
O. R. Garcia, B. E. McCollum, W. Mas¬ 
sey. Dept. 93, E. G. Sandefur. Dept. 94, 
L. D. Haun, J. Lopez Jr. Dept. 95, H. 
A. Dubois, B. E. Mayhar, D. J. Peeples, 
J. M. Pegg. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

BOLTON—Daughter, Janette Sue, born 
May 29 to Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Bolton, 
Dept. 9-2. 

MANLY—Daughter, Marian Yvonne, 8 
lbs. 12 oz., born June 5 to Mr. and Mrs. 
N. I. Manly, Jr., Dept. 3-4. 

DAINGERFIELD 

LEE—Son, Randolph Thomas, 7 lbs. 7 
oz., born June 1 to Mr. and Mrs. M. B. 
Lee, Dept. 1. 


First Interceptor Flies 
From SD to Edwards 

(Continued from Page 1) 
practical to conduct some test 
operations in San Diego rather 
than run through the entire cy^le 
of tests prior to delivery at 
Edwards. 

Coggan also added that F-102s 
ready for delivery to Edwards and 
to the new Palmdale production 
test site in the future will likely 
be flown there on their maiden 
flight. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions and transfers to or within 
supervision and professional and admin¬ 
istrative personnel effective June 10: 

Dept. 4, Material: To buyer, H. B. 
Garland, L. W. Taylor Jr. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To senior de¬ 
sign engineer, D. E. Bloom, J. H. Chaf¬ 
fin, J. J. Forney; to engineering draw¬ 
ings checker, W. C. Eells ; to test engi¬ 
neer, R. J. Green Jr., C. D. Yates; to 
engineering writer, K. Gregory. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: To tooling and 
operation plan assistant supervisor, J. 
D. DuPree, G. W. Griggs; to technical 
assistant supervisor, C. R. Ezell Jr., to 
tool design assistant supervisor, J. C. 
Hobbs; to tooling analyst, J. Hogue Jr. ; 
to engineering illustration editor, W. T. 
Inman ; to senior tool engineer, D. W. 
Johnson; to. department assistant, M. 
Miller; to tool design analyst, C. W. 
Trollinger; to tool and operation plan 
assistant supervisor, S. W. Williams. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: To pro¬ 
curement engineer, T. W. Ecklund. 

Dept. 27, Inspection: To inspection 
supervisor, group V, D. B. Tallon. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: To process 
analyst, D. R. Gerth, F. R. Glick. 

Dept. 62, Flight and Delivery: To 
assistant foreman, J. P. Jackson. 

Dept. 75, Electronics: To assistant 
foreman, D. H. Anderson. 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

LINNSTAEDT—George A., Dept. 27, 
died June 16. Survived by wife and two 
sons, George F. and John B., four sisters 
and a half-brother. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $52.24 for the 
period ending June 18: 

Dept. 2, Division Manager: Helen L. 
Mills. 

Dept. 75, Electronics: O. M. Collier 
Jr. 

Dept. 76, Armament: H. L. Goodner, 
G. M. Morrison. 


New Club Officers 
Welcomed at SD 

Convair SD Management Club 
welcomed a new group of officers 
at installation ceremonies June 23 
when the club staged its vacation 
night meeting at Balboa Park 
Club, sponsored by Industrial Re¬ 
lations. 

Lee House, incoming president, 
took over the gavel from Harry 
Rote, now a past president. 

Mug of the Month award for 
June went to Logan Jenkins, Dept. 
1-32, Convairiety editor. 

Mr. MacSave-It honors for the 
past three months were awarded 
to W. K. Baker, Dept. 28; Bill 
Pickens, Dept. 102, and Ray 
Peters, Dept. 24. 



HONORED — Logan Jenkins, 
left, Convairiety editor, receives 
Mug of the Month from J. K. 
Field at June SD Management 
Club meeting. Leis were in keep¬ 
ing with vacation theme. 


★ CchVairietif W 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego. Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations. General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
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Capt. Stirling 
Ends Duty Tour 
At Convair SD 

Capt. C. W. Stirling, USN, Bu¬ 
reau of Aeronautics representa¬ 
tive at Convair San Diego for the 
last three years, ends his Con¬ 
vair tour of duty this week. 

He is being reassigned to the 
Bureau of Aeronautics, Washing¬ 
ton, D. C. 

Cdr. Frank K. Slason, USN, 
currently stationed at the Naval 
Air Turbine Test Station, Tren¬ 
ton, N. J., is scheduled to suc¬ 
ceed Capt. Stirling as BAR some¬ 
time in late August or early Sep¬ 
tember. In the meantime, Cdr. 
R. L. Smith, USN, who has been 
assistant BAR, will take over in 
acting capacity. 

Prior to coming to Convair in 
July of 1951, Capt. Stirling was 
director of the design elements 
division in BuAer and in charge 
of aerodynamics laboratories at 
the David Taylor Model Basin, 
Carderock, Md. While with Con¬ 
vair he has taken an important 
role in the progress of such Navy 
projects as the R3Y turboprop 
Tradewind, the delta wing XF2Y 
Sea Dart, and the vertical takeoff 
XFY-1 currently in tethered flight 
testing at Moffett Field, as well 
as numerous other Navy affairs. 

Cdr. Smith, now acting BAR, 
has been with Convair about two 
years. Before that time he was 
operations officer at Naval Air 
Station, Guam, and prior to that 
was navigator aboard the USS 
Valley Forge. His tour aboard 
that carrier, incidentally, coin¬ 
cided closely with that of Capt. 
W. F. Rodee, a former BAR at 
San Diego, who left Convair in 
the spring of 1951 to become 
chief of staff for the commander 
of carrier division 3, for which 
the Valley Forge was flagship. 

Navy Students 
Visit Pomona 

Two groups of student-officers 
from the Naval Post Graduate 
School at Monterey, Calif., visited 
the Navy Guided Missiles School 
at Convair Pomona this month 
and a third group is scheduled for 
a visit Thursday and Friday (July 
1 and 2), Lt. H. J. Williams, com¬ 
manding officer of the school, has 
reported. 

The students, who recently com¬ 
pleted the first year of a three- 
year course, are on extensive field 
trips to air frame and propulsion 
plants throughout Southern Cali¬ 
fornia. One group, the aircraft 
armament class, visited Pomona 
June 17 and 18, and the ordnance 
engineering class was at the plant 
June 22. The aerodynamic engi¬ 
neering class is scheduled to visit 
July 1 and 2. 

The visits have included tours 
of the engineering and factory 
buildings, conducted by plant 
supervision, and summaries of 
other aspects of Convair products 
by Convair, Naval Inspector of 
Ordnance and Guided Missiles 
School personnel. 

International Field 
Scheduled to Compete 
In Model Olympics 

(Continued from Page 1) 

| science as well as a sport. 

“Its practical value is evidenced 
by the fact that many enthusiasts 
in model competition have become 
famous designers and builders of 
aircraft,” McNarney said. 
“Among the millions of today’s 

model builders and contestants 
are many who will take their 
places in the aircraft industry and 
in military or commercial aviation 
in the years to come.” 

Scene of the air Olympics is a 
key air defense base near the 
southeast tip of Long Island, ap¬ 
proximately 80 miles from New 
York City. It will be open to the 
public for the three-day event, 
the Air Force reported. 



HIGHEST AWARD—Convair FW recently won highest award 
of National Safety Council and a Texas safety honor. Shown 
holding plaques are left to right, W. B. Watkins and W. C. Hutch¬ 
erson, Dept. 4, August C. Esenwein, manager at Convair FW, Mrs. 
Imogene Floyd and F. E. Williams of Dept. 73. 


Convair Fort Worth Presented 
Highest National Safety Award 


Convair FW latched onto two 
top safety awards at a brief pres¬ 
entation June 11. 

August C. Esenwein, manager 
at Convair FW, accepted the 
highest award of the National 
Safety Council. It is the award 
of honor and was presented by 
E. C. McFadden, vice-president 
for industry of the national or¬ 
ganization. 

Convair earned the award by 
building up 4,109,841 manhours 
without a disabling injury, ac¬ 
cording to Fred Temple, safety 
engineering supervisor. Convair 
also received the award in 1952. 

In addition, Convair won the 
Texas Safety Association’s first 
place award for aircraft manufac¬ 
turing. This is the fifth straight 


year for that honor. 

Two departments were singled 
out for their excellent safety rec¬ 
ords. Dept. 73 (electrical bench) 
has worked a year without a dis¬ 
abling injury and the record is 
continuing. Employees have work¬ 
ed more than 4,765,782 manhours 
since the last disabling injury. 

Dept. 4 was also recognized, 
having worked all of 1953 without 
a disabling injury. 

Attending the presentation in 
the executive conference room 
were Charles Needham, president 
of the Fort Worth Safety Coun¬ 
cil, and Dr. W. J. Danforth, man¬ 
aging director of the council. 
C. L. Henry, chairman of the 
Fort Worth Chapter of the 
American Society of Safety Engi¬ 
neers, was also present. 


United Fund Receives Largest Share 
Of Donations During Past Quarter 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Society, Salvation Army, Boy 
Scouts, Lena Pope Home, North 
Fore Worth Day Nursery, Light¬ 
house for the Blind. 

August C. Esenwein, C-T-C 
president, emphasized that Con- 
Trib-Club is following “strictly 
to the letter” any and all re¬ 
quests of employees who may 
have indicated a preference as to 

Training Directors 
Elect H. C. Anderson 

H. C. Anderson, training as¬ 
sistant supervisor at Convair FW, 
was elected president of the Fort 
Worth Chapter of the American 
Society of Training Directors at 
their recent organizational meet¬ 
ing. 

The charter was presented to 
the organization by Drew M. 
Young, national vice-president for 
Region three. 

James F. Long was named 
chairman of the board. John C. 
Payne will head the program com¬ 
mittee. Both are Convair train¬ 
ing specialists. 

The next meeting will be held 
at 7 p.m. July 13 at the Fort 
Worth public library. 


what agencies benefit from their 
contributions. 

Paid in by employees during 
the period was $63,588.62. , This, 
added to a cash balance, of 
$12,103.43 at start of the period, 
made total cash available of 
$75,692.05. 

Subtracting disbursements of 
$58,857.40, a balance of $16,834.65 
remained in special C-T-C bank 
accounts with which to start the 
new quarter. 

Pledges outstanding at the 
start of the new quarter totaled 
$96,806.40. 

Overall, 86 per cent of all Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth employees were 
participating (either by payroll 
deductions, or by cash contribu¬ 
tion at start of the year). 

Three departments boasted 100 
per cent participation—budget ad¬ 
ministration, flight and outside 
production. 


Gun Club to Meet 

California hunting regulations 
will be one of the chief topics of 
discussion when the Convair SD 
Gun Club holds it regular meet¬ 
ing at 7:30 p.m. July 13 in the 
Natural History Museum, Balboa 
Park. 



PRACTICING—Dick Baxter of Dept. 6 at SD prepares to launch 
his model airplane in test run before "World Model Air Olympics" 
next month at Weshampton, Long Island. Baxter won place on 
four-man United States team to compete against international 
competition. Convair will sponsor the event. 
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Navy Crews Schooled at Convair SD 
In Flying and Servicing Tradewind 



LEARNING ROPES—Navy men who some day will fly R3Ys 
are shown in Convair SD classroom, listening to Ludwig Knudsen, 
Convair production flight instructor. 



DISTRACTION—All eyes couldn't have been on model of R3Y 
"bow-loader" when it appeared in pool of Miami Beach hotel as 
exhibit for aviation writers this month. Certainly Barbara King, 
Eastern Air Lines stewardess, merited some attention, too. "Miss 
Bow-ioader" for day is shown with E. G. Stout, who led Convair 
delegation. 

Engineers at FW Earn Higher Degrees 
Without Visiting College Campus 



PRIDE AND JOY—Swiss-made jig boring machine, designed for 
handling small work as minute as watch making, is pride of experi¬ 
mental factory at Convair Pomona. Main features are its high 
degree of accuracy and the use of optical scales. Operator is J. J. 
Natale, Dept. 31. Machine here is being used with circular dividing 
table. 

Pomona's Machine Shop 
Geared For Fine Work 

The old gag about “the difficult we do right away, the 
impossible takes a little longer"" might well apply to the 
experimental machine shop at Convair Pomona. 

“Since Convair Pomona is in a new field, daily we en¬ 
counter new problems for which there is no precedent,” 
L. F. Scherer, foreman, said. “There is no ‘authority" to 
consult, so we must solve each of these problems as it 
arises. 


Five Convair FW engineers 
won their master’s degrees in 
engineering from Southern 
Methodist University this month 
—without ever setting foot on 
the SMU campus. 

They are the first graduates of 
a Convair-SMU sponsored pro¬ 
gram designed to give Convair 
engineers a 'chance to further 


Gold Keys Presented 
IAS Members at FW 

Gold keys were presented to 
three Convair FW engineers re¬ 
cently at a meeting of the Insti¬ 
tute of Aeronautical Sciences. 

On the receiving end w;ere 
E. W. Feddersen, assistant proj¬ 
ect engineer; Oscar Thompson, 
structures project engineer; and 
Harold Johnson, senior structures 
engineer. 

They were awarded the keys by 
D. Andreoli, Texas section chair¬ 
man, for their achievements as 
past chairmen of the organization. 
Fedderson held the job in 1944, 
Thompson in 1945 and 1946 and 
Johnson 1946 through 1949. 

Maj. Gen. J. B. Montgomery, 
commanding general of the Eighth 
Air Force, Carswell AFB, ad¬ 
dressed the group. 

Maintenance Repeats 
Housekeeping Record 

For the second consecutive 
month, the maintenance depart¬ 
ment at Convair Daingerfield 
made a perfect score: no poor 
housekeeping practices in the 
department during either May or 
June. 

But that isn’t all. During May, 
there were four departments with 
perfect records: wind tunnel, 
maintenance, electronics and photo 
lab. But wind tunnel made first 
place. 

In June, two departments which 
made inspections with no marks 
against them were: industrial re¬ 
lations and facility and design. 


their education at a minimum of 
cost. 

Actually, it is possible for an 
engineer to receive his master 
degree having spent money for 
books only. Convair reimburses 
any student who makes a grade 
of B or better in the course. 
Candidates for the master degree 
must have a B average to win 
the degree. 

After a minimum of 27 hours 
of study, each student is required 
to write a thesis. The five from 
Convair who successfully com¬ 
pleted this work and were award¬ 
ed their degrees June 1 are: 

R. T. Sullins, Jr., project struc¬ 
tures engineer; F. J. Stevvins, 
structures engineer; W. M. Mose¬ 
ley, structures engineer; Rex Col- 
linsworth, design group engineer, 
and W. N. White, propulsion 
engineer. 

The program has been in effect 
at Convair since 1951. Eight 
classes are now being offered with 
approximately 100 graduate engi¬ 
neers participating. 


Over half a million manhours 
without a disabling injury! That 
was the impressive record chalked 
up by five groups at Convair SD 
during the monthly safety contest 
in May. 

Perfect records were estab¬ 
lished by Dept. 25, under Supt. 
Vern Sharp; Depts. 35, 36 and 


Twenty-six Navy officers 
and enlisted men who will, 
one day fly or service the 
Convair-built R3Y turboprop 
“Tradewind” last week fin¬ 
ished a special ground school 
training course at Convair 
SD. 

The bulk of the trainees were 
from the Navy’s flight test center 
at Patuxent River, Maryland. 
They are under the command of 
Lcdr. Charles Feiock. Several 
members of VR-2 Squadron at 
Alameda NAS, California, under 
Lt. George C. Seifert also attend¬ 
ed. This is the squadron which 
will operate the R3Ys for the 
Navy. 

Their Convair training period 
was sponsored jointly by produc¬ 
tion flight department and service 
engineering. 

Classroom sessions were de¬ 
voted to studies of mock-up and 
mobile training units, as well as 
lectures and demonstrations. The 
Navy men also spent part of their 
time on the seaplane ramp where 
R3Ys are being readied for flight. 

“These people will be able to 
conduct classes at their home 
bases in these same subjects prior 
to delivery of the first R3Y,” said 
P. H. Selby of the production 
flight training section. 

Additional members of VR-2 
Squadron will arrive at Convair 
in August for flight training on 
the R3Y. 

Quality Control 
Wins Pomona 
Safety Trophy 

Three departments tied for 
first place with perfect scores in 
the monthly Safety contest for 
May at Convair Pomona, H. S. 
Naish, Safety supervisor, an¬ 
nounced last week. 

Quality Control (Dept. 27), the 
first department to win the 
traveling trophy after the con¬ 
test was initiated in February, 
worked more manhours than the 
other two winning departments 
during the month, and again will 
retain possession of the trophy 
until a new winner is named. 
The department is the first to 
win the trophy two times. 

The two other departments 
with perfect ratings were Tool 
Manufacturing (Dept. 42) and 
Sub-Assembly (Dept. 61). The 
latter department won the trophy 
for April, and Tool Manufactur¬ 
ing was a first-place winner in 
February and March, losing the 
trophy in all three months only 
because other winning depart¬ 
ments worked more man-hours. 

Other departments, in the order 
in which they placed, are: check¬ 
out equipment maintenance, engi¬ 
neering, material, manufacturing 
control, experimental factory, 
plant engineering, machine shop, 
electrical assembly, missile check¬ 
out, final assembly, sheet metal 
and processing. 


340, under Supt. J. P. Hopman; 
Depts. 21 and 22, under T. F. 
McAleer, chief of manufacturing 
control, Plant 1; and Dept. 603, 
under General Foreman H. W. 
Meyers. 

These departments worked a 
total of 550,635 manhours during 
the month of May. 


“Up to the present time we 
have met no obstacles that could 
not be overcome, although some 
of them have ‘taken a little 
longer,’ ” he added. 

The primary source of prob¬ 
lems to the experimental machine 
shop is that newly designed parts 
or components with difficult con¬ 
figurations or shapes, which in 
the production stage will be cast¬ 
ings or forgings, must be ma¬ 
chined from solid round, bar or 
plate metal stock. 

“Because of the difficult angles 
sometimes required on surfaces, 
holes, contours, etc, of this type 
of work, it is necessary that our 
shop be equipped with machines 
of greater accuracy and flexibility 
than those ordinarily found in 
production machine shops,” 
Scherer continued. 

“Another reason why we need 
machines with these characteris¬ 
tics is that when a new part is 
designed, we are given the job of 
manufacturing it as nearly per¬ 
fect as possible. Then after 
evaluation tests we make a series 
of similar parts, each a little less 
perfect than the last, for further 
tests to determine how far toler¬ 
ances may be relaxed for produc¬ 
tion without loss of required oper¬ 
ating efficiency of the part,” he 
added. 

Typical of the precision ma¬ 
chinery with which the shop is 
equipped are a No. 1-H Swiss- 
made jig boring machine equipped 
with a circular dividing table; a 
larger Kearney and Trecker jig 
borer with astronomical divider 
attachment; and a Pratt and 
Whitney Keller BG-21 duplicator. 

“The Swiss jig borer is de¬ 
signed for handling small work, 


such as is required in watchmak¬ 
ing, and it is guaranteed to be 
accurate to within 80 millionths 
of an inch,” Scherer said. “The 
three tools mostly used—the bor¬ 
ing spindle, spotting tool and the 
locating microscope—can be set 
successively and accurately on the 
same point of work by operating 
a hand wheel. 

“This permits spotting a point, 
checking its position and drilling 
a hole without undue loss of time. 
Readings are made on lighted 
screens instead of through eye¬ 
pieces, and the operator is nor¬ 
mally seated at all times while 
operating the machine,” he added. 

“And by using a circular divid¬ 
ing table with the machine, a cir¬ 
cle can be accurately divided into 
seconds of arc—or into 1,296,000 
parts!” 

Although many times larger 
and designed for much heavier 
work, the K and T jig borer when 
used with the astronomical divid¬ 
ing head can also divide a circle 
accurately into seconds of arc, 
and divisions below 1,296,000 may 
be indexed with a theoretical in¬ 
accuracy of not greater than 
.000024 inch. Also, the astronomi¬ 
cal dividing attachment can be 
used with the dividing head spin¬ 
dle set at any angle between five 
degrees below the horizontal to 
five degrees beyond the perpen¬ 
dicular. 

The Keller duplicator is similar 
to those found in many produc¬ 
tion shops, except that it will 
handle larger work—it will take 
metal stock up to 30 by 60 inches 
and duplicate as required by 
template. It has an automatic 
tracer, is capable of three dimen¬ 
sional reproduction, and can be 
operated on a 360 degree basis. 


Departments at San Diego Register Half Million 
Man Hours Free of Disabling Injury During May 
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DEFENDERS—When Fort Worth recently took part in a Civil stration. Gasoline (unfit for other use because of impurities) was 

Defense practice alert, Convair FW firemen put on this demon- exploded in old fuselage section, and crash truck went into action. 
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HOME-BUILT—Sandi Burpee (Dept. 6, Pomona) and drawing of 
kiln she built from coffee can, sewer pipe, wiring and diatomaceous 
earth. Kiln is used to fire enamel to metal in making jewelry. 


No Two Alike 


Design Draftsman Revives Old 
Art of Fusing Enamel-Copper 


An art that was ancient even in the Middle Ages when 
soldiers used it to decorate their armor is providing a 
profitable hobby for Convair Pomona's Sandi Burpee (de- 
sign draftsman in Dept. 6). 


This recently revived art is the 
kiln firing of enamel designs on 
copper, and Miss Burpee, adding 
some innovations of her own, is 
using it to make highly unusual 
costume jewelry. 

“Kiln fired enamel rates with 
pottery as one of the oldest forms 
of art, and it is also one of the 
least destructible forms/’ Miss 
Burpee said. “The ancient Egyp¬ 
tians used it, and soldiers in the 
middle ages hammered indenta¬ 
tions in their shields, filled the 
dents with different colors of 
enamel, and fired them in kilns 
or ovens to produce attractive 
designs.” 

The enamel used, incidentajjy, 
isn’t the kind to be found on paint 
store shelves. Actually it is a 
form of powdered colored glass 
and can be purchased only in a 
few 7 hobby and art shops, Miss 
Burpee said. Firing melts the 
enamel, fuses it to the metal base, 
and gives it a glazed finish. 

Earrings are Miss Burpee’s 
most numerous products, but she 



Sandi Burpee (Dept. 6, Pomo¬ 
na) tries on earring she made 
from fired enameled copper. She 
also made bracelet and ring. 


also makes bracelets, pins and 
brooches, and—she believes this 
is an original idea—collar tabs 
for women’s blouses. Unless she 
is making a pair of something, 
she tries never to duplicate a 
design. 

“Individuality of design is the 
only excuse for calling the proc¬ 
ess an art,” she said. 

Although she has a broad artis¬ 
tic background—she studied at 
the Art Center School in Los 
Angeles, has been a guest instruc¬ 
tor there, has done extensive com¬ 
mercial and creative photography, 
etc.—copper enameling is a fair¬ 
ly recent venture for her. 

“I first became interested last 
October, while visiting in the 
home of some friends,” she said. 
“I learned a few general prin¬ 
ciples from them, but since then 
I’ve developed my own technique 
by the trial and error method. 
I even made most of my own 
equipment, including the kiln I 
use.” 

Although she started making 
the jewelry strictly as an experi¬ 
mental hobby, Miss Burpee has 
had no trouble in finding a mar¬ 
ket for her products. Friends and 
acquaintances have bought many 
items, and recently she was com¬ 
missioned by a trading post in 
Colorado to make a complete line 
of jewelry using American Indian 
designs. 


Summer Festival 
Of Music to Start 

An invitation to attend any or 
all of the 1954 Summer Festival 
of Music programs was extended 
Convair SD employees this week 
by the San Diego Symphony Or¬ 
chestra. 

The programs are held at 8:30 
p.m. each Tuesday at the Balboa 
Park Bowl, beginning July 13 and 
running through Aug. 17. Tickets 
are available at Thearle’s Music 
Store downtown. 



"This is Miss Seilheimer, fellows ... Do you suppose we can 
squeeze her in somewhere?" 



LABOR OF LOVE—Top photo shows new Aledo Methodist 
Church near Fort Worth, built largely by Convair men and women. 
Below is Jack Forney, FW engineer, putting last touches to church 
mural which he painted as tribute to memory of mother-in-law. 

Mural in New Methodist Church 
Painted by Convair FW Engineer 

A striking tribute to the memory of his mother-in-law 
is the result of more than a year’s spare time painting by 
Jack Forney, Convair FW engineer. 


Esenwein Stresses 
Prompt Deliveries 
In Quality Speech 

“Firecrackers aren’t much good 
on the fifth of July.” 

That brought home one angle 
of Convair’s quality control pro¬ 
gram when August C. Esenwein, 
vice president, talked June 3 be¬ 
fore 115 members of the Ameri¬ 
can Society for Quality Control. 

The quip about firecrackers 
meant just this: “If we fail to 
deliver our products when the 
customer needs them—we won’t 
long have that customer.” 

He pointed out that Convair’s 
slogan includes this point: “Qual¬ 
ity Products, on Schedule, Within 
Budgeted Costs.” 

He continued: 

“If we deliver a product which 
fails to do what it is supposed 
to do, no matter how cheap it 
is nor how rapidly built, we won’t 
sell many of them.” 



VISITOR —M. C. Whitworth 
and H. B. Phillips, Dept. 25-3, 
found a stranger at north end of 
Fort Worth yard area recently. 
The Opossum refused to account 
for his lack of proper identifi¬ 
cation, even when Whitworth 
tweaked his tail. 


Forney painted a 4-by-12 foot 
mural which was dedicated and 
unveiled recently in the newly- 
built Aledo Methodist Church. 

His mother-in-law was Mrs. 
Eula Wood McMurrey who died 
last year. She was a member of 
the Aledo church and a long-time 
resident of the city, located about 
10 miles southwest of Fort Worth 
city limits. 

“I thought about pointing the 
mural for almost six months. 
There was planning to be done,” 
said Forney, “and then the actual 
painting.” 

Forney, who paints a^imbby, 
has taken several night courses in 
anatomy and some phases of 
painting, but has never studied 
extensively. He has been paint¬ 
ing for 20 years. 

His mural shows good propor¬ 
tions and perspective. One of the 
most attractive characteristics of 
the mural is its brilliant colors. 

The painting is called “The Ten 
Commandments” and is placed 
over the entrance to the church 
sanctuary. 

Forney is not the only member 


of the congregation who helped 
in the new church. It was built 
for the most part by the members 
themselves. 

The tile floor was laid by the 
women members of the church. 
Outside brick work was the only 
professional work involved. When 
plans were being made for the 
new construction work,' Forney 
decided he was better at painting 
than carpentry. 

“Since work first started, my 
wife and my son Byron and I 
have spent so much time at the 
church,” said Forney, .“it’s been 
like a second home.” 

Forney did his actual painting 
work in a Sunday school room 
and then moved it to the sanc¬ 
tuary. 

There it was unveiled and dedi¬ 
cated by the Forneys at a recent 
service. 


Boy, who had been watching 
planes take off at airport, pleaded 
to stay: “Just once more; I want 
to see the plane pick its feet up.” 
—Delta-C&S Digest. 



SEEING’S BELIEVING—Stinky the parakeet was a pal, rather than a potential meal, to Tobey the 
cat, even though Tobey was not averse to stalking wild birds. The two strangely matched friends 
were once owned by Dan Longo of Dept. 27, Pomona, and more recently by C. L. Evans, formerly 
of Dept. 27 at SD and Pomona. 


SD Trio Instructing 
In Summer Classes 


Convair Flying Samaritan' Used 
In Speeding III Child to Hospital 


Three Convair SD men taught 
opening classes this week in the 
University of California Exten¬ 
sion summer session at San Di¬ 
ego. 

Dr. M. L. Stein is teaching 
“automatic digital computers,” 7 
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday eve¬ 
nings at San Diego High; John E. 
Goldberg is instructing in “theory 
of elastic stability” at the same 
time and place; and Wayne Zook 
is teaching “principles of econom¬ 
ics” Monday and Wednesday eve¬ 
nings at 7 p.m. at the high school. 
All are six-week courses and reg¬ 
istrations can be accepted as late 
as the second class. 


An Air Force C-131A “Flying 
Samaritan” earned its name last 
month when it completed a mercy 
flight with a critically ill 6- 
month-old baby boy when other 
aircraft failed. 

Dick Vogt, son of an Air Force 
officer, was flown from a Far 
East installation to Travis AFB, 
California, en route to medical 
treatment at Walter Reed Army 
Hospital in Washington, D.C. 

A second Military Air Trans¬ 
port Service craft took off to 
continue the flight, but, over Cal¬ 
ifornia mountains, the child’s 


breathing stopped. Artificial res¬ 
piration was applied until an 
emergency landing could be made 
at El Toro NAS near Santa Ana. 

At El Toro, the Convair-built 
C-131A took over and flew the 
child safely to Brooks Air Force 
Base, Texas. Medical officials 
pointed out that the pressuriza¬ 
tion features of the C-131A made 
it possible for the transport to fly 
at higher altitudes without notice¬ 
able change in cabin pressures, 
which helped save the child’s life. 

Previously, the C-131A had 
been used only in training air 
evacuation pilots. 
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Marine Battalion 
Selects Convair 
Girl as Queen 

At Convair Fort Worth—as 
well as in the halls of Montezuma 
and on the shores of Tripoli—the 
Marines have landed and the 
situation is just what you’d ex¬ 
pect of the Marines. 

It is, at least, for pretty Gail 
Bruner, of the computing lab. 

Here’s what happened: 

Gail was elected basketball 
queen of a tournament at North 
Texas State College and her pic¬ 
ture appeared in a local news¬ 
paper. 

The mother of a friend saw the 
picture and sent it to her son who 
was then in Korea. A casual 
correspondence between Gail and 
the marine began. He asked for 
pictures, and she sent them. 

Not too long ago Gail received 
several letters telling her she’d 
been named queen of his com¬ 
pany. Then her picture was en¬ 
tered in a platoon (and later a 
battalion) contest. She took all 
titles. Congratulations from the 
commanding officers resulted. 

But all this fame doesn’t bother 
Gail. She doesn’t care too much 
about a whole battalion of Ma¬ 
rines. 

In May she married one of her 
own. He’s Pvt. Lester Bruner, 
now in boot camp at San Diego. 


Employee Suggestions 
Earn Three Awards 

Three Employee Suggestion 
awards totaling $50 have been 
approved during the past two 
weeks by the Executive Commit¬ 
tee at Convair Pomona, Q. G. 
Turner, manager of Administra¬ 
tive Services, has announced. The 
awards will be made to: 

H. G. Gibson, Dept. 61, who 
suggested a jig for holding an 
assembly to countersink and mill 
rivet heads, $10; 

E. T. Jackson, Dept. 72, who 
suggested that a shutoff valve be 
installed in the accumulator 
gauge line in a dummy sustainer, 
$15; 

And Alfred H. Bottles, Dept. 
72, who suggested an improve¬ 
ment which permits more accu¬ 
rate calibration of a restricted 
item of test equipment, $25. 


WELL IN HAND—Marine Corps unit in training at San Diego 
had the situation well in hand when it picked Sail Bruner of Dept 6 
at FW as its "sweetheart." Gail holds giant letter to her husband, 
Pvt. Lester Bruner, of Marine Recruit Depot. 

First Guided Missilemen Class 
Graduates at Convair Pomona 


The first Guided Missileman 
class to be graduated from the 
Navy’s Guided Missiles School at 
Convair Pomona since the Navy 
instructional staff took over the 
reins of the school Jan. 4 received 
diplomas at graduation exercises 
conducted June 18. 

The 24-man class, headed by 
honor men Leo R. Klohr, ET3, 
and Robert S. Deverill, ET3, was 
composed of six Navy officers, 
13 Navy electronic technicians and 
five Marines. The graduation was 
held in the Building 3 auditorium 


“How did yo* make out with 
that pants sale yo* had today, 
Zeke?” 


and was attended by guests of the 
students and faculty. 

C. F. Horne, Convair Pomona 
manager, and Capt. F. C. Man- 
ville, USN, Naval Inspector of 
Ordnance, Pomona, spoke briefly 
to the graduates. 

Horne expressed forcefully the 
enviable position in which the 
graduates will find themselves by 
getting in on the ground floor of 
one of the most dynamic changes 
in the field of warfare in many 
years—the advent of guided mis¬ 
siles as operational weapons of 
the armed forces. 


ON THE DESERT—Typical scenes in "Convair Colony" on desert near 29 Palms. Center is J. L. 
Vestergaard of Dept. 22 SD and home he built. At right is group of homesteaders when they planted 
community sign. Water is scarce, must be trucked in, and at left cat takes advantage of "drippings" 
from canvas container. 

Desert Captures Fancy (and Weekends) of Convair SD 
Families Who are Homesteading Near 29 Palms 


A weekend “Convair Colony” 
has sprung up on the desert east 
of San Bernardino, Calif., near 
the town of 29 Palms. 

Its unofficial name is “San- 
dale” and some of the homes 
have names, too, like. “Calloused 
Palms” and “Listless Acres” and 
“Blistering Heights.” 

Charter Convair members in 
the community of “Jackrabbit 
Homesteaders” are J. L. Vester¬ 
gaard of Dept. 22 SD, Mrs. 
Vestergaard and their daughter 
Charlene, 16. Others include 
A1 Vernon, SD chief timekeep¬ 
er, John Woodhead of Dept. 
205, Bill Smith of Dept. 22, 
Eddie Sutton of Dept. 25, W. 
M. Flenniken and Fred Thomp¬ 
son of Dept. 22 and G. N. Kruse 
of Dept. 6 as well as Jack 
Hayes of the Pomona plant. 


Vestergaard got interested in 
the area back in the fall of 1952 
when he investigated* # the possi¬ 
bilities of picking up a few desert 
acres by homesteading. 

“When I first looked at the 
place I wouldn’t have given a 
dollar for the whole country. . . . 
Then I looked again and some¬ 
thing happened to me. I went 
back for 13 straight weekends!” 

Vestergaard, as well as the 
others, homesteaded five acres. 
After suitable time lapse and 
erection of a home they have the 
option to buy at $10 to $20 an 
acre, depending upon the location. 
The community is 186 miles from 
San Diego, about a four-hour 
drive. It is 12 miles from 29 
Palms (honorary mayor: Esther 
Williams) which recently boomed 
to a population of 8,000 because 


Backwards Flying 


Convair Inspector Building Own 
Airplane, Though He Can't Fly! 




That fabled guy who put 
has a modern counterpart in 
tion at Convair San Diego. 

Hernandez is building his 
ished he plans to learn to fly 

“It’s no joke,” he says. “I’ve 
worked in aviation since 1927 but 
hold no pilot license so just be¬ 
fore I finish my plane I plan to 
get a student license and test it 
myself.” 

Hernandez, Roy Bucholz, also 
of SD inspection, and Frank 
Brown of Rohr have pooled their 
aircraft know-how for the past 
three months and are well along 
on the job of building two one- 
place airplanes which are expect¬ 
ed to be completed in October. 
Only Bucholz holds a student pilot 
license. 

Their design plans call for 
building two ships on the lines 
of Stits Playboys. However, the 
“home-made” flying machines will 
contain parts from just about 
every type of small aircraft. 
There’s a Taylorcraft landing 
gear, stabilizers from a Piper 
Cub and fuselage tubing from a 
Cessna. Convair’s salvage yard 
supplied most of the pulleys and 
aluminum for the fuselages, 
while war surplus items like tie 
rods, airplane “dope” and others 
are found on both airplanes. 

“We’ve traveled hundreds of 
miles since we started buying 
wrecked airplanes and parts we 


“the cart before the horse” 
Frank Hernandez of inspec- 

own airplane. When it's fin- 


Dept. 203 Wins Second 
Cost Reduction Banner 

Dept. 203 (welding-heat treat) 
of Plant 2 was awarded the Con¬ 
vair SD cost reduction banner for 
the second consecutive month 
during May. 

Employees working under Gen¬ 
eral Foreman B. L. Wolfe outdis¬ 
tanced the second place factory 
manager’s office at Plant 2 by 
a wide margin. 

The award goes to the depart¬ 
ment showing the greatest dollar 
savings, largest number of CIPs 
and ESs submitted and approved 
and the lowest operating cost. 


can use and rebuild,” said Buc¬ 
holz. “Airport operators refer to 
us as junk men.” 

But their thrifty ways will pay 
off in the long run. They expect 
each airplane to cost in the neigh¬ 
borhood of $475. List price for a 
new airplane of the same type 
ranges from $1,800 to $2,000. 

Powered by rebuilt 85-horse¬ 
power Continental engines, the 
planes are expected to cruise at 
135 miles per hour with a top 
speed of 150. Their range will be 
four and a half hours at cruising 
speed. Rate of climb will be 1,200 
feet per minute. Wingspan will 
be 22 feet and length 17 feet 
Weight completed will be 525 
pounds. 

CAA has kept a close eye on 
the building of the planes, making 
inspections about once every two 
weeks. Once completed they will 
have to undergo engine run tests 
and flight tests near where they 
are being built before being cer¬ 
tified for additional flight. 

The trio is interested in form¬ 
ing an amateur aircraft building 
group to pool know-how and 
work. They may be reached any 
week day before 1 p.m. at La 
Mesa airport. 


of establishment of a large Ma¬ 
rine Base nearby. Elevation is 
1,878 feet and although the tem¬ 
perature can get high, the humi¬ 
dity is low. Vestergaard recalls 
one day it was 108 degrees, hu¬ 
midity four. 


E. E. Durbin 

Durbin Named 
To New Post 

E. E. Durbin has been ap¬ 
pointed chief of inspection-mod¬ 
ernization at Convair Fort Worth, 
August C. Esenwein, company 
vice president, announced today. 
Durbin succeeds A. E. Stuart, 
who has left the company. 

Durbin joined Convair in San 
Diego in 1941 as an hourly in¬ 
spector on B-24 Liberator bomb¬ 
ers. He had risen to the rank 
of general supervisor of inspec¬ 
tion when he was transferred to 
the company’s Allentown, Penn¬ 
sylvania, division in 1944 as gen¬ 
eral supervisor of final assembly 
and flight inspection. 

The following year he came to 
Convair Fort Worth as general 
supervisor of inspection on the 
experimental XB-36 bomber. He 
was made assistant chief of in¬ 
spection-modernization in 1951. 

A native of Louisville, Ken¬ 
tucky, he spent 15 years in naval 
aviation before joining Convair, 
serving on the carriers Lexington 
and Saratoga and the battleship 
West Virginia. 

He lives at 4300 Calmont 
Street. 

O. R. Goode, a superintendent 
in production inspection, takes 
Durbin’s place as assistant chief 
of inspection-modernization. 


PLANE BUILDERS—Not content with building airplanes for a living, Frank Hernandez, left, and 
Roy Bucholz. both Dept. 28 SD, are doing it for fun, too. 
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Food, Fun, and Families Mark Big Day for Convair Employees on 7 Juneteenth Day 7 





MUCH FUN—Four Convair youngsters display mixed emotions 
bull. They are (left to right) Clarence Jones, Barbara Dean, Minyard 
baseball games were popular. Here Robert Henderson prepares for 
Barbecue and all the trimmings. 


while atop M Cy", trained Brahma 
Fowler, and Sandra Jones. And 
hit. But dinner was the highlight. 



YUM-YUM—The Armstrong youngsters thought the ice cream 
was just fine. They are (left to rignt) Gwendolyn, 3; Wanda Joyce, 
4; Wilbert, 6; and Jimmy, 9; children of W. D. Armstrong, Dept. 
25-4. 



Fort Worth 


ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commissioner, ext. 3146. 

BALLROOM DANCING—!. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m.. CRA Center. , . . 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Britain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 3159. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 6235. No session July 2. Play June 
9, CRA Center. ,, . 1or . , 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. _ . . . , 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. Checker 
tournament now under way. _ .. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:43 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, col. 
71-R 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commissioner, ext. 2273. July 10, Individual Sweep- 
stakes 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, commissioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 5138. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. . . . 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. _ ,,, , , , > 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA office, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday at 
Northside Recreation Building. . 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tuesdays at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commissioner, ext. 5141. Regular play 7:30 p.m. 
July 11, 13, CRA Center. „ _ , 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 7203. Play 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, Forest Park courts. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play discontinued for sum¬ 
mer. . . 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, commissioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at CRA Center; for second and third 
shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 


Mrs. Hale Heads 
Bridge Tourney 

Several Convair FW employees 
and members of the CRA bridge 
activity will participate in the 
Texas Regional Tournament open¬ 
ing in Fort Worth July 1 at the 
Texas Hotel. 

Mrs. I. B. Hale, wife of in¬ 
dustrial security manager, is gen¬ 
eral chairman of the five-day 
event which is expected to draw 
top bridge players from Texas. 

Top national bridge authorities 
will attend the event and many 
will give lectures. Charles H. 
Goren, Helen Sobel, Oswald Jaco¬ 
by, John Gerber, L. R. Robertson, 
Peter Leventritt and A1 Sobel are 
among the top players expected. 

This is the first time the re¬ 
gional tournament has ever been 
held in Fort Worth. It is expected 
to draw more than 500 players. 

Ten duplicate events will be 
played, opening with the Charles 
H. Goren individual event at 2 
p. m. on July 1. Other contests 
will be for mixed pairs, teams of 
four, master pairs, women’s pairs, 
men’s pairs and open pairs. 

Convair players expected to 
enter are: Mr. and Mrs. Wendell 
Eldred, Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Frost, 
Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Pinkerton, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Smith and 
Mrs. Hale. 

Eldred urged all Convair bridge 
players to enter the tournament 
or just come and watch the events. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able from the CRA office, ext. 
5141. 


Daingerfield 


BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 
HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commissioner ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING—M. H. Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 
MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonheim, commissioner, ext. 414. 
SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, commissioner, ext. 380. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commissioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, commissioner, ext. 418. 
WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, ext. 377. 


Square Dance Classes 
Open 'til July 5 

If you really want to learn the 
fine art of square dancing, you 
still have a chance to enroll in 
CRA’s square dancing class. 

Although beginning classes 
started June 21, there’s still room 
for several more squares. Enroll¬ 
ments will be accepted until July 
5 at the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


CRA Group Cleans Up 
In Table Tennis Play 

Jim Collin, as usual, was first 
in the recent CRA table tennis 
tournament held June 19 at CRA 
Center. Louie Lancer was runner- 
up. 

In women’s singles, Lydia Nor¬ 
man to first, and Lu Syl Moore 
was second. Collin and Peggy 
Lance teamed to take the mixed 
doubles, while Carolyn and Lydia 
Norman, a mother-daughter team, 
took women’s doubles. 

Collin and John Rangel, CRA 
table tennis commissioner, took 
the men’s doubles. 


900 Flock to CRA Ranch for 
Barbecue, Games and Rodeo 

A trick Brahma bull, barbecue and baseball made for 
a busy day at CRA Ranch June 19 when CRA put on its 
annual “Juneteenth” day-long party for Convair families. 

More than 900 persons filed through the serve-yourself 
line for barbecue, beans, onions, pickles, potato salad, and 

all the other items of a typical 
Texas barbecue. 

Other hundreds came and went 
throughout the day for one or 
more of the special events. 

Hit with the younger children 
was “Cy,” a domesticated Brahma 
bull owned by Claude Smith. The 
bull was kept busy throughout 
the afternoon providing slow, 
easy-going bareback rides. He 
also performed tricks in the 
rodeo late in the afternoon. 

Smith’s educated horse, “Eight 
Ball,” also performed in the show. 

Another feature popular with 
the youngsters was CRA’s big 
hay wagon, which took them on 
rides throughout the day. 

Many of the adults a week after 
the party were still talking about 
the “big red wagon” which pro¬ 


vided a never-ending supply of 
refreshments. 

The rodeo was arranged by 
Jimmy Shackleford, CRA riding 
and roping commissioner. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


Budget Troubles Stall 
Proposed Activities 

Budget problems are withhold¬ 
ing Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion support of two proposed new 
activities: the Rockhounds and 
fencers. 

CRA council at its June meet¬ 
ing decided to encourage both 
groups to operate as best they 
could, but voted to extend no 
financial aid at this time. 

CRA funds for this fiscal year 
already are committed. There 
still is a possibility that CRA will 
provide funds for the activities 
for the next fiscal year, which 
starts in March. 


Thousands Buy 
Beach Tickets 

More than 2,100 Convair fami¬ 
lies have now bought tickets ad¬ 
mitting them to CRA’s new beach 
on Eagle Mountain Lake, accord¬ 
ing to H. L. Wendorf, CRA presi¬ 
dent. 

And an estimated 5,000 persons 
took advantage of them on a re¬ 
cent sweltering Sunday. 

The tickets, $1.50 each, admit 
each employee’s entire family for 
the season, which extends into 
September. 

Tickets are still on sale in the 
CRA office. The beach offers op¬ 
portunity for swimming, boating, 
picnicking, dancing and other ac¬ 
tivities. A concession stand is 
open to supply food and refresh¬ 
ments. 

The area is open at 5 a. m. for 
early - morning fishermen, but 
swimming is not encouraged until 
8 a. m., when a lifeguard goes on 
duty. It remains open until 11 
p. m. each night. 

Convair employees may take 
guests with them so long as they 
obtain special guest tickets at 50 
cents per guest family per admit¬ 
tance. 

Departments are encouraged to 
hold departmental picnics at the 
site. For these, special arrange¬ 
ments for tickets can be made at 
the CRA office. 


Bargain Rates Now 
For Baseball Ducats 

New bargain rates for Fort 
Worth Cat baseball games were 
announced this week by CRA.- 
New rates, available only at the 
CRA office, offer two reserved 
seat tickets for the price of one: 
or, two for $1.25. Single reserved 
seat tickets, normally $1.25 each, 
are now available at 75 cents 
each. 


Three Wing and Masque Players Have Roles 
In Summer Theatre Play Silver Whistle 


CRA Wing and Masque Players 
will be well represented in this 
summer’s little theatre presenta¬ 
tions. 

A new drama organization, 
formed largely through the ef¬ 
forts of CRA’s drama group, is 
now in action and headed by Stan 
Brown, CRA drama commissioner. 

In the season’s second play, 
three Convair FW employees have 
roles. They are Harry Weimer, 


Dept. 6-4, J. D. Goodman, Dept. 
92, and Barbara Rothacker, wife 
of Chet Rothacker, Dept. 4. 

The play, “Silver Whistle,” is 
a recent Broadway success. It 
will run July 1, 2, 3, 8, 9 and 10 
at the air-conditioned TCU Little 
Theatre. 

The story concerns a tramp who 
finds a birth certificate and uses 
it to gain admission to an old 
folks home. The situation turns 


up many amusing incidents as the 
imaginative tramp starts things 
churning at the home. 

Tickets for this performance 
are available at the CRA office 
for $1. Other presentations sche¬ 
duled for the summer are “Jan¬ 
uary Thaw”, “Candida”, and 
“Goodbye My Fancy”. 

The organization is designed 
to provide local audiences with 
year-round little theatre presen¬ 
tations. 
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July Sweepstakes 
Precede Tourney 

July 10 is the day set for CRA 
golfers to participate in the July 
sweepstakes at Z-Boaz golf 


According to Lawrence Arm¬ 
strong, CRA golf commissioner, 
players will be grouped into 
flights according to established 
handicaps. Play will be on an 
individual basis with handicaps 
applying. Prizes will be awarded. 

Armstrong urged all Convair 
golfers who do not have a handi¬ 
cap to play in the July sweep- 
stakes to establish one for the 
big plant-wide tourney scheduled 
for August. 

“Only players with established 
handicaps will be eligible for the 
plant wide tourney,” he said, 
“so now is the time to play.” 

Entry fee is $1 plus green fee. 

All Air Force and vendor repre¬ 
sentatives and Convair employees 
are invited to participate in the 
tourney. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able in the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


HOUNDS—Pitcher Rudy Paynich, Fort Worth Cats, signs 
programs for eager autograph hounds during kids night at LaGrave 
Field. All CRA Little Leaguers attended. 


Cook Wins Archery Trophy for 
Third Time at Spring Tourney 

H. G. Cook went home from the recent CRA Archery 
tournament with the winner’s trophy—for the third 
straight time. One more win and Cook gets to keep the 
trophy. 

Frances Rhodes from Houston took the women’s trophy. 
This was her second win. The 
rotating trophies are given to 
anyone who wins them four con¬ 
secutive times in a two-year 
period. 

Winners in the various events 
of the two day meet were: Ameri¬ 
can: H. G. Cook, Chuck Batkin, 
and Norm Rhoads. York: Cook, 

Rhoads, Batkin. Clout: Cook, 

Rhoads, Ben Brockeimeyer. In¬ 
stinctive: Burrell Brown, “Snuf¬ 
fy” Smith, William Galyor. 

Women’s American: Fran 
Rhoads, Pat Batkin, Ruby Brown. 

Columbia: Rhoads, Batkin, Brown. 

Clout: Rhoads and Brown. Flight: 

Brown and Rhoads. 

Junior American: Kay Brockei¬ 
meyer, Robert Moore, “Shorty” 

Moore. 


Approximately 30 archers from 
points throughout Texas partici¬ 
pated in the two-day event held 
at the CRA archery range. H. L. 
Lucas, commissioner, was in 
charge of the tournament and 
awarded prizes to winners of the 
various events. 


Vacationing? 

Take Your Camera! 

If you’re getting ready to go 
on vacation—don’t forget your 
camera. 

That’s because there’s a big 
plant-wide color slide contest 
under way fight now. Subject 
matter is vacation scenes. 

All you have to do is submit 
your entry in a sealed envelope 
at the CRA office. Judging will 
be held Sept. 27. All Convair 
FW employees except camera 
club members are eligible to sub¬ 
mit two slides each. 


Lockhart Takes Two 
Big Camera Awards 

Gene Lockhart scored a double 
victory in yearly competition in 
the CRA Camera Activity. 

He was named “Photographer 
of the Year”—and his black and 
white photograph of a water 
tower was named best print of 
the year. 

Stan Orrick came through with 
a color slide that took the best 
slide of the year title. 

Election of officers was also 
held at the meeting at the CRA 
Center. Miles Rogers was named 
chairman of the group and Jim 
Hendry was elected program 
chairman. Winifred Seaman was 
named secretary. 

A special shooting session will 
be held sometime during July, 
with subject matter and date still 
undisclosed at Convairiety press 
time. More details will be an¬ 
nounced at a later date. 


PRO POOP—Joe Moore finds out how it's done from Cats' 
center fielder Cal Felix at kids night at LaGrave Field June I I. 

Little Leaguers Have Hands 
Full with Games, Activities 

Little League activities at Convair FW have kept team 
members busy—and it hasn't all been play. 

On June 11, CRA Little League teams were the guest 
of the Fort Worth Cats, as were hundreds of other Con¬ 
vair FW youngsters. 

Then on June 22, some 1,600 
Little Leaguers from Fort Worth 
and 15 surrounding cities gath¬ 
ered at LaGrave Field to partici¬ 
pate in activities and watch the 
Cats play San Antonio. 

Joe Chamberlain, catcher for 
the White Settlement Indians, 
took two first places in contests 
there. He. won the watermelon 
eating contest and the distance 
throw. 

On the more serious side of 


their work, the Indians remain 
in top spot after downing an All- 
Star team 8-0 behind the one-hit 
pitching of Chamberlain. 

River Oaks is in second notch 
after a June 21 game with Ar¬ 
lington Heights. Robert and Joe 
Moore, brothers of the mound for 
the Pirates, are credited with the 
6-4 victory. 

Robert, a southpaw, started on 
the mound for the Pirates but 
got into a little trouble in the 
fourth inning. But brother Joe 
saved the day for all when he 
took over as pitcher. 

Joe Moore and Paul Woods, the 
Arlington Heights catcher, regis¬ 
tered the only extra-base blows to 
the game. 


Three Fives Make 
Five for Hestla 

Five was L. B. Hestla’s lucky 
number on June 5. 

While playing golf at Worth 
Hills Golf Course with some 
friends, Hestla used the fiVe iron 
because of a strong wind from 
the green toward the tee. 

He swung. The ball hit the 
front edge of the green and 
rolled into number five hole for a 
hole in one. 

Hestla was awarded a merchan¬ 
dise certificate worth $5. He is 
a Dept. 76 employee. 


BEST YET—H. G. Cook accepts archery trophy from Commis¬ 
sioner H. L. Lucas (left). Cook won trophy for third time in archery 
tournament held recently at CRA Ranch. 


Teeners Score 


Five Shutouts 


The CRA Teeners are not only 
in high gear—they’re in over¬ 
drive!—in the Junior Amateur 
Baseball League at Boaz Park. 

Their first five games have 
been shutouts: there were two 
one-hitters by Terry Barber, a 
no-hitter and two-hitter by Stan 
Standridge, and a no-hitter by 
Charlie Clark. 

Former Little League players 
now with the Teeners include 
Mickey Lee, Lee Williams, David 
Terry, Donald Goodwin, Jerry 
Carter, Jody Huchingson, Lynn 
Dobbins, Lynn Strickland, Jimmy 
Heflin, Ronald Storey and Donald 
Gerik. 

The team has played a total 
of 18 games and is still un¬ 
defeated. Thirteen were non¬ 
league games. 


Council to Consider 


’CRA Nite' at Field 


A “CRA Nite” at a Fort Worth 
Cat baseball game at La Grave 
Field was proposed in a letter 
to the CRA employee council at 
its June meeting. 

The proposal suggested that 
the CRA treasury share in the 
proceeds of the event. 

The employee council referred 
the proposal to A1 Lawley, CRA 
Little League commissioner, and 
asked that he return with a rec¬ 
ommendation at the July meeting. 


DOUBLES—New doubles champions in horseshoe pitching (center) receive merchandise certifi¬ 
cates from Finn Wahl, commissioner. Champions are C. Reynolds (left) and W. H. Foreman. 
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Up in Texas' Piney Woods, Convair Finds Out Supersonic Secrets 
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BIRTHDAY—Next month Convair Daingerfield will be nine years old. Smallest 
member of Convair's immediate family, the Ordnance Aerophysics Laboratory is 
iocated in northeast Texas. It is dedicated to research into supersonic shapes and 
jet engines. Top left shows nearby town of Daingerfield and top center shows 
L. C. Ferguson of Dept. 4 in downtown area with confusing array of road signs. 
Convair people live in all communities listed and many that aren't. Division Man¬ 
ager J. E. Arnold, lower center, points to map showing distribution of his people. 


Lower left is typical of country thereabouts and shows part of lake which supplies 
Convair plant. Top right is Daingerfield State Park scene and lower right a typical 
Convair home, that of R. M. Burney in Hughes Springs. He's watering a bumper 
tomato crop. Because of the classified nature of the work, only a select, com¬ 
parative few outsiders get to see inside Convair Daingerfield. But some idea of 
how the engineers, technicians and mechanics do their research with the supersonic 
wind tunnel and the high altitude test chamber may be gained from photos below. 



B. M. Holman checks instruments during test in During jet test run, foreground: R. D. F. T. Smith, engineer, checks pressures in wind When water is injected into jet engine tail 
high altitude chamber. White spots on panel are Davis, J. M. Mason, engineers; background: tunnel via manometer. Light comes from fluores- pipes, result is "rain" outside. Photographer 
varicolored lights. B. Tigert, C. H. Ragland, C. L. Biggs. cent tubes behind panel. is James Hart of Daingerfield. 



M. G. Wade of Daingerfield explains wind tunnel workings to Fort 
Worth visitors. Miniature missile is a "phony" to avoid security breach. 


Trick shot shows visitors peering into inside of 
test chamber. 


R. J. Volluz, Daingerfield wind tunnel chief, far right, briefs visitors. 
Daingerfield conducts tests for Convair, military, and other companies. 
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FW Offered 
New Benefits 


In Insurance 


It’ll pay up to almost 75 per cent of major medical and 
hospital bills ... At times, up to $5,000 . . . 


WHOOSH—Eager beaver is doing 70 miles an hour in 25 mile an hour zone on Grant's Lane. 
That's asking for trouble. 


And it’ll cost you only 30 cents a week more than Con- 
vair’s regular group insurance 


WHAM—Though these cars were purposely posed, this shows what frequently happens on 
Grant's Lane when a left turn is made from a right lane. 


Carswell B-36s Finish 
One, Two in World Series 


Signs, if Obeyed, 
Smooth Flow 
Of FW's Traffic 

Reading — and heeding — 
sign language when you’re 
driving on the Convair Fort 
Worth reservation will get 
you in and out of the park¬ 
ing lots a bit quicker. 

And more likely in one 
piece. 

Explains Fred Temple, safety 
engineering supervisor: 

“For safety on Grant’s Lane 
and the parking lots—and to 
speed up the flow of traffic— 
we’ve tried one-way traffic for 
the past two years. 

“And it works, too—so long as 
people follow the signs.” 

By “one-way” traffic, Temple 
refers to the fact that the park¬ 
ing area is now divided into only 
three lots, each with an entrance 
and an exit. Cars are supposed 
to go in the entrance, leave by 
the exit. This means that only 
three lanes of traffic feed into 
the lots and from the lots onto 
Grant’s Lane, as compared to 
seven in years gone by. 

A Grant’s Lane violation which 
causes more smash-ups than any 
other is this—driving in a right- 
hand lane, then suddenly deciding 
to turn left. 

If you do, you can expect to 
be hit broadside. If you’re lucky 
enough to escape this, chances 
are good that you made someone 
else skid to a grinding halt—and 
get the rear end of his automo- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Rummaging through old desk 
drawers must have been strangely 
contagious recently at Fort 
WorthJjgpause both Dave Hal- 
sey™cmel development adminis¬ 
trator, and Bill Liddle, contract 
spares supervisor, did so inde¬ 
pendent of each other and oddly 
enough both turned up prints of 
a photo taken at San Diego in 
1937. It pictured the “Consoli¬ 
dated Bowling League.” For the 
photo, turn to page 5. 

* * * * 

This item gives us gleeful plea¬ 
sure. In the July 28 issue we 
called a form of plant life ap¬ 
pearing in a photograph a “yuc¬ 
ca.” Promptly we got denials, 
from Virginia Stagg of Dept. 3-1 
Fort Worth and others, naming 
it a “Joshua tree.” Our head was 
low in shame until Orland H. 
Bailey of Dept. 10-2 at San Diego 
came forward: 

“The so - called Joshua tree, 
named by the Mormons who saw 
it upon entering the Mojave des¬ 
ert and likened it to Joshua 
pointing the way, is botanically 
a yucca brevifolia and is one of 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Success in Polio 
Fight Traced To 
Con-Trib-Club Aid 

Despite one of the heav¬ 
iest polio records in recent 
years, Fort Worth and 15 
counties of this area have 
experienced fewer deaths 
from polio than normally 
would be expected, Fort 
Worth City-County Hospital 
officials announced this 
week. 

“That, in large part, is due to 
the fact that the hospital now 
boasts one of the most modern 
and best-equipped polio wards in 
this part of the country,” Admin¬ 
istrator Lowell Hudson stated. 

“And that, in turn, in large 
part is due to Convair employees’ 
Con-Trib-Club, Inc. Since 1952, 
C-T-C has contributed more than 
$30,000 for new equipment.” 

Hudson said that the hospital’s 
equipment is “responsible for the 
fact that we now have one of 
the lowest mortality rates in the 
nation.” 

His remarks came in a letter 
of appreciation addressed to all 
Convair employees who are mem¬ 
bers of Con-Trib-Club—some 84 
per cent of all employees on the 
last report. 

“On behalf of the board of 
managers, the medical staff, the 
hospital employees — and espe¬ 
cially our polio patients—we can¬ 
not thank you enough,” he wrote. 

The polio ward is but one of 
nearly 50 worthy causes which 
Convair employees help support 
(Continued on Page 2) 

Esenwein Speaker 
For Club Meeting 

August C. Esenwein, Convair 
vice president and Fort Worth 
manager, will be the principal 
speaker Sept. 15 at a meeting of 
the Convair Management Club. 

The gathering will be at The 
Casino on Lake Worth and a bar¬ 
becue dinner will be served. A. E. 
Northcott, program chairman, 
said an interesting evening is in 
prospect and President Jack Brit¬ 
tain urged all members to attend. 


Carswell crews and B-36s made 
it a clean sweep last week. 

Two wings at Carswell, the 
11th Bomb Wing (H) and the 
7th Bomb Wing (H), took first 
and second respectively in Stra¬ 
tegic Air Command’s annual 
“world series of bombing.” 

The records, which won the 
Fairchild trophy in ceremonies 
Aug. 30, were set in competition 
not only with other B-36s, but 
also against other Air Force 
bombers. These included B-47s 
and B-50s. 

It was the second straight 
year for B-36s to win the SAC 
contest—and the record is now 
unanimous since RB-36s only 
days earlier had won the AF’s 
bombing - navigation contest for 
reconnaissance type bombers 
(Convairiety Aug. 25). 

The 11th took overall first 
place, the 7th overall second. 

The 11th also took first in 
navigation, second in bombing. 
The 7th was first in bombing, 
second in navigation. 

Top crew of the 45 competing 


from all over the nation was 
headed by Maj. John H. McKin¬ 
non of the llth’s 42nd squadron. 
Second was headed by Maj. T. S. 
Whiteney of the 7th’s 492nd 
squadron. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Group Insurance 
Holiday' Called 

A $299,212 windfall for Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth employees in the 
company-established Convair 
group insurance program was an¬ 
nounced this week by August C. 
Esenwein, Convair vice president 
and manager at Fort Worth. 

The windfall is in this form: 
for eight weeks, group insurance 
coverage will continue, but no 
premiums will be deducted from 
pay checks. 

This means that the average 
hourly pay check will be in the 
neighborhood of $2 per week 
(Continued on Page 2) 


That, at a glance, is the new 
insurance package offered at 
Convair Fort Worth this week. 

But this new package can be 
had only if 75 per cent or more 
of employees now insured sign 
up. 

The basic plan, now covering 
more than 93 per cent of all em¬ 
ployees, is not changed. The 30 
cents a week would merely pro¬ 
vide increased benefits for em¬ 
ployees facing major non-occupa- 
tional medical and hospital bills 
over and above benefits in the 
basic policy. 

It works like this: suppose 
you have a kidney infection. 
This is going to require major 
surgery and 30 days in the hos¬ 
pital. All told, it will cost 
$ 2 , 110 . 

Toward this, the basic policy 
will pay: $240 toward hospital 
board and room; $80 for hospi¬ 
tal services and supplies; and 
$300 for surgery. 

This is a total of $620. Which 
is $1,490 short of the total bill. 
But that’s not the end of the 
story. 

The new plan resembles a 
$100 deductible insurance policy 
on your car, but with a slight 
variation. 

After you have obtained the 
maximum under the basic 
policy (the $620 mentioned 
above in this example), you 
yourself pay the next $100 out 
of your own pocket. 

But then the new coverage 
takes over. At that point, it will 
pay you 75 per cent of all your 
additional medical and hospital 
bills. In this case, it would 
be 75 per cent of $1,390, or a 
total of $1,042.50. This means 
that, over all, you get out of 
a $2,110 bill for only $447.50. 

The new coverage can be pro¬ 
vided for employees only. It can¬ 
not be obtained to cover depen- 


A basically similar plan is 
being offered at Convair Dain¬ 
gerfield and sign-up will start 
about the middle of this month. 
The variation is due in part to 
local conditions and different 
loss experience. The fundamen¬ 
tal structure of the program is 
the same, however, for all Con¬ 
vair plants. Variations as they 
apply at Daingerfield will be 
explained locally. 


dents. And, again: it can be ob¬ 
tained only if 75 per cent of in¬ 
sured employees sign up for it. 

The $100 “deductible” provision 
applies only once in the calendar 
year. If you have another major 
illness or non-occupational ac¬ 
cident in the same year, the new 
insurance takes over where the 
basic policy stops. In this case, 
there would be no $100 deduc¬ 
tible. 

Tab cards bearing names of all 
employees now carrying group 
insurance will be delivered to su¬ 
pervision very soon. Supervisors 
will then contact participants. To 
obtain the new coverage, you 
need only sign your name. 

The most that can be paid any 
(Continued on Page 2) 


THE WINNAHS—Shown at Carswell AF Base just after landing 
is this crew which won first in bombing and navigation competition. 
Left to right, Maj. John H. McKinnon, Maj. George Knobel, Maj. 
John Farrell and Capt. Emil Molekenkine—Star-Teleg.ram photo. 
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FLYING EAGLE—New Convair insignia soars aloft by crane to take up position over entrance to 
Convair Fort Worth. It will be illuminated at night by indirect light from behind. 
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Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are 
due during the period Sept. 1 through 
Sept. 15: 

Ten-year: Dept. 6 , A. C. O’Dell Jr. 
Dept. 8 , F. D. Derrick. Dept. 9, A. R. 
Peden. Dept. 11, J. W. Gage. Dept. 22, 
D. C. Hill, O. C. Payne. 

Dept. 24, O. E. Sailsbury. Dept. 25, 
M. Kirk, W. L. Sloan. Dept. 27, O. C. 
McMenamy, D. B. Tallon. Dept. 31, H. 

D. Bird well, E. J. Bundick, E. D. Chap¬ 
man, A. L. Christian, E. B. Hicks, J. 
M. Pedigo. 

Dept. 40, B. M. Martin, R. L. Taylor. 
Dept. 48, J. C. Beasley, J. W. Cowsar, 
M. H. Smith. Dept. 61, C. W. Bridges. 
Dapt. 62, J. M. Burson. Dept. 63, V. M. 
Mapp. • , 

Dept. 64, C. Brown, J. J. Robison. 
Dapt. 65, T. B. Allen, M. L. Farris, V. 

E. Richey, R. W. Smith. Dept. 76, 
A. R. Craig. Dept. 82, C. H. Togg- 
weiler. 

Dept. 91, R. D. McMicken, R. A. 
O’Bannon Jr. Dept. 92, J. G. Dudley, 
C. E. Lewis. Dept. 93, A. J. Tidwell, 
E. R. Wingo. Dept. 94, O. L. Purves. 
Dept. 95, W. Minor, T. H. Rash, R. C. 
Tribble. Dept. 96, R. M. Cushman, 

V. E. Gordon, L. E. McKee, J. H. 
Simmons, R. L. Whitt. 

Five-year: Dept. 3, C. A. Ziehe. Dept. 

4, D. G. McDaniel, L. Sheppard, H. N. 
Souder, J. C. Woolard. Dept. 6 , E. 
Armour, K. W. Bryan, C. W. Cope, F. 

W. Darby, O. B. Ford, B. R. Greene, N. 

G. Hartwell. 

E. M. Kelly, C. E. Launius, H. F. 
Rogers, R. M. Schmitt, S. V. Schup, 

L. M. Smith, C. Wilkerson Jr. Dept. 11, 

M. R. Gordon, W. W. Hook, H. B. 
Russell. 

Dept. 20, W. M. Curtis, E. B. Eskew, 

5. J. Moore, B. J. Morris, H. G. Stone. 
Dept. 22, W. E. Graves, E. Miller, R. 

H. Morris, L. H Tate, E. C. Wiley, 

M. R. Winfrey. 

Dept. 24, J. L. Carter. Dept. 25, W. 

C. Carroll, W. H. Knight, J. C. Reas. 
Dept. 27, C. E. Hicks, V. J. Lawhon, 
W. Owens. 

Dept. 28, P. H. King. Dept. 31, G. 

W. Jetton. Dept. 40, E. L. DeVore, A. 

L. Swanner. Dept. 48, D. L. Brooks, 
G. M. Fleming, G. N. Grubbs. Dept. 50, 
E. F. Seigler. Dept. 65, J. C. Bryant. 

Dept. 74 , C. J. Harrison Jr., T. Price. 
Dept. 76, W. A. Green. Dept. 81, A. R. 
Bowers. Dept. 91, M. L. D. Kemp, C. 
L. Pannell. Dept. 92, E. A. Roberts, 
G. S. Wynne. 

Dept. 93, D. C. Harlow. Dept. 94, 

D. L. Acridge, R. R. Dunn. Dept. 95, 
J. P. Powell Jr., J. C. Wilson Jr. 
Dept. 96, W. E. Adams, J. C. Sessom. 

Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective August 19: 

Dept. 3, Personnel: to department as¬ 
sistant, G. S. Weber. 

Dept. 6 , Engineering: to design en¬ 
gineer, F. L. Collopy Jr., J. L. Rid- 
gill Jr., C. A. Stokely : to design spec¬ 
ialist, G. H. Duncan ; to engineering 
writer, D. Z. Gable; to design weigh 
engineer, C. Hayes, H. L. Roland. 

Dept. 11, Contracts: to spares super¬ 
visor, C. R. Ryan. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: to ad¬ 
ministrative assistant, H. Cherin; to 
outside inspection representative, J. L. 
McQueen. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

ABRAHAMSON—Son, John Jacob Jr., 
8 lbs. 13 oz., born Aug. 25 to Mr. and 
Mrs. J. J. Abrahamson, Dept. 6-4. 

GRANDSTAFF — Daughter, Vicky 
Lynn, 6 lbs. 14 oz., born Aug. 7 to 
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Grandstaff, Dept. 
22 - 1 . 

HEIDBRIER—Bon, Don Alan, 7 lbs. 

2 oz., born Aug. 3 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Bill Heidbrier, Dept. 6-7. 

KING—Son, Timothy Roy, 6 lbs. 13 
oz., born July 12 to Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
H. King Jr., Dept. 6-7. 

NAIL—Daughter, Sharon Kay, 8 lbs. 

3 oz., born July 19 to Mr. and Mrs. H. 
L. Nail, Dept. 22-3. 


Topics Selected 
For 20 Classes 


FW Offered Boosted Benefits 
As Part of Group Insurance 


(Continued from Page 1) 
one employee under the new plan 
is $5,000 whether that is paid on 
one medical-hospital expense, or 
on several, and whether that is 
in one year or several. 

However, any time after you 
have been paid $1,000 or more 
under the new provision, you may 
apply for a “new” $5,000 maxi¬ 
mum. This will be granted if you 
supply, at your own expense, 
written proof, that you are again 
in good health. 

Medical expenses covered in the 
new plan are charges for serv¬ 
ices and supplies—that is, medi¬ 
cal services, drugs and the like. 
They must be charges for non- 
occupational injury or illness 
which occur after you signed for 
the plan. 

To obtain benefits under the 


new plan, you must keep and sub¬ 
mit with your claim copies of all 
bills from doctors, hospital, la¬ 
boratory service and drug stores. 
A bill from a druggist should 
give the nature and date of the 
purchase, and the doctor who or¬ 
dered the prescription. 

Employee service of the per¬ 
sonnel department, which admin¬ 
isters the insurance program 
generally, will supervise the soli¬ 
citation program for the addition¬ 
al coverage. 


September is school time for 
Convair Fort Worth employees as 
well as their children. That's 
when courses in 20 subjects will Trib-Club was set up to consoli- 


Success with Polio 
Traced to Con-Trib 

(Continued from Page 1) 
through their donations made by 
payroll deductions throughout the 
year, or in cash once each year 
during the single “one - shot” 
campaign 

Before organization of C-T-C, 
numerous plantwide drives for 
various organizations were con 
ducted throughout the year. Con- 


Signs, if Obeyed, Help 
Smooth Auto Flow 

(Continued from page 1) 
bile smashed in by someone be¬ 
hind him. 

“All we have to do to avoid 
this,” said Temple, “is to think 
ahead a few feet, and get our 
cars in the correct lane before 
we get to the intersection where 
we want to turn.” 

A study of traffic accidents 
during 1953 brought out a signifi¬ 
cant point. It's a lot more dan¬ 
gerous to drive home between 3 
and 6 p.m. than it is to drive to 
work between 6 and 9 a.m. 

Temple explained that he dis¬ 
covered there was only one fatal 
accident during those early hours. 
But there were six times that 
many in the three afternoon 
hours. 

“We have no way of knowing 
for certain,” he said, “but we 
suppose that’s because drivers 
are tired—fatigued—less inclined 
to be careful and alert—and their 
reaction may be slower than in 
the earlier hours. 

“At any rate, all this is an 
indication that we ought to be 
especially careful driving in the 
late afternoon if we want to live 
. . . longer.” 


be offered by Convair’s training 
section. 

Classes will be available in the 
following subjects if a minimum 
of 15 enroll for the class: 

Aircraft and engine mechanics, air¬ 
craft blueprint reading, fundamentals 
of electricity and mathematics, vacuum 
tube characteristics, radio transmitters, 
radio receivers, shop mathematics, trig¬ 
onometry. 

Advanced shop mathematics, produc¬ 
tion illustration, aircraft drafting, ele¬ 
ments of tool and operation planning, 
shorthand review, beginning shorthand, 
review typing, beginning typing, effec¬ 
tive business communication, basic metal¬ 
lurgy, welding metallurgy and descrip¬ 
tive geometry. 

Most subjects will be taught in 
50-hour courses. Qualified in¬ 
structors, approved by Convair as 
well as the state board for voca¬ 
tional education, will teach. 

The cost is only 14 to 15 cents 
per hour or about $7 to $7.50 for 
the entire course. 

Classes will meet after work 
hours for first shift and before 
work hours for second shift. 

Upon completion of Convair 
training courses, each student re¬ 
ceives a certificate from the Fort 
Worth Public Schools plus a 
training record from Convair 
which is placed with the em¬ 
ployee’s permanent record. 

Additional information may be 
obtained from Jess Butts in the 
training section, Col. 73 adminis¬ 
tration Building, ext. 5245 or 
5188. 


date all such drives into one cam¬ 
paign, and to have only one cam 
paign a year. 

Up to the end of July, em¬ 
ployees had contributed a total 
of $105,068.22 in this fiscal year, 
which started last Dec. 1. Collec¬ 
tions currently are at the rate of 
approximately $11,000 per month. 

The annual plantwide drive for 
Con-Trib-Club payroll deduction 
authorizations will be held early 
in October this year. It will be 
at the same time as the commu¬ 
nity’s United Fund drive. A sub¬ 
stantial portion ($71,015 of 
$112,077 which had been allo¬ 
cated to the end of July) goes to 
support the United Fund. 


First B-36s to Base 
At Guam For 90 Days 

First B-36s to go on active 
duty in the Far East will leave 
Spokane, Wash., in October, it 
was announced Aug. 30 in the 
Pentagon in Washington, D.C. 

The Air Force said that 30 of 
the planes will fly non-stop from 
Fairchild AFB, near Spokane, to 
Guam for 90 days training. 

The planes make up the 92nd 
Bomb Wing (Heavy). 

Although B-36s have made sur¬ 
vey flights in the Far East, this 
will be the first time they have 
headquartered there. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following employees received em¬ 
ployee suggestion awards totaling $388 
for the period ending Aug. 27: 

Dept. 20: B. R. Israel, J. W. Rawls. 

Dept. 25: F. C. Reconnu, J. G. Pearce 
(two awards). 

Dept. 27:' J. R. Trentham. 

Dept. 29: H. C. Bruce. 

Dept. 76: C. V. Owenbey, T. I. Shad- 
den. 


'Holiday' Proclaimed 
On Group Insurance 

(Continued from Page 1) 
fatter. Over the eight-week pe¬ 
riod, this is an average saving 
of approximately $20. 

The suspension in premium 
payments was made possible be¬ 
cause claims paid to participants 
in the two-year period totaled 
less money than policyholders 
actually paid in. 

The refund (in effect) is made 
by the company in keeping with 
its policy of giving policyholders 
the full benefit of any such sav¬ 
ings. (Even though Convair pays 
$5 per month toward each partici- 


Carswell B-36 Wings 
One, Two in Series 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Third place crew was that of 
Maj. James H. Seeley of the 
llth’s 98th squadron. In sixth 
place was Lt. Col. Robert 
Rurouch’s crew of the 7th’s 436th 
squadron. 

These four were the only 
B-36s competing from Carswell, 
All were high on the winning 
list. 

The practice raids simulated 
missions such as B-36s would 
fly in event of war. This year 
the bombers performed 10-point 
attacks on industrial targets in 
Omaha, Neb., Denver and Okla¬ 
homa City. Flights were made 
from Walker AF Base near Ros¬ 
well, N.M. 

When the planes landed at 
Carswell, wives and children 
were waiting on the flight line 
to welcome them. 
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pant’s insurance premium, the 
company does not share in the 
premium suspension. The com 
pany’s payments continue as 

mi I ) 
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Veteran Govt. 

Man Retiring 

Rudy Miller’s gone fishing. 
And he won’t be back. 

After 34 consecutive years of 
civil service work for the govern¬ 
ment, the quality control-fabrica¬ 
tion supervisor for the Air Force 
at Convair Fort Worth retired 
last week, thus ending a long 
career that took him to many far 
parts of the world. 

Born in Meadville, Pa., about 
60 years ago, Miller in his youth 
was an oiler on ships plying the 
Great Lakes. (On one occasion 
his ship went aground during a 
blizzard. Luckily the Coast 
Guard came to the rescue.) After 
a hitch in the Navy, Miller start¬ 
ed working for the Army air arm 
and never left it. 

Stationed in Honolulu in 1927, 
Miller got to meet such early day 
aviation greats as Sir Kingsford 
Smith and Amelia Earhart. 

Miller was still at Pearl Har- 


Convair Recreation Association 
operates for your pleasure. Loot 
over the activities on page 6 anc 
take your choice. 


RttetA 

(Continued from Page 1) 
some 30 species of yucca indig 
enous to the southwest U.S. 

“Yucca, sometimes erroneously 
called yucca palms, are actually 
of the lily family.” 

(Now we can’t wait for 
chance to identify a yucca as 
lily!) 

* * * 

H. C. Anderson, assistant su¬ 
pervisor in training section, has 
a real honest to gosh rockhound. 

His year old cocker, Mitzi, 
makes a practice of gathering up 
all the rocks around the Ander¬ 
son home at 1720 Montrose in 

River Oaks and piling them 

neatly in the back yard. 

* sje * 

Mary McDaniel, FW’s chief tel¬ 
ephone operator, got a shock re¬ 
cently when she took an egg from 
her lunch box. She tapped it on 
the table and it splashed. It was¬ 
n’t hard boiled at all. Rattled, 
she scrambled this explanation: 

.“Guess I didn’t turn the water 
on under the stove!” 


DREAMING? —It’s a dream 
no longer for R. C. Miller of Air 
Force quality control group at 
Convair Fort Worth. He's re¬ 
tiring after 34 years. Guess what 
he's planning to do! 

bor (Hickham Field) on Dec. 7, 
1941 and helped fight fires dur¬ 
ing the attack. He received a 
commendation for “meritorious 
civilian service.” 

During, the war years Miller 
served at various Air Force bases 
in the U. S. and in 1947 was 
assigned to Germany. He was 
present in Berlin during the air 
lift and returned to the states in 
1949 for assignment to Convair 
Fort Worth. 

“My wife and I are going to 
Miami to buy a house,” he said 
last week. “Then I can have a 
boat in the front yard and a car 
in the back. I figure I’ll just fish 
—and do nothing else.” 


Train Kills Convair 
Child and Escort 

Four-year-old Danny Hooper 
and his baby sitter were run 
down and killed by a stream¬ 
liner while crossing a railroad 
trestle Aug. 27 while Danny’s 
father, Joe Hooper, was at 
work in the traffic department 
at Convair Fort Worth. 

The baby sitter, 54 year-old 
Mrs. Lina McAllister, already 
had got herself and two chil¬ 
dren off the trestle when she 
looked back, to discover Danny 
trapped and a train coming 
around the curve. 

Both went to their deaths as 
she struggled to free him. 
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First Pictures Offer Unclassified Look' Into FW's Nuclear Area 




TEXAS-TYPE—New crane located inside nuclear operations area 
at Fort Worth is largest in these parts. In photo a plant engineer¬ 
ing crew is servicing crane while not needed for operations. Inset 
shows R. L. Matthews of traffic, crane operator, inside cab. He 
watches work through windows. 


New Freighter Version 


Of Model 340 Revealed 


DEVELOPMENT AREA—A. G. Owen in this photo looks over development building work in 
secret nuclear area at Convair Fort Worth. Area might be mistaken for regular machine shop in 
assembly building. Owen is assistant superintendent in development. 


will match that of the Convair- 
Liner. Top speed for the Freight¬ 
er will be 313 miles per hour. 
Design range, with 1730 gallons 
of fuel, is 2000 miles. Service 
ceiling will be 26,700 feet. 

The Freighter will be powered 
by two R-2800 Pratt and Whit¬ 
ney engines driving three-bladed, 
variable pitch Hamilton Standard 
propellers. 

Like the Convair-Liner, the 
Freighter will be able to take 
off and climb under full load on 
one engine and will operate from 
nearly any airport in the United 
States from which twin-engine 
aircraft are now being flown. 
The runway requirement is only 
4650 feet. The Freighter’s gross 
weight will be slightly higher 
than the 47,000 pounds of its pas¬ 
senger-carrying counterpart. 


Convair last month announced a new version of the 
Convair-Liner, called the “Convair Freighter,” a commer¬ 
cial transport that will haul 15,000 pounds of cargo over 
medium airline ranges at a cruising speed of 280 miles an 
hour. 

“The field of air freight has 
a brighter future than any 
other phase of commercial air¬ 
line operations,” It. J. Pfeiffer, 

Convair manager of domestic 
sales, said today. 

“Freight traffic already is 
growing faster than passenger 
traffic, and the field still is vir¬ 
tually untapped. The airlines 
urgently need a plane designed 
for cargo because the volume of 
air freight is beginning to in¬ 
terfere with passenger comfort. 

“The Freighter is Convair’s 
answer. It will carry more 
cargo for less expense than any 
twin engine aircraft of com¬ 
parable size now in use.” 

Externally, the Convair 
Freighter will look much like its 
passenger counterpart. Principal 
exterior difference will be the 
hydraulically operated cargo door 
—10 feet wide and 6 feet high— 
built into the left side of the 
fuselage aft of the wing. The 
door will be hinged at the top. 

To make the plane readily con¬ 
vertible to passenger operations 
as well, the standard Convair- 
Liner integral passenger loading 
ramp forward of the wing will 
be kept in the Convair Freighter. 

The interior of the fuselage 
will be fitted with an extruded 
magnesium cargo deck 51 feet 9 
inches long and 8 feet 5 inches 
wide. The deck, completely un¬ 
obstructed, will be fitted with 
flush cargo tie-downs and stress¬ 
ed for 200 pounds to the square 
foot. 

The cargo compartment, 6 feet 
3 inches high, will be lined to 
window-height with durable fi¬ 
berglass paneling and insulated 
with fiberglass batts against 
sound and temperature. 

The Freighter’s entire fuselage 
will be air conditioned and pres¬ 
surized for the handling of 
perishable cargo. 

Pfeiffer explained that the 
Convair Freighter is not expected 
to supplant larger aircraft in the 
cargo field. “The Freighter is 
designed primarily for feeder line 
operation, supplementing long- 
haul (1000 to 2500-mile) cargo 
schedules,” Pfeiffer said. 

Performance of the Freighter 


PERSONALITIES—At left, this is how John Douglas, test analyst, looks in nuclear laboratory 
building as he operates electrometer inside copper screened room. Screen prevents electrical field 
interference in instruments. Center is A. G. Owen's secretary, pretty and efficient Beth Knight. She, 
too, wears a "film badge" to record radiation. At right, in chemistry laboratory Phyllis Feddersen, 
analyst, runs distillation test. 

Secret Nuclear Area at FW Under 
Never Ending Check for Radiation 

“Atomic-powered aircraft ...” When such words as these appear in print re¬ 
garding Convair, as they have in CONVAIRIETY from time to time, they doubtless 
arouse curiosity as to what's going on in the secret nuclear reactor area at Convair 
Fort Worth. 

So, perhaps you would like a look inside. This look, however, will have to be an un¬ 
classified look, for much of the work is still secret. 

First requirement is two passes 
from industrial security. It takes 


LOADING UP—Frank Fink, Convair SD chief engineer, and R. J. 
Pfeiffer, Convair director of commercial sales, stand in cargo door¬ 
way of an Air Force C-I3IA as lift truck loads. New Freighter 
version of Convair-Liner will be longer than C-I3IA and have wider 
door. 


two because the overall area is 
divided into two smaller areas 
and a new pass is required for 
each. 

And the general approval of 
R. D. O’Neal, program director. 

Your guide is Frank Paschal, 
health physics administrator—a 
physicist who sees to it that no 
damage results from radioactive 
sources. He knows his way 
around—and will show you. 

“Purpose of all this work, of 
course, is to contribute eventual¬ 
ly to the building of an atomic- 
powered airplane,” he explains. 
“That’s no secret, since the Air 
Force long ago announced that 
Convair had been awarded a con¬ 
tract for research and develop¬ 
ment in connection with nuclear 
propulsion of aircraft. 

“First we’ll have a look at the 
laboratory area.” 

It would make a good story if 
there were Buck Rogers type 
gadgets such as you see in movies 
speculating on the year 2000 A.D. 
But what you really see is most¬ 
ly like any other laboratory, ex¬ 
cept for the many instruments 
used in measuring radiation. 

“Radiation is checked at every 
conceivable point in and around 
the area—and anything known to 
have been exposed to radiation is 
checked,” says Paschal. 

The laboratory area is under 
the general direction of Dr. D. A. 
Cowan, nuclear laboratory group 


engineer. In the building are of¬ 
fices for the health physicists, 
and instrumentation work is 
being performed by assemblers, 
mechanics, machinists, electronic 
technicians—and the like—just as 
in other areas of the plant. 

The area also includes the 
building where development work 
for the project is under way. 
Work here is under the general 
direction of A. G. Owen, assistant 
superintendent of development 
manufacturing. 

As elsewhere, development here 
means the building of special 
parts and components, stands and 
so on. In appearance, the area is 
much like any other manufactur¬ 
ing area of the plant. 

You check back with the guard 
a second time—give him your 
second pass. He signs you up. 
But all this is still not enough to 
get you in. The guard makes a 
telephone call to verify that there 
is no reason why you shouldn’t 
enter the area. 

Then he takes your ID card 
and gives you two badges. One 
is to get you into the second area 
—the operations area. The other 
is a film badge to measure any 
radioactivity. You know you 
won’t be exposed, but it is an¬ 
other of the precautionary meas¬ 
ures. 

Finally you and Paschal are 
ready to go. 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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"PAPER" CHASE—From 7:30 p.m. to midnight recently a group of Convair 
Pomona men were combing the hinterland in a favorite exercise of radio hams— 
searching for a hidden transmitter. A Convairiety photographer went along in a 
car with Harold E. Cockrell (Dept. 27), K6CVJ, and John Corr (Dept. 3) W6QLB, 


and produced these photos. Top left Cockrell checks in at start. Center Corr and 
Cockrell take their first bearing and at right Cockrell takes another bearing, this 
time with directional loop antenna, and consults map. Transmitter was hidden 
in mountainous area where reflected signals caused false readings. 



PARTICIPANTS—Hunt ended when last car arrived at midnight. 
Back row, left to right: Corr, Val Hanson, K6Gyi, Fred Stahl, K6IUW, 
John Porter, W6PXQ, Cockrell, Gordon Rozen, K6DAA, Orve Owen, W6BSL, 
Jerry Hogsett, W6SGF (who operated hidden transmitter). Front row: Marvin 
Murry, Hillis Hauck, K6DQA, Roy Routh, Russ Routh, W6MGS, NIO staff; 
Fred Stahl Jr., Joe Hensley. Not shown, Tom Brown, W6JHQ and Jack Gretta, 
W6NSG. 


Operation of Special Polar Region Compasses 
Simulated in Mobile Units For AF Training 


It’s no simple matter to make 
simple such complicated opera¬ 
tions as those in the numerous 
systems (such as navigation, 
hydraulics, and so on) that go to 
make up an aircraft as complex 
as the B-36. 

But that’s just the job of mo¬ 
bile training units being manu¬ 
factured in the development han¬ 
gar at Convair Fort Worth for 
the Air Force’s Air Training 
Command. 

Under a new contract, develop¬ 
ment manufacturing department 
employees under the supervision 
of Roy E. Purseley are modern¬ 
izing the AF’s training units to 
bring them up to date with the 
latest model B-36s. 

The units, which are made up 
of parts which go on B-36s, simu¬ 
late actual operation of the sys¬ 
tems on a B-36 in flight. 

Currently in production, for in¬ 
stance, is a high latitude compass 


Telephone habits form a pic¬ 
ture of you and your company. 
Be courteous. 


system which enables B-36 navi¬ 
gators to plot their course in the 
polar regions—a feat which was 
once impossible. 

For years pilots found their 
conventional magnetic compasses 
completely useless near the North 
Pole. That’s because needles on 
compasses attracted to the poles 
become erratic when near either 
pole. 

This is overcome with the help 
of a gyroscope which keeps the 
compass in a position to work 

properly. Panels which simulate 
the use of this compass enable 
the AF to teach this particular 
phase of B-36 navigation. 

They consist of a flux valve, 
a gyro and slaving control 
mounted on a wooden cut-out of 
a B-36. By operating the con¬ 
trols, the heading of the airplane 
silhouette changes to indicate the 
new course. 

“And that makes it easy for 
the operator to gradually get the 
feel of the compass system,” said 
Fred Buehler, development proj¬ 
ect liaison man in charge. 



FEMININE ELEMENT—Last month's Management Club meet¬ 
ing at San Diego had feminine participation as these Plant 2 girls, 
all from F-102 project, helped ticket sales. Left to right: Berniece 
Isom, Hazel Herring, Jerry Hawkins, Charlotte Perry, Helen Beggs, 
Cecile Carter, Lou White, Kitty Law. 


Night Riding Radio Hams at Pomona 
Play Hide and Seek With Mobile Sets 

An electronic version of "hide and seek,” played with automobiles and mobile ama¬ 
teur radio sets, is providing entertainment and training twice a month for a dozen or 
more Convair Pomona men and others in the Pomona area. 


The men, all members of the 
Tri-County Amateur Radio Asso¬ 
ciation, meet every second Friday 
in Pomona for a hidden trans¬ 
mitter hunt—or, as it is officially 
called by the club, a “practice 
search and rescue mission.” 

“One member, usually the win¬ 
ner of the previous hunt, leaves 
early with a mobile transmitter 
and hides out in some remote 
spot,” John Porter (Dept. 6) 
president of the club, said. 
“Then the others, using receivers 
and a variety of methods, at¬ 
tempt to locate the hiding spot. 
The first one to find it is the 
winner, of course.” 

Members match wits in select¬ 
ing unusual hiding places for the 
transmitter. A favorite hiding 
place is the middle of an orange 
grove. Canyons in the mountains 
north of Pomona are also favored. 
The latter hiding places are diffi¬ 
cult to locate, since signals from 
the transmitters are reflected 
from many surfaces in the moun¬ 
tains. 


“But one of our most difficult 
hunts was several months ago, 
when a transmitter was locked 
in the trunk of a deserted car on 
a street in downtown Pomona 
and operated by remote control 
from a nearby building,” Porter 
said. “Practically all of the 
searchers located the car, but de¬ 
cided that they were on a false 
trail when they saw no one in or 
near the car. Finally someone 
discovered the two members with 
the remote unit, and the hunt was 
over.” 

Two methods are favored in lo¬ 
cating the hidden transmitters. 
One group antennas, or “DF 
loops,” while a majority of the 
others have developed skill in 
utilizing the directional qualities 
of whip antennas produced by 
their relationship to the metal 
bodies of cars. 

In the latter method, by slow¬ 
ly driving the car in a tight 
circle it is possible to note in¬ 
creased strength of the incoming 


radio signal as the car becomes 
oriented with the hidden trans¬ 
mitter. This shows the operator 
the direction to the location. 

By making a series of these 
tests it is possible to more or 
less “pinpoint” the location by 
rough triangulation. 

“In addition to being fun, hunts 
of this type also have a practical 
purpose,” Porter said. “The same 
principle has been used to locate 
hams who have been lost in re¬ 
mote areas, to locate illegal 
transmitters, to assist searching 
parties in the mountains, to di¬ 
rect police to the scenes of acci¬ 
dents, and for a host of other 
uses.” 

At present about 20 Convair 
Pomona people are members of 
the association. They are Roy 
and Russ Routh of NIO inspec¬ 
tion, Fred Stahl, Orve Owen, 
Jack Rocchio, John Harmon and 
Porter of Dept. 6, Tom Brown, 
Dave Wenchel, Harold Cockrell, 
George Dynes, Walt Barnes, Bill 
Hibbard and Doug Turner of 
Dept. 27, Harold Roosien and 
Richard Reed of Dept. 63, Dudley 
Hutchins and Walt Crutchfield of 
Dept. 72, Hillis Hauck of Dept. 
31 and John Corr of Dept. 3. 

Membership in the club is open 
to all amateurs and others who 
are interested in becoming hams. 
The club has a program of in¬ 
struction in code and theory to 
help new members prepare for li¬ 
cense examinations. Meetings are 
7:30 p.m. the second Wednesday 
each month at 145 E. Monterey 
in Pomona. Further information 
may be obtained by contacting 
Porter at ext. 6235. 


W. B. McFarland Weds 
In San Diego Sept. 4 

W. B. McFarland, Dept. 235 at 
Convair San Diego, and Evelyn 
Mae Phillips were married Sept. 
4 in the First Church of the 
Nazarene, San Diego. The bride 
is the daughter of Mrs. Greta 
Phillips, also of Dept 235, and 
Perry Phillips, Dept. 55. 



GYRO COMPASS—M. Grisham, Dept. 65, works on mobile 
training unit used in Air Training Command as aid to learning 
about B-36s. This one is gyrosyn compass. 



HONORS—At left, George Kuester, former chief of guards at SD and now in charge of guard and 
fire protection at Palmdale, receives Mug o' the Month award from Roy Ashe at September Man¬ 
agement Club meeting in San Diego. In photo at right, Ray Lange, salvage yard administrator, re¬ 
ceives McSave-it award from B. P. Gibbons, manager of material. (Lange had received Mug before, 
but this is his first McSave-it trophy.) 
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Two Score 


Pilot For 40 Years Celebrates 
With Flight Around Lindbergh 

A Convair SD employee whose background reads like a 
chronicle of aviation history recently celebrated in a 
rather subdued manner the 40th anniversary of the issu¬ 
ance of his pilot's license. 


ANCIENT TIMES—Photo, uncovered at Fort Worth recently, was of "Consolidated Bowling 
League" back in 1937. Many, however, are now at FW. Best identification available reads, front 
row left to rig.ht: late N. W. Bouley, H. Turner, Ken Whitney, unidentified, Tom Coughlin, Bill Ring, 

Cliff Ekram, Arnie Springer, Ben Duffy, Irv Craig. Second row: unidentified, Irv Watts, C. B. Carroll, George Clayton, 
Eddie Weir, unidentified, C. C. Farnsworth, Claire Harris, Harold Hauptman. Third row, Gus Phillips, Herb Hinckley, 
Don Kirk, Clarence Gerber, Parker Stacey, Roy Lessard, Oscar Wehmanen, Eddie Raymond. Fourth row: Frank Morse, 
Ernie Hodgson, Gordon Waite, Lloyd Bender, Bill Liddle, Pete Carlson, Hal Halverson, R. R. Hoover, Carl Heim, un¬ 
identified, Dave Halsey, J. P. Syren, Stan Whitaker, C. F. McCabe, D. C. McDougal Jr. Fifth row: unidentified, Roy 
Coykendall, unidentified, Louis Peters, Lou Miller, Dan Miller, Harry Miller, Alan Abels, unidentified, unidentified. 
Ray Schwarz. 

Last Two Engineering 'Interns' In 
Ten Year Program Leave Convair 


Frank T. Courtney of service 
publications elected to pilot a 
small two-placer in a leisurely 
flight around Lindbergh Field. 
He made his flight in the Honey 
Bee, an airplane designed and 
built by Ken Coward and Bill 
Chana of engineering and their 
associates (Convairiety, July 30, 
1952). 

It was just 40 years ago last 
month when Courtney climbed 
into a flimsy biplane in England 
and soloed. Since that time he has 
been a test pilot, designer, en¬ 
gineer, combat pilot, airline pilot 
and representative and a strong 
backer of water-based aircraft. 

“Learning to fly in those days 
was quite different,” Courtney 
said. “We selected a long field, 
took off from one end, flew about 
200 yards and landed on the op¬ 
posite end. Then we reversed the 
procedure. I think I was ready to 
solo before I had ever turned 
an airplane in the air.” 

Courtney saw service with the 
Royal Flying Corps during World 
War I as a mechanic, sergeant 
pilot and later as an officer. 

“One airplane did all the work 
then,” he recalled. “It was a 
bomber, fighter or reconnaissance 
plane depending on whether we 
carried bombs, guns or cameras.” 

Following the war, Courtney 
served as a pilot on Europe’s 
first airline which linked London, 
Paris and Berlin. 

Radiation Under 
Constant Control 

(Continued from Page 3) 

In the operations area is found 
most of the work which involves 
radio-active sources and mate¬ 
rials. Work is directed by O. A. 
Mooneyham, nuclear operations 
group engineer. 

Here Paschal shows you radio¬ 
active sources, and explains the 
precautions and controls. 

Especially impressive is an 
elaborate set of automatic con¬ 
trols. At any time radiation be¬ 
comes higher than the normal 
limits set for a test, the controls 
automatically shut down the 
operation until radiation returns 
to a normal level. 

You are impressed too with the 
quiet, knowing way these people 
go about their business, which at 
the moment happens to be ready¬ 
ing for tests—always more tests. 

The area is well fenced in— 
even though it’s in Texas. There 
is the fence around the entire 
563-acre reservation. There’s a 
fence around the entire 85-acre 
nuclear area. And there’s a fence 
around each of the two principal 
areas inside. 

And although you might have 
hoped to see something startling, 
you didn’t. Only Convair em¬ 
ployees working quietly on some 
things which may startle you 
someday in the future. 


“At first we carried a pilot 
and two passengers, then later 
four and finally eight and a co¬ 
pilot,” he said. “Flying was for 
the very rich and those seeking a 
thrill. 

“We flew only during daylight 
hours and followed roads and 
railroads. Engine failures occur¬ 
red frequently and we always 
kept an eye pealed for a field in 
which to set down. Once we 
landed, we would bundle our pas¬ 
sengers up and hike to the near¬ 
est railroad, flag the train and 
put them aboard. We guaranteed 
speed!” 

It was during this era Court¬ 
ney gained a name for himself 
on the Continent as a test pilot 
of water - based aircraft. He 
traveled extensively, flying any 
new model available. 

Also during this period a race 
developed to see who would fly 
the Atlantic first and win a $50,- 
000 prize. Courtney was in the 
thick of it. The first airplane 
built for his attempted crossing 
crashed on its maiden flight, the 
second ran low on gas and had to 
return. A third was forced down 
800 miles beyond the Azores. 

“I’ve flown the Pacific many 
times but still never the Atlan¬ 
tic,” he said. 

Following this period he acted 
as an advisor to American air¬ 
craft manufacturers, helped de¬ 
velop water-based airplanes in 
England and did acceptance work 
for the British on Consolidated 
aircraft. 

He served as a test pilot with 
Convair during World War II 
and came back to work at San 
Diego last year after more years 
of flying. 


Top photo is "box kite" ma¬ 
chine in which Frank Courtney 
of Convair SD learned to fly, 40 
years ago. Lower photo is one 
of early-day machines (1919) 
which flew English Channel on 
first scheduled airline, Paris to 
London. Courtney says the "ho¬ 
tel to hotel" time for passengers 
was four hours. It’s still about 
the same, he says, because, al¬ 
though planes now cruise twice 
as fast, it takes a lot longer to 
get from hotels to airports and 
vice versa. 


Swimming, Horseback 
Riding and Barbecue 
Mark Dept. 22 Picnic 

A picnic at Moore’s Ranch, 
Potrero, Aug. 29 attracted 750 
people from Dept. 22 at Convair 
SD. 

Events during the day included 
swimming, games, contests, 
horseback riding, softball and 
music by a western band. 

Highlight of the day was a bar¬ 
becue dinner cooked on the 
grounds under the supervision of 
Joe Pitine. 

Chairmen of various activities 
included Bob King, Don Billing- 
hurst, Harry Brown, Dick Hart, 
Bill Bailey, Don Pierce, Ray 
Raines and F. B. Wagner. 

“We would like to say thanks 
to CRA for contributing to the 
financial arrangements,” said 
Don Billinghurst, general chair¬ 
man. 

Five From Convair 
Serve Civic Group 

Five Convair San Diego em¬ 
ployees have been named officers 
in the newly-formed Linda Vista 
Improvement Association, a civic 
organization. 

R. A. Morris, Dept. 25, was 
named president; Lloyd Bradley, 
Dept. 46, vice-president, and Ray 
F. Bakken, Dept. 603, treasurer. 
Directors include Leno McDonald, 
Dept. 101, and Donald Menchion, 
Dept. 340. 

“The Public Housing Adminis¬ 
tration will sell government 
homes in Linda Vista and we of¬ 
fer information about these sales 
as a community service,” Morris 
said. “After the sale we will 
work as a civic organization.” 

The association meets at 1 p.m. 
the second Saturday of each 
month at Linda Vista Community 
Center. 


The last college students to 
take part in a scholarship-fellow- 
ship program which started back 
in 1944 at Convair SD are sched¬ 
uled to return to college this 
month. 

Norman S. Phillips and Bill D. 
Crouch report to Ohio State Uni¬ 
versity late this month to com¬ 
plete their requirements for en¬ 
gineering degrees after working 
through the summer months at 
Convair SD. 

Convair established the pro¬ 
gram in 1944 by setting aside 
certain sums of money to dif¬ 
ferent colleges and universities 
across the nation to be used in 
granting scholarships (under¬ 
graduate work) and fellowships 
(graduate work). Students enter¬ 
ing the program were recom¬ 
mended by faculty committees 


and approved by Convair. Al¬ 
though they signed no contracts 
for employment after graduation, 
each student was required to 
spend a period of time at Con¬ 
vair SD as an intern engineer, 
working in various engineering 
sections. 

Some 100 students representing 
23 institutions have taken part in 
the program. 

“We now have several en¬ 
gineers in positions of great re¬ 
sponsibility who came to us 
through the program,” said H. 
T. Brooks, engineering person¬ 
nel supervisor. 

Although the program is sched-. 
uled to end in the near future, 
another program of a like na¬ 
ture is now being put into work¬ 
ing order, according to H. W. 
Rubottom, training supervisor. 


LUCK—C. F. McCabe, assistant chief engineer at San Diego, 
left, bids farewell to Bill Crouch and Norman Phillips who are re¬ 
turning to Ohio State to complete engineering studies after a sum¬ 
mer at Convair. They are last students to participate in a Convair 
scholarship-fellowship program begun 10 years ago. 



LATEST—Forty years to the day since he received his pilot's 
license, Frank Courtney of SD flew the "Honey Bee" around Lind¬ 
bergh Field last month. It was plane's 450th hop and Courtney 
was its 102nd pilot. 


Electromagnetic 
Theory Topic For 
SD Training Class 

A petitioned course, Applied 
Electromagnetic Theory (En¬ 
gineering XL 112), is scheduled 
to be taught this fall at Convair 
SD as part of the University of 
California extension program. 

Meeting from 7 until 9:30 p.m. 
each Thursday in Room 1, Build¬ 
ing 14, Plant 1, the class will be 
taught by Dr. David Carter of 
Convair SD. 

Registration will be held from 
1 until 3 p.m. Sept. 14 in Room 
350, Building 5, Plant 1. Fee for 
the three-unit class will be $27. 
The class applies under the Con¬ 
vair SD tuition refund program. 

Additional information and bro¬ 
chures on extension courses to be 
offered this fall are available in 
the training section, Building 14, 
Plant 1. 


Annual Picnic for Depts. 102 and 115 at San Diego 
Attracts Crowd of 1,500 to Pine Valley Grounds 


The annual picnic for Depts. 
102 and 115 at San Diego drew 
a record crowd of 1,500 to Pine 
Valley last month and for once 
supervision did all the work. 

A smooth working organization 
under General Chairman Charles 
Ryan kept activities moving on 
schedule from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Highlights included a wide va¬ 
riety of games (with silver dol¬ 
lars as prizes), a ball game (won 
by Dept. 115, though the score 
was protested), a Mixmaster gate 
prize (won by Benny Kiegle), 
horseshoe contest (Dept. 102 won 
it), soft drinks by the case and 
1,200 bars of ice cream, dancing 
from 3 to 6 p.m., perfect picnic 
weather. 

General Foreman Bert Kemp 
made the speech of welcome and 
later termed the gathering the 
most successful picnic he had 


seen. Ryan gave credit to his 
committee chairmen, Kiegle, 
Frank Garrison, Walt Herschold, 
Curly Maxfield, W. U. Gatter- 
man, and mentioned R. L. Weide 
particularly for his skill in run¬ 
ning the games off on schedule. 


POMONA NIO PINS 
MEDAL ON AF MAN 
Capt. F. C. Manville, USN, 
stepped out of his role as Naval 
Inspector of Ordnance at Convair 
Pomona for a short time last 
month to honor a member of the 
United States Air Force in a 
ceremony at March AFB. Man¬ 
ville presented the Navy and Ma¬ 
rine Corps Medal to S/Sgt. 
Robert C. Christensen, USAF, 
who made a hazardous jump 
early this year in Northwest 
Canada to aid survivors of a 
crashed Navy aircraft. 
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DILEMMA—Bill Vance really has problems as his three daughters 
show up before girlfriend Jeanne Clark. "Daughters" are Lucille 
Love, Jean Harrison, and Barbie Brown. Play is "My Dear Children." 


Rehearsals for First Play Get 
Under Way; 'My Dear Children' Set 


Rehearsals got under way this week for Wing and Mas¬ 
que’s opening production, “My Dear Children.” Director 
Murrel Morris is putting her fourteen-member cast through 
its paces to assure Convair-Fort Worth audiences quality 


performances. 

The play opens Wing and Mas¬ 
que’s fifth season on October 7, 
with other performances slated 
for October 8, 9, 15 and 16. 

Heading the cast is Bill Vance 
as Manville, the successful and 
tempermental matinee idol who 
finds himself in an unusual situ¬ 
ation when three daughters by 
three previous marriages all show 
up at the same time. 

Playing the parts of the daugh¬ 
ters are Lucille Love, as Portia, 
Jean Harrison, as Cordelia, and 
Barbie Brown as Miranda. 

Other members of the cast are 


Carol Sue Kidd as Else, J. D. 
Goodman as Albert, James Rat¬ 
cliff as Hanson, Raye King as 
Miss Titcomb, Harry Weimer as 
Jacques, Jack J. Forney as Van 
Betke, A1 Coorey as Nelson, and 
David Coombs as Stevenson. 

The play is one in which the 
late John Barrymore starred and 
is guaranteed to delight the 
audience. 

Tickets will be sold at the 
CRA office. 

Stan Brown, drama commis¬ 
sioner, invited all Convair em¬ 
ployees to plan to attend the sea¬ 
son opener at the CRA Playhouse. 


Nine More Days 
For Entries in 
Color Contest 

Hurry, hurry, hurry!!! 

Time’s getting short for Con¬ 
vair-Fort Worth employees. Just 
nine more days to get that color 
slide entered in the big plant¬ 
wide CRA camera contest! 

Deadline is Sept. 17. Judging 
will be Sept. 27 at a regular 
meeting of the CRA camera 
group. 

Stan Orrick, commissioner, this 
week announced the judges for 
the contest. Fred Carlile, Con¬ 
vair-Fort Worth photography 
supervisor, will head the group. 
Other judges are George Lock¬ 
hart, Marie Orrick, Joyce Hendry 
and Rogers. 

Whopping big prizes are a slide 
projector for the first place win¬ 
ner, and a Weston light meter 
for second place. Third is a pro¬ 
jection screen, and fourth is a 
slide file. 

Honorable mentions will be a 
year’s subscription to Photogra¬ 
phy Magazine. 

The contest is open to all Con¬ 
vair employees except camera 
club members and professional 
photographers. Vacation shots 
are the subject matter. 

Briefly the rules are this: the 
slide must have been taken in the 
past year and only color slides 
will be accepted. Maximum size 
is 2*4 by 2% inches. 

Contestants may enter two 
slides. Each must be marked with 
the owner’s name and placed in 
a sealed envelope. The envelope 
should be marked with name, 
address and department number. 
The envelope should also contain 
the title of the picture, if any, 
and as much camera data as 
possible. 

All Convair employees were 
urged to enter the contest. The 
Sept. 27 meeting for judging will 
be open to all employees. 



CHAMPS—Winners in recent washer pitching contest at Daingerfield are: left picture standing, 
L. J. Stewart and O. A. Rust, kneeling, Pete Ball and J. E. McMichael. Same order right picture, 
Timothy Mullin and Jodie Jones, William Johnson and Luster Taylor. 



SPECTATORS—Watching what's going on at recent Convair 
Management Club night at LaGrave Field were: above, left to 
right, Mike Fosier, Charlene Kelly, Mrs. Nell Shackelford, Mrs. 
Gloria Davis, Jimmy Shackelford and K. D. Davis. Below, Chick 
Allen and family, Dot-lie, Marge and Stanley were there too. 



Ice Skating Instruction Offered 
By CRA at Will Rogers Coliseum 

Convair-Fort Worth employees and members of their 
families have a chance this year to learn all about ice skat¬ 
ing through special CRA arrangements. 

This year Jane Zeiser, director of CRA’s annual ice show, 
will offer instructions to both individuals and groups. 


Ball, McMichael 
Take CRA Titles 

Pete Ball and J. E. McMichael 
pitched their way to a washer 
tournament championship this 
month at Convair-Daingerfield. 

They won out over 15 other 
teams composed of members from 
all departments at Daingerfield. 

0. A. Rust and L. J. Stewart 
took second. 

First place prizes were gallon 
thermos jugs and flashlights were 
second place prizes. 

In a separate tournament in 
the sanitation department, Wil¬ 
liam Johnson and Luster Taylor 
took home first prizes and Timo¬ 
thy Mullin and Jodie Jones won 
second place. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


Price for the individual figure 
skating is $3 per half hour. In¬ 
struction is private and by ap¬ 
pointments only. Miss Zeiser may 
be contacted at SU-4798. 

Group classes were slated to 
get under way this week but em¬ 
ployees may still enroll. 

Price for the one hour classes 
will depend on the number of 
people enrolled. Lessons will be 
$1 per hour if there are six to 
10 people; 80 cent for 11 to 15 
people; 65 cents for 16 to 25 
people; and 50 cents for 26 to 
50 people. 

Classes will meet from 7 to 8 
p.m. every Tuesday at Will 
Rogers Coliseum. 

Interested employees may ob¬ 
tain more information and enroll 
at the CRA office, ext. 5141. 

If You're Sweltering- 
Try Ice Skating on CRA 

If the heat’s getting you down, 
CRA offers a sure cure. 

It’s ice skating time again and 
employees can cool off at the 
Will Rogers Coliseum rink. 

The price is only $1 for a sea¬ 
son ticket. 


CRA Activities..Tak< 


(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation, an organization to which all Convair 
employees belong. Financed by proceeds from 
candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees 


who are commissioners of various activities. The 
association is run by employees for the benefit 
and recreation of employees. All Convair people 
should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Britain, commissioner. 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3159. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. Play each Friday, CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. 
E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 


a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, Col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. Rehearsals under way for “My 
Dear Children.” 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. Plant-wide tourney under 
way. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 


MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, 
commissioner, ext. 5138. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot 
aisle. Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Meetings Sept. 8, 15, CRA 
Center. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult 
and children’s riding classes, contact CRA 
office, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 


SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and 
advanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 

S roups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tues- 
ays at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNISrJohn Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Regular play Sept. 9, 
Central YMCA, Sept. 14, 16, CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 


Your Choice! 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for 
first shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday at CRA Center; for second 
and third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 
Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonheim, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 380. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
e*t. 377. 
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They Float with the Greatest of Ea$e, Th ese Daring Young Men on Water Skis! 



DARING YOUNG MEN—Skiing through water at Lake Worth are brave souls 
Wendell Conditt and Bob Lynn as Jimmy Carlile stands nonchalantly atop shoulders. 
But pride goeth . . . etc. as Bob Lynn loses balance on jump and lands in drink. 


Bruce Hudson, Floyd McCreight, Jimmy Carlile and Clyde Conditt prove you're 
never too young to learn. They're part of Convair water ski enthusiasts who spend 
leisure time at local lakes. 



Armstrong, Baskin Tie With 148 
In Championship Flight Golf Play 

At the end of qualifying rounds, L. H. Armstrong and 
A. J. Baskin emerged in a tie for top place with 148’s in 
CRA’s big plantwide golf tourney. 

Armstrong, golf commissioner, was plant champion last 
year. 


Water Ski Enthusiasts Brave 
Jumps, but Look for Air Tow 

They float through the air with the greatest of ease— 
and the water too. 

They’re a group of Convair-Fort Worth employees who 
like to spend their spare time skimming across Lake Worth 
at speeds of 35 miles per hour on nothing more than a pair 


Other golfers in the champion¬ 
ship flight are C. Hoera, 150, W. 
Waddle, 151, J. T. Tyler, 152, 

E. Burner, 152, J. D. Samuelson, 
152, Ray Lanham, 153, J. T. Ram- 
sel, 154, Bob Montgomery, 154, 

B. N. Hudson, 155, J. W. Doggett, 
155, M. D. Rhodes, 156, J. M. 
Cudd, 156, George Young, 156, 
H. Law, 157, A. D. Thelon, 158, 
J. L. Blackman, 159, H. E. Kes¬ 
wick, 159, 0. L. Davidson, 160 and 

C. H. Stanley, 160. 

First flight golfers are Fred 
Foster, 161, E. R. Munch, 161, 
Ray Bissell, 161, Bob Mitchum, 
162, Bob Gabbe, 164, H. H. Black, 

165, Ken Dunn, 165, W. J. Barr, 

166, Tom Dean, 166, W. C. Hen¬ 
derson, 167, L. E. Ferguson, 168, 
T. W. Tolar, 168, H. L. Cole, 168, 
R. H. Allmond, 169, Joe Morris, 
172, J. I. Pratt, 173, C. L. Bowl¬ 
ing, 174, E. G. Parham, 174, E. 

G. Harborne, 176, Sam Mills, 
176, F. E. Bennett, 178. 

These golfers have completed 
36 holes of play. 

After the first round of elim¬ 
ination play, the second flight 
winners to date are: E. V. Ells¬ 
worth, 2 and 1 over H. M. Toomer; 

F. D. Fox, 1 up over H. E. Kin¬ 
caid; C. Harrison, 3 and 2 over 

C. J. Low; J. P. Schoonover, 2 
up over I. E. Kennelly; C. D. 
Guthrie, 4 and 3 over H. T. Barr; 

D. E. Kemp, 2 up over A. L. 
Brumley; L. Jacobson, 2 and 1 
over W. L. Conley. 

In the third flight the results 
were: J. M. Wallace, 1 up over 

H. G. Booth; R. P. Cozad, 5 and 
4 over J. B. Van Ness; J. J. John¬ 
ston, 3 and 2 over J. M. Williams; 
W. A. Hunsacker, 1 up over R. 
C. Odom; H. Reagan, default over 
Sam Keith; A. C. Lotspeich, 4 
and 3 over C. Dixon; R. Harris, 
6 and 5 over E. F. Fiedler; L. E. 
Maxwell, default W. W. Foster. 

Fourth flight results were: E. 
C. Allison, 2 and 1 over G. R. 
Gordon; C. Wilkerson, 3 and 2 
ovfer W. L. J. Williams; A1 
Schafrick, 3 and 2 over W. O. 
.Sunafrank; W. F. Mathis, 1 up 
over Ben Johnson; D. H. Nolen, 


7 and 6 over S. W. Brown; W. P. 
Thorp, 1 up over W. R. Arendall; 
D. M. Anderson, 1 up over T. S. 
Love; Joe Sauerman, 3 and 2 
over E. G. Hill. 

Fifth flight winners to date 
are: G. W. Bernard, 3 and 1 over 
J. E. Massie; D. D. Bruss, 1 up 
over R. C. Ruddell; H. Penning¬ 
ton, 5 and 4 over George Wright; 
A. Watson, 3 and 2 over L. H. 
Allen; W. B. Bellamy, 5 and 4 
over Joe Martin; C. J. Johnson, 
4 and 3 over J. E. Milburn; W. 
D. Brannon, 5 and 4 over 0. D. 
Lively; F. A. Pieper, 7 and 5 over 
J. P. Nordin. 

Sixth flight winners were: C. 
A. Springer, 5 and 4 over A. F. 
Stern; H. G. Ray, 7 and 5 over 
W. Maxwell; F. B. Petty, 1 up 
over C. F. McClure; H. F. Houser, 
4 and 3 over M. P. Flynn; M. W. 
Cristman, 1 up over M. D. Myer; 
Bill Conley, default over W. J. 
McCoy; G. W. Jetton, 3 and 2 
over R. G. Compton; R. M. Sum- 
merhays, 3 and 2 over J. P. 
Crabb. 

Seventh flight winners are: C. 
J. Lane, 1 up over Gus Weber; 
M. W. Rogers, 2 up over R. E. 
Walkington; G. Elliot, 4 and 3 
over R. Pownder; W. C. Smith 
over Tom Croft; R. G. Freer, 2 
and 1 over R. Sperro; B. Wool- 
folk, 6 and 5 over R. M. Cunning¬ 
ham; R. L. Keller default over 
John Douglas. 

No matches were played last 
weekend but play will be resumed 
Saturday. 


Cats Ducats Available 
For League Playoffs 

If the Fort Worth Cats play in 
the Texas League playoffs this 
week, reserved seat tickets will 
be available at the CRA office. 

That was the announcement 
this week by Hank Wendorf, CRA 
president. The tickets will be for 
Sept. 10 and 11 when the games 
will be played at LaGrave Field. 

Tickets will sell for $1.25. 


Sept. 19 Set for 
Daingerfield Picnic 
At Mt. Pleasant 

The annual Convair Recreation 
Association picnic for Convair 
employees at the U. S. Navy- 
own e d Ordnance Aerophysics 
Laboratory at Daingerfield was 
announced this week for Sept. 19. 

Dave Cummings, CRA presi¬ 
dent, said 500 to 600 people are 
expected for the affair, which 
will be held in the city park at 
Mt. Pleasant. Affair begins at 
3 p.m. 

Gate prize will be something 
any Texan can use: a one-ton air 
conditioning unit. 

Families will bring their own 
picnic style lunches, but CRA 
will provide ice and soft drinks. 

CRA also will arrange old- 
fashioned picnic-type contests, 
and supply the prizes. 

Jacqueline Inman 
Takes Singles 

Jacqueline Inman copped the 
women's singles titles last week 
in the CRA plantwide tennis 
tournament. She defeated Jean- 
nine Jackson 6-3, 6-4. 

The tournament was due to 
wind up last weekend; but re¬ 
sults were not available at Con- 
vairiety press time. 

Slated to play for men’s singles 
title were Frank Caldarola and 
Walter Bradley. In men’s doubles, 
Caldarola and Sidney Marks were 
due to play the Phil Mahaffey- 
Bradley duo. 

Mixed doubles will get under 
way this week. 

Bradley, tennis commissioner, 
invited all Convair-Fort Worth 
tennis fans to watch the matches 
at the Forest Park Courts. Sched¬ 
ules of the remaining tourney 
matches may be obtained from 
him at ext. 7203. 

Black-White Photo 
Entries to Be Judged 
On September 13 

Black and white and color en¬ 
tries will be judged next Monday, 
Sept. 13, at the quarterly contest 
for the CRA camera activity. 

Entries will be submitted and 
judged at the meeting at the CRA 
Center. 

Subject matter is unrestricted 
and black and white photographs 
and color slides will be judged. 

Stan O r r i c k, commissioner, 
urged all camera activity mem¬ 
bers to submit their prints in 
the contest. 


of skis. 

Many of them are members of 
the Lake Worth Boat and Ski 
Club. About 90 per cent of the 
90 members are Convair em¬ 
ployees. 

One of them is Fred Carlile, 
photography lab supervisor, who 
took Convairiety staffers along 
for the ride to gather material 
and photos. 

His son Jimmy is one of the 
more ardent skiers, as are Bob 
Lynn from development, his bro¬ 
ther “Babe” Lynn, and Freddy 
Combs, wife of A1 Combs. Of 
course there are many, many 
more who delight in the sport. 

According to Carlile, they range 
in age from 10 on up. And they 
all love it. 

“Once you get the knack of 
skiing,” he said, “you don’t seem 
to want to stop . . . unless you 
break something.” 

The skiers stop at nothing. 
They take jumps at 35 mph. The 


jumps are six feet high and 20 
feet long. They’re kept waxed 
and watered and they’re pretty 
rugged if you don’t know what 
you’re doing. 

Some of the skiers try skiing 
on one ski. Or they make 360 
degree turns. Or they ski back¬ 
wards. 

They even have Slaloms for 
skiers. That’s a twisting, turn¬ 
ing course they follow—much 
like routes set up for snow skiers. 

There are several ski clubs in 
Fort Worth and many ardent 
Convair followers. Many of them 
are affiliated with the national 
organization known as National 
Water Skiing Association. 

“We’re always ready to try 
something new—as long as it’s 
safe and sane,” Carlile said. 
“What we’d like to try now is 
towing by air. But we haven’t 
found a sea plane yet to do the 
job.” 






























Page 8 


CONVAIRIETY 


September 8, 1954 



F-102s Spread Their Delta Wings Over Level Sands of Edwards AFB 


Y " x 


SjrJtfuTul 




DESERT SCENERY—Convair F-102s, built for Air Force, are much in evidence 
at Edwards Air Force Base on Mojave desert. Lower left are some of key Convair 
men there, left to right: J. J. Williams, field operations chief; C. E. (Buck) Hunter, 


administrator; V. L. Allwardt, flight project engineer; R. E. Steele, chief inspector; 
R. L. Johnson, chief test pilot; Phil Prophett, manager F-102 flight test operations. 
Center photo shows Test Pilot J. M. Fitzpatrick in cockpit. 


YC-131C Doing Well At FW 
In Hops to Test Engines 


Capt. Frank Slason Reports at SD 
As New BuAer Representative 


High performance and high al¬ 
titudes are marking flight after 
flight of the YC-131C turboprop 
transport in flight demonstration 
program at Convair Fort Worth. 

That's what B. A. Erickson, 
manager of flight, had to say 
this week about the Air Force's 
first twin engine turboprop. 

Newest report covers a ten- 
hour flight program authorized 
by the Air Force. This additional 
time will be used to further 
evaluate the Allison YT-56 power 
plants. 

On a record setting flight Aug. 
7, Erickson with Jim Margeson 
as co-pilot put the craft through 
some fancy paces and came up 
with top-notch performances. 

It was a warm day on the 
ground—temperature 93 degrees 
—but the YC-131C was soon in 


a cooler part of the world. Climb¬ 
ing at a rate of 3,000 feet a min¬ 
ute, the airplane soon reached 
39,000 feet where the mercury 
was 60 degrees below zero! 

During the two hour test flight 
Erickson cruised at 340 miles an 
hour but reached 450 in a limited 
dive speed demonstration. 



Tour of TY Station 
On Engineer Agenda 
For FW Gathering 

Colored TV is on the agenda 
for the Institute of Radio En¬ 
gineers members at their next 
meeting Sept. 17 in Fort Worth. 
That's what they'll see when they 
tour WBAP-TV station. 

It will be an organizational 
meeting with officers of the Dal- 
las-Fort Worth chapter present. 
Plans are being made to form a 
chapter in Fort Worth. 

Convair Fort Worth engineers 
who are committee vice chairmen 
are George Sumner, program 
committee, Hardy Walton Jr., ar¬ 
rangements, and H. T. Neher, 
special events. 

All Convair radio and electron¬ 
ics engineers interested in join¬ 
ing are urged to attend the meet¬ 
ing. Further information may be 
obtained from Walton at ext. 
6237. 


Capt. Frank K. Slason, USN, 
last week reported to San Diego 
as Bureau of Aeronautics repre¬ 
sentative for the U.S. Navy at 
Convair SD. 

Capt. Slason relieves Cdr. R. L. 
Smith, USN, who has been ‘act¬ 
ing BuAer representative since 
the departure of Capt. C. W. 
Stirling, USN, in June. 

A native of Staten Island, N.Y., 
Capt. Slason was graduated from 
the U.S. Naval Academy at 
Annapolis in 1935 and later earn¬ 
ed a Master of Science degree 
from Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. 

He became a Naval aviator in 
1938 and served aboard the USS 
Yorktown, USS Wasp and USS 
Rigel. Earlier sea duty included 
tours aboard the USS Antares 
and the USS Arkansas. 

Other assignments involved 
duty at the Aeronautical Engine 


Laboratory, Philadelphia, in the 
Power Plant Division, BuAer at 
Washington, at the Aeronautical 
Turbine Laboratory, Philadelphia, 
with the Naval Technical Mission 
to Europe and as executive offi¬ 
cer of the Overhaul and Repair 
Department of the Naval Air Sta¬ 
tion, Norfolk, Va. 

In 1952 he became superinten¬ 
dent of the Aeronautical Turbine 
Laboratory, Naval Air Turbine 
Test Station, Trenton, N.J. 

He was promoted to Captain 
in June, 1954. 

Club Camp Draws 146 
Convair Youngsters 

Two camp sessions during 
August drew 146 Convair SD 
youngsters to Camp Cuyamaca, 
according to Jack Carter, chair¬ 
man of the sponsoring Convair 
Management Club committee. 



























































White Lines and Speed Signs Stressed For Convair In-Plant Driving 



DRIVER'S EYE VIEW—Photos from behind the wheel of an auto inside Convair I 
Fort Worth reservation illustrate two of the most important in-plant practices for | 


safe driving. Drive at all times on the right side of the white line; and slow to 
10 miles an hour when rounding corner of a building. _ 
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Major Medical Will Start Oct. 4 
As More Than Enough Sign up 



EXERCISE—Tiny Pamela McMinn, daughter of Mrs. David A. 
McMinn, Dept. 4-1, Convair Fort Worth, gets special physical 
therapy work from Julia Page, one of trained staff in City-County 
polio ward. 

Burned Child's Parents Get Quick 
Aid From Con-Trib-Club Coffers 

“You can't measure in dollars the value of help given 
graciously—and quickly—when a family needs it. 

“But without the dollars, we couldn't give help . . ." 


More than the required number of Convair Fort Worth 
group insurance policyholders have elected to go into the 
new “major medical benefit expense" plan described in 
Convairiety, of Sept. 8. The plan will protect them in the 
event of a disaster. 


Pedestrian King 
Inside Convair 
FW Reservation 

The pedestrian is king at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth, whether he’s 
right or wrong. 

And that’s official company 
policy. 

Fred Temple, safety engineer¬ 
ing supervisor, issued that re¬ 
minder this week for the bene¬ 
fit of almost 1,000 vehicle drivers- 
on the reservation—and for the 
benefit of pedestrians. 

“ There is a lot more traffic in¬ 
side the reservation than a lot 


The auto speed limits on 
Grant’s Lane at Convair Fort 
Worth will be raised from 25 
to 35 miles an hour—as soon 
as signs can be obtained. 

August C. Esenwein, mana¬ 
ger, urged employees to ob¬ 
serve the new regulations in 
order that no further action 
will be necessary. 

He also reminded employees 
that with the new limit, cars 
should not follow as closely be¬ 
hind one another as they have 
at the lower speeds. At 35 
miles per hour, no car should 
be closer than three to four 
car-lengths to a car in front. 

“This,” he pointed out, “will 
serve to reduce rear-end colli¬ 
sions, our most frequent type 
of accident.” 


of people think,” he observed. 

He pointed out that these vehi¬ 
cles are used daily: 300 gasoline- 
driven vehicles, 79 motor scoot¬ 
ers, 541 bicycles, and 36 electric 
trucks. 

“And the drivers of all of them 
—all of the time—must keep a 
(Continued on Page 2) 


R. F. Stephens, material control 
assistant supervisor at Convair 
Fort Worth, really had a red face 
while vacationing in Florida. 

It wasn’t sunburn, though. 

Stephens made the mistake of 
putting his swimming trunks on 
wrong side out. He made the 

further mistake of trying to 

change them in the water. 

He lost his balance, his trunks 
and his dignity. 

Wife Dorothy came to the res¬ 
cue shortly afterward with an¬ 
other pair. 

* * * 

High performance on the B-36 
made a fighter pilot out of a 
bomber pilot recently. 

The scene was the Dayton Air 
Show where the GRB-36 made 

two passes each day over the 
hundreds of onlookers. 

After the F-84F was launched 
from the trapeze, pilot Ray Fitz¬ 
gerald put the RB-36 into a high 
performance pull-up. The an¬ 
nouncer on the public address 
system was so impressed he com¬ 
mented. 

“Well—looks like they have a 
fighter pilot on that B-36.” 

* * * 

A. F. Morris, Dept. 14 at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth, was almost be¬ 
lieving in ghosts last week. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


That was the comment last 
week of Milton A. Stewart, chair¬ 
man of the Emergency Aid Com¬ 
mittee of Convair Employees Con- 
Trib-Club, Inc. 

Stewart, without revealing the 
identities of the families, told of 
some recent cases in which Con¬ 
vair employees (through Con- 
Trib-Club and the Emergency Aid 
program) helped other employees 
who were in financial distress 
due to circumstances beyond 
their control. . . . 

There is a young Convair 
couple, for instance, with an 
eight-month-old baby. The young 
employee turned up the fire under 
a gas water heater to get water 
hot enough to wash dishes. 

The baby was splashing con¬ 
tentedly in about an inch of water 
in the bath tub. 

The bright and shiny water 
faucet attracted the infant’s eyes. 
An unsteady hand reached out to 

I it. 


But it reached the hot water 
handle instead. Scalding water 
poured over the infant’s body. 

“The baby was saved,” said 
Stewart, “but it was going to 
take 30 days in the hospital for 
skin grafting and other treat¬ 
ments. 

“And the family had just paid 
out their last dollar to complete 
payment of a $200 hospital bill 
on the mother. 

“They didn’t have a dime for 
the baby’s care except the em¬ 
ployee’s weekly pay check.” 

Friends took the employee to 
employee service section of per¬ 
sonnel department, from which 
the Emergency Aid program is 
administered. 

“In less than 24 hours,” Stew¬ 
art recalled, “Con-Trib-Club had 
a check for the employee to cover 
the hospital and medical bills— 
and Con-Trib-Club had saved a 
(Continued on Page 2) 


This means that the new bene¬ 
fits go into effect on Oct. 4, it 
was announced by August C. 
Esenwein, manager and Convair 
vice president. 

The overwhelming majority 
was announced only three days 
after supervision began present¬ 
ing the details of the plan to all 
employees. 

The Oct. 4 effective date means 
that participants will be eligible 
for benefits on such expenses in¬ 
curred on or after that date. 

It also means that the first 30- 
cent weekly premium will be de¬ 
ducted from paychecks received 
by hourly employees on Oct. 15. 
A 60-cent deduction (covering 
two weeks) will be made on flat 
salary paychecks of Oct. 22. 

For the period of the basic 
group insurance “holiday” (Con¬ 
vairiety Sept. 8), the 30-cent 
weekly premium will be all that 
employees pay. At end of the 
holiday, the regular premium 
payments, plus the 30 cents a 
week, will begin again for those 
participating. 

The new plan is known as a 
“major medical expense benefit 
plan,” and is designed to help 
employees who incur medical ex¬ 
penses which would be financially 
disastrous. 

For instance, if an employee 
uses up the maximum payable 
under the basic plan, he himself 
would then pay the next $100 of 
expenses. At that point, the new 
coverage would take over again. 
It would pay 75 per cent of ex¬ 
penses up to the maximum of 
$5,000. 

Pamphlets giving details are 
available in employee service sec¬ 
tion of personnel department. 

Convair Helps Back 
Amon Carter Field 

Convair Fort Worth stood solid¬ 
ly behind Fort Worth civic lead¬ 
ers at a Civil Aeronautics Board 
hearing in Washington, Sept. 15. 

Marion L. Hicks, assistant man¬ 
ager of Convair at Fort Worth, 
was a principal witness in Fort 
Worth’s effort to obtain im¬ 
proved airline service from Amon 
(Continued on Page 2) 


After * he first day of solicitation 
at Convair Daingerfield, 94 per cent 
of group insurance participants had 
signed up for "major medical." 

AF B-36s Win 
Safety Plaque 

Convair-built B-36s are the 
most accident-free aircraft flown 
by the Strategic Air Command. 

This was attested this month as 
Gen. Curtis LeMay, SAC com¬ 
mander, presented to Carswell 
Air Force Base at Fort Worth 
the semi-annual “flying safety 
plaque.” 

Air Force flight safety re¬ 
search people, who score for the 
award, considered for the com¬ 
petition all SAC bases which flew 
more than 6,000 hours in the pe¬ 
riod, January through June. 

Carswell’s Seventh and Eleventh 
Bomb Wings in the period turned 
in more than 24,000 hours of 
flight. 

LeMay stated that the award 
to Carswell is all the more sig¬ 
nificant for two reasons: much of 
the flying was in simulating 
global missions involving 24 
hours or more in the air without 
refueling; and it started and end¬ 
ed at Fort Worth, some of the 
busiest air in the nation. 

800 'M' Clubbers 
Hear Esenwein 

Convair is taking on comers in 
all fields of aircraft—and com¬ 
ing out on top. 

That was the unequivocal 
statement of August C. Esen¬ 
wein, Convair vice president and 
manager at Fort Worth, before 
approximately 800 members of 
the Convair Fort Worth Manage¬ 
ment Club in their monthly 
meeting at the Casino Sept. 15. 

As evidence, he cited the fact 
that Convair in the recent past 
has entered competition with 
other aircraft companies which 
are considered “specialists” in 
their fields—with Convair com¬ 
ing out the winner. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


i 





































Page 2 


CONVAIRIETY 


September 22, 1954 


Smk CntrieJ 


Service Emblems 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are due 
during the period Sept. 15 through 
Sept. 30: 

Fifteen-year: Dept. 6, P. S. Kleven. 
Ten-year: Dept. 8, E. M. Zahora. 
Dept. 11. L. N. Crittenden. Dept. 14, 


W. Brown. Dept. 



20, H. Biggs, G. Me- 

☆ ☆ 

P. S. Kleven of 
Convair Fort 
Worth who re¬ 
cently received his 
15 - y e a r service 
emblem. 

☆ ☆ 


FORT WORTH 

We wish to express our grateful ap¬ 
preciation for kindness shown during 
the death of my husband, James B. 
Smith. 

M. H. Smith, Dept. 7-0, and 
daughter, Mary Sue. 

♦ * * * 

Mrs. Miller and I wish to thank our 
many Convair friends for their every 
aid and thoughtfulness during my re¬ 
cent absence and illness. 

Marvin Miller Dept. 29. 

Lost & Found 


FORT WORTH 

FOUND—Masonic setting for man’s 
ring, found in Dept. 96. Owner may 
have ring by calling R. C. Wilson, ext. 
4135. 



mi. pi mmmmm m 



LAYING PLANS—Convair Fort Worth Management Club last week was making big plans for 
representation at NAF convention in Dayton, Ohio, this week. Left to right: Jack Dye, S. J. Mid¬ 
dleton, Wes Magnuson, Loyd Turner, George Symm, A. E. Northcott. In front: N. J. Johnson, Jack 
Brittain. 


Fort Worth Sends Nine Clubmen 
To National Foremen Conference 


Cutcheon. Dept. 22, K. P. Bogue. Dept. 
24, E. R. Muncy. Dept. 25, T. Gilmore. 

Dept. 29, A. D. Burton, W. L. Mor¬ 
gan. Dept. 31, A. F. Filip, D. B. Mea¬ 

dows, C. G. Osborne. Dept. 33, T. W. 
Tackett. Dept. 40, H. E. Cook, G. E. 
Lawhon, J. G. Loudermilk. Dept. 47, 
A. H. Dodgin. 

Dept. 48, R. E. Collins, W. H. Stai- 

ley. Dept. 50, W. J. Cantrell. Dept. 62, 

T. A. Fletcher, H. M. McKee. Dept. 63, 
C. E. Ballew, R. A. Miles. 

Dept. 64, O. L. Taylor. Dept. 65, 

C. E. Earp, L. W. Teague. Dept. 74, 

D. D. Laird. Dept. 76, A. R. Jennings, 
G. W. Parks. Dept. 82, C. Vacula. 
Dept. 91, P. H. Rodriguez. 

Dept. 92, C. L. Alford. Dept. 93, J. 
O. McCauley, W. Ray, L. R. Rodgers, 
W. W. Thompson. Dept. 94, O. C. East- 
wood, S. E. Glasscock. Dept. 95, W. L. 
Montgomery, F. A. Moore, C. A. Stev¬ 
ens, C. Watkins. 

Five-year: Dept. 4, W. K. Evatt, F. 

V. Solomon. Dept. 6 , S. Blum, G. E. 
Bobbitt, G. W. Bradfield, R. C. Chur¬ 
chill, L. L. Cross Jr., C. H. Croxton 
Jr., L. C. Crumrine Jr., J. W. Gil¬ 
bert, U. R. Hair, P. Hutchison, J. H. 
Ma'y, R.' H. Mylius, C. L. Seacord Jr., 

W. J. Zebrowski Jr. 

Dept. 11, H. O. Liskey Jr. Dept. 15, 
F. R. Goodwin, M. B. Tarwater. Dept. 
20, L. Moore, R. W. Pope, W. R. Sin¬ 
gleton. Dept. 22, J. T. Clement, B. 

Grable, C. Hatfield, R. M. Loper Jr. 

Dept. 24, H. V. Logan Jr. Dept. 25, 

R. V. Carroll, R. C. Deaver, W. G. 

Tyler. Dept. 26, A. E. Thompson. 

Dept. 27, L. R. Right, L. B. Pruitt. G. 
D. Ray, D. W. Willett, N. W. Willett. 
Dept. 30, E. E. Cover, C. C. Decker. ' 
Dept. 31, G. B. Saye. Dept. 47, R. 

C. Lee, D. E. Rhoads. Dept. 75, M. C. 
Burns, S. Gullino Jr., J. W. Mitchell. 
Dept. 81, R. W. Hedgpeth. Dept. 91, J. 
F. Pickering. Dept. 22, T. J. Pender¬ 
grass Jr. Dept. 93, H. W. Shawn. 
Dept. 96, K. McKinney, D. P. Polk. 
DAINGERFIELD 

Ten-year pin: Dept. 2, L. R. Stuart 
Jr. 

Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective July 22: 

Dept. 75, Electronics: to electronic 
equipment engineer, J. R. McKenzie. 

Dept. 91, Modernization: to assistant 
foreman, J. O. Hood. 

Dept. 92, Modernization: to assistant 
general foreman, E. Kardaras. 

Dept. 96, Special Modernization: to 
general foreman, C. R. Carter. 

Promotions effective September 2: 
Dept. 2, General: to long range plan¬ 
ning administrator, F. J. Halpenny. 

Dept. 3, Personnel: to health physics 
administrator, F. L. Paschal, Jr. 

Dept. 4, Material: to material liasion 
man, C. W. Bryan ; to buyer A, H. C. 
Davis, R. D. Micham ; to material con¬ 
trol assistant supervisor, R. D. Lanham. 

Dept. 6 , Engineering: to senior aero¬ 
dynamics group engineer, P. A. Audano, 
R. J. Patton ; to senior design engi¬ 
neer, D. D. Bruss; to senior aerodyn¬ 
amics engineer; J. M. Clark Jr.; to 
aerodynamics group engineer, R. E. 
Darling, G. C. Grogan, C. E. Neyland; 
to nuclear engineer, J. B. Dunlay ; to 
propect structure engineer, J. E. Hejl, 
F. A. Lindstrom, G. F. Main ; to project 
aerodynamics engineer, J. R. Johnson. 

Dept. 7, Manufacturing and Tooling 
Management; to development project 
liasion man, L. Van Zanten. 

Dept. 8 , Industrial Engineering: to 
manufacturing engineer A, B. Q. Greene, 
J. P. Wymer; to industrial engineer 
assistant supervisor, R. Mencke. 

Dept. 11, Contracts: to contract re¬ 
presentative, J. E. Duke Jr., C. C. Gar¬ 
ner, P. T. Gerrity, J. S. Levering, W. 
V. Gillette, C. A. Wall, D. W. Johnson ; 
to contract analyst B, L. E. Johnston ; 
to spares assistant supervisor, K. G. 
Neumen. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: to 
manufacturing control general foreman, 
C. L. Sales. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tooling analyst, 
J. D. Hutson ; to tool design assistant 
supervisor, E. A. Ragsdale, A. A. 
Shelly; to tool and operation plan as¬ 
sistant supervisor, F. P. Simpson. 

Dept. 74, Finishing: to foreman. J. 
A. Dreiling. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: to 
tool manufacturing assistant foreman, 
A. D. Miller. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: to tool manu¬ 
facturing assistant foreman, T. E. 
Lloyd. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees received Em¬ 
ployee Suggestion awards totaling $405 
for the period ending Sept. 3: 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: Benja- 
man P. Wingo. 

Dept. 29, Inspection-Modernization: H. 
C. Bruce. 

Dept. 48, Fuel and Oil Tank Sealing: 
T. H. Moore. 



TOURIST—R. F. Crabtree of 
Convair FW, who is retiring, this 
month, looks over some travel 
folders. 

Roy Crabtree 
Takes it Easy 

It’s going to be a life full of 
sunshine for Roy Crabtree from 
here on out. 

Not that it hasn't been before, 
because he's enjoyed his IIV 2 
years at Convair Fort Worth. But 
from now on he's going to do all 
the things he's been too busy to 
do in the past. 

There'll be lots of time spent 
with his family, time for golf and 
hunting and fishing. That’s be¬ 
cause he’s retiring Sept. 30. 

And then on Oct. 4, he and his 
wife are pulling up stakes and 
setting off for Chicago in their 
trailer home. 

“We're just going to follow the 
sun," said Crabtree, assistant 
supervisor in suggestion section 
of industrial engineering. 

Crabtree feels he's pretty lucky 
to be retiring while he's only 65 
years young. He says he wouldn't 
have been able to do it without 
savings bonds and the Convair 
retirement fund. 

Convair Helps Back 
Amon Carter Field 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Carter International Airport. 
Those efforts are being opposed 
by Dallas' Love Field supporters. 

Hicks told the board that be¬ 
tween January of 1953 and Au¬ 
gust of 1954 there were a total 
of 19,887 trips made by airline by 
Convair people, Air Force people 
associated with Convair business 
and other people doing business 
with Convair at Fort Worth. 

Two-thirds of this travel, he 
said, was in and out of Carter 
Field. Too much of it, in his opin¬ 
ion, required Fort Worth people 
to go to the inconvenience of 
going to Love Field in Dallas. 

He also stated that Convair's 
employment is now at approxi¬ 
mately 18,000, with a possibility 
of increasing. 

Hicks' testimony centered on 
need for more and improved air¬ 
line service for Fort Worth, espe¬ 
cially to cities in the northeast 
section of the nation. 


Nine Convair Fort Worth Man¬ 
agement Club members will rep¬ 
resent the club at the annual 
National Association of Foremen 
conference Sept. 22-24 in Cincin¬ 
nati. 

Official representatives will be 

FW Suggester 
Hits a Double 

“Little things mean a lot," say 
the words of a popular song. 

And they couldn’t be more 
right—when those “little things" 
turn into cash, as they do at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth consistently for 
employee suggestion winners. 

Take J. G. Pearce of Dept. 
25-3, for instance. He hit a 
double header in one week. Two 
of his ideas won him ES checks 
in one week. 

One idea was to use scrap air 
hose instead of new hose as a 
covering for safety cables on B- 
36 landing gear doors. 

His other idea was to eliminate 
a ring used as a connection for 
a safety hook on landing gear 
doors. He suggested taking off 
the ring and attaching the safety 
hook directly to a thimble. 

Pearce won two awards for 
his thoughts. 

“We have a lot of big cases 
too," said R. F. Crabtree, as¬ 
sistant supervisor of the sugges¬ 
tion plan section. “Only recently 
over $400 was paid in one week 
for suggestions." 

One of the big winners was 
T. H. Moore, Dept. 48. He recom¬ 
mended that only 18 of the 48 
angle bolts on SAM-SAC fuel 
tanks be removed. Formerly, all 
bolts were being taken out. Net 
result was man hours saved and 
money saved—not only for Con¬ 
vair but Moore as well. 

Eliminating a duplication of 
effort in inspection gave H. C. 
Bruce, Dept. 29, a whopping big 
award. He suggested that by 
attaching an Air Force form to 
a modernization accessory log, 
duplications would be eliminated. 

“There may be things you come 
in contact with every day that 
could be improved," said Crab¬ 
tree. 

“If you think you've got a 
good idea, all you have to do is 
fill out the suggestion," he said. 
“You may be a winner." 



BANK BOOST—J. G. Pearce 
of Dept. 25-3 at FW boosted his 
bank account recently when he 
struck a "double header" Em¬ 
ployee Suggestion. 


S. J. Middleton, Jack Dye, Arnold 
Northcott, Jack Brittain, Wes 
Magnuson and Newman Johnson. 

Cecil McClure, of the industrial 
engineering department conserva¬ 
tion section, will participate in a 
panel discussion of conservation. 

Also attending are Loyd L. 
Turner, Budge Lee and George 
Symm. They went to study con¬ 
vention methods to help them 
prepare for the NAF conference 
in Fort Worth in 1955. Magnuson 
is convention chairman, with 
Turner as co-chairman. Lee is f 
program chairman, Symm ar¬ 
rangements chairman. 

800 Club Members 
Hear FW Manager 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Among these were the fighter 
competition which Convair took 
with the F-102; supersonic 
bomber competition which Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth won with the 
B-58 design, missile contracts at 
Pomona, the sea plane competi¬ 
tion won by the R3Y, and the 
“nuclear energy-powered air¬ 
craft" development contract in 
work at Fort Worth, as well as 
others. 

This means, he pointed out, 
that Convair—as a designer and 
builder—begins to resemble a 
good executive—“a utility man 
who knows his way around in all 
fields of his work, as compared 
to a specialist whose viewpoint 
is confined to his own narrow 
little field." 

“And just as a good aircraft 
is an effective compromise 
among all the factors involved," 
he pointed out, “a good executive 
must be an effective compromise 
of all the talents required for 
his job." 

Two of the most important 
things for a man to do to get 
ahead in the aircraft industry— 
or on any job—were cited as 
these: 

“Doing today’s job well, while 
at the same time— 

“Planning (and improving 
himself) for the job ahead." 

Lack of executives, he said, is 
the nation’s most critical short¬ 
age. 

Jack Brittain, club president, 
introduced Esenwein. 

Pedestrian King For 
Convair FW Drivers 

(Continued from Page 1) 
close watch for pedestrians—for 
they have the right of way all 
the time—anywhere—on the re¬ 
servation," he emphasized. 

The speed limit, in general, as 
shown on signs most everywhere 
you look, is 20 miles per hour 
for that reason—to keep vehicles 
from running down pedestrians. 

In critical areas and spots, the 
limit is reduced to 10 miles an 
hour. 

“This isn’t just an arbitrary 
figure," said Temple. “In each 
case, there's a good reason for it. 
Either the traffic is exceptional¬ 
ly heavy—such as the pavement 
between the parts plant and the 
warehouses:—or there is a “blind 
spot"—a 'corner you can’t see 
around." 


(Continued from Page 1) 

He was sound asleep when his 
next door neighbor rushed to his 
home at three a.m. and said his 
house was haunted. 

Morris investigated. He and 
his neighbor checked inside and 
outside the house. Then they 
heard it . . . right behind them. 

They turned. And there was 
the ghost. 

It turned out to be the cat— 
with a tin lid from a can of glue 
stuck on its foot! 

* * * 

R. Q. Jennett of engineering is 
ready to give up his role of 
nursemaid to a litter of homeless 
kittens at Convair FW. Since he 
discovered them near the front 
door of the administration build¬ 
ing Jennett has been bringing 
them food daily. Anybody want 
a kitten? 


Burns Bring Quick 
Con-Trib-Club Help 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Convair parent from grief and 
worry." 

Then there was the recent case 
of an older man brought to the 
Emergency Aid committee by his 
foreman. His wife had gone to 
the hospital, where doctors dis¬ 
covered cancer. 

They advised a $500 X-ray 
therapy treatment. Only diffi¬ 
culty was that the employee had 
nothing like $500. The committee 
dug into the case—got the facts 
—then consulted with the doctor. 
The bill was reduced to $100, and 
CTC paid it. 

Another case concerned an em¬ 
ployee off work due to a heart 
condition. Emergency Aid com¬ 
mittee arranged for the family 
to obtain all state and city aid 
due them—about $150 a month— 
and supplied the family with 
enough money to enable their 
children to start school. 

“Convair employees' contribu¬ 
tions to Con-Trib-Club make this 
possible,"-Stewart emphasized. 

“And they may be assured that 
their money goes where it is 
needed—and where it is deserved. 
Through our contacts with Fam¬ 
ily Service Association, we make 
certain that this is so. 

“And there's no telling how 
many cases of ‘passing the hat' 
have been eliminated." 

The annual plant-wide drive for 
Con-Trib-Club memberships will 
be held the week of Oct. 4. 

Fort Worth a Good 
Bet for Air Show 

Though it's not official, Fort 
Worth apparently has been chosen 
for the National Aircraft Show 
in September of 1955, according 
to press reports from the show 
in Dayton this month. 

The final decision is up to 
officials in the Pentagon, but 
thinking at Dayton was that Fort 
Worth was all but a “lead pipe 
cinch." Six other cities which had 
been seeking the show were re¬ 
ported to have abandoned their 
efforts. The move apparently is 
in line with a new policy of mov¬ 
ing the show around the country 
to broaden audience participa¬ 
tion. 


★ Cmdametij ★ 
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San Diego. Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations. General Offices. San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 
































September 22, 1954 


CONVAIRIETY 


Page 3 



FORE AND AFT—Two views of all weather work stand, only one of its kind at San Diego. Parts facilities make it virtually self sufficient. It's located at ramp. 




Film that “takes a picture” — in effect — of radiation 
exposure encountered by Convair Fort Worth employees 
is now being processed dai ly in the medical section's 
health physics laboratory. 


“By studying the ‘picture/ ” ex¬ 
plains Dr. J. K. Leverett, “we can 
tell just how much radiation each 
employee has been exposed to, 
and over what period of time. 

“This way, we make certain 
that no one can possibly get a 
damaging amount of radiation.” 

Two principal ways of checking 
radiation have been used at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth since work be¬ 
gan with a nuclear reactor, look¬ 
ing toward a day when an air¬ 
plane may be powered with 
atomic energy. 

One way is to wear a “dosim¬ 
eter” (literally—dose meter be¬ 
cause it measures the amount of 
gamma rays from the reactor or 
other radioactive sources). The 
other is to wear a “film badge” 
—a badge inside of which are two 
special types of film sensitive to 
neutrons and beta-gamma rays 
from the reactor or other radio¬ 
active sources. 

Until recently, film badges 
were shipped every week to the 
Tracerlab Corp. at Boston or the 
Brookhaven National Laboratory 
on Long Island, N. Y., for read¬ 
ings. 

But now the reading is done 
right in the plant. If production 
employees just south of the 50- 
foot aisle on the mezzanine have 
been wondering what goes on in¬ 
side the dimly-lighted first aid 
station at col. 57-L, this is it. 

There Larry Warner, health 
physics technician, dims the lights 
to give him a better look at ex¬ 
posed film and dosimeters. He 
studies film through a microscope 
to count the number of times neu¬ 
trons have left “tracks” on it, 
and he measures the density of 
exposed film in a densitometer 
to obtain a reading on the amount 
of beta-gamma ray exposure 
which has been encountered. 

All film badges are issued 
from his tiny laboratory to all 
employees who work in the nu¬ 
clear area regularly, and to all 
others who may be going there 
for temporary work or a visit. 

Each badge is identified by 
X-ray exposure and dated. After 
a week, the badge is returned to 
Warner for measurement, and 


the employee is given another 
badge. 

Permanent records are made so 
that the health physics lab can 
tell in an instant exactly how 
much radiation has been encoun¬ 
tered by any employee. 


California to Return 
To Standard Time 

Convair employees in Califor¬ 
nia on Sunday, Sept. 26 will get 
back that hour of sleep they lost 
early this spring. That’s when 
the change over from Daylight 
to Standard time takes place. 
Just set your clock back one 
hour on. going to bed Sunday 
night and you’ll arrive at work 
on schedule. 


EQUALIZER—D. C. Jackson 
(six feet, three) works comfort¬ 
ably on R3Y wing, but so does 
R. R. Gulick (somewhat shorter) 
who has picked out an "elephant 
stand" that suits his purpose. 
Both are Dept. 45. 


A unique all weather dock is helping to speed work on 
R3Ys at the seaplane ramp at San Diego. 

The dock is virtually self sufficient and includes two 
stock cribs that contain almost all parts that may be re¬ 
quired. It is the only one of its kind at San Diego. 
Tradewind transports destined 


for rework or repairs are towed 
into the dock on their own 
cradles. Once inside, the dock 
clamps around the airplane mak¬ 
ing a snug enclosed area around 
the midsection of the fuselage 
and over the main wing area, 
leaving the nose, tail and wing 
tips protruding. 

“The dock has helped eliminate 
the possibilities of delay because 
of weather, and the close proxim¬ 
ity of parts has been a great con¬ 
venience,” S. J. Barinka, field 
operations superintendent, said. 

In service less than a year, the 
dock is a product of the thinking 
of field operations crews that 


LOOKING OVER SAM-SAC—Lt. Col. D. E. Sowle and Maj. D 
planes from Convair Fort Worth flight tower. They'll be at Conva 
ations as part of Air Force Institute of Technology program. 


E. McIntyre look over SAM-SAC 
ir FW for a year to learn oper- 


utilize it and plant engineering 
which built it. Although out¬ 
wardly it resembles the B-36 
docks once familiar to many San 
Diego employees, it is completely 
different. 

The dock is a permanent instal¬ 
lation attached to the existing 
concrete apron. Inside stairs on 
either side of the fuselage lead 
to a deck extending from the 
dock’s edge to the fuselage and 
about six feet below the lower 
wing edge. Men can work on cer¬ 
tain sections of the wing without 
stooping, while small stands ele¬ 
vate them to additional heights 
as needed. 

Plexiglas windows on one side 
allow light to filter in during the 
day and hinged flaps can be 
raised or lowered on the other 
side depending on the weather. 
Interior lights illuminate the 
working area at all times. 

In addition to the stock cribs, 
other supply points for rivets, 
bolts and other common items are 
maintained throughout the dock. 


SD Flight Engineer 
High Plane Bidder 

Convair San Diego’s Stinson 
Voyager Station Wagon is due 
to stay in the immediate Convair 
family, at least for the time be¬ 
ing. 

The four-place company plane 
was offered for sale to the high¬ 
est bidder Sept. 2 (Convairiety, 
Aug. 25, 1954). Jim Carson, a 
flight engineer in production 
flight department at San Diego, 
was the purchaser. 

Carson moved the Stinson from 
Lindbergh Field to Gillespie Field. 


Badge, Lost 4 Years, 
Found in Work Stand 

Missing for four years, a 
Dept. 50 identification badge 
belonging to R. H. Mylius was 
back in the fold this week. 

The badge was found by an¬ 
other employee, lodged in a 
work stand. The discovery 
brought Mylius (now of Dept. 
6-2) a $1 refund. 


With Own Parts Cribs, 
SD Dock Independent' 


Convair FW Now Equipped for 
Fast Check of Radiation Badges 



SAFETY SEQUENCE—Variety of gimmicks, loaded with film, record radiation 
to which Convair FW folk are subjected. At left, Larry Warner, technician in 
health physics laboratory, loads badges with special film which records any radia¬ 
tion there might be. In next photo, Warner uses a densitometer to study an 


exposed film; and in next picture are some of "atomic age" adornments, such as 
a dosimeter, which can be clipped to a pocket, a wristwatch-type film badge and 
a clip type. At far right, Warner is using a microscope to count number of neutron 
"tracks" on film used by employee working in nuclear area. 
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BACK FROM AIR SHOW—At left O. L. Whitaker, develop¬ 
ment field operations general foreman, checks off Dept. 64 men 
who were maintenance crew on GRB-36 at Dayton Air Show. 
At right are members of flight department crew that took part 


in second Dayton Ficon appearance. Left to right: J. A. Roger- 
son, R. E. Fisher, W. E. Denton, F. B. Petty, R. Fitzgerald, J. L. 
Blackmon. This was SRB-36's second appearance at national 
air meet. 


Valuable Training 
Courses Starting 

Blueprint reading, descriptive 
geometry, typing, shorthand—you 
name it, there's probably a course 
in it for you. 

Convair Fort Worth again this 
fall is offering a wide variety 
of training and supplementary 
courses designed to help Con¬ 
vair FW employees in their jobs. 

Lofting descriptive geometry 
classes started yesterday, but em¬ 
ployees may still sign up in the 
training section if they wish to 
take the course. They may also 
still enroll in the blueprint read¬ 
ing course now under way. 

Especially designed for girls 
are the typing and shorthand 
courses—both beginning and ad¬ 
vanced. Although some of these 
classes have already begun, em¬ 
ployees may still register. 

Technical courses ranging from 
basic metallurgy to vacuum tube 
characteristics will also be offer¬ 
ed if a minimum of 15 students 
enroll. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able from Jess Butts at ext. 5245 
or 5188. 

Variety of Courses 
Offered San Diego 

Several courses of general in¬ 
terest to Convair SD employees 
start this month under direction 
of the extension services of the 
University of California and San 
Diego State College. 

University of California exten¬ 
sion courses include: elements of 
production management; business 
communications; and public 
speaking for industrial applica¬ 
tion. 

A course in methods and stand¬ 
ards is being offered by State 
College's extension service. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able by calling the individual 
extension offices or Convair's 
training section, ext. 491, Plant 1. 

Six College Courses 
Offered FW Clubmen 

Six college level courses will be 
offered Convair Fort Worth 
Management club members at 
Texas Christian University this 
fall. 

They include these: grammar 
and composition, A and B; man¬ 
agement (work measurement); 
business and industrial mathe¬ 
matics; general psychology; and 
effective communications. 

The courses, sponsored by the 
club, are being co-ordinated in 
the plant by training section of 
personnel department. Further 
information may be obtained in 
the training section. 


Civil Air Patrol to 
See Action Sept. 25-26 

Convair SD employees were ex¬ 
tended an invitation to see the 
Civil Air Patrol in action Satur¬ 
day (Sept. 25) and Sunday dur¬ 
ing a simulated search mission 
originating at Gillespie Field. 

“We are expecting 500 CAP 
members and Cadets including 
some 12 or more Convair em¬ 
ployees to take part," said M/Sgt. 
Robert J. Kirby (Dept. 6). “The 
entire show is free to the public 
and we especially invite Convair." 


Convair Sends Sixteen Experts 
To Put GRB-36 Through Paces 


The Air Force's GRB-36 re¬ 
turned to Convair Fort Worth 
early this month after making 
like a star performer for the 
second year at the Dayton Air 
Show. 

On board the modified RB-36 
were 16 employees who helped 
keep the plane in tip-top shape 
on land as well as in the air. 

Piloted by Ray Fitzgerald, 
Convair flight captain, the plane 
made two passes over the field 
each day of the show. It flew 
past carrying the F-84F with 
Maj. C. E. Good at the controls, 
then flew by again to launch the 
jet fighter. 

Flight department crew on 
board was: J. A. Rogerson, R. E. 
Fisher, W. E. Denton, F. B. 
Petty and J. L. Blackmon. 

A vital part of the crew was a 


group from Dept. 64 headed by 
0. L. Whitaker, general foreman 
in development field operations. 
They did all maintenance work 
and helped keep the plane in top- 
notch condition. 

W. C. Argabright, L. A. Gar¬ 
rett, C. N. Gayler, C. M. Lee, 
J. 0. Osborne, W. H. Sprinkle, 
C. L. Stevenson, M. L. Brooks 
and E. D. Gant made up the 
maintenance crew. 

Also on board was a camera 
crew to make television tests. 
They were E. E. Eichholtz, Con¬ 
vair engineer; Fred Brown, RCA 
representative; Charles Foodim, 
from Norden Laboratory, and W. 
G. Lohmeyer from Fairchild 
Camera and Instrument Corp. 

Last year the GRB-36 made its 
first public appearance at the 
Dayton Air Show. 


Fabrication and Electronics Lead 
With Perfect Housekeeping Records 


Fabrication departments at both 
Plants 1 and 2 and electronics led 
the way during August in the 
Convair SD monthly housekeep¬ 
ing contest. All boasted perfect 
housekeeping records. 

It was the eighth straight per¬ 
fect month for the Plant 1 fabri¬ 
cation departments and the sec¬ 
ond time the same group from 
Plant 2 has broken into the win¬ 
ner's column. 

Electronics has won four firsts 
in the contest this year. 

Manufacturing control at Plant 
2 finished in second place and 


experimental placed third. 

Average violations per em¬ 
ployee remained at .020 through 
both July and August. 

Average Violation Per Employee 


Fabrication, Plant 1 
Fabrication, Plant 2 
Electronics 

Mfg. Control, Plant 2 
Experimental 
Plant Engineering 
Tool Mfg., Plant 1 
Mfg. Control, Plant 1 
Material 

F-102 Major & Final 
340 Major & Final 
T-29 Final 
R3Y Major & Final 
T-29 Primary & Major 
Field Operations 
Tool Mfg., Plant 2 


Aug. 

July 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.014 

.003 

.003 

.008 

.010 

.008 

.006 

.010 

.002 

.010 

.021 

.014 

.000 

.015 

.079 

.016 

.012 

.018 

.002 

.031 

.051 

.051 

.029 

.060 

.047 

.063 

.047 


There's a Limit to Professional 
Friendship, FW Engineers Find 


Two Convair Fort Worth 
engineers were impressed with 
Boeing Airplane Co. hospitality 
recently—but before they left 
the Seattle, Wash., plant, they 
had begun to wonder. 

After conferring with Boeing 
engineers, Jack Samuelson and 
Stuart Smith were directed to 
a vehicle which was to take 
them to their hotel. 

They climbed aboard the 
company bus, joining a number 
of Boeing employees. 

They waited until the bus 
was full. As the driver pre¬ 
pared to pull out, he turned to 
the bus load and asked: 

“Is there anyone here who 
isn't scheduled to give blood?” 


FW Portrait Painter 
Scores Third Year 

For the third straight year, 
Floyd Clark, Convair Fort Worth 
Dept. 76 clerk, has captured top 
honors in portrait painting com¬ 
petition. 

His oil portrait of a young 
model won first place honors in 
the arts and craft division of the 
North Central Fair and Rodeo 
which is held annually in Cle¬ 
burne, Tex. 

His other first prize winners 
were “The Good and Evil in 
Man," 1952 winner. And “Damon 
and Pythias," 1953 winners. 


Then they found out they had 
got themselves mixed up with 
a bus load of blood donors. 
They should have got aboard a 
station wagon instead. 


Two AF Squadrons 
Now Flying C-131As 

Two Air Force squadrons of 
the Military Air Transport Com¬ 
mand are now fully equipped 
with C-131A “Flying Samaritan" 
air evacuation transports. 

One squadron is operating the 
Convair-built transports from 
Brooks Air Force Base, Texas, 
and the other from Travis Air 
Force Base, Calif. They are both 
under the command of the 1706th 
Air Transport Group with head¬ 
quarters at Brooks. 

Additional squadrons will be 
equipped with the new airplanes 
as they are completed at Convair 
SD. 


Coleman Appears 
On Sullivan Show 

Convair's J. F. “Skeets" Cole¬ 
man, test pilot for the Navy 
XFY-1 vertical take-off fighter, 
was among the guests on a nation¬ 
wide television broadcast Sun¬ 
day, Sept. 19. 

Coleman and a model of the 
XFY-1 appeared with Ed Sullivan 
and his “Toast of the Town" tele¬ 
cast from New York during ob¬ 
servance of an all-Navy show. 

Coleman is regarded as the 
first man to fly a vertical take¬ 
off airplane. He holds a lieuten¬ 
ant colonel's commission in the 
Marine Air Corps. 


Hurricane Fails to 
Hurt Convair-Liners 

Hurricane “Carol" which wreck¬ 
ed the East Coast early this 
month with winds up to 100 
miles-per-hour failed to budge 
Convair-Liners exposed to the 
storm at American Airlines' Bos¬ 
ton installation. 

“Flagship News," American's 
newspaper carried pictures in a 
recent issue which showed the 
Convair-Liners withstanding the 
violent storm on an apron at the 
airport. Nearby was an auto¬ 
mobile tossed by the storm into a 
breakwater. 



MILESTONE—Convair's "Hying Dutchman" was honored with a 
cake recently, but it wasn't tor his birthday. Gerald J. "Gerry" 
Bax, service engineer at SD, was celebrating his admittance to U.S. 
citizenship. With him is Larry Bordelon. Bax, long-time Dutch pilot 
and member of the wartime underground in the Netherlands, flew 
I for KLM before coming to the U.S. and joining Convair. 


KLM Convair 
Passes 10,000 
Hour Mark 

A chatty report this week from 
Amsterdam, authored by Mel 
Clause, Convair SD field service 
engineer, offers a number of in¬ 
sights into the European scene 
both serious and not so serious. 

(Clause, incidentally, soon will 
shift his headquarters to Rome 
and, with Ted Laven, who re¬ 
mains in Amsterdam, thenceforth 
will have Europe pretty much to 
themselves, Convairwise. Ed 
Griffin, until recently stationed 
at Rome, is now in Australia and 
due home in a month or so. Mark 
Addis, after a tour in Saudi 
Arabia and a month at Amster¬ 
dam, was due back in San Diego 
last week.) 

Clause reports: 

* * * 

While awaiting the arrival of 
a KLM super-connie at Amster¬ 
dam, “the Convair representative 
nervously fingered his ten-year 
pin for a few confused moments 
when the Douglas representative, 
Lee Posley, explained he was 
there to meet Mr. Lanphier." 

All was clarified when it turned 
out to be James Lanphier of New 
York, a brother of Convair's vice 
president and assistant to the 
president, Tom Lanphier. 

* * * 

“On July 24, ‘Rembrandt,' 
otherwise known as KLM's CV240 
PH-CEB, celebrated its 10,000th 
hour anniversary, the first of the 
KLM family to achieve this mark. 
‘Rembrandt' rested quietly in his 
favorite hangar with a garland 
of Dutch flowers on his nose. . ." 


There was quite a ceremony, 
with a number of distinguished 
speakers who recalled the early 



"CITy ROOM"—Mcl Clause, 
at typewriter, and Mark Addis, 
service engineers, prepare report 
from Amsterdam of "EurOPPO- 
ean" Journal. 

studies that led to selection of 
the Convair airplane over com¬ 
petitors, topped off by the read¬ 
ing of a cable of congratulations 
from President McNarney of Con¬ 
vair. 

* * * 

“Mark Addis, professional pere- 
grinator, arrived from Jedda late 
in July. . . . His month in Arabia 
drastically affected his configura¬ 
tion. With the temptations of 
European cuisine, he has embark¬ 
ed on a gross weight modification 
program.'*' 

* * * 

The Finnish Air Lines engine 

overhaul shops at Orivesi on the 

shores of a lovely lake amid pine 
and birch trees, is being shifted 
to the new Helsinki airport. On 
a recent visit, Clause trolled over 
the lake with a Mr. Kaustinen, 
congenial superintendent of the 
engine shop, “during the long 
Saturday afternoon twilight" 
while the “lap of water on the 
high prow and the soft splash of 
oars made a soothing rhythm." 

There were no bites, but when 
the lines were pulled in “two 
small and weary fish were found. 
Too small to make their presence 
known, they had been taken on 
an enforced tour to and fro about 
the lake." 

* * * 

VickersrArmstrong Service 
School Lecture Notes for the Vis¬ 
count airplane offer an “interest¬ 
ing" comparison with the train¬ 
ing curriculum of the Convair 
Service School. 

“Some translation problems 
have been encountered, however, 
the intriguing possibilities sug¬ 
gested by retracting the chassis 
and entering the saloon more 
I than compensate." 
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UNDER WATER—Convair San Diego divers do well beneath surface. Top left 
is Convair son Jeff Freiheit, I I, with lobster; top center shows Tommy Thomas of 
Dept. 25 at 30 feet, "fishing"; while at top right Jean Malthaner of Dept. 6 pops 
lobsters into pot on Mexican field trip as young Jeff and CRA Commissioner Bob 


Hutson supervise. Lower pictures, left to right: Bob Goodenough pokes for 
abalone; George Zorrilla (Dept. 6) shows off sharks; Bob Sinnott (Dept. 4), Don 
Smith (now of Palmdale) and Lee Dyer pose; Scotty Smith Jr., 5, demonstrates 
diving gear. 


Fins Help SD Swimmers 
Get Out of This World' 

The Convair contingent that goes down to the sea in 
swim fins at San Diego ha s grown from a handful to 
nearly 100. 


Ignorins His Handicap, Convair Pomona Engineer 
Carves Out a Normal Life of Work and Hobbies 



INDOMITABLE—Despite handicaps (stricken by polio at age 4), 
Paul Jackson of Convair Pomona has come a long way. A master's 
degree at Cal Tech is among his accomplishments. He is shown 
with his mother, Mrs. Beulah Jackson (also of Convair Pomona), 
looking over color slides. Photography is one of their many hobbies. 
—Herb Keller photo. 


The growth of the Delta Divers 
organization is in keeping with 
the national trend that reflects 
more and more who do their fish¬ 
ing from below the surface. 

But it isn’t entirely the fishing 
—and the abalone and lobsters— 
that attract the Convair swim¬ 
mers. 

“It’s an entirely different 
world,” Bob Hutson, CRA com¬ 
missioner at SD, declares. “The 
utter quiet is broken only by the 
thump of your heart, or the hiss 
of air from your breathing ap¬ 
paratus. Some of the scenery is 
beyond description. And there is 
a delightful sense of freedom. 
You can act like a bird, if you 
wish, do loops and barrel rolls 
just for the heck of it. . . . ” 

The Convair group—of which 
about ten are boys between the 
ages of 11 and 16—include about 
30 that own their own under¬ 
water, self-contained breathing 
apparatus. The others are novices, 
or are content to operate at shal¬ 
lower depths with fins and face 
mask alone. Usually they congre¬ 
gate in the La Jolla area and the 
quarry varies with the season. 
Aside from the favorites of lob¬ 
ster and abalone, such fish as 
calico bass, opal eye, perch, hali¬ 
but, sea trout and corbina have 
fallen to their spears. And then 
there’s shark and bat rays for 
sport. 

“This isn’t without danger,” 
Hutson cautioned. “First of all, 
the sport requires a strong swim¬ 
mer in good condition. Beyond 
that, he needs to be careful. 
Cramps are an ever present 
threat and I’ve a few white hairs 
of my own that I can trace to 
being tangled in the kelp. Severe 
rock cuts are common, if you 
aren’t careful. ...” 

A club rule is that every swim¬ 
mer must have “flotation gear,” 
usually an inflated inner tube 
that stays on the surface, at¬ 
tached to the swimmer below by 
a long nylon cord. With a web¬ 
bing arrangement in the center, 
this makes a good place to de¬ 
posit abalone, as well as serving 
in an emergency. 

The simplest standard equip¬ 


ment consists of a face mask (a 
good one costs about $6), swim 
fins ($8 and up), a “schnorkel” 
for breathing at the surface while 
looking down into the water 
($2.50), a fishing license ($3), 
canvas gloves, a knife and a tire 
iron. The iron is good for abalone 
but for not much else. For fish 
you need a spear. A simple one, 
elastic propelled, can be had for 
about $4. 

But from there on it’s a ques¬ 
tion of how much money you 
want to spend. If you want 
breathing apparatus, that’s about 
$150; and there’s fancy under¬ 
water “guns” that can be bought 
for $60 or $70; and you will need 
clothing, too, both summer and 
winter, for it gets mighty chilly 
away down there. A surplus gov¬ 
ernment “frog man” suit is a 
good investment here. 

“But it really isn’t necessary 
to spend a lot of money in order 
to have a grand time under the 
water,” Hutson continued. “Just 
swim fins and a face mask will 
really take you ‘out of this 
world.’ ” 


AIR CLASS OFFERED 

A course in “The Science of 
Aviation” will be offered this 
semester at California Western 
University in San Diego. Regis¬ 
tration may be made at the Uni¬ 
versity with classes scheduled to 
open today (Sept. 22). 


Convair Pomona’s Paul Jackson 
and his mother, Mrs. Beulah 
Jackson, (both Dept. 6) may not 
be the only mother and son team 
working at Convair, but they are 
probably the most remarkable. 

For Paul, stricken with polio 
when four years of age, has ac¬ 
quired a master’s degree in aero¬ 
dynamics—incidentally, with an 
outstanding scholastic record—in 
spite of his inability to walk and 
many other handicaps, and his 
mother has been his constant 
companion, assisting him in many 
ways. 

“She served as my ‘legs’ in 
college, and she still assists me 
in getting to and from work,” 
Paul said. “Also, we have many 
interests in common, and we 
spend much of our spare time to¬ 
gether. We are particularly in¬ 
terested in photography and in 
our collection of phonograph re¬ 
cords, and we- enjoy attending 
concerts, plays, shows—and eat¬ 
ing in good restaurants.*’ 

In spite of his handicaps, Paul 
is usually the more active of the 
two in pursuing hobbies. He was 
elected this month to the presi¬ 
dency of the CRA Camera Club 
at Pomona and one of his pic¬ 
tures won third prize in the 
plantwide snapshot contest con¬ 
ducted last spring by the club. 

“Paul takes his photography 
seriously, while I just aim a box 
camera and shoot,” Mrs. Jackson 
said. 


could pass more easily as Paul’s 
sister than his mother. She is 
youthful in both appearance and 
outlook, mixes readily with Paul’s 
friends—they call her “Budo,” a 
childhood version of Beulah—and 
she considers Paul’s college days 
as best of her life. 

“When we moved from our 
hometown (Hoisington, Kan.) to 
Lawrence so Paul could attend 
the University of Kansas, I wore 
bobby sox and skirts and literally 
became a college girl,” she said. 

Mrs. Jackson enrolled in only 
one course during Paul’s five 
years of college, but she attended 
practically all of his classes. 

“I didn’t learn enough to be¬ 
come an engineer, but I learned 
enough to speak their language,” 
she said. 

In addition to his inability to 
walk, Paul had many obstacles to 
overcome in completing college. 
He was unable to stand at draft¬ 
ing tables, until someone built a 
special platform for him to use, 
and he entered college just as 
veterans started returning to 
school after World War II. 

“Enrollment jumped from a 


normal of 4,500 to over 10,000 
during my freshman year, and 
competition was really stiff. 
Classrooms were crowded, and 
widely separated. One of my 
greatest problems was getting 
from one class to another on 
time. My first two years I fre¬ 
quently would have to travel from 
one corner of the 400 acre cam¬ 
pus to the other, all in 10 min¬ 
utes. With ‘Budo’s’ help we al¬ 
ways made it;, despite the stairs.” 

Paul graduated in 1949 as the 
12th ranking student in a class 
of 520 engineers, and was the top 
ranking student in aeronautical 
engineering. But almost as im¬ 
portant as his degree was a $1200 
Tau Beta Pi fellowship he was 
awarded. This enabled him to 
enter the Graduate School at 
California Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy at Pasadena that fall. A 
year later he received his mas¬ 
ter’s degree in aerodynamics, and 
he remained at Cal Tech for two 
years thereafter as a research 
engineer in the school’s nationally 
known Hypersonic wind tunnel. 
He joined Convair in 1952 as an 
aerodynamics engineer. 



"Just as I suspected ... a flat tire." 
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Soft or Low, Fast or Slow, CRA Musicians Make Pretty Music During Band Rehearsals 


They make mighty pretty music at CRA band rehearsals . . . they make it sweet 
and soft ... or fast and crazy . . . they follow the notes ... or "jam" . . . but 
it sounds good . . . There's Frank Gray on the drums . . . and Frank Chaddock, 


Carsell Bates and Paul Vineberg on trumpets . . . Marshall Razo takes care of the 
bass . . . Many play with local bands . . . many have played with named bands 
. . . But they all like to keep in practice . . . making their music. . . 


Gardner Hinkley slips the trombone . . . Bob Gabbe, Pete Hills and W. M. on the piano ... But no matter what they play they all play real music . . . 

Calvert fill in with sax and clarinets . . . while Pete Peterson keeps things going Group's open to anyone ... if you play, join them on Thursday nights. 


Calling All Fans! 

Veteran Radio Engineer Will 
Conduct Course for CRA Hams 


Calling all radio fans! 

Here’s your chance to learn all 
about code and theory from an 
instructor with 15 years exper¬ 
ience. He’s C. H. Gable and is 
a field engineer for Western 
Electric Co. at Convair-Fort 
Worth. 

Gable is opening his class to 
Convair employees tonight at the 
CRA Center. 

The class will consist of one 
hour of theory and one hour of 
code and will run for ten weeks. 


According to CRA radio com¬ 
missioner Larry Brandvig, any¬ 
one taking the course should be 
qualified to take the Federal 
Communications Commission test 
for a general amateur license. 

Officers of the radio activity 
are Dean, president, A. M. Powell, 
vice president, Ralph Samples, 
secretary and Bill Frizell, station 
trustee. 

Employees interested in the 
code and theory class may join 
the group at 8 p.m. tonight at 
the CRA Center. 


CRA Activities — Fun for All! 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND— G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Britain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3159. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. Play each Friday, CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES — 
J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 4283. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. Rehearsals under way for “My 
Dear Children.” Wing and Masque month¬ 
ly meeting 8 p.m. Sept. 23, CRA Playhouse. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. Ice skating every night 
ice is in Coliseum. Class instruction 7 to 
8 p.m. every Tuesday. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawlcy, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE— R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, 
commissioner, ext. 5138. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 


RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Sept. 29, Oct. 6 club meeting 
and code ana theory class, 8 p.m. CRA 
Center. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA of¬ 
fice, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING — Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
roups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tues- 
ays at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Regular play Sept. 30, 
Central YMCA, Sept. 28, Oct. 3, CRA 
Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradlev. commissioner, 
ext. 7203. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. each 
Monday, Ernest Parker Jr. High . 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lilting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 
Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonheira, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 380. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
ext. 377. 


Three in CRA to 
Give Course 
In Broadcasting 

Three Convair-Fort Worth en¬ 
gineers active in CRA activities 
will help out at Texas Wesleyan 
College this fall with a course 
entitled “Introduction to Broad¬ 
casting.” 

Everett Morris will teach the 
course, Gene Eichholtz will do 
the photography and W. H. Shell 
will assist as recording engineer 
for the class project. 

Morris’ plan is to make at least 
one short film using student tal¬ 
ent. The idea of the course is 
to give students training and 
workshop-type experience in 
speech and acting for the micro¬ 
phone and camera. Technics for 
radio, television and films will 
also be covered. 

Morris is executive director of 
the Cine-Guild Players, a non¬ 
professional film-making group; 
a director of CRA’s Wing and 
Masque and a member of the 
Fort Worth Theatre Council. 

Eichholtz has studied film- 
making technic in major studios 
in Hollywood. Shell has had sev¬ 
eral years experience in record¬ 
ing and broadcasting. 

The first class was held Sept. 
18, but enrolments will be ac¬ 
cepted until Sept. 25. 

Wheatley and Friends 
Catch 1 ( 650 Pounds— 
Have to Rent Trailer 

L. H. Wheatley, Dept. 81 at 
Convair-Fort Worth, returned 
from a fishing trip last week 
with a near-record catch—so big, 
in fact, that he had to rent an 
extra trailer to bring the fish 
home! 

Wheatley, his son Billy Harold 
and 11 of their friends in the 
Waxahachie area drove to Free¬ 
port area on the Gulf. 

Between them all, they caught 
a total of 1,650 pounds of fish, 
almost all of it red snapper, but 
including one 25-pound ling. 

And all this was caught in less 
than two hours! 


Chewing Shoe Pays Off — 

Picture of Baby Takes First in 
CRA Quarterly Camera Contest 


Walt Klegka’s appealing pic¬ 
ture of a baby won the first prize 
in the black and white division 
of the recent CRA quarterly cam¬ 
era club contest. 

Taking first prize in the color 
slide division was A. J. Murray 
with a picture entitled “Old 
Friends.” 

Other winners in the black and 
white photos were A. M. Mor¬ 
rison, Stan Shannon, Jr., Marie 
Orrick and A. J. Hoel. Color 
slide winners were V. M. Davis, 


A. M. Morrison, Winifred Sea¬ 
men, John Douglas and Joyce 
Hendry. 

Miles Rogers, chairman of the 
group, reported that 46 entries 
were received in the color divi¬ 
sion and 25 in the black and 
white section. 

Judges for the contest were 
C. A. Taylor and Bob Abey, local 
commercial photographers, and 
Jack L. Ripper, public relations 
department, Mid-Continent Sup¬ 
ply Co. 



REALLY—That's what Walt Klegka calls his picture of little baby 
that won first prize in black and white division of recent quarterly 
camera contest. Evidently baby captured the judges' eye. 
























September 22, 1954 


CONVAIRIETY 


Page 7 






CRA Horseshoe 
Tournament Set 
For Sept. 25 

There’s a lot of washer pitch¬ 
ing practice going on during 
lunch-time these days. And prob¬ 
ably two of the more enthusiastic 
pitchers are 0. P. Brown and 
Wesley Gowins. 

They’re boning up for the big 
CRA washer pitching tournament 
that will be held at 1:30 p.m. 
Sept. 25 at the CRA Center. 

Brown, who is defending champ¬ 
ion, will try to retain his throne 
under stiff competition from Gow¬ 
ins. Gowins has held the crown 
for five years but was nosed out 
last year. 

During the singles tournament, 
each contestant will pitch eight 
games against different oppon¬ 
ents established by progressive 
score system. 

Hugh Pennington, commis¬ 
sioner, said that approximately 
20 prizes will be awarded. In 
addition, the winner of this tour¬ 
nament will qualify for a chance 
at the washer crown at a later 
date. 

He invited all Convair washer 
pitchers to attend the event. 

Crazy, Mixed-Up 
Bridge Planned 

You too can be a crazy mixed- 
up kid! All you have to do is 
join the CRA bridge group at 
their second annual “Screwball 
Night.” 

A good time is guaranteed 
since everyone wins a prize. 
You’ll get prizes for such bridge 
faux pas as trumping your part¬ 
ner’s ace or taking a trick with 
a deuce. 

People who happen to play a 
sane game of bridge—or expect 
to—had best stay away since 
Friday night, Sept. 24, is re¬ 
served strictly for the ones who 
want to enjoy themselves in the 
wildest way. 

There’ll be refreshments for all 
and a crazy evening of fun start¬ 
ing at 8 p.m. 

Wendell Eldred, CRA bridge 
commissioner, invited any and all 
Convair folk to come on out for 
the evening. Even, he said, if 
you’ve never played bridge in 
your life. 

Daingerfield Ends 
'54 Softball Play 

Convair-Daingerfield completed 
its first and a highly successful 
softball season this year with a 
four win record in seven sched¬ 
uled games. This put them in a 
three-way tie for the league third 
place. 

Gene Wynn, shortstop, led the 
loop in hitting with a .611 aver¬ 
age for the season. 

The activity was organized 
early this spring by Marlon 
Trimble, team manager, and By¬ 
ron Lawrence, commissioner. 

Team members are: H. M. Ir¬ 
win, R. B. Lawrence, J. Mason, D. 
Glover, B. J. Byrd, B. Hatt, J. A. 
Martin, J. Luther, E. R. Wilson, 
B. Talk, R. J. Volluz, J. Wolfe, 
E. A. Cook, J. Gammill, F. C. 
Russell, C. E. Lake, J. Y. Mc¬ 
Daniel, J. Baker, R. Henry, Trim¬ 
ble and Wynn. 

CRA Lauded in Time 
Magazine Sept. 13 

Convair Recreation Association 
got a pat on the back this month 
—nationally—in the Sept. 13 is¬ 
sue of Time magazine. An ar¬ 
ticle calls CRA one of the “na¬ 
tion’s highly successful employee- 
recreation groups.” 

Information in the article was 
obtained by a Life staffer on a 
visit arranged by Convair-Fort 
Worth Division and Fort Worth 
Convair Recreation Association 
officers and business manager. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


LEARNING HOW—Pretty Jane Zeiser, left, shows Willis Brink- 
ley and daughter Gayle the fundamentals of ice skating as wife 
Bobbie looks on. Classes are now under way. 


150 Color Slides Entered in CRA 
Contest; Judging to Be Sept. 27 


Approximately 150 color slides will be judged Monday, 
Sept. 27, at the regular meeting of the CRA camera ac- 
---: tivity. 


Model Plane Fans 
Bring Prizes In 

Three Convair-Fort Worth 
model airplane fans came home 
from the recent Southwestern 
Model Championship with a good 
majority of the trophies. They 
copped eight of them in one of 
the biggest model airplane events 
in the United States. 

The meet was held Sept. 4 and 
5 in Dallas and was sponsored 
by the East Dallas Exchange 
Club. 

Ronnie Scott, son of E. E. 
Scott, won firsts in both A and 
B speed and seconds in C speed, 
V 2 A speed and team racing. 

Jack Elrod won a third in open 
ruber power, and R. J. Heist, CRA 
model airplane commissioner, won 
a first in open team race and 
third in open class A-B payload. 

Approximately 400 participated 
in the two-day event. 


Caldarola Wins New 
Net Championship 

Frank Caldarola is Convair- 
Fort Worth’s new tennis champ. 
He downed Walter Bradley, CRA 
tennis commissioner, to take the 
title with scores of 6-3, 6-4. 

In the mixed doubles division, 
Jacqueline Inman and Bradley 
teamed to down the Francis Hor- 
ner-Jeannine Jackson duo, 6-4, 
6-4. 

Men’s doubles has not been 
played, but the match will be 
held at a later date. Bradley and 
Phil Mahaffey and Caldarola and 
Sidney Marks will play for the 
title. 


They’re slides that have been 
entered by Convair-Fort Worth 
employees in the big plant-wide 
CRA Camera Contest. Vacations 
were the theme. 

Stan Orrick, commissioner, in¬ 
vited all contestants and inter¬ 
ested employees to attend the 
meeting. 

Orrick also announced that all 
slides will be returned the next 
day at the CRA office. None 
will be returned that night. 

Prizes for the contest are a 
slide projector, slide screen, light 
meter, slide file and 14 sub¬ 
scriptions to Photography Maga¬ 
zine. 

CRA Ice Skating 
Classes Open 

Now’s the time to cool off and 
learn something about ice skating 
at the same time. CRA is spon¬ 
soring ice skating classes for 
Convair-Fort Worth employees 
and members of their families. 
Jane Zeiser, who directs the CRA 
ice shows every year, is the in¬ 
structor. 

It will cost between 50 cents 
and a dollar per hour, depending 
on the number of people in the 
class. 

Private figure skating lessons 
are also available by appointment. 
Price for these is $3 per half 
hour. Registrations will be taken 
by Miss Zeiser at SU-4798. 

Employees interested in the in¬ 
struction classes may join the 
group meeting from 7 to 8 p.m. 
each Tuesday at Will Rogers 
Coliseum. 

Ice skating tickets may be pur¬ 
chased at the CRA office for $1. 
They entitle the holder of the 
card to skate any night ice is in 
the coliseum. 


CHAMP—O. P. Brown gets good luck handshake from Hugh 
Pennington, washer commissioner. Brown will defend his singles 
title Saturday at CRA Center. 


TOP MEN—John Jay Hopkins, center, president and chairman 
of the board of General Dynamics Corporation of which Convair 
is a division, presents magnificent Canada Cup (valued at $5,000) 
to Kel Nagle and Peter Thompson of Australia who defeated top 
notch golf teams from leading nations to win this year's international 
matches. Sam Snead and Jimmy Demaret carried U. S. colors. 
Event was 72 holes medal play over Laval-sur-le-Lac course at Mon¬ 
treal, sponsored by International Golf Association of which Hopkins 
is president and founder. 


Hoera, Samuelson Tic for First 
In Plant-wide Golf Tournament 

Carl Hoera and Jack Samuelson are tied for first place 
in the big CRA plantwide golf tournament with 230. Com¬ 
plete results of championship flight were not available 


at Convairiety press time. 

A. J. Baskin is in second place 
with a 231. Other scores are Ray 
Lanham, 232; E. Burner, J.^T. 
Ramsel, L. H. Armstrong with 
233; Bob Montgomery 234; J. T. 
Tyler, George Young 235; W. 
Waddle 236; M. D. Rhodes 237; 
J. W. Doggett, B. N. Hudson, 
J. M. Cudd 238; H. Law 240; 
A. D. Thelan 243; H. E. Keswick 
254; and O. L. Davidson 256. 

In first flight, Ray Bissell 
leads with a 240. Others are Fred 
Foster, Bob Mitchum 241; E. R. 
Muncy 247; H. H. Black, Bob 
Gabbe, Ken Dunn 251; W. J. 
Barr, H. L. Cole 254; W. C. Hen¬ 
derson 258; Tom Dean 259; T. 
W. Tolar, Sam Mills 261; L. E. 
Ferguson 266; F. E. Bennett 267; 
E. F. Parham 269. 

In the second flight, with one 
more week to play, results avail¬ 
able at Convairiety press time 
were: E. V. Ellsworth, one up 
over F. D. Fox; J. P. Schoonover 
2-1 over C. Harrison; C. W. Gates 
3 and 1 over C. D. Guthrey; L. 
Jacobson, 2 and 1 over D. E. 
Kemp. 

Third flight winners were R. 
P. Cozad 2 and 1 over J. M. Wal¬ 


lace; W. A. Hunsacker one up 
over J. J. Johnston; A. C. Lot- 
speich one up over H. Reagan; 

L. E. Maxwell one up over R. 
Hands. 

Winners in the fourth flight 
were: C. Wilkerson 2 and 1 over 
E. C. Allison; A1 Schafrick 3 and 
2 over W. F. Mathis; W. P. Thorp 
one up over D. H. Nolen; Joe 
Sauerman 4 and 2 over D. M. 
Anderson. 

Winners in the fifth flight 
were: G. W. Bernard 2 up over 
D. D. Bruss; A. Watson 3 and 2 
over Hugh Pennington; C. J. 
Johnson 3 and 1 over W. B. Bel¬ 
lo my; F. A. Pieper one up over 
W. D. Brannon. 

Sixth flight winners were: H. 
G. Ray, 4 and 2 over C. A. Spring¬ 
er; F. B. Petty, default over H. F. 
Houser; M. W. Cristman, one up 
over Bill Conley; G. W. Jetton, 
one up over R. M. Summerhays. 

Winners in the seventh flight 
were: C. J. Lane, 6 and 5 over 

M. W. Rogers; G. Elliot default 
over R. C. Gray; R. G. Freer, two 
up over W. C. Smith; R. L. Keller 
4 and 2 over B. Woolf oik. 


SUCCESSFUL—These Convair-Daingerfield softball dayers re¬ 
cently finjshed first successful season. They placed third in league. 


More on CRA Activities - - 
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YC-131C to Continue 


TALKING IT OVER—Flight Engineer Bob McGeary is shown at 
his station, in radio communication with Pilot "Skeets" Coleman 
of XFy-l, vertical takeoff airplane, now at Brown Naval Auxiliary 
Air Station. While flight testing, it's McGeary's job to pass on 
wind information etc. to the pilot and to do much the same task 
as does a Landing Signal Officer aboard a carrier. 


SD Aims at New Laurels 
Following Safety Mark 

Convair San Diego employees set their sights on new 
safety laurels early this month after setting a new na¬ 
tional record within the aircraft industry. 

Working 59 consecutive days without a lost-time in¬ 
jury, San Diego employees accumulated 7,694,532 man 
hours worked 


Published records of the Na¬ 
tional Safety Council showed that 
6,115,200 man hours worked by 
Fisher Body’s Detroit aircraft 
division was the previous high 
mark. 

Convair SD has earned the 
right to fly the Award of Honor 
flag, highest recognition given to 
industry for safety accomplish¬ 
ments by the National Safety 
Council. A plaque confirming 
this honor has been presented 
Convair and will be circulated 
among the various departments 
in the near future. 

“I wish to thank all of you for 
your interest and participation in 
establishing this record,” said B. 
F. Coggan, manager at Convair 
SD. “And may I urge that we 
work toward an even longer in¬ 
jury-free period.” 

* * * 

Convair San Diego’s renewed 
emphasis on safety produced no 
less than six perfect records 
during the August safety contest. 

Supt. F. H. McLaughlin and his 
T-29 major assembly departments 
(210, 212, 225, 235, 252) worked 
300,300 manhours without a lost 
time accident to lead the way. 
Plant engineering at Plants 1 
and 2 under Vern Sharp was sec¬ 


ond with 184,793 manhours. 

Other groups in the winner’s cir¬ 
cle included fabrication depart¬ 
ments at Plant 1 (101, 102, 103, 
104, 110, 115) under Supt. F. E. 
Grossher, manufacturing control 
at Plant 1 under T. F. McAleer, 
material under B. P. Gibbons, and 
tool manufacturing at Plant 2 
under H. W. Meyers. 

★ ★ ★ 

Seven Depts. at FW 
Score in Safety 

Convair Fort Worth can boast 
a safety record that’s more than 
one in a million. This one’s seven 
records of over a million! 

That’s how many departments 
have safety records totaling more 
than a million manhours worked 
since the last disabling injury. 

Leading the list is Dept. 73, 
electrical bench, with 4,820,739 
manhours. Second on the list 
is Dept. 14, tool service, with 
3,138,116. Their record goes 
back to 1947. 

Other departments in order of 
manhours worked are: Dept. 74, 
finishing; Dept. 47, outer wing 
and engines; Dept. 61, final ac¬ 
ceptance; Dept. 81, tool room and 
fixtures; Dept. 50, final assembly. 


SAFETY AWARD—Award of Honor, highest presentation of 
National Safety Council, was awarded Convair SD this month for 
outstanding safety record of 59 days and 7,694,532 man hours 
worked without injury. Holding plaque are, left to right, SD's M. C. 
Val Dez, safety supervisor; Pete Maher, Dept. 25 safety committee¬ 
man for over seven years, and Manager B. F. Coggan. 


The Air Force’s YC-131C will 
head for Edwards AFB this 
month to enter phase two of its 
flight testing program. During 
its stay there, Air Force crews 
will put the plane through ex- 




THE GANG—Grouped around Convair XFY-I, built for Navy, 
is crew that is handling airplane at Brown Field near San Diego. 
They are virtually same group that worked on ship at Moffett NAS. 


New Spares Concept Set 
For Support of C-131Ds 

A new logistic plan for spare parts to support 15 of 
the 33 Air Force C-131Ds now being built at Convair SD 
went into effect this month with the delivery of the Con- 
vair-built transports 


Developed jointly by Convair 
and Military Air Transport Serv¬ 
ice, the Air Force unit which will 
operate the 15 transports based 
on the Convair-Liner 340 design, 
the plan is another first for Con¬ 
vair, according to J. V. Dickson, 
Convair’s parts sales manager. 

“This is the first Air Force 
contract calling for spares sup¬ 
port direct from the manufactur¬ 
er, rather than through Air Force 
supply depots,” Dickson said. “It 
was patterned after our commer¬ 
cial airline system of supplying 
spares.” 

Basically, the plan works like 
this: 

All spares peculiar to the air¬ 
craft, including those supplied by 
vendors to Convair, will come di¬ 
rect from Convair SD, where a 
stock of spares is maintained for 
commercial customers. Items com¬ 
mon to all Air Force airplanes, 
like bolts, washers, etc., will be 
supplied through regular sources. 
Only exception will be high-value 
items requiring a lead time of not 
over one year. Initial provision¬ 
ing of aircraft spares will be for 
120 days, compared with the us¬ 
ual Air Force procedure of pro¬ 
curing a 17 - and - a - half month 
supply at the time of purchasing 
the airplane. The plan utilizes a 
“call” type contract, which pre¬ 
viously had been funded, and re¬ 
quirements will be made against 
it. 

Dickson pointed out several ob¬ 
vious advantages to the plan, in¬ 
cluding: less initial investment; 
a reduction of in-pipeline time for 
spares; less storage space require¬ 
ments; curtailment of the possi¬ 
bility of overstocking; and the 
fact aircraft, in an emergency, 
can obtain parts from any base 
used regularly by 340s in com- 


B-36 ROLE WINS 
CIVILIAN HONOR 
For “confirming the capability 
of the B-36 aircraft to perform 
its mission, which is of the high¬ 
est priority in national defense,” 
Dr. Rodney H. Smith has been 
awarded the “decoration for ex¬ 
ceptional civilian service.” Gen. 
Curtis E. LeMay, SAC comman¬ 
der, made the award. 


mercial service. 

“Opportunity of using the con¬ 
cept was ideal, since there is a 
vast amount of experience data 
available through our operation 
of the supply program on both 
the 240 and the 340,” he added. 

MATS will base its 15 C-131Ds 
at Bolling AFB, Washington, D.C. 
Requests for spares will be sent 
from the supply officer there di¬ 
rect to Convair SD. Shipment 
will then be made immediately 
by air with the possibility of de¬ 
livering parts in stock anywhere 
in the world within 24 hours. 

“The Air Force will be realiz¬ 
ing thousands of dollars in sav¬ 
ings each year by eliminating the 
need for stocking various supply 
points and processing through 
them,” Dickson added. 

“In short, they are going 
directly to the manufacturer, 
without dealing through the 
wholesaler or any middleman.” 


tensive flight test evaluation. 

This additional test program 
came after the 131 completed its 
second 10-hour flight test pro¬ 
gram at Convair Fort Worth. 
Flight and flight test department 
crews conducted the flights. 

Testing at Convair wound up 
August 31 after the modified 
Convair 340 with Allison turbo¬ 
prop engines completed almost 
23 hours of flights well within 
the contracted time. 

On August 27, Pilot Larry 
Brandvig and Co-Pilot J. H. Mar- 
geson flew two flights totaling 
seven hours. Also on board were 
J. D. McEachern as flight engi¬ 
neer and C. P. Harrison and R. 
D. Norvell as flight test engir 
neers. 

Acting as observers and par¬ 
ticipants in the extended flights 
were AF Capt. J. P. Seigler and 
Sgt. T. D. Ackrill of Edwards 
AFB. 

“Everyone at Convair seems 
impressed with the operation and 
performance of the plane,” said 
B. A. Erickson, manager of 
flight. 

“And the fact seven hours 
testing was completed in one day 
is significant.” 

In the meantime, the second 
YC-131C is being prepared by 
development field operations 
crews for propeller tests. The 
Air Force will make the tests at 
Convair Fort Worth as a part of 
a 15-hour flight program. 


Ten Perfect in 
Safety Contest 

Ten departments — all except 
four of those competing—turned 
in perfect scores in the August 
Safety contest at Convair Pom¬ 
ona, H. S. Naish, Safety super¬ 
visor, has announced. 

Plant engineering, however, 
worked more man hours during 
the month than any of the other 
winning departments and accord¬ 
ing to the rules of the contest 
will retain possession of the 
Safety Trophy until a new winner 
is announced, Naish said. 

Other departments working the 
entire month without a single 
disabling or “doctor case” injury 
were: quality control, material, 
electrical assembly, manufactur¬ 
ing control, checkout equipment 
maintenance, sub-assembly, mis¬ 
sile checkout, processing, final as¬ 
sembly and sheet metal. 

“All winning departments are 
to be congratulated for helping us 
attain this outstanding record,” 
Naish said. “We only regret that 
we do not have sufficient trophies 
for all 10 departments.” 


TRIPLE DELIVERY—Recently when three C-131Ds were delivered 
at same time at San Diego, these key men were snapped with 
planes in background. Left to right: Lt. Col. George J. Byars, 
commanding 1299th Air Transport Squadron, J. V. Dickson, in 
charge of Convair SD parts sales, Majs. Jess White and L. B. Von 
Hoy. Squadron will operate 15 of Convair planes. 


Air Tests 


at Edwards 


































FASCINATING—That is how children such as Gail Griffith, 2, 
regard matches. But it is a deadly fascination. Gail is the daughter 
of Lt. and Mrs. Leonard J. Griffith. He is stationed at Carswell. 
Above is first and only time she will have access to -matches—a 
favor to photographer. 

Fire Week Spotlights 
Convair Home Hazards 

Imagine the Texas city of Breckenridge completely 
leveled by fire—everyone dead ... 

A terrifying thought. Yet the stark reality of that 

statement is this: 

Last year, 6,600 people died 
because of fire—a number equal 
to the population of Breckenridge. 
Property damage was $865 mil¬ 
lion. Those are nationwide fig¬ 
ures. 

Bringing the situation closer to 
home, 14 Convair Fort Worth em¬ 
ployees needed—and obtained— 
help through Con-Trib-Club’s 
emergency aid program since 
June, 1953, because of fire losses. 
(Continued on Page 2) 


John Howell of Dept. 11 shows what 
NOT to do to prevent fires—light a 
cigarette around combustible liquids. 
Especially those not in closed con¬ 
tainers. 


Nancy Pridemore of Dept. 3 is not 
only mixing something fancy but is 
mixing with danger. She's overloading 
that electrical circuit. 


Oil mops and dirty rags, stored 
thusly, can start a fire without help. 


First YC-131C 
Flown West 

Convair Fort Worth literally 
“gave up the ship” last month. 
But it wasn’t a sea-going dis¬ 
aster. 

Occasion was delivery of the 
first twin-engine military turbo¬ 
prop transport, the YC-131C, to 
the Air Force. 

On hand to accept the plane 
was a five-man crew from Ed¬ 
wards AFB. Capt. J. P. Seigler, 
pilot, accepted the plane. 

Other crew members were Maj. 
Ben Ostlind, co-pilot; M/Sgt. 
Thomas B. Ackrill, flight engi¬ 
neer; Tech/Sgt. Melvin S. Jenner, 
crew chief; and E. W. Dunlap, 
test engineer. 

The delivery marked the end of 
work at Convair and the begin¬ 
ning of an extensive flight test¬ 
ing program by the Air Force at 
the Flight Test Center at Ed¬ 
wards AFB. 

The program started Sept. 21 
and was designed to further 
evaluate the new YT-56-A3 Alli¬ 
son turboprop engines. 

In the meantime, ship No. 2 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Early Response Strong 
As Convair Signs For 
Another Con-Trib Year 

Convair employees by the thousands were signing up this week for 1954-55 partici¬ 
pation in Convair Employees Con-Trib-Club, Inc. 

Though no figures were available at presstime, August C. Esenwein, Convair Fort 
Worth manager and Con-Trib-Club President, said: 


Major Medical Figure 
May Top 84 Per Cent 

A total of 13,569 Convair Fort Worth employees are 
now protected by the $5,000 limit “major medical benefit 
expense” plan in the Convair group insurance program. 

Latest figures show that 84 per 


Magnuson Named 
To NAF Position 

W. E. Magnuson, superintend¬ 
ent of fabrication at Convair Fort 
Worth, was elected secretary- 
treasurer of the National Asso¬ 
ciation of Foremen at the recent 
convention Sept. 22-24 in Cincin¬ 
nati. 

He was also elected to a two- 
year term as director. 

Magnuson was elected at the 
31st annual convention. He is a 
member of the 
NAF executive 
committee and 
past chairman 
of the ways and 
means commit¬ 
tee of the or¬ 
ganization. 

Magnuson i s 
also chairman 
of the 1955 
NAF convention 
W. E. Magnuson which will be 

held next year in Fort Worth. 
This is the first time the conven¬ 
tion has been held west of the 
Mississippi River. 

Other chairmen named by Mag¬ 
nuson are Loyd L. Turner, con¬ 
vention co-chairman; George 
Symm in charge of arrange¬ 
ments; and Budge Lee, program 
chairman. 

The Convair club received a 
trophy naming the Convair Man¬ 
agement Club as the most out¬ 
standing in zone B, which in¬ 
cludes five states. 

The Columbus, Ohio, Foremen’s 
Club was awarded the Convair 
Management Award. It is award¬ 
ed to the club making the most 
outstanding contribution to the 
development of its members. 


Beards Sprouting as 
M Club Party Near 

If you see some mangy looking 
characters running around Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth, don’t be alarm¬ 
ed. They’re probably just getting 
ready for Management Club’s big 
“Frontier Party.” 

Beards are very mu£h in order, 
A. E. Northcott, program chair¬ 
man, reported this week. 

The fourth annual event will be 
held Oct. 23 at the Casino. There 
will be dancing from 8:30 p.m. to 
1 a.m. 

Door prizes will be a bit un¬ 
usual—they’ll be alive. 

The Frontier Party is free to 
all Convair Management Club 
members. 

“Prizes will be awarded to 
members growing the best and 
the ‘worst’ beards,” said North¬ 
cott. “So get started.” 

L. C. Calhoun is working with 
Northcott on arrangements. 


cent of all the 16,144 participants 
elected to take the coverage, 
which costs them only 30 cents 
a week more than their basic 
insurance. 

The figure may go up a frac¬ 
tion yet. About 10 per cent of 
participants are yet to be heard 
from due to extended illnesses, 
vacations and leaves of absence. 

The first 30-cent premium for 
hourly employees will be deducted 
from checks received Oct. 15. The 
first 60-cent premium (covering 
two weeks) for salaried employ¬ 
ees will be deducted from checks 
received Oct. 22. 

Meanwhile, the “holiday” from 
paying the other portion of pre¬ 
miums on group insurance will 
continue. The last premium 
moratorium for hourly employees 
will be on checks received Nov. 
12. The last premium moratorium 
for salaried employees will be on 
checks received Nov. 5. 

Said August C. Esenwein, Con¬ 
vair vice president and manager 
at Fort Worth: 

“It is gratifying to be able to 
provide the new benefits for Con¬ 
vair employees, and I want to ex¬ 
tend my personal thanks to the 
many thousands who signed up to 
make it possible.” 

Second and third shifts com¬ 
bined-outstripped the first. They 
signed up 88 per cent of all par¬ 
ticipants, while the first signed 
up 83. 

Dept. 10, budget, with 24 em¬ 
ployees eligible, registered a 100 
per cent sign up. 

Departments with 90 per cent 
or better were: 2, manager’s of¬ 
fice personnel; 3, personel depart- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


“The response to Con-Trib- 
Club’s appeal is heart-warming. 
Convair employees have always 
come through when someone need¬ 
ed help. And they’re coming 
through again. Magnificently.” 

Esenwein urged all depart¬ 
ments to complete their solicita¬ 
tion of all employees present in 
the plant and to turn in their 
tab cards not later than Friday. 

“If we do, I’m reasonably cer¬ 
tain that we’ll be over the top 
on the first report next week,” he 
added. 

Employees absent from the 
plant during the week will be 
contacted when they return to 
their jobs. 

Goal for the drive is $182,705 
in pledges. The budget which 
Con-Trib-Club has under con¬ 
sideration, however, totals only 
$175,662. The difference is the 
amount of money Con-Trib-Club 
figures it will not collect due to 
terminations and cancellations of 
memberships in the course of a 
year. 

But assuming that the dollar 
goal is met in pledges, these are 
the donations under consideration: 

United Fund (43 agencies), 
$121,693. 

John Peter Smith Hospital 
(formerly City-County) for the 
polio ward, $10,000. 

Tuberculosis Society, $10,000. 

Crusade for Freedom, $6,000. 

Visually handicapped children, 

$ 1 , 000 . 

Mentally retarded children, 

$ 1 , 000 . 

Other organized charities (as 
worthy cases may arise), $10,000. 

Emergency Aid for Convair 
Families (10 per cent of the sub¬ 
total of the items above), $15,969. 

“Our firm budget will be 
voted,” Esenwein explained, 
“after we see complete results of 
the campaign.” 

Con-Trib-Club’s campaign was 
kicked-off officially last Thurs¬ 
day (Sept. 30) night to coincide 
with opening of the nation-wide 
United Fund campaign. The an- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


BEHIND THE BALL—Artists Charles Anderson and Johnye Her¬ 
bert of FW service engineering illustrations group show original 
design from which Con-Trib-Club "Help Carry the Ball" posters 
were conceived. They helped materially to publicize campaign. 
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Births 


FORT WORTH 

DOfeRING—Son, David Loyd, 7 Lbs. 
2 oz v born July 13 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Loyd Doering, Dept. 6-7 _ 

OWEN— Daughter, (Donnie Joan, 7 
lbs. 11 oz., born Sept. 2 to Mr. and 
Mrs. E. A. Owen, Dept. 92. 

TIPPER— Son, Karl Bruce, 6 lbe. 
13 oz., born Sept. 19 to Mr. and Mrs. 
K. E. Tipper, Dept. 6-7. 

HOWARD—Daughter, Katherine Mich¬ 
elle, 7 lbs. 11 V 2 oz. born Sept. 6 to 
Mr. and Mrs. R. K. Howard Jr., Dept. 
65. 

DAINGERFIELD 

BAKER— Daughter, Pamela Jane, 8 
lbs. 2 oz., born Sept. 10 to Mr. and 
Mrs. J. S. Baker, Dept. 6. 


Deaths 


FORT WORTH 

COTTLE—L. S., Dept. 27, died Aug¬ 
ust 28. Survived by his mother and 

S1S PEDIG0—James M., Dept. 6, died 
Sept. 1. Survived by his wife, son 
and a sister. . 

WILLIAMS—David W., formerly of 
Dept. 47, died Sept. 22. Survived by 
parents, a brother and two sisters. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective Sept. 17 : . , .. . 

Dept. 4, Material: to material liasion 
man, H. M. Law; to buyer, W. E. 
Leath. . A . 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to project de¬ 
sign engineer, F. E. Armstrong, L. W. 
Bonnell, K. L. Hunt, J. H. Hutton, 

V. H. McDanield, S. M. Smith ; to 
senior design engineer, K. W. Bryan, 
M. C. Dilworth, W. B. Kirk; to senior 
aerophysics engineer, J. M. Dodd Jr., 
L M. Hailey Jr. ; to research test engi¬ 
neer. E. E. James Jr. ; to project aero¬ 
dynamics engineer, G. M. Kaler, A. P. 
Madsen, D. E. Pratt; to aerophysics 

engineer, L. J. Summers; to senior test 
engineer, G. H. Sundberg. . 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tool design 

analyst, G. W. Bernard III, F. D. 

Hitter, C. E. Russell; to tool design 
supervisor, H. E. Keswick ; to tool engi- 
neer, R. E. McMahan. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: to tool manu¬ 
facturing assistant foreman, T. Briggs, 
J. H. Stapleton Jr. _ 


Speed and carelessness killed 
29,900 persons in 1953. 



Col. Columbus “Doc” Savage, 
Convair Fort Worth AF plant 
representative, was named this 
month to attend the Air Forced 
Air War College at Maxwell, Ala. 

Col. Savage is one of 270 Air 
Force colonels named to attend 
the senior school of the Air Uni¬ 
versity educational system. 

The mission of the college is to 
provide instruction to prepare 
senior officers for high command 


ACCEPTANCE—Col. C. (Doc) Savage, Air Force representative 
at Convair Fort Worth, accepts SAM-SAC airplane from Leonard 
Roe, supervisor of contracts department's aircraft acceptance sec 
tion. The colonel recently received notification to report to the 
war college—but not until August of next year. 

Col. Savage Among Those Chosen 
For Air Force Air War College 

and staff duty with large Air 
Force units; and to promote 
sound concepts on the broad as¬ 
pects of air power to assure the 
most effective development and 
employment of air power. 

All colonels named have been 
frozen in their present assign¬ 
ments, although they do not re¬ 
port to college at Maxwell AFB 
until next August. 

Col. Savage has been at Con¬ 
vair since 1950. He came here as 
assistant plant representative and 
in 1951 was named representative. 
In this position, he serves as a 
direct contact between Convair 
and the Air Force. He has been 
associated with Convair’s B-36 
program since August, 1946, when 
the experimental XB-36 made its 
first flight. 


Convair Delegation 
Makes Impression 
On NAF Convention 

Convair Fort Worth’s Manage¬ 
ment Club delegation returned 
from the NAF convention in Cin¬ 
cinnati last week pretty sure 
they’d let delegates from 28 
states know where they were 
from. 

Some of the instances were: 
Convair cowboys showed up in 
’specially made western style 
shirts with B-36s and Convair on 
them. As if this weren’t enough, 
they wore boots, western pants, 
chaps and hats. They also carried 
unloaded guns. 

When they arrived at a “get 
acquainted” party the first night, 
a three-piece orchestra struck up 
“The Eyes of Texas” as they en¬ 
tered the get-together. 

There also just happened to 
be a Delta C & S office in the 
lobby of the Sheraton-Gibson, 
convention headquarters. A 
sign said, “Fly Delta C & S 
to Dallas.” Thursday morning, 
a sign saying “Fort Worth’ 1 had 
been pasted over the Dallas 
sign. And no one from Convair 
seemed to know how it got 
there, naturally! 

Fort Worth was put before the 
2,000 and some delegates at every 
opportunity. Fort Worth Chamber 
of Commerce provided Manage¬ 
ment Club members with tiny 
cowbells. According to reports, 
they made plenty of noise when 
NAF sessions were over and 
members rose to leave the hall. 

Loyd Turner was a show steal¬ 
er, according to fellow Convair 
delegates. On the last day of the 
convention he spoke to the group 
about next year’s convention in 
Fort Worth. 

He started out with: 

“When I checked in the hotel 
here, a sign said 90 per cent of 
our rooms are air-conditioned.’ 
Now in Fort Worth, 100 per cent 
of our rooms are air-conditioned. 
We don’t go around blocking off 
10 per cent of the rooms and not 
air-conditioning them.” 

“That brought down the house, 
said Wes Magnuson. 

A stranger stopped Jack Brit¬ 
tain and wanted to know where 
he’d hired the professional pub¬ 
licity men. 

Said Brittain: “There’s nothing 
professional about any of us. We 
all work for a living—at Con- 


TRIAL HOP—Frank Davis, left, chief engineer at Convair Fort 
Worth who assumed duties this summer, chats with another George 
Davis, B-36 flight captain, after a flight. They are no relation. 
FW chief engineer is a veteran pilot himself, in fact was first to 
fly a turbojet for Convair. 


Fire Prevention Week 
Highlights Home Perils 


(Continued from Page 1) 
This week, Oct. 3 through Oct. 
9 is designated by President 
Eisenhower as National Fire Pre¬ 
vention Week. 


First YC-131C 
Flown West 

(Continued from Page 1) 
was readied for 15 hours of pro¬ 
peller tests as a vibration survey. 
These tests will be conducted at 
Convair by Air Force personnel. 
Development department crews 
will maintain the plane during the 
testing period. 

The delivery of ship No. 1 on 
Sept. 17 climaxed a little more 
than a year of work at Convair 
Fort Worth. 

On July 31, 1953, the Convair 
340 arrived here from San Diego 
to undergo modification and in¬ 
stallation of the Allison turbo 
prop engines. 

The new-type engines necessi 
tated some modification and after 
that came 10 hours of engine 
ground runs. Then, after the first 
flight on May 20, a 20-hour flight 
test program was begun. 

Tentative plans, now, are to 
sign the planes over to the Mili¬ 
tary Air Transport Service some 
time next year. 


a one-week-in-the-year affair,” he 
said. 

“It would be a rather dubious 
distinction to be one of 1954’s 
death-by-fire statistics.” 


'Major Medical' Ups 
Insurance Roster 

Convair Fort Worth’s drive to 
sign up group insurance policy¬ 
holders for “major medical ex¬ 
pense” benefits apparently open¬ 
ed the eyes of a number of em¬ 
ployees who had not been in the 
basic plan. 

During the week prior to the 
campaign Sept. 15-17, only seven 
employees applied for group in¬ 
surance in employee service sec¬ 
tion. The week of the campaign, 
that figure rose to 14. The week 
following the campaign, it rose to 
63. 

All employees who applied will 
be admitted to the plan if they 
Can pass the required physical. 


Major Medical 
At 84 Per Cent 

(Continued from Page 1) 
ment; 7, manufacturing and tool¬ 
ing management; 11, contracts; 
14, tool service; 15, industrial se¬ 
curity; 22, manufacturing con¬ 
trol; 24, tooling; 27, inspection- 
production; 28, process control; 
29, inspection-modernization; 33, 
bonded structures; 60, production 
flight and delivery; 62, aircraft 
receiving and special program de¬ 
livery; 63, modernization flight 
and delivery; 74, finishing; 76, 
armament; 81, tool room and fix¬ 
tures. 

The new coverage is an exten¬ 
sion of the basic coverage. If an 
employee on an illness or injury 
uses up all the benefits provided 
under the basic policy, he then 
pays the next $100 of expenses 
himself. If still more medical ex¬ 
penses are incurred, the new 
coverage pays him 75 per cent of 
the additional amounts until a 
total of $5,000 has been paid. 


According to Fire Chief C. H. 
Jones, a general inspection of the 
plant was made last weekend. 
And, as always, plant firemen 
equipped with the best fire-fight¬ 
ing equipment available are on 
duty round-the-clock. 

But there aren’t any firemen 
in homes. And chances are, few 
homes have any fire fighting 
equipment. 

“Fire is no respecter of per¬ 
sons, time or weather,” said 
Jones. “Everyone is subject to a 
fire at any time.” 

He pointed out that fire risks 
can be reduced considerably by 
observing a few safe practices. 

Oily rags in a garage or closet 
can set a fire that could destroy 
a home. Falling asleep while 
smoking could kill you—or your 
family. Defective wiring could 
mean a loss of thousands of dol¬ 
lars. Overloading electrical cir¬ 
cuits, carelessness around com¬ 
bustible liquids could result in 
tragedy. 

Matches left in the reach of 
children could be fatal. (Last 
year, 1,250 children under five 
years of age died from fire.) 

Jones urged all Convair em¬ 
ployees to make a thorough check 
around their homes for possible 
fire hazards. 

“Fire Prevention Week is a fine 
time to do it. But fire prevention 
is a day-by-day proposition. Not 


Piano Wire Hammer 
Used in Tap Test of 
Metlbond Surfaces 

If you see a guy tapping a 
Metlbonded surface with an 
aluminum hammer which has a 
piece of piano wire for a handle 
—don’t think he’s necessarily off 
his rocker. 

If it’s at Convair Fort Worth, 
chances are he’s an inspector per¬ 
forming a “tapping test” de¬ 
scribed by M. R. Jackson, inspec¬ 
tion superintendent, in a panel 
discussion recently at the Univer¬ 
sity of California, Los Angeles. 

The panel was sponsored by the 
Aircraft Industries Association 
and was held Sept. 9 through 11. 

In speaking of the “tapping 
test,” Jackson explained that 
when a bonded panel is tapped 
with the special-type hammer, 
one of two distinctly different 
sounds ordinarily results. One 
sound indicates that the panel is 
properly joined together, while 
the other indicates an area where 
the adhesive process “didn’t take.” 

Jackson pointed out that Fort 
Worth has had experience in 
bonding metal to metal since 
1942, and that approximately 
3,500 square feet of surface on 
B-36s are Metlbonded. 


+ CcHtfairietif ★ 
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Calif.. Logan Jenkin*, editor. _ _ . ... 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 

Yollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 


Early Response Good 
For Con-Trib Year 

(Continued from Page 1) 
nual UF drive was sparked by 
a nation-wide address by Presi¬ 
dent Eisenhower. 

His remarks were heard by 
United Fund campaign workers 
of Fort Worth and Tarrant 
County at Will Rogers Coliseum. 
Members of the Con-Trib-Club 
board of directors attended. 

Departments which reach a 
participation of 95 per cent or 
more will be awarded special cer¬ 
tificates in recognition for their 
good work. 



TAP TAP—L. R. Kight taps a sandwich panel. He can tell by 
sound if they are not properly joined. 
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Convair Scarcely Ever 'Sleeps' But it Changes With The Clock 






NIGHT LIGHTS—After sun sets, Convair Fort Worth takes on different atmos¬ 
phere. At left Guards E. T. Thoms and A. E. Worley man searchlight, part of 
industrial security's vital role. At right E. P. Moser mans flight tower high above 


SAM-SAC line. Top center, Guards Bill Hickman and Cameron Milligan check 
motorists. (Sometimes tourists try to get in, by mistake!) Below, H. W. Gilliland 
tows a B-36 under artificial light. - 


LEISURELY DAYS—Mike and Mariann Schelske of Depts. I 10 
and 14 at SD show how they spend their daylight hours, as 


CLEAN SWEEP — Night is 
best time for cleaning up, with 
most of office workers out of the 
way. Shown is F. Hudson at Con¬ 
vair FW making a "clean sweep" 
as he freshens up the plant for 
another day. 


Heading night-time work are 
H. C. Deckard, night manager, 
and Grady Henry, night factory 
manager. They make sure every¬ 
thing operates smoothly and is 
coordinated with first shift work. 

Most of the more than 3,600 
employees are happy with their 
evening’s work. They like the at¬ 
mosphere Convair acquires at 
night. For after first shift has 
left, the plant becomes a differ¬ 
ent place. 


Day Becomes Night' as 2nd Shift 
People Play When Others Work 


Convair San Diego has several 
thousand people who do a “turn¬ 
about” five days of the week. 
They turn night into day and vice 
versa. 

There is no hocus pocus in¬ 
volved. They man Convair’s sec¬ 
ond shift and for them “night is 
day.” 

“Most night shift people I know 
prefer their hours and wouldn’t 
change if they could,” said Tony 
Berardini, Dept. 110. “And each 
of them can give you a good rea¬ 
son why. 

“Myself, I’m a yard man. Love 
to mess around the yard. When I 
work days three weeks out of the 
year I rush like mad getting 
home, eating supper, romping 
with my two boys and trying to 
work in my yard. When I’m on 
night I get up at the same time 
and have the whole day to do as 
I please.” 

Most second shifters share this 
opinion and Mrs. Loretta McLena- 
chen, Dept. 102, had this to add: 

“My husband, David, works in 
Dept. 25 days. We have two boys 
in college and another in grade 
school. I’m home to get them off 
to school, take care of the house 
and do the shopping. At night 
the boys and my husband attend 
ball games and do all those things 
men like to do together. It works 


members of second shift. After a friendly breakfast, he catches 


up on yard work while she does the family chores. 


out fine for us this way.” 

Another husband and wife 
team, Ralph (Dept. 101) and 
Helen (Dept. 28) Tripp, prefer 
to work the night shift together. 

“We get up when we like, take 
our time over breakfast and then 
do our chores. I fix a good din¬ 
ner and we arrive at work rested. 
Our week-ends are always free to 
take short, overnight trips we 
both enjoy.” 

William Hooper of Dept. 110, 
like many other second shifters, 
attends college during the day. 
He is a second-year electrical 
engineering student at San Diego 
State College. 

“I have four classes starting 
at 8 a.m. this semester. I go to 
class and still get home in time 
to work around the house and 
spend time with my wife and 
youngster. Our social life is con¬ 
fined to week-ends but we like it 
that way.” 

Even single men like A. M. 
Nida, Dept. 102, prefer the night 
shift. He says: 

“Transacting business is a real 
problem for first shift employees 
with the banks closed on Satur¬ 
day. Working at night is easier 
because there is not so much 
noise.” 

Mariann Schelske, Dept. 14, 
prefers to remain on second shift 
even though her husband, E. W. 
(Mike) Schelske, Dept. 110, ro¬ 
tates from days to nights. 

“My housework and shopping 
is simple when I have all day to 
do it in. I’m home to get our two 
girls off to school and to meet 
them when they come home. I 
can always do my work so that 
week-ends are devoted to the 
family.” 

The night shifters all agree 
that their social life doesn’t 
suffer from their different 
working hours. They contend 
week-ends are always the best 
times for social affairs. Movies 
run from early morning 
through the night and tele¬ 
vision programs broadcast 
through the daylight hours are 
just as good as most of the 
night time shows. 


Convair FW Has Own Bright Lights' 
But They Aren't Like Broadway's 


front gate. There guards stop 
each car and ask drivers where 
they’re going. This is more than 
a security measure. Often 
strangers or travelers will mis¬ 
take the lights for something else 
—and find themselves on Grant’s 
Lane instead of Highway 183. 

Lights are bright on SAM-SAC 
workstands on Grant’s Lane and 
workstands throughout the yard 
areas. That means that second 
shift employees are at work mod¬ 
ernizing B-36s for the SAM-SAC 
program. 

Washstands around the empen¬ 
nage of a giant B-36 are lighted 
like huge white Christmas trees. 
Everywhere are thousands of 
lights so that employees may keep 
work going throughout the night. 

But in the administration build¬ 
ing, the story is different. There 
many areas are only dimly light¬ 
ed, since only skeleton staffs (or 
none at all) are on hand for sec¬ 
ond shift work. 

It’s during this time that most 
repairs and cleaning take place 
throughout the plant. Sanitation 
crews mop and sweep hallways 
and offices. Waste baskets are 
emptied. 

Painting goes on a full scale 
basis. Many an office gets its 
“face lifted” during second shift 
hours. 


Night life at Convair Fort 
Worth is not like that on Broad¬ 
way. But it has its similarities 
at that. . . . 

Bright lights (in some places) 
blind your eyes. In other spots, 
soft lights and southern breezes 
are as pleasant as a vacation at 
a deep south winter resort. 

The bright lights, for instance, 
meet you when you enter the 


CONSIDERATE —With con¬ 
sideration for those on days, 
much of painting is done at 
night at Fort Worth, particularly 
in the office sections. In this 
photograph J. H. Owen is shown 
redecorating a deserted office. 



Leaving San Diego plant at end of second shift, Mr. and Mrs. Schelske check 
out with Guard Bill Hendon and stop off for refreshment on way home and chat 


with Steve Broda, behind bar. At right they find their girls Joann, 12, and Pamela, 
10, are sleeping peacefully when they arrive home. 
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Illustrated Wood 


NEW RADAR TOWER—Artist’s conception shows what southeast corner of administration build¬ 
ing at Fort Worth looks like after completion of new radar sighting tower. From behind curved win¬ 
dow, crews will test radar equipment. Building-height column will enclose elevator from ground to 
tower. Water color painting was done by J. W. Gilbert of FW illustrations group. 


Radar Sighting Tower Planned 
For Corner of FW Ad' Building 


We’re not getting ready to fly 
the Convair FW administration 
building. At least, not yet. 

But we are putting a king-size 
“radome” atop the building. And 
a radar installation that probably 
would do the job if we ever did 
fly the building! 

The new radome technically is 
a radar sighting tower. And it’ll 


Williamson Named 
Toastmaster Head 
For Convair SD Club 

Joe L. Williamson of Dept. 401 
will be installed as president of 
the Convair SD Toastmaster Club 
tonight (Oct. 6) in a husband- 
wife meeting at Michael’s Cafe, 
Lemon Grove. 

Incoming officers due for in¬ 
stallation at the same time in¬ 
clude Herman Sumner, vice-pres¬ 
ident, George Popa, secretary, J. 
J. Ireland, treasurer, Raymond 
Sadomka, education chairman and 
Larry Lawson, sergeant-at-arms, 
all of Convair SD. 

The group meets each Wednes¬ 
day at Lyda’s Cafe in Hillcrest. 
It is open to Convair men inter¬ 
ested in improving their public 
speaking, according to Bob Emer¬ 
son, outgoing president. 


17-Year Keg Veterans 
Still Bowling at FW 

You can’t keep a good bowler 
down. Or at least that was the 
opinion of Bill Johnson, Convair 
Fort Worth engineering bowling 
league secretary. 

When the league opened Sept. 
9, four bowlers were on hand 
who appeared in the picture of 
the Consolidated bowling team 
taken in San Diego in 1937. 
(Convairiety, Sept. 8, 1954.) 

The quartet of seasoned keg- 
lers were Erv Watts, Dave Hal¬ 
sey, Oscar Wehmanen and George 
Clayton. 

“And we’ll probably be bowling 
for the next 17 years,” they said. 
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be built at the southeast corner 
of the building for operation by 
S. A. Mayfield’s aerophysics 
laboratory group in engineering 
department. 

The radar room will be 20 by 
20 feet in area, and will be sur¬ 
rounded by glass on three sides 
in order that radar instruments 
can be tested in three directions. 

Across the front will be a 
curved plastic window six feet 
high that gives the room the 
futuristic look of a modern cock¬ 
tail lounge. 

Crews can get to the tower in 
two ways: by enclosed elevator 
from ground level, or from the 
aerophysics laboratory on the sec¬ 
ond floor of the building. 

The $45,000 project was engi¬ 
neered by plant engineering de¬ 
partment. Work is scheduled to 
start soon, with completion sched¬ 
uled sometime in November. 


Convair Safety Tops 
Industry Records 

Nationwide statistics on 
safety in manufacturing this 
week disclosed that Convair has 
an impressive record among the 
leaders. 

The aircraft industry, long 
among the safest, during the 
first quarter of 1954 reported 
a record of 2.9 disabling in¬ 
juries for each one million man¬ 
hours worked, as compared to 
3.2 during the same period in 
1953. 

Convair San Diego, however, 
for the first quarter of 1954 
reported 1.11 disabling injuries 
per million manhours; and Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth was close be¬ 
hind with 1.59. For the first 
six months of 1954 the record 
stands at 1.21 for San Diego, 
1.37 for Fort Worth. 

For all manufacturing indus¬ 
try, the first quarter injury 
frequency rate was 11.8! 


Commuter Service 
Gets Special Signs 

Special bus signs (upright, 
rather than the usual horizontal 
bus stop sign) are being installed 
at both Plants 1 and 2 to accom¬ 
modate San Diego riders taking 
advantage of the commuter serv¬ 
ice to northern communities which 
was introduced last month. 

Riders were urged to congre¬ 
gate at the locations to attract 
the drivers’ attention, and also it 
was pointed out that it is still 
advisable to signal in order that 
the bus drivers can locate them. 
This is particularly true during 
hours of traffic congestion. 

Arrangements are being work¬ 
ed out with a view to improved 
schedules and anyone wishing to 
help, or seeking information, may 
call Dorothy Dickinson, ext. 448 
and leave name and phone exten¬ 
sion. 


Pipe Bowls of Unique Design 

Fred Sloan, of Convair Fort Worth, really believes in 
letting the chips fall where they may. And when they do, 
it's a sure signal that Sloan’s at work on his favorite 
hobby—wood carving. 

Only a “favorite” because 
Sloan’s interests are varied. He 
also does exceptional oil painting. 

But more about that later. 

For 40 years, Sloan has been 
carving in some form or another. 

When he was younger, it amount¬ 
ed to whittling. Then, as he grew 
more adept, he branched out to 
more intricate forms of carving. 

One of his specialties is pipe 
carving. He recently completed 
one for Roy Crabtree, a fellow 
worker in industrial engineering 
department. It had a wire-haired 
terrier on either side of the bowl, 
since terriers are Crabtree’s fa¬ 
vorite dog. 

Sloan starts with a three-inch 
square block of French or Italian 
briar. 

“Beforehand, I plot out my de¬ 
sign on paper,” Sloan says. “Then 
I just carve away in my leisure.” 


A SURE TOUCH—Fred Sloan, at work on intricate pipe stem 
design which is his specialty. 


Convair Fort Worth Hails Safest Summer 
Accident Record—Five Minor Injuries 


Convair Fort Worth employees 
this year chalked up their best 
summer safety record in many a 
year, Fred Temple, safety engi¬ 
neering supervisor, reported this 
week. 

With the quarter ending Aug. 
31, there were only five minor 
disabling injuries throughout the 
entire plant. 

“This is the best record in some 
time,” said Temple. “Naturally 
we’re proud of it. We want to 


commend employees for their 
alertness and care.” 

Temple pointed out that when 
an accident does occur, the em¬ 
ployee suffers. 

“Of course, it costs the com¬ 
pany money,” he said. “But not 
anywhere near as much as it does 
the employee. 

“The safety record of any com¬ 
pany depends on each individual 
working there. It’s up to all of 
us to keep up the good record.” 


His work is strictly handwork 
—no power tools at all. And it’s 
plenty rough going on briar. 

After he’s finished with the 
bowl carving, he polishes and 
then stains with natural wood 
stain. Next comes the plastic 
spray or varnish. The stem is 
attached and the pipe is ready to 
smoke. And all this takes about 
20 hours. 

Although most of his work 
right now is on pipes, he also 
carves miniatures. An example is 
his collection of monkeys. Amaz¬ 
ingly enough they were carved 
from peach seeds! 

“I’ve got a figure of just about 
every kind of monkey I have been 
able to find a picture of,” Sloan 
says. “I guess people thought 
I was up to some kind of monkey 
business myself for awhile. I’d 
ask everyone for pictures of dif¬ 
ferent kinds of monkeys.” 

Not satisfied with one hobby, 
Sloan also dabbles in oils—liter¬ 
ally and figuratively. 

In f&ct, at one time he operated 
a commercial art. studio in Fort 
Worth. Now, all his painting as 
well as his carving is done for his 
friends. 

But there’s nothing amateurish 
about his work. His paintings 
portray his subject accurately, yet 
carry definite personality insight. 

Sloan wouldn’t give up his hob¬ 
bies for anything. 

“They’re the best ways I know 
of to relax,” he says, “—except 
maybe fishing.” 


SD Dept. 22 Veteran 
Retires to Covina 

One Convair community’s loss 
became another’s gain this month 
when Marjorie (Ma) Barnes of 
Dept. 22 retired after 12 % years 
at Convair SD. 

“My husband has also retired 
and we plan to move to Covina,” 
she said. “That’s right near Con¬ 
vair Pomona where our son Bill 
works in engineering.” 

Friends of Mrs. Barnes pre¬ 
sented her with a dinner and part¬ 
ing gift Oct. 1 in the shop order 
group of manufacturing control 
where she has worked for the 
past five years. Prior to that 
time she worked in experimental 
and as a counselor at Convair 
during the war years. 


* Crick * Really a Crack 
For Convair FW Man 

R. L. Williaford, general fore¬ 
man in Dept. 42 at FW, com¬ 
plained of a “crick” in his neck 
after spilling while water skiing 
on Lake Worth. But he didn’t 
let that interfere with a projected 
vacation trip to San Diego. 

However, when he returned to 
Fort Worth he was wearing a 
brace! He had visited a doctor 
on the coast who diagnosed his 
case as: broken neck! 

What’s a broken neck, anyhow ? 
Last week he went deer hunting, 
brace and all! 


IDENTIFICATION—For first time, Convair Fort Worth now is identified in big letter? as operator 
of great government-owned plant at Fort Worth, Sign is on administration building. 


'Artist With a Knife' Carves 
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Convair Thanked for 


Aid in Air Port Plea 


DAYTIME—During days at Convair SD Haroldine Giles helps 
engineers with wind tunnel test data. During evenings this fall sne 
will play in San Diego Philharmonic. She is shown by great fans 
that are a part of San Diego test facility. 


Music on the Side 


Six From Convair Lead 'Double 
Lives' for Philharmonic at SD 


When the San Diego Philharmonic begins its series of 
winter concerts this month, six of the seventy-odd musi¬ 
cians will be resuming “double lives” that involve airplanes 
in the daytime and music at night. 


The six from Convair SD who 
will be on the stage at Russ 
Auditorium for the first of the 
series Oct. 17 are: 

Haroldine Giles (Dept. 6); 

Henry Simpson (Dept. 52); 

Keith Collins (Dept. 22-6); 

John Glasier (Dept. 10-8); 

Richard Powers (Dept. 258); 

and Stanley Womack (Dept. 

22 - 1 ). 

Simpson is by far the “dean” of 
the group by virtue of his nearly 
half century of activity in San 
Diego music circles. He plays 
the slide trombone and began his 
musical career as a youngster 47 
years ago. During the years he 
has played for almost every type 
of activity, road shows, vaude¬ 
ville, dancing, ice shows. He has 
played with the Philharmonic 
since its inception. Simpson has 
a son, Philip, educated at Colum¬ 
bia University, who this year is 
teaching music in San Diego ele¬ 
mentary schools. Simpson is an 
assembler for Convair and has 
been with the company more than 
three years. 

Only member of her sex in the 
Convair group is Miss Giles, who 
by day is an assistant to Convair 
engineers gathering data at the 
wind tunnel. She has been with 
Convair four years, attended San 
Diego High and San Diego State 
and has been playing in orches-, 
tras since she was 10. Her in¬ 
strument is the cello. 

Collins, a parts release analyst 
who has been with Convair five 
and a half years, attended San 
Diego High (where he played in 
the school orchestra) and spent a 
year at Yale, during which he 
was concert master for the Yale 
symphony. He plays the viola 
and has been active in music for 
22 years, during which time he 
has been a member of almost 
every San Diego symphony or¬ 
ganized. For a part of a year he 
was a member of Artie Shawls 
band. An Army veteran, * he 
fought in the Battle of the Bulge 
and was wounded in a mortar 
blast. A broken left forefinger 
for a while threatened his musi¬ 


cal career but he has since re¬ 
gained its use. Collins was among 
the founders of the original Phil¬ 
harmonic. 

Glasier, a timekeeper at Plant 
2, plays the violin and has an im¬ 
pressive record in music, includ¬ 
ing many years of teaching. A 
Wisconsin native, he was gradu¬ 
ated with an AB from the Uni¬ 
versity of Wisconsin, received his 
master’s at Arizona University 
and taught music theory for ten 
years at the University of Arkan¬ 
sas. He came to the coast in 
about 1947, studied at USC, 
taught in Anaheim, El Centro and 
at Sweetwater before joining 
Convair in late 1950. He has been 
playing with the Philharmonic 
since its inception and has two 
musically inclined children, Jona¬ 
than, 9, who plays the piano and 
Janis, 12, who is taking voice. 

Womack, who has been a Con¬ 
vair dispatcher for two and a half 
years, started with the violin at 
the age of 8. Following gradua¬ 
tion from Hoover High he joined 
the Air Force and as a radio 
operator flew 35 combat missions 
over Germany — in Convair-built 
B-24s. Following the war he at¬ 
tended the New School of Music 
in Philadelphia for four years, 
was a member of the Denver 
symphony from 1950 to 1952 and 
has been an active member of 
San Diego's summer symphony 
and the Philharmonic. 

Werner Janssen will conduct 
the winter series this year, as he 
did last. The first starts Oct. 17 
with the second scheduled for 
Nov. 21. 


SD DELEGATION BACK 
FROM CONVENTION 

Convair SD Management Club’s 
delegates to the National Associ¬ 
ation of Foremen convention were 
back in town this week to report 
a “very successful” meeting. 

President Lee House led ‘the 
San Diego group to Cincinnati 
that included Mike Alianelli, C. 
W. Clark, Jim Petricola, J. L. 
Terrien and Harry Rote. 


THE "DEAN" —With nearly 
half century of music behind 
him, Henry Simpson, SD assem¬ 
bler, is unofficial "dean" of 
Convair musical group. 


Convair Fort Worth rated an 
official resolution of thanks from 
the Fort Worth Chamber of Com¬ 
merce last month. 


DIPPING INTO THE PAST—Robert L. Turner Jr. of Convair 
Daingerfield examines part of his collection of relics from peoples 
of the past. It all started with a rabbit hunt . . . 

Out of the Past 

Indian Relics Replace Rabbits 
As Goal of Daingerfield Hunts 


Robert L. Turner Jr., of Con¬ 
vair Daingerfield, is one hobbyist 
who leaves no stone unturned. 

He can’t afford to. He might 
miss something valuable. 

Turner’s hobby is collecting 
Indian artifacts, and he never 
knows when or where he’s going 
to find them. 

For instance, he and his father 
were rabbit hunting 17 years ago 
when they found several arrow- 
points. That ended the rabbit 
hunting days for the Turners. 
From then on they started spend¬ 
ing more and more time looking 
for Indian relics. 

German Air Figures 
Guests at San Diego 

Two of Germany’s top ranking 
civil aviation figures were guests 
at Convair San Diego late last 
month. 

Dr. Kurt Knipfer and Dr. Fritz 
Ulrich Schmidt-Ott, of the Civil 
Aviation Department of the Ger¬ 
man federal transportation minis¬ 
try, were guests of Convair Pres¬ 
ident Joseph T. McNarney. They 
were on a tour of the aviation in¬ 
dustry of the United States. 

Lufthansa, Germany’s embry¬ 
onic airline, has ordered several 
Convair-Liner 340s for use on its 
lines once it is allowed to operate 
again. 

340s Are Now Flying 
Tijuana-Mexico City 

Convair-Liner 340s were put in¬ 
to service between Tijuana and 
Mexico City for the first time 
Sept. 26 by Aeronaves de Mexico. 

Aeronaves de Mexico is now 
Mexico’s largest air transporta¬ 
tion company, having merged re¬ 
cently with Aeronaves Reforma 
and LAMSA. 

Service between the two points 
is now on a daily basis with 
flights from Mexico City to 
Tijuana in the mornings and re¬ 
turn in the afternoons. 


Included in his collection are 
approximately 3,000 projectile 
points, 150 bowls, many bottles 
and pots, as well as clay pipes, 
beads and axes. 

“You never know where you’re 
going to find these treasures,” 
Turner said. “We found some 
bottles and pots only four miles 
from the Convair plant here.” 

Turner, an assistant research 
group engineer in the supersonic 
wind tunnel department, also has 
some stone figures and a pottery 
mask which he found in Mexico. 

During World War II he served 
as a lieutenant in the Navy. 
Luckily he was able to increase 
his collection with articles picked 
up on his travels. 

He picked up articles from the 
natives of Admiralty Island and 
Dutch New Guinea. 

“Actually,” said .Turner, “the 
way of life of these people is so 
primitive you might say they are 
just now emerging from the stone 
age—here in our modern air age. 
It’s an interesting parallel.” 

More interesting to Turner, 
though, was the fact that many 
of the articles he picked up from 
the people of New Guinea were 
almost identical in form and use 
to those American Indian articles 
he had previously collected. 

“A hobby like this,” Turner 
said, “is really interesting. Not 
only does it give you an idea of 
the ingenuity of primitive peo¬ 
ples, but when you make compari¬ 
sons of pieces from lands thou¬ 
sands of miles apart, it sort of 
makes you believe people really 
are the same all over the world.” 


It was for the work Convair 
did in support of the city’s effort 
to obtain improved airline service 
between Amon Carter Interna¬ 
tional Airport and the cities of 
the northeast part of the nation 
(Convairiety, Sept. 22). 

“We know the aviation indus¬ 
try is the biggest generator of 
airline passengers in the area,” 
said Marion L. Hicks, Convair 
assistant manager and a member 
of the chamber’s aviation com¬ 
mittee. 

“Yet because of airline sched¬ 
ules, many men in the aircraft 
industry now must use an airport 
(Love Field in Dallas) which is 
quite inconvenient.” 

At a Civil Aeronautics Board 
hearing in Washington last 
month, Hicks testified that Con¬ 
vair people made a total of 19,887 
trips between January of 1953 
and August of 1954. 

The board at press time had not 
issued a ruling. 

Carter Field Haven 
For Three B-36s 

The generous runways of Amon 
Carter International Airport 
proved handy to three Air Force 
B-36s Sept. 25. 

The Eighth Air Force craft, re¬ 
turning from a training mission, 
first approached Carswell Air 
Force Base. They found the run¬ 
ways in darkness due to power 
failure. 

One of the planes was sent to 
Tinker AFB at Oklahoma City. 
Three others landed at Carter. 

Said Carter operations Supt. 
Bill Carter: 

“We can land the whole Air 
Force if they want us to.” 

Two Visiting Groups 
Tour Convair Plant 

Two groups of visitors were 
guests on tours of Convair Fort 
Worth last month to get an 
inside look at Convair operations. 

Eighteen Air Force personnel 
from the USAF Institute of 
Technology at Wright Patterson 
AFB were set to inspect the nu¬ 
clear area with Dr. R. D. O’Neal, 
director for the nuclear program. 

Also touring the plant were 
a group of controllers and top 
accounting personnel from air¬ 
craft companies of the Fort 
Worth-Dallas area. 


Convairieiy Reunites 
Former Neighbors 

Last week Bill Arnold of Dept. 
6 at FW dropped into the Con¬ 
vairiety office and inquired about 
Paul Jackson of Pomona, who had 
been featured in a story in the 
Sept. 22 issue. 

Seems they used to be neigh¬ 
bors in Sterling, Kan. back in 
1939, and this was the first word 
Arnold had received on Jackson’s 
whereabouts. 




/ 




New Hours Set for 


Safety Cribs at SD 

New hours for the main safety 
crib at Convair San Diego’s Plant 
1 were announced this week by 
M. C. Val Dez, safety supervisor. 

The crib, located in the north 
end of Building 32, will be open 
from 7 a.m. until 10 a.m. and 
from 12:30 p.m. until 9 p.m. 

The safety crib at Plant 2, loc¬ 
ated on the second floor, Col. 
2C-15, Building 2, operates from 
9 a.m. until 12 noon and from 
12:30 until 5:30 p.m. 


"We like living here. 


It's only a stone's throw from Dick's work." 
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500 Attend Annual CRA Picnic at Mt. Pleasant for Daingerfield Folks 



It was a big day for Convair Daingerfield folk on Sept. 19 . . . the annual CRA 
picnic . . . the day started with games for children of all ages . , . kiddies made 
mad scramble for snoes . . . and later—bingo . . . here Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Wal¬ 


lace and Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Roye look very absorbed in game . . . then came 
time for gate prize . . . Jimmy Tate drew name with assist from Noble Moore 
as Charlie Forrest looks on . . . 



Mrs. Julia Williams, of jet engine department, was the lucky one . . . Dave Cum- 
ming, CRA president, awarded her the one-ton air-conditioner . . . then thanks 


for good year of work were expressed by T. K. Ewan, assistant inspector for U. S. 
Navy . . . food, food, and more food was furnished by employees. 


CRA Activities 


Fort Worth 


ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. Fall tournament 


Oct. 9-10. 

BADMINTON—Kenneth • Browne, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2131. Regular play 7-10 
p.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, W. C. 

S BXufc&M SaNCING-I. M. Pembcr- 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 


Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Britain, commissioner, 


LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. CI-63323. Practice 6:30-9:30 
Tuesdays, W. C. Stripling Jr. High. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. Play each Friday, CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S, Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 


snin co-oruinaior. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES — 
J. E. Pair ? commissioner, ext. 4283. Mon¬ 
thly meeting, checker club, 9 a.m.-1:30 
p.m,, Oct. 9, CRA Center. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120, Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a,m, each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aide, col. 

71-R. . . 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. “My Dear Children” three-act 
comedy, 8:15 Oct. 7, 8, 9, 15 and 16. 


FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. Ice skating every night 
ice is in Coliseum. Class instruction 7 to 
8 p.m. every Tuesday. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE— R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, 
commissioner, ext. 5138. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Oct. 6, 13 club meeting and 
code and theory class, 8 p.m. CRA Center. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA of¬ 
fice, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING — Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 



WINNERS—Stan Orrick presents awards to contest winners R. 
B. Bryson, Charles Cope, Mrs. A. L. Johnson and Leslie S. Norman. 


Fun for All! 


g roups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tues- 
ays at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Regular play Oct. 8, 
Central YMCA, Oct. 12, 14, CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradlev, commissioner, 
ext 7203. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. each 
Monday, Ernest Parker Jr. High. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at URA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner. ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 
Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonheim, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 380. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
ext. 377. 


R. B. Bryson's strikingly beau¬ 
tiful color slide of Virginia Falls 
was named best slide in the recent 
CRA plant-wide camera contest. 
He won a slide projector for his 
winning entry. 

In second place was a Japanese 
snow scene of Mount Azama 
taken by Charles Cope. He won 
a Weston light meter. 

Third place winner was Mrs. 

A. L. Johnson with an unusual 
variation on a sunset picture en¬ 
titled “Sundown." She won a 
slide screen. 

Mrs. Leslie S. Norman won 
fourth place with her brilliantly 
colored slide entitled “Glacial 
Jewel." Mrs. Norman received a 
slide file. 

Other winners who received a 
year's subscription to Photogra¬ 
phy Magazine were: J. A. Lap- 
ham, Mrs. Johnson, James Sinet, 
Loys E. Wright, Edith Eggles¬ 
ton, Donald Brown, R. B. Bryson, 
Ann Garrett, R. J. Patton, Emil 

B. Eichholtz. 

Judges for the contest were 
Fred Carlile, Joyce Hendry, Marie 
Orrick, Miles Rogers, and George 
Lockhart. 


Gate Prize Is Won 
By Mrs. Williams 

Five hundred Convair Dainger¬ 
field employees and their families 
had themselves a fine time on 
Sept. 19 at the annual CRA 
picnic. 

It was held at Dellwood Park 
in Mt. Pleasant. The affair began 
with a “get acquainted" hour 
highlighted by games and con¬ 
tests for the grown-ups. 

Then at 4 p.m., bingo was 
staged for all employees. Twenty 
of them won prizes with their 
winning cards. 

An hour later Mrs. Julia Wil¬ 
liams was the lucky winner of 
the gate prize—a one-ton refrig¬ 
erated air-conditioner. Mrs. Wil¬ 
liams is in the jet engine depart¬ 
ment. 

Dave Cumming, CRA president, 
welcomed employees on behalf of 
CRA. Appreciation for the past 
year's work was expressed both 
by N. H. Moore, manager of in¬ 
dustrial relations and security, 
and T. K. Ewan, assistant in¬ 
spector of naval material. 


There were 163 entries received 
for the contest. 

“And they were outstanding 
work," he said. “They were very 
definitely on a par with work 
turned in by our regular camera 
activity members in our quarterly 
contests." 


7 Dear Children 7 
Curtain Rings Up 
Thursday Night 

Tomorrow night the curtain 
rises on Wing and Masque's first 
CRA production of the season, 
“My Dear Children." 

And by all signs, the play 
should delight the audience. It's 
a story of a matinee idol who is 
suddenly confronted by three 
daughters of three former mar¬ 
riages. 

The three-act comedy is one in 
which John Barrymore starred. 
Performances will be given Oct. 
7, 8, 9, 15 and 16. 

Director of the play is Murrel 
Morris. Her cast includes Bill 
Vance as Manville, the success¬ 
ful but tempermental movie idol, 
Jeanne Clark, Lucille Love, Jean 
Harrison, Barbie Brown, Carol 
Sue Kidd, J. D. Goodman, James 
Ratcliff, Raye King, Harry Wei- 
mer, Jack J. Forney, A1 Coorey, 
David Coombs, and Dick Lederer. 

Behind the scenes are Harry 
Weimer as technical director; 
Carol Sue Kidd as stage manager; 
Ben Johnson on lighting; Bill 
Harrison on sound and music; 
Martha Kidd on properties; Ruth 
Brown and Isabelle Harris on 
costumes; and Ralph Hopkins 
who did the poster work. 

Tickets are 85 cents and are on 
sale at the CRA office. The play 
will be staged at the CRA Play¬ 
house, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 



ON STAGE—James Ratcliff, Al Coorey, David Coombs, Raye 
King, J. C. Goodman rehearse lines for "My Dear Children." 


Bryson Takes First in CRA's 
Color Slide Competition 
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Annual Fall CRA Archery Meet 
Is Next Weekend at Ranch; 
Matches Set (or Both Days 

Convair “Robinhoods” will take bow and arrow in hand 
and head for the CRA Ranch Saturday and Sunday. 

That’s when CRA’s big fall archery tournament will be 
held on Oct. 9 and 10. Events will get under way at 8 a.m. 


Cage Season Open, 
Practice Starts 

Ed Tucknies tossed up the sea¬ 
son’s first basketball last night 
and officially opened CRA’s 
basketball season. 

Fall practice sessions got under 
way at 6:30 p.m. and continued 
until 9:30 p.m. Sessions will con¬ 
tinue every Tuesday for first 
shift teams. 

This year, special arrangements 
have been made so second shift 
employees may also participate 
in the basketball activity. 

Workouts will be held from 10 
a.m. to noon on week days. Em¬ 
ployees interested in signing up 
for the second shift basketball 
sessions, should contact Tucknies 
at CI-63323. 

First shift employees interested 
in practicing with the group are 
invited to join them at W. C. 
Stripling Junior High School. 

Tucknies invited any and all 
Convair employees interested in 
basketball to attend the practice 
sessions. Several teams will prob¬ 
ably be entered in city-wide play 
later this fall. 


on both days. 

Events scheduled for Saturday 
are York event for men; first 
American and first Columbia for 
women; and first and second 
junior American for juniors. A 
clout shoot for all participants 
will be held at 4 p.m. 

On Sunday a special flight 
shoot will be held at 7 a.m. Men’s 
first American, women’s second 
American, and junior’s third 
American will begin at 8:30. 

At 1 p.m. that day, men’s sec¬ 
ond American, women’s second 
Columbia, and junior’s fourth 
junior American will be held. 

The men’s combination York 
and Double American score takes 
the four-tournament rotating tro¬ 
phy. In the women’s division, the 
combined Columbia and Double 
American takes the women’s four 
tournament trophy. 

Permanent trophies and medals 
will go for second and third 
places. 

Entry fee is $2.50 for visiting 
adults and $2 for juniors. There 
is no fee for Convair Fort Worth 
employees or members of their 
families. 

H. L. Lucas, commissioner, in¬ 
vited all Convair archers to enter 
the tournament, or just come out 
and watch. 

Interested employees should 
send entries to Lucas at 4908 
Marks PL, Fort Worth. 


Tryouts for Wing and Masque's 
'Autumn Garden' Are Next Week 


Tryouts for Wing and Masque’s 
second production of the 1954-55 
season will be held next week, 
Stan Brown, CRA drama com¬ 
missioner, announced this week. 

The play is “Autumn Garden”, 
written by famed playwright Lil¬ 
lian Heilman. 

Dates of tryouts are 3 p.m. 


Sunday, Oct. 10 and 8 p.m. Mon¬ 
day, Oct. 11. They will be held 
at the Wing and Masque Play¬ 
house, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 

Director of the play is Everett 
Morris, of engineering. 

He invited all Convair em¬ 
ployees interested in drama to 
participate in the tryouts. 



ARCHERS—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, helps out Robert Moore 
as brother Joe looks on. They're boning up for fall tourney this 
weekend. Emblem may be earned by CRA archers. 



LAST HOLE—Carl Hoera f right s gets ready to putt on last green as Jack Samuelson, A. J. Baskin 
and Cecil Wilson look on. Scene was plant-wide golf tourney at Glen Garden Country Club. 



CHAMP—Carl Hoera receives trophy from Commissioner Lawrence Armstrong (right) after Hoera 
turned in winning score to Armstrong (left) during recent plant-wide tourney. 


Carl Hoera CRA Golf Titlist with Low of 307; 
Tyl er, Young Tie for Second with 310 Each 


Carl Hoera copped the CRA golf title this week after 
some well-played golf matches in the big CRA plant-wide 
contest. 

His winning score was 307. In runner-up spot, J. T. Tyler 
and George Young were tied with 310. Third place went to 


Bridge Classes 
Begin on Friday 

If you’ve never learned how to 
play bridge—or you just know 
a smattering about the game, 
here’s your chance! 

Once again the CRA bridge 
activity will sponsor lessons for 
Convair employees so they may 
learn the fundamentals of one of 
the world’s most popular card 
games. 

Classes on the Goren point 
count bidding system of bridge 
will begin this Friday, Oct. 8. 
They will be taught by H. H. 
Pinkerton who has instructed 
many classes at Convair, Carswell 
and for other organizations in 
the city. 

Classes will be held from 7 to 
8 p.m. for six weeks. After the 
instruction period, students may 
play in the regular session of 
duplicate or party bridge, start¬ 
ing at 8:15 p.m. 

Cost for the lessons is $3— 
or 50 cents per lesson. This is 
payable at the CRA office before 
the classes, or that night at the 
CRA Center. The price includes 
a book on the Goren system. 

Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
invited all Convair employees who 
want to learn to play bridge to 
join the classes. 


Club to Hear Talk 

Carlotta Corpran, of the Texas 
State College for Women faculty, 
will be the guest speaker at the 
CRA camera club meeting Oct. 
11. Her subject will be “Creative 
Photography.” Meeting time is 
7:30 p.m. at the CRA Center. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


J. D. Samuelson and A. J. Bas¬ 
kin, tied with 311. 

Other scorers in championship 
flight were J. T. Ramsel and Bob 
Montgomery, 316; Ray Lanham, 
Lawrence Armstrong, W. Waddle 
with 317; E. Burner, 318; J. W. 
Doggett, ~H. Law, 319; M. D. 
Rhodes, 320; B. N. Hudson, 321 
and J. M. Cudd, 327. 

First flight winner was Ray 
Bissell with a 323. Fred Foster 
was second with a 324 and E. R. 
Muncy was third with a 329. 
Others were H. L. Cole, 330; Bob 
Mitchum, 331; Ken Dunn, 333; 
H. H. Black, 338; W. J. Barr, 339; 
and Bob Gabbe, 343. 

Winner of the second flight 
was L. Jacobson who defeated 
J. P. Schoonover one up. In the 
third flight, R. P. Cozad beat L. 

E. Maxwell. Fourth flight winner 
was C. Wilkerson, one up over 
W. P. Tharp. 

Fifth flight winner was G. W. 
Bernard, two up over F. A. 
Pieper. M. W. Cristman downed 

F. B. Petty one up in the sixth 
flight. R. G. Freer was seventh 
flight victor over C. J. Lane, one 
up. 

Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, awarded trophies and cer¬ 
tificates to winners. 


Volleyball is back in full swing! 
That’s what H. L. Shaw, com¬ 
missioner, reported this week. 

The group meets from 7 to 
9:30 p.m. each Monday at Erhest 
Parker Junior High School, 1015 
S. Jennings. 

Shaw invited all Convair em- 


Browne Named 
Commissioner 

Kenneth Browne, tool and op¬ 
eration planner at Convair Fort 
Worth, was named new CRA 
badminton commissioner this 
week. He succeeds Bob Sprague, 
who resigned. 

Browne, a 
Convair em¬ 
ployee for 10 
years, first join¬ 
ed the CRA bad¬ 
minton group 
last year. 

“I really took 
a liking to the 
game,” he said, 
“and I’ve been 
playing ever 
since.” 

The badminton activity will put 
the season into action next Mon¬ 
day, Oct. 11, at W. C. Stripling 
Junior High School. They will 
play from 7 to 10 p.m. each Mon¬ 
day. 

“We’re lining up some tourna¬ 
ments and* good sessions for the 
season,” said Browne. “We’d like 
to invite everyone who wants to 
play badminton. 


ployees to join the group. 

“Bring the whole family,” he 
said. “There’s always something 
going on. And volleyball can be 
played equally as well by men, 
women and children.” 

Further information is* avail¬ 
able at the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


Volleyball Season Opens for 
Men, Women and Children 



Browne 
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MODERN MAGIC—In center picture Vito Scuito, San Diego dispatcher, is 
writing a progress report on new TelAutograph machine located in the plant, while 
at far right message "comes out here" as Mrs. Margaret Kramer receives it at 


manufacturing control center. Device maintains fast and sure communication 
regarding progress of parts fabrication. At left, Mrs. Agnes Bailey presides over 
master file. 


'Pallet' System Speeds 
FW Material Handling 

If it’s “palletable”—put it on a pallet. 

That might be the motto of Convair Fort Worth’s ma¬ 
terial department as more and more items used in the 
plant are tied on pallets for more efficient handling. 


Convair Installs New 
Communications Device 

A new system of “writing by telephone wires” has 
been introduced on a limited scale at San Diego as a 
speedier and more efficient means of keeping tabs on the 
progress of parts under fabrication. 


Take plywood sheets, for in- 
stance. For years, these have 
come by truck and train in car¬ 
load lots. And in single sheets. 

As explained by Henry Jones, 
manager of material: 

“To unload and warehouse these 
plywood sheets, we had to use 
three men and a fork lift. 

“Each sheet had to be handled 
individually twice. And there are 
2,400 sheets in a carload. That 
means 4,800 operations. 

“This took a total of 24 man¬ 
hours. 

Thing are different now. After 
Convair buyers persuaded the 
vendor to put steel bands around 
packages of 100 sheets, a carload 
can be handled by one man with 
a fork lift in two hours. This is 
a saving of 22 manhours per car¬ 
load. 

Paper towels—which we also 
buy in carload lots—had a similar 
history. For years, each box in 
the carload—and there are 600 to 
a load—had to be handled by 
hand. As a result of negotiations 
with the manufacturers, they are 
now banded on expendable paper 
pallets. Unloading a carload now 
takes one man 2.6 hours—as com¬ 
pared to 20-plus hours previously. 

Then there’s “ditto” paper— 
3,600,000 sheets to the carload. 
The old method took three men 
18 manhours to unload. Now the 
packages are palletized into 12 
cartons of 20 reams each. One 
Convair employee with a lift 
truck can do the whole job in 1.7 
hours. 

“One of the most obvious im¬ 
provements we’ve come up with,” 
says Jones, “was the handling of 
kirksite and lead pigs. They used 
to come to us loose on the floor 
of a box car. Each one of them 
weighs about 100 pounds—and we 
had to pick them up by hand to 
unload them. 

“Now we have the pigs tied 
into a self-contained unit and 
they’re handled by lift truck.” 

Another example was in hard¬ 
ware. Nails, nuts, bolts and the 
like used to come into the plant 
in the bulk—10,000 to 50,000 
pieces per box. 


“To receive, warehouse and dis¬ 
burse such items, we had to count 
them and repackage them. To 
eliminate this, we had the stuff 
packaged in disbursement quanti¬ 
ties, properly identified and label¬ 
ed by the vendor. 

“It is now Convair FW policy 
to study each new item we’re 
planning to buy to determine in 
advance the best method of pack¬ 
aging it. This reduces cost of un¬ 
loading, taking inventory and 
handling from the receiving dock 
to the time the item is used. 

“Packaging—palletizing—what¬ 
ever you want to call it, it really 
pays off.” 


Passengers aboard an Ameri¬ 
can Airlines Convair-Liner were 
eye witnesses to an aerial 
drama early this month when 
the Convair-built transport 
guided a “lost” Air Force jet 
to a safe landing. 

The AA Convair Flagship 
cleared LaGuardia Field, New 
York, Sept. 16 bound for Buf¬ 
falo with 19 passengers. AA 
Captain Lloyd D. Reinhard was 
at the controls with First Offi¬ 
cer G. O. Koncz and Stewardess 
Del O’Malley as crew members. 

As the Convair emerged from 
clouds, an Air Force T-33 cir¬ 
cled the transport and the pilot, 


AF B-36s Establish 
New Engine Record 

A new record for engines on 
AF B-36s was set recently by 
the Seventh Bomb Wing at Cars¬ 
well Air Force Base. 

When four engines were pulled, 
they were still operating effi- 
ciently^-and they had put in 820 
hours and 35 minutes without 
overhaul or major repair. 

The time was scored between 
January, 1952, and August, 1954. 
Between 10 and 15 different AF 
crews had been on the plane. 



P. W. Bethea, standing beside 
recently installed TelAutograph 
machines, is responsible for in¬ 
novation at San Diego. He 
made suggestion through CIP. 
New system provides fast com¬ 
munication regarding parts. 


Lt. Preston Maddocks, pointed 
to his helmet to indicate his 
radio was not functioning. His 
generator was also disabled, it 
was revealed later. 

Capt. Reinhard radioed the 
jet’s base to find it had cleared 
with three hours’ fuel supply. 
The airliner led the plane to its 
home base only to find the ceil¬ 
ing was too low for landing. 

Using hand signals, the Con¬ 
vair then guided the jet back to 
LaGuardia Field where the two 
planes, flying formation, made 
an approach and the jet set 
down. The Convair-Liner then 
circled and came in to refuel. 

Passengers aboard the air¬ 
liner were given a running ac¬ 
count of the struggle by the 
crew and burst into applause 
when the jet settled down safe¬ 
ly with less than five minutes’ 
fuel supply remaining. 

Brig. Gen. James W. Mc¬ 
Cauley, commander of the 26th 
Air Division (Defense), com¬ 
mended the American crew say¬ 
ing in part: “Not only did you 
avert a possible disaster by tak¬ 
ing the action that you did, but 
you definitely saved a plane 
and its pilot. I cannot compli¬ 
ment you highly enough.” 


“Up until now, in-process con¬ 
trol of detailed fabrication has 
involved a good deal of leg work,” 
T. F. McAleer, chief of manufac¬ 
turing control, Plant 1, explained. 

“Our people have made beaten 
paths into the factory and back 
to headquarters to report the 
status of different parts as to 
whether they are on schedule, and 
if not, why not. 

“To reduce a lot of this leg 
work, and to improve our system 
of written records, P. W. Bethea, 
manufacturing control supervisor, 
suggested on a Cost Improvement 
Proposal that we adopt a device 
known commercially as TelAuto¬ 
graph.” 

Convair SD thought enough of 
the idea to install the machines— 
19 of them—on an experimental 
basis in fabrication areas at Plant 
1 and five in the manufacturing 
control file area. In effect, they 
provided fast and sure communi¬ 
cation from the shop to headquar¬ 
ters, and supplied a written rec¬ 
ord that is not subject to being 
lost or mislaid. And the written 
record is in the individual’s own 
handwriting. 

Here’s how it works: 

Dispatchers in the factory area 
keep progress reports on the 


An Air Force C-131D estab¬ 
lished a new non-stop record for 
twin engine transports between 
San Diego and Washington, D. C., 
Sept. 19, covering the distance in 
7 hours, 49 minutes. 

The Convair-built transport 
based on the Convair-Liner 340 
design was flown by Lt. Col. 
George J. Byars, commanding of¬ 
ficer of the 1299th Air Transport 
Squadron at Bolling AFB, Wash¬ 
ington, D. C. Four Air Force 
men and 2,000 pounds of cargo 
were aboard. 

Col. Byars took delivery of the 
first C-131Ds for Military Air 
Transport Service the week be¬ 
fore and returned to Bolling AFB 


items as they move from raw 
stock to finished parts. These re¬ 
ports are turned in at a control 
center and overall records kept. 
With TelAutograph, the dis¬ 
patcher merely writes out the 
report on one of the machines in 
his area. At the same time, elec¬ 
trical impulses cause the same 
writing to appear on a machine in 
the control area, thus providing 
written records at both points. 

In the control area, clerks take 
the reports off the machines and 
enter them on a master file for 
that particular part. Should that 
schedule fall behind, immediate 
action can be taken to determine 
why. Colored tabs on these cards 
indicate whether that particular 
stock is on or behind schedule or 
being held for one reason or 
another. 

“At the control point we can 
tell immediately the status of 
any part or work load by check¬ 
ing the master sheet,” Bethea 
said. 

“To date we have used this idea 
only in detailed fabrication,” Mc¬ 
Aleer added. “However, there are 
possibilities it might be expanded 
to other operations in the future, 
if the application continues to be 
successful.” 


with them. He returned later that 
week with 25 Air Force people 
destined for pilot and ground 
school training at Convair SD. 

The C-131D took a circular 
route to set the record, passing 
over Denver, Omaha, Chicago and 
on to Washington. It flew at an 
average of 272 knots per hour 
with speeds up to 324 knots 
(ground speed) at altitudes above 
16,000 feet. The distance is ap¬ 
proximately 2,335 statute miles. 

Col. Stephen P. Dillon, then Air 
Force plant representative at SD, 
flew non-stop over the same 
route in a C-131A earlier this 
year making the trip in 8 hours, 
10 minutes. 


Disabled Jet Led to Safe Landing 

By an American Airlines Convair 


C-131D Racks up New Speed Mark 
For Twin-Engine Cross-U.S. Hop 



imHIIHHHIW 


ERA OF LIFT—Moving materials by hand is more and more on the way out 
at Fort Worth. Photos above illustrate trend toward packaging in units handled 
by lift truck. Left to right: S. E. Welcher shows how he handles 50-pound cans 


24 at a time; C. T. Masters gets ready to move vast supply of paper towels; 
Leonard Arnold demonstrates how plywood is handled in bundles of 100 instead 
of piecemeal. 
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Air Force Orders B-58s 



C-T-C BOARD—Shown at United Fund kick-off dinner are these members of Convair Employees' 
Con-Trib-Club board of directors and others closely associated with organization. At left, front to 
back: Milton A. Stewart, Ralph Fuhrer, William Dahl, Wallace Jay and Tom G. Croft. At right, front 
to back: J. L. Budros, Fred Chambers, Grady Henry, G. W. Locke, Claude Ingle, Sam E. Keith, Jr., 
and F. F. Gignilliat. 

Convair Beats its Quota 
During Con-Trib Drive 

A whopping- success. 

That’s one way to tell of the Convair Employee’s Con- 
Trib-Club, Inc., campaign which closed last week. The 
results: 


Second YC-131C 
Undergoes Prop 
Testing Program 

Flight testing on the sec¬ 
ond YC-131C was scheduled 
for completion this week by 
a crew from Edwards AFB. 

The Air Force crew has spent 
about two weeks on propeller vib¬ 
ration tests, involving rigorous 
flying to test the first twin- 
engine military turboprop trans¬ 
port. 

First flight in the program was 
made with Capt. J. P. Siegler, 
from Edwards AFB, at the con¬ 
trols. Other crew members were 
Capt. C. L. Gandy, co-pilot, S/Sgt. 
F. C. Newman, M/Sgt. C. P. 
Ford, and W. H. Jennings, tech 
rep from Aeroproducts, manu¬ 
facturer of the propellers. 

The first flight of the 15-hour 
program got under way at 2:45 
p.m. Oct. 8. During the test, pro¬ 
peller vibration was recorded. 
Tests are made to compute the 
probable life of the propellers. 

During the flight, the props 
were tested in take-off and climb, 
level flight at 10,000, 20,000 and 
30,000 feet at all speeds. Test¬ 
ing was made at speed ranges 
from stall to top speed. High 
speed dives and single engine 
tests were made. The first flight 
lasted three hours and 10 min¬ 
utes. 

After testing is complete, the 
plane will be delivered to the Air 
Force. The plane will then under¬ 
go more extensive testing at Ed¬ 
wards AFB. 

Frontier Party 
This Saturday 

There’s big doings slated for 
Saturday night! 

That’s when the Convair Fort 
Worth Management Club will 
stage its annual Frontier Party 
at the Casino. 

And there are plenty of beard¬ 
ed faces around Convair to prove 
that interest is high. Prizes will 
be awarded to the lucky individ¬ 
uals with * the “best”—and the 
“worst” beards. 

There’ll be other prizes too. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Candidates For 
FW M Club 
Offices Named 

The nominating- commit¬ 
tee of the Convair Fort 
Worth Management Club 
this week announced its 
slate of candidates for 1955 
officers. 

Candidates for president are: 
D. H. Curlee, Dept. 27; W. H. 
Govett, Dept. 50; and S. J. Mid¬ 
dleton, Dept. 24-7. 

For vice president (days): M. 
C. Baumgardner, Dept. 24; L. C. 
Calhoun, Dept. 22; and R. E. 
Walkington, Dept. 20. Nights: 
S. R. Allen, Dept. 20; G. P. Glee- 
son, Dept. 22; and J. E. McBride, 
Dept. 14. 

Candidates for corresponding 
secretary are: D. G. Brew, Dept. 
22; F. W. Buehler, Dept. 7-2; and 
R. A. Wagner, Dept. 3-3. Record¬ 
ing secretary: J. L. Coburn, Dept. 
27; T. G. Croft, Dept. 3; and W. 
H. Knight, Dept. 25. 

Treasurer candidates are: F. F. 
Gignilliat, Dept. 3; J. R. May¬ 
berry, Dept. 9; and P. J. Quinli- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


104.2 per cent of quota, or pled¬ 
ges of $190,306.92, and more than 
91 per cent participation. 

This compares with a dollar 
goal of $182,705. 

Of the amount, $121,693 was 
pledged Oct. 11 at the first re¬ 
port meeting of the Fort Worth- 
Tarrant County United Fund 
campaign, which supports 43 
charitable and educational agen¬ 
cies of the community. 

Remainder of the Con-Trib- 
Club budget will be established 
later, but it is expected to follow 
closely the pattern of past years. 
Principal other organizations re¬ 
ceiving support include John 
Peter Smith Hospital (formerly 
City-County), Tuberculosis Soc¬ 
iety, Visually Handicapped Child¬ 
ren, Mentally Retarded Children, 
and Con-Trib-Club’s own Emer¬ 
gency Aid program for Convair 
families. 

In the drive, 13 of the 45 de¬ 
partments reached over 100 per 
cent of participation quota; Quota 
was 95 per cent of employees in 
each department. 

But many more went far over 
the dollar quota because em¬ 
ployees on an average gave more 
than was expected of them. 

Twenty-nine departments turn¬ 
ed in more than 100 per cent of 
their dollar goals. 

“This,” said August C. Esen- 
wein, “is only another vivid 
demonstration of the generosity 
of Convair employees and their 
loyalty to their fellow men.” 
Esenwein is Con-Trib-Club presi¬ 
dent and Convair Fort Worth 
manager. 

Highest dollar percentage—135 
—was reached by estimating 
(Dept. 18), which includes 36 peo¬ 
ple. Thirty-four signed up. 

Highest percentage of partici¬ 
pation—107.1 per cent of quota— 
was reached by process control 
(Dept. 28). 

Listed below are all Convair 
Fort Worth departments which 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Samaritan Defies 
Weather to Carry 
Injured Navy Man 

Still another serviceman has 
benefited from the advanced aero 
medical services offered by an 
Air Force C-131A “Flying Sam¬ 
aritan,” it was revealed recently. 

Lawrence Archibald, USN, was 
flown from France Field, Pan¬ 
ama, to Brookley AFB, Ala., 
aboard a C-54 transport after 
suffering injuries in a diving acci¬ 
dent in Panama. He was suffer¬ 
ing from a fractured back and 
paralysis from the hips down. 
Adverse weather conditions pro¬ 
hibited continuation of the flight 
to Mitchell AFB, New York, 
where he was scheduled for 
emergency treatment. 

The Convair-bujlt transport at¬ 
tached to the 1735th Air Trans¬ 
port Squadron (AE) of the Air 
Force took over. The pressurized 
cabin, smoothness of flight and 
the speed of the “Samaritan” 
made the final le^ of the journey 
possible despite bad weather. 

Two flight nurses made the 
final leg, one operating oxygen 
equipment and a power suction 
machine necessary for the patient. 


A full year without a lost time 
injury. . . . 

That’s the enviable safety rec¬ 
ord chalked up by Convair Dain¬ 
gerfield during the past year. It 
represents 575,000 manhours of 
work. 

These figures, effective Sept. 
30, comprise the second longest 
record. The other, 728 days, 
started when the plant was estab¬ 
lished and continued until May 
29, 1947. 

Since the beginning of the fa¬ 
cility, June 1, 1945, there have 


Supersonic 
Bomber in 
Production 

The United States Air 
Force has ordered an undis¬ 
closed number of B-58 super¬ 
sonic bombers from Convair 
Division of General Dynam¬ 
ics Corporation, Gen. Joseph 
T. McNarney, Convair presi¬ 
dent, announced last week. 

The new bombers will be built 
at Convair’s Fort Worth plant, 
where all the Air Force’s long- 
range B-36 bombers were pro¬ 
duced. 

The Air Force made a simul¬ 
taneous announcement in Wash- 
igton, D. C. The portion of the 
Air Force announcement pertain¬ 
ing to the B-58 is as follows: 

“Secretary of the Air Force 
Harold E. Talbott today an¬ 
nounced that the Air Force has 
ordered the Convair B-58 super¬ 
sonic bomber into "initial produc¬ 
tion. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Volunteers Get 
Fire Fight Tips 

“Visiting firemen” learned a 
little more about the art of fire 
fighting this month—thanks to 
Convair Fort Worth. 

The firemen were members of 
the Tarrant County Volunteer 
Fire Fighters Association, a 
group headed by Mason Lank¬ 
ford, process control department 
employee. They held a one-day 
school in White Settlement. 

Helping out from Convair were 
Chief C. H. Jones, Capt. A. L. 
Bridges, Capt. T. W. Atterberry, 
Lt. Jack Fletcher, Lt. J. D. Weav¬ 
er and C. W. Flowers who is also 
chief of the White Settlement 
Fire Department. They staged 
demonstrations and gave lectures 
on different phases of fire fight¬ 
ing. 

Approximately 35 Convair em¬ 
ployees served as instructors or 
students in the program. Many 
were volunteer fire fighters from 
Chico and Weatherford. 

Other instructors were from 
Dallas, Grand Prairie, Detroit, 
Mich., Carswell AFB, and Bell 
Aircraft Corp. Those attending 
were from all Tarrant County de¬ 
partments. 

Demonstrations and classes 
were given on rescue, first aid 
and protective equipment; salvage 
operations; radio operation pro¬ 
cedures; pump operation; aircraft 
crash fire fighting (using an old 
(Continued on Page 2) 


been only 30 lost time injuries. 
And none was serious. 

More than four and a quarter 
million manhours have been ac¬ 
cumulated by these Convair em¬ 
ployees. In addition, an estimated 
million manhours have been com¬ 
piled by employees of other firms 
there, Navy personnel and visiting 
test people. 

According to Noble Moore, 
Daingerfield manager of indus¬ 
trial relations and security, the 
record is extremely good since the 
(Continued on Page 2) 



CREW—This Air Force crew from Edwards AFB is putting the 
second yC-l3IC through propeller vibration tests of 15-hour testing 
program. They are, left to right: Capt. J. P. Siegler, pilot; Capt. 
C. L. Gandy, co-pilot; Bill Jennings, Aeroproducts rep.; S/Sgt. F. C. 
Newman, and M/Sg,t. C. P. Ford. 


Daingerfield Completes Full Year 
Without a Single Lost Time Injury 
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Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are due 
during the period Oct. 1 through Oct. 
15: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, T. L. Maclin ; 
Dept. 6, W. F. Wright; Dept. 7, F. W. 
Buehler Jr. ; Dept. 20, L. L. Roberts, 

J. P. Sadler. Dept. 22, G. W. Hendrix. 
Dept. 24, O. L. Koiner, T. L. 

Smith; Dept. 25, L. F. Caddell, R. 

Queenan, F. J. Tesar; Dept. 27, C. C. 
Flagg. W. M. Young; Dept. 29, B. A. 
Heffington, S. G. Wasser; Dept. 31, 

O. J. Olsen, J. W. Perry. 

Dept. 47, L. E. Abbott, C. W. Mal¬ 
one ; Dept. 48, C. E. Ambler, C. V. Dor- 
sett, D. A. Shaw, H. W. Turner; Dept. 
63, E. M. Davis; Dept. 64, C. G. 

Griffith, W. C. Smith; 

Dept. 65, A. J. Helton, J. L. Pa'yne, 
A. A. Wrobleski; Dept. 76, W. G. 

Kegley; Dept. 81, R. J. Kuenz; Dept. 
82, K. Gist; Dept. 91, J. H. Gordon ; 

Dept. 94, A. C. Hatcher, F. W. 
Honza, E. J. Kubick, J. D. Payton, 

G. W. Scott, J. O. Teague; Dept. 95, 
D. B. Benton, C. L. Kell, B. W. York; 
Dept. 96, J. R. England, R. L. Har¬ 
bour ; Dept. 99, E. R. Howell. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 4, W. L. All¬ 
good, F. M. Callan Jr., H. Ellis. Dept. 
6, H. R. Bissell, R. L. Lemmon, E. E. 
Murphy, L. J. O’Kelly, J. A. Payne, 

K. E. Tipper, C. E. Warren, D. C. 
Wilson. 

Dept. 9, R. E. Biggerstaff Jr. ; Dept. 
15, H. Wood; Dept. 20, S. L. Burris, 
W. Clark, W. O. Johns, R. M. Pope. 
Dept. 22, T. R. Chilcutt, C. B. Hard¬ 
wick, L. K. Scott, Jr. G. Williams. 

Dept. 24, O. E. Overton, J. A. Stok- 
ley, E. J. Warren; Dept. 25, T. L. 
Boyd; Dept. 27, R. M. Davis, J. H. 
Lee, J. L. Roberts; Dept. 30, J. D. 
Shivers ; 

Dept. 33, J. M. Blackmon, S. P. 
Villanueva; Dept. 40, O. N. Campsey, 
R. D. Dobbs; Dept. 50, M. H. Eilers; 
Dept. 64, D. G. Davis; 

Dept. 74, L. H. Jones; Dept. 75, R. 
D. Caddell, O. Johnson ; Dept. 76, H. H. 
Bagby, F. F. Clark; Dept. 82, A. C. 
Huddleston ; Dept. 94, B. L. Henderson, 

H. R. Williamson; Dept. 96, E. M. 
Haynes; J. H. McCreight, E. W. Wake- 
land. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

CAMACHO—Daughter, Teresa, 8 lbs., 
born Sept. 26 to Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Camacho, Dept. 30. 

McCREIGHT—Son, Keith Allen, 8 lbs. 
10 oz., born Sept. 19 to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. T. McCreight, Dept. 30. 

SPEIGHT—Daughter, Sally Irene, 8 
lbs. 13 oz., born Sept. 26 to Mr. and 
Mrs. J. W. Speight, Dept. 6. 

DAINGERFIELD 

LAWRENCE—Daughter, Lisa Gail, 9 
lbs. 3 oz., born Sept. 28 to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. B. Lawrence, Dept. 1. 

RUSSELL—Son, William Edward, 8 
lbs. .12 oz., born Sept. 4 to Mr. and 
Mrs. M. K. Russell, Dept.. 3. 

REYNOLDS—Daughter, Laura Jane, 
7 lbs., 8 oz., born Sept. 17 to Mr. and 
Mrs. W. T. Reynolds, Dept. 8. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees received em¬ 
ployee suggestion awards totaling 

$129.86 for the period ending Oct. 4: 

Dept. 20, Traffic: M. L. Carter, J. E. 
Dering, B. R. Israel. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: John 
D. Greer. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing and Engines: 

John Keck. 

Dept. 75, Electronics: E. L. West, 

J. W. Little. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective Oct. 4 are: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to technical as¬ 
sistant supervisor, P. H. Billman Jr. ; 
to senior design engineer, B. H. Bloor 
Jr., F. L. Saffarrans Jr., B. J. 
Sprague, J. T. Werner, B. B. Witte Jr. ; 
F. M. Paget Jr. ; 

To group engineer, S. O. Chubbuck, 

C. W. Clements, J. V. Crotty, D. C. 
Hamilton Jr., C. E. Hart Jr. ; to engi¬ 
neering publications editor, R. V. Hen¬ 
dricks ; to service engineer, H. J. Kan- 
11 erwuf ; to project design engineer, B. 

D. Kidwell, J. S. Styrsk’y ; to service 
engineer, E. F. Parham ; to design engi¬ 
neer, J. W. Snider; to administrative 
assistant, A. D. Thelen; to senior pro¬ 
pulsion engineer, H. R. Wessooi ; to 
project propulsion engineer, J. R. 
Woolf. 

Dept. 10, Budget: to project budget 
co-ordinator, W. J. Culbertson, G. P. 
Nelson. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: to 
project co-ordinator, L. M. Ardiana; to 
product change analyst, H. E. Bed¬ 
ford, C. L. Cheves, S. D. Heyward Jr., 
R T. Shelton. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tool and opera¬ 
tion plan assistant supervisor, J. M. 
Cudd, J. M. Galioway; to tooling 
analyst, A. C. Garrison. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production ; to 
outside inspection representative, F. E. 
Craugh. 

Dept. 42, B-52 Assemblies: to general 
foreman, R. L. Williaford. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: 
to tool manufacturing assistant fore¬ 
man, J. K. Henderson, M. A. Lighthart. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: to tool manu¬ 
facturing assistant foreman, R. G. 
Lane. 

Dept. 95, Modernization Service: to 
foreman, S. B. Benjamin. 

Lost & Found 

FORT WORTH 

LOST—A “Master” brand combination 
padlock. No. B-37880. Used to lock 
bicycle. Finder please notify Bill Locke, 
of Dept. 24-1, ext. 2109. 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

DOWNS—James E., Dept. 75, died 
Sept. 26. Survived by wife, two child¬ 
ren, mother, four sisters and three 
brothers. 

Convair Beats Quota 
In Con-Trib Drive 


(Continued from Page 1) 

reached 100 per cent or more of 


dollar 

quota in 

recent 

Con-Trib- 

Club campaign: 



Dept. 

Per Cent 

Dept. 

Per Cent 


of Quota 


of Quota 

2 

127.7 

24 

110.1 

3 

111.7 

25 

108.1 

4 

113.8 

26 

135.0 

6 

111.8 

27 

109.2 

7 

114.0 

28 

112.9 

8 

123.1 

29 

108.9 

9 

106.6 

30 

116.8 

10 

124.5 

31 

115.2 

11 

117.0 

33 

117.2 

12 

121.7 

73 

105.2 

14 

106.5 

74 

107.9 

15 

119.5 

76 

109.7 

18 

131.7 

81 

102.7 

20 

114.3 

82 

108.4 

22 

111.8 




Stout Speaker 
For IAS Unit 

Ernest G. Stout, a stranger to 
neither Convair nor the Institute 
of Aeronautical Sciences, will be 
the guest speaker at the Oct. 29 
meeting of the Texas Section of 
the Institute. 

Stout, staff engineer at Con¬ 
vair San Diego, has been with the 
company since 1936. Much of his 
work has been on water-based 
aircraft. 

Stout was the 
founder and is 
now the director 
of the Convair 
Hydrodynamics 
Research Labor¬ 
atory. He is re¬ 
cognized inter¬ 
nationally a s 
among the 
worlds leading 
authorities o n 
seaplane design. He is one of the 
men responsible for the return of 
the water-based aircraft to prom¬ 
inence in aviation. 

In 1941, as engineer in charge 
of aerodynamics and flight test¬ 
ing with Consolidated, he received 
the Lawrence Sperry Award, 
made annually by the IAS. He 
received it for “his contributions 
to the experimental determina¬ 
tion of the hydrodynamic stabil¬ 
ity of flying boats and sea¬ 
planes.” 

In 1953, he received the Syl- 
vanus Albert Reed Award, given 
annually by the IAS for “his ana¬ 
lytical and experimental contribu¬ 
tion to design and development of 
high-speed water-based aircraft.” 

The subject of his talk before 
the Fort Worth-Dallas IAS chap¬ 
ter will be “Bases Unlimited.” 
The meeting will get under way 
at 7 p.m., Oct. 29 at Fort Worth 
International Airport. 

Volunteers Attend 
Fire Fight School 

(Continued from Page 1) 

B-36 tail section); house, oil pit, 
butane, magnesium and tar fight¬ 
ing. Actual fires were extinguish¬ 
ed by proper methods. 

About 210 firemen attended the 
event. Lankford said this was 
the first annual school held in 
this area by the association. 

Three fires on three Monday 
nights in a row are giving 
Mason Lankford, of the Tar¬ 
rant County Volunteer Fire 
Fighters a run for his money. 

First was a church. Then .a 
duplex and then a brand new 
home burned. Total loss— 
$3,500. All are in the Stop Six 
area of Fort Worth. 

Lankford’s keeping his fin¬ 
gers crossed next Monday 
night. 

Candidates Named 
For Club Offices 

(Continued from Page 1) 
van, Dept. 26-2. 

Candidates for the Board of 
Control are: G. W. Beckham, 
Dept. 81; C. D. Bostick, Dept. 40; 
J. J. Braden, Dept. 33; R. P. 
Cozad, Dept. 6; J. V. Crotty, Dept. 
6; W. E. Harrison, Dept. 7-3; E. 
Kardaras, Dept. 91; J. D. Lanier, 
Dept. 93; P. J. Mais, Dept. 6; 
J. 0. Muncy, Dept. 93; J. R. 
Shuter, Dept. 24, and R. D. 
Timms, Dept. 20. Five will be 
elected. 

Ray Kendall, nominating com¬ 
mittee chairman, said other names 
may be placed on the slate by 
Management Club members. 

Date of election will be an¬ 
nounced later. 

Daingerfield Free 
Of Lost-Time Injury 

(Continued from Page 1) 
plant is engaged in research, de¬ 
velopment and test work. 

“We’re proud of our record,” 
Moore said, “and we realize it is 
the cooperation on the part of 
each individual that has brought 
about the good record. It’s up to 
each one of us to keep up the 
good work.” 

The plant is operated by Con¬ 
vair under contract from the U. S. 
Navy. 



MAKING A HIT—Convair Fort Worth delegation to NAF con¬ 
vention left their mark during September at Cleveland* Shown are 
Prexy Jack Brittain and Wes Magnuson "making a date" with Pat 
Hazen of Manage Magazine to be on hand for 1955 convention in 
Fort Worth. 


Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Yollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 



Air Force Orders B-58 
Bomber Production 


(Continued from Page 1) 

“The secretary also said that 
placing the B-58 and the F-104 
into production, as well as placing 
into production the KC-135 jet 
tanker, which was announced pre¬ 
viously, totals three new type air¬ 
craft ordered into production this 
fiscal year. 

“The B-58 is to be built by Con¬ 
vair at Fort Worth.” 

August C. Esenwein, Convair 
vice president and manager of 
the Fort Worth plant, said that 
the B-58 production contract will 
not result in any increase in em¬ 
ployment during the near future. 
The plant currently has about 
17,500 employees. 

The Air Force and Convair an¬ 
nounced last year that the B-58 
supersonic bomber program is 
being carried out under the Air 
Force’s weapon system manage¬ 
ment policy. This new policy 
places with Convair the respon¬ 
sibility for finding, developing, 


buying, and installing all of those 
items of equipment (except en¬ 
gines) previously furnished by 
the government. 

Assembly of the B-58 will be 
under direction of Kermit A. Day, 
appointed manager of B-58 as¬ 
sembly effective July 19 (Con- 
vairiety July 28). 

Manufacture of all parts and 
some small assemblies will be the 
responsibility of regular factory 
departments headed by Cliff H. 
White, factory manager. 

Assisting Day will be em¬ 
ployees in departments headed by 
Supt. R. D. Shackelford, compon¬ 
ents; Supt. J. E. Crumbley, fuse¬ 
lage and wing; Supt. J. E. Top- 
liff, major mating, final assembly 
and engines. 

Production of B-36 bombers at 
Convair Fort Worth ended in Au¬ 
gust, but all B-36’s will be rotated 
through the plant every two years 
for modernization, inspection, and 
maintenance. 



RAINY VISIT—Downcast skies couldn't dampen enthusiasm of 
Brig. Gen. George Cassady, deputy commander of Continental 
Division of MATS, on recent visit to see YC-I3IC at FW. Shown 
with him are B. G. Reed, assistant division manager; Paul Lynch, 
project engineer, and V. Dolson, development department manager, 
in front of new Convair turboprop transport. 


Frontier Party This Saturday 
As Club Men ’Growing' Costumes 


(Continued from Page 1) 

And most of them are alive, says 
A. E. Northcott, program chair¬ 
man. 

The shindig will get under way 
at 8:30 p.m., Oct. 23 and run ’til 
1 a.m. There’s plenty planned to 
keep the evening full of fun. 

Dancing music — western and 
otherwise — will be provided by 


Kenneth Pitts* and his band. 

Western clothes are in order 
and the evening promises to add 
up to a “wild and woolly affair.” 

There is no admission charge 
for Management Club members. 

Northcott urged all members to 
plan to attend the fourth annual 
event. L. C. Calhoun is working 
with him on arrangements for the 
party. 



FIVE O'CLOCK SHADOW—C. B. Shafer, Dept. 14, and K. B. 
Davis, Dept. 81, are sporting real beards for Management Club's 
Frontier Party this Saturday. Here, Davis helps trim Shafer's beard 
in preparation for fourth annual event. 
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HEAD MEN—Tenth anniversary dinner of National Security Industrial Association 
brought out some big names in national defense, big not just to Convair, but to 
the nation. Photo at left above shows Secretary of the Army Robert T. Stevens, 
Gen. Alfred M. Gruenther, USA, supreme commander, Allied Powers Europe, and 
John Jay Hopkins, chairman of the board and president of General Dynamics 


Corporation, of which Convair is a division. In photo at right are Frank Pace, Jr., 
executive vice president of General Dynamics, with Admiral Jerauld Wright, USN, 
commander of the Atlantic Fleet, and Hopkins. Latter, a former president of 
NSIA, presided at dinner meeting at Waldorf-Astoria in New York City. 



Crabtrees Uninjured, But Fire 
Destroys Their Auto, Trailer 


This is one sequel that is dis¬ 
tressing to write. . . . 

Roy Crabtree, former assistant 
supervisor in the suggestion sec¬ 
tion at Convair Fort Worth, re¬ 
tired last month. (Convairiety, 
Sept. 22.) 

He terminated Oct. 1 after a 
dinner and a luncheon in his 
honor. Then, on Oct. 4, he and 


Daingerfield Hears 
FW Fire Prevention 

Steps Convair Fort Worth takes 
to make sure there are no fires 
or explosions on B-36s going 
through the SAM-SAC program 
were shown to Convair Dainger- 
field supervisors Oct. 7. 

Safety engineering angles of 
procedures were demonstrated by 
R. Y. Lane, while Fire Chief C. H. 
Jones discussed the fire depart¬ 
ment’s role. 


his wife set out for Chicago in 
their new trailer home. 

Outside of Marietta, Okla., 90 
miles from Fort Worth, Crabtree 
passed a trailer truck going the 
opposite direction. As they pass¬ 
ed, the trailer fishtailed in the 
air current made by the passing 
truck. 

The trailer and car went off 
the road and overturned. Then 
gasoline from the car spilled and 
both trailer and car caught fire. 
The Crabtrees escaped unhurt but 
car and trailer were completely 
demolished. All their possessions 
were destroyed in the fire—in¬ 
cluding all their U. S. Savings 
Bonds. 

The Crabtrees are back in Fort 
Worth now and at latest reports 
were staying at the Westbrook 
Hotel. Both are in good spirits. 

Said Crabtree: “We’re lucky it 
wasn’t worse.” 


Milling Machine With Huge Bite' 
Being Installed at Fort Worth 


Biggest milling machine ever to 
be used at Convair Fort Worth 
soon will be speeding work on 
aircraft such as the B-58 super¬ 
sonic bomber. 

(For the benefit of the unin¬ 
itiated, a milling machine is one 
which cuts away metal to give it 
whatever form is required.) 

So large is the new machine 
that it can handle a piece of 
metal as big as 10 feet wide and 
20 feet long—larger than any 
part ever machined at Convair 
Fort Worth before. 

Plant engineering department 
crews were scheduled to complete 
the installation in fabrication de¬ 
partment at Col. 65-T this week. 

Besides machining aircraft 
skins, the machine also will be 
used to plane large plates—to 
give them a precisely accurate 
face. These plates then are ma¬ 


chined into structural parts for 
aircraft such as the B-58. 

Official name of the new tool is 
“Giddings and Lewis Hypro Skin 
Milling Machine.” It’s a large 
planer-miller which will enable 
Convair machinists to form irre¬ 
gularly shaped aircraft skins. 
These, in turn, eliminate many 
small parts, thus reducing the 
number of rivets required in 
building the aircraft. It also elim¬ 
inates the use of skin stiffeners 
required in the conventional pro¬ 
duction methods used in the past. 

When the mill goes to work, 
probably next month, it will do 
a job that once was impossible. 
Its teeth will bite out pieces of 
aluminum from a solid block, thus 
making the block into the shape 
desired. 

The machine is capable of cut¬ 
ting away 300 cubic inches of 
aluminum per minute. 



v 'r 


SKIN MILL—New Giddings and Lewis skin mill is reaching final 
stages of installation at Col. 65-T, Convair Fort Worth. Here, plant 
engineering crews work on giant machine. 


First Delta Wing Spare 
Requires Neat Crate Job 

Neatly crated, the first F-102 wing spare left San 
Diego early this month aboard a flat car headed for Kelly 
Air Force Base at San Antonio, Texas, which is the prime 
maintenance and overhaul center for the delta wing plane 
(Convairiety, April 7, 1954). 


One Model's NOT 
Like Another . . . 

It was a mighty disappointed 
Navy flight crew at Dayton, 
Ohio, recently. 

The Navy had arranged to 
borrow Convair’s impressive 
collection of aircraft models 
(delta wings, bow loaders, etc) 
following the National Aircraft 
Show. They were wanted for 
an exhibition at Hutchinson, 
Kan. 

A big Navy transport landed 
in a driving rain at Dayton. 
Despite the weather the crew 
was spic and span and the in¬ 
side of the plane was done up 
fit to impress. 

“Where are the models?” the 
flyers inquired, military bear¬ 
ing backlighted by a powerful 
glow of anticipation. “We’re 
supposed to pick up a raft of 
Conover models.” 

The reply dampened them as 
the rain had not. 

“You mean Convair models. 
They’re all crated over there.” 


It was not the biggest crating 
job ever performed by shipping 
at San Diego, but it was the tall¬ 
est crate and the first time that 
builders had dealt in triangles. 

“For general convenience, the 
crates were built at Plant 1, 
trucked to Plant 2 where the 
wing was installed in two sec¬ 
tions, and then brought back to 
Plant 1 for loading aboard the 
flat car,” R. H. Johnson, fore¬ 
man, explained. 

Design and construction was a 
joint effort of Depts. 14 and 25. 
Merle L. Stevens of Dept. 25 at 
Plant 2 was responsible for all of 
the detailed drawings and key 
men in construction of the crates 
and loading included Dept. 14’s 
T. O. Mott, Elwyn Johnson, H. E. 


Hayes and H. B. Collins. 

Unlike most of the crates built 
at San Diego, the plywood 
sheathed container is completely 
demountable through the use of 
lag screws, and can be used again 
if required. This feature was 
kept in mind in view of the prob¬ 
ability that the wing will be stor¬ 
ed at Kelly and withdrawn from 
the crate only when and if need¬ 
ed. There also were advantages 
in speed of access and less risk of 
damage to the part during un¬ 
packing. 

The wing, of course, was ship¬ 
ped in two halves, in identical 
crates, bolted and lashed upright 
on the flat car. The wing tips 
and part of the leading edges 
were removed in order to meet 
railroad limitations. In addition 
to instructions, the wing was ac¬ 
companied by special metal 
braces to be attached after un¬ 
loading. These permit th‘e parts 
to safely stand upright in stor¬ 
age. 

The crates also featured special 
lifting points for attachment to 
cranes, keyed in to points of 
special strength in the wing 
structure. 


Attack Fatal For 
Raymond Webster 

A heart attack, brought death 
to Raymond Webster Loar at 
Convair Fort Worth Oct. 6. 

The traffic dispatcher was on 
the way toward the dispensary 
and was in front of the adminis¬ 
tration building at the time of the 
attack. 

He is survived by his wife, 
three daughters and five sons, one 
of them Virgil Loar, also a traf¬ 
fic department employee. 



CRATED—Half of delta wing, sprayed with plastic protective 
coating, is snugly lodged in crate at Plant 2 SD. Merle Stevens of 
Dept. 25 at Plant 2, who made detailed plans of crate, is at left. 
After photo was taken, side wall and three-section top were put in 
place. 


Convair Engineers 
Attend SAE Meeting 

Seven engineers from San 
Diego early this month repre¬ 
sented Convair at the national 
aeronautic meeting sponsored by 
the Society for Automotive Engi¬ 
neers at Los Angeles. 

Frank Fink, society vice presi¬ 
dent of aircraft activity, attended 
and J. H. Famme, assistant chief 
engineer at SD, was general 
chairman of the meeting. R. L. 
Bayless, assistant SD chief engi¬ 
neer, and G. G. Green, SD chief 
structures engineer, were session 
secretaries. 

Presenting papers: C. S. Brandt 
on synthetic lubricants in aircraft 
power plants; G. A. Lemke on op¬ 
erational experience with pneu¬ 
matic components of cabin pres¬ 
surization and accessory drive 
systems; and W. W. Withee on 
turboprop installations in large 
water-based aircraft. 



ALL ABOARD—Ready to roll for Texas is this F-102 wing, first 
spare to leave San Diego. It is in two sections and carefully crated 
for quick unpacking. 
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Effect of 8th AF 


Removal of Eighth Air Force 
Headquarters from Fort Worth to 
Westover, Mass., as announced in 
Washington Oct. 6, will not affect 
the 19th Air Division's B-36 oper¬ 
ations. 

Carswell AFB officials made 
that announcement, along with 
assurance that the thousands of 
airmen and officers in the Seven¬ 
th and Eleventh Bomb Wings will 
remain at that base. 

Affected are only about 200 
officers, 475 enlisted men and 125 
civilian employees, about seven 
per cent of Carswell people. 

The move is being made to put 
Maj. Gen. John B. Montgomery's 
command nearer to more of the 
facilities under his wing: Loring 
AFB, Limestone, Me.; Dow AFB, 
Bangor, Me., Portsmouth AFB, N. 
H.; and Plattsburg AFB, N. Y. 


ON THE AIR—Convair San Diego's Bill Passano, "on the air" 
as he has been off and on for some 42 years. He is probably 
Convair's "dean" when it comes to radio. 

Convair SD Radio Man Made First 
Coil With an Oatmeal Box in 1912 

Although Convair has its share of amateur radio oper¬ 
ators at all plants, few, if any, have been "on the air” as 
long as Convair San Diego's Bill Passano of Dept. 12. 
Passano was 14 when he built 


his first radio station back in 
1912. Since that time his life has 
revolved around first one station 
and then another as a means of 
earning a living and as an off- 
duty hobby. 

“I made my first coil by wind¬ 
ing wire around an oatmeal box 
and my first condenser.from lay¬ 
ers of plate glass and tinfoil," 
Passano said. “I could contact 
other amateurs within a range of 
10 miles and once talked with a 
station 40 miles away, quite a 
spectacular feat in those days." 

Amateurs took to the air then 
with whatever rig they could 
piece together and licenses were 
unheard of. Passano identified 
himself with the letters WL (his 
first two initials reversed). He 
got his first amateur license in 
1919 and the call letters 3NE. 
His current call is K6ES, known 
to “hams" as a “grandfather call" 
because only those operators in 
business before 1917 can use 
them. 

However, his first commercial 
license was issued in 1915, the 
year he went to sea as “sparks" 
aboard a coastwise (Atlantic) 
passenger ship. 

In 1917 he entered the U.S. 
Navy for a four-year hitch and 
rose to the rank of Warrant 
Radio Gunner. He made 34 trips 
across the Atlantic and had many 
narrow escapes from German 
submarines. 

Passano came ashore and work¬ 
ed for two famous firms building 
radios for a number of years but 
always managed to maintain his 
amateur license and to operate a 
“ham" station during his off- 
hours. 

It was back to the sea in 1941 
as a radio operator on a passen¬ 
ger line and then a job as a fly¬ 
ing operator after the United 
States entered the war. 

His first flying job was ferry¬ 
ing B-25s and B-26s to the Rus¬ 
sians and English via the South 
Atlantic route. 

“Even in those days the Rus¬ 
sians were hard to get along 
with. We delivered the planes to 
a spot 40 miles from the Russian 
border and they came over and 
flew them into Russia," Passano 
said. “The pilots were always 
surly and stand-offish and would 
stay only long enough to take de¬ 
livery and fly away." 

Passano then changed theaters 
and flew with the Air Transport 
Command from San Francisco to 
Australia aboard Convair-built 
B-24s. Later he settled in San 
Diego, joined Convair and flew 
aboard various PBYs and B-24s 
before transferring to Consoli¬ 
dated's New Orleans Division 
where he later became chief 
flight radio operator. 

After the war he worked as a 
newspaperman and then came 
back to Convair in 1951. He 
worked for a time on guided mis- 


the job he now holds, as an oper¬ 
ator in Convair's ground radio 
station. 

No longer plagued by wander¬ 
lust, Passano is content now to 
watch others fly away from 
Lindbergh Field or steam out of 
San Diego harbor. 

“I've seen 37 countries and five 
continents," he said. “I've had it." 


Ham Relay Brings 
Prompt Fire Action 

Two Convair Pomona men and 
the husband of a Convair woman, 
all three amateur radio operators, 
were involved in a highly unusual 
fire alarm not long ago. 

Harold Garrard (W6TPB), 
whose wife works in Dept. 27, 
was operating his mobile radio 
rig in his car and was talking to 
D. I. “Doug" Turner (W6ICE), 
Dept. 27, and John Harmon 
(W6RDJ), Dept. 6, when he pass¬ 
ed through some smoke and spot¬ 
ted a brush and lumber fire, near 
Chino. 

Garrard asked Turner or Har¬ 
mon to call the Chino fire de¬ 
partment. Turner, who lives in 
Pomona, complied and firemen 
were on the scene in less than 
five minutes after the report. 


NEW WINGS—Foot-and-a-half wings were a gag for A. S. 
(Doc) Witchell, Convair Fort Worth pilot, but course he took to 
earn this was no joke. Witchell was first from Convair to attend 
Air Force Experimental Test Pilot School. 

Witchell Completes Air Force 
Test Pilot School at Edwards 


A. S. “Doc" Witchell got him¬ 
self some test pilot wings this 
month—18 inches worth. And al¬ 
though the king-size wings were 
a joke, the reason behind them 
was dead serious. 

Witchell, flight operations 
supervisor in Convair Fort 
Worth's flight department, re¬ 
turned this month from a six- 
month stay at Edwards AFB. 
While there, he attended the Air 
Force Experimental Flight Test 
Pilot School. 

He was trained in performance 
and stability and control of flight 
testing procedures. His instruc¬ 
tors were highly - trained Air 
Force personnel. Classmates were 
six Air Force pilots and three em¬ 
ployees from other aircraft com¬ 
panies. 

Purpose behind the Air Force 
owned and operated school is to 
better standardize flight test pro¬ 
cedures. This is on the part of 
both Air Force and contractors. 

Now that Witchell has returned 
to Convair, he will instruct other 
flight department personnel in 


both the classroom and in-the- 
sile projects and then took over 1 plane procedures. 


During the schooling period, 
pilots were trained in both jet and 
propeller type Air Force planes. 
And the latest development in 
aviation were around them at all 
times. 

Edwards is the present testing 
site for such Convair planes as 
the F-102, the new jet all-weather 
interceptor built in San Diego, 
and the YC-131C, first twin-en¬ 
gine military turboprop transport, 
modified at Fort Worth. 

“We were surrounded by nearly 
everything supersonic," he said. 
“But after the YC-131C arrived, 
it got more attention than all the 
jets put together!" 

He reported that tremendous 
strides have been taken by the Air 
Force to transform the site from 
barren desert to a highly livable 
city. (Assignment there used to 
be regarded as “Siberia!") Run¬ 
way extensions and building 
modernization is under way. As a 
result, Edwards now affords “the 
comforts of home." And the 
people there are extremely hos¬ 
pitable. 

Witchell is the first from Con¬ 
vair to attend the school. 


Shift Minimized 



OLD TIMERS—Cook family pictured here total about 500 years. 
They are, seated, left to right: M. C. Cook, Dept. 31, his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. S. H. Cook, Mrs. Anna Mae Sheppard, his sister. 
Standing, his brother, J. E. Cook, Mrs. Edith Hubbard, sister, L. R. 
Cook, brother, Mrs. Ruby Swanson, sister, and brother, J. B. Cook. 


Relatives in Bulk 


When the Cook Family Gathers, 
They Resemble a ’Convention' 


Back in the days when you 
could buy good beefsteak for 
five cents a pound and a 100- 
pound barrel of flour for $1.50, 
M. C. Cook of Convair Fort 
Worth’s Dept. 31 was plying his 
trade as a sheet metal worker. 
He made $3 a week! 

Things have changed since then 
—and there's a change, too, in 
sheet metal working. 

But old times are still a fa¬ 
vorite topic when the Cook family 
gets together. And there's about 
500 years worth in just the im¬ 
mediate family. 

Cook has probably one of the 
“oldest" families at the Forth 
Worth plant. His father will cele¬ 
brate his ninety-seventh birth¬ 
day in December. His mother will 
be 89 in November. They'll cele¬ 
brate their seventieth wedding an¬ 
niversary Jan. 1. 

But Cook's no piker when it 
comes to statistics. He’s 69 and 
is a great grandfather. That, of 
course, makes his parents great- 
great grandparents. 

All of the Cook family is living 
—and in fine health, too. There 
are four sons and three daugh¬ 
ters. Then there are 21 grand¬ 
children, 24 great grandchildren 
and two great-great grandchil¬ 
dren. Which all makes for more 
than one extra leaf in the table 
when they all sit down for dinner. 

Their last family reunion was 
during September at the family 
home in Sunset, Texas. All five 
generations were present. Those 
generations trace through four 
U. S. wars—from the Civil War 
to World War II, plus the Korean 
conflict. 

Cook's been at Convair for 
about 12 years. He's seen changes 
in his sheet metal work since 
1942. But there’s been a lot more 
changes since 1905 when he first 
started. 

Then most of the work was on 
galvanized iron, tin, copper and 
brass. Aluminum was a rarity. 
Now aluminum is used more than 
the other metals. And there are 
previously undreamed of alloys 
like titanium. Tolerances were 


one-sixteenth of an inch then. 
Now they’re one-sixty-fourth. 

“Everything’s come, a long way 
since I first started out," said 
Cook. “They can talk about the 
‘good old days’ all they want to. 
I'm happy with the present. 
We’ve got things we never 
dreamed of when I was a boy." 

Carswell Repeats 
As Safest Base of 
All in SAC Network 

For the second straight month, 
Carswell Air Force Base at Fort 
Worth, home of the AF's B-36's, 
is in first place as the safest base 
of all those commanded by the 
Strategic Air Command. 

Another B-36 base, Ellsworth 
at Rapid City, S. D., was in third 
place. Yet another B-36 home 
base, Ramey in Puerto Rico, was 
fifth. 

For Carswell, the “safest base" 
standings extend through July. 

A few weeks earlier B-36’s won 
a similar award for the period 
January through June of this 
year. They were scored by the 
Air Force as SAC's most acci¬ 
dent-free aircraft. 

For this, Gen. Curtis E. LeMay, 
SAC commander, presented a pla¬ 
que to the Eighth Air Force, 
which is a B-36-equipped outfit. 

Speaker to Discuss 
Plastics in Aircraft 

John Delmote, president of Fu- 
rane Plastics Inc., will speak on 
“New trends in aircraft plastics" 
tomorrow evening (Oct. 21) at 
7:15 at Florence school auditor¬ 
ium, corner of First and Univer¬ 
sity in San Diego. 

The meeting is under the aus¬ 
pices of the San* Diego Chapter, 
American Society of Metals, and 
is without charge. Program 
chairman is John Crane of Dept. 
24 SD, who also is treasurer of 
the San Diego unit. Both mem¬ 
bers and non-members are wel¬ 
come to attend, Crane said. 



"Let's put it this way ... are you interested in going to work 
AT ALL?" 
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Visit From Arizona 


Three Hopi Indian Youngsters 
Living With Convair Families 


“We all love children . . . ” 

That simple statement explains why three children 
from the Hopi Indian Reservation in Northern Arizona 
have been unofficially adopted by and are now living with 
Convair Pomona families. 


The children (two sisters and 
a brother) are Iris, Elouise and 
Sylvan Nash. Iris, 9, is living 
with Mr. and Mrs. Don Munro 
(he’s in Dept. 31); Elouise, 8, is 
living with Mr. and Mrs. John 
Robinson (he’s also in Dept. 31); 
and Sylvan, 7, is living with Mrs. 


UNALARMED—Do you have 
a python in your home? H. C. 
Declcard, night manager at FW 
plant, has; and it's not "Pete the 
Python" who recently escaped 
from the Forest Park zoo in Fort 
Worth. Before Pete was recap¬ 
tured and while hue and cry was 
at high pitch, Deckard showed 
this 21-foot skin to friends. He 
brought it back from South 
America some years ago. 


Munro’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Norman Rowley. 

“It all started last summer, 
when we contacted the Friends 
Service in Pasadena to volunteer 
to take a Hopi -Indian child into 
our home for two weeks,” Munro 
said. “This organization each year 
arranges to bring large numbers 
of children from Indian reserva¬ 
tions for two-weeks vacations in 
this area. 

“When our child arrived it was 
Iris, and in the two weeks she 
spent with us we grew attached 
to her, and she appeared to like 
us. We mentioned something at 
that time about wanting her to 
live with us and go to school, but 
none of us took it very seriously 
until Iris went home. Then we be¬ 
gan missing her, and decided to 
go see her.” 

Iris’ parents, although reluctant 
to be away from their children, 
readily agreed that far better 
educational advantages were 
available in Pomona and also 
agreed for Iris to live with the 
Munros, Elouise with the Robin¬ 
sons, and Sylvan — who has al¬ 
ready been nicknamed “Chief” by 
his playmates—to live with Mr. 
and Mrs. Rowley. 

The Munros, incidentally, have 
three other children, one of them 
an adopted child. Mr. and Mrs. 
Rowley, their own children grown, 
have one other adopted child. The 
Robinsons have no children of 
their own. 

“Although they are still rather 
shy around strangers, the children 
are all adapting themselves very 
well to their new surroundings,” 
Munro said. “And they are get¬ 
ting along fine in school. In fact, 
Chief’s teacher said the other day 
that his IQ is only slightly below 
that of genius.” 


Convair Elected to 
Radio Commission 

Convair Division of General 
Dynamics Corporation has been 
elected a member of the Radio 
Technical Commission for Aero¬ 
nautics. 

RTCA is a cooperative associa¬ 
tion of industrial and govern¬ 
mental agencies concerned with 
problems involving air navigation, 
communication and traffic con¬ 
trol. 


THREE LITTLE INDIANS—Broken out with smiles are these three Hopi Indian children who are 
making their homes with Convair families in Pomona. Left to right are Mr. and Mrs. John Robinson 
and Elouise Nash; Mr. and Mrs. Don Munro and Iris Nash; Mr. and Mrs. Normal Rowley and Sylvan 
Nash. Both Robinson and Munro are in Dept. 31. The Rowleys are Mrs. Munro's parents. In im¬ 
mediate foreground are dolls and other articles of beautiful workmanship, made by children's father 
on Hopi reservation in Arizona. 


BOY AND BOW—Sylvan (isn't that a musical name?) Nash 
dons ceremonial costume and draws his bow for cameraman. 


30 Year Collection Contains 50,000 Stamps 


W. H. Spearman doesn’t much 
care whether the postman rings 
twice. He’s more interested in 
the outside of the envelope than 
what’s inside. 

That’s bcause Spearman is a 
philatelist—in a big way. In 
plain English—a stamp collector. 
He’s not new to the field, either. 
He’s been at it for 30 years and 
now has more than 50,000. 

His speciality now, though, is 
first day covers. Spearman, Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth Dept. 94 em¬ 
ployee, started with the San 
Francisco World Fair issue in 
1939 and has been at it ever 
since. 

He has every cover regularly 
issued since then. 


“I always buy 10 of each one,” 
he said. “Then I send them to 
friends in Australia and New 
Zealand and other places. I us¬ 
ually end up with about four of 
them left.” 

Spearman’s pen pals in the 
“down under” countries have sup¬ 
plied him with many unusual 
stamps. He met most of the cor¬ 
respondents through his hobby. 
About 15 years ago he received a 
stamp chain letter. He’s been 
corresponding with two of the 
people named in the letter ever 
since. 

Some of his more unusual 
stamps are health stamps which 
are issued twice a year in New 
Zealand. Receipts from the 


stamps help pay for child welfare 
there. 

Another source of stamps is a 
brother-in-law who works for a 
company in Dallas. They sell 
their products all over the world 
and stamps from company corres¬ 
pondence are relayed to Spear¬ 
man. He sorts them out and adds 
to his collection. 

Oddly enough his favorite is 
not one in his collection. 

During the war he was corres¬ 
ponding with a Presbyterian mis¬ 
sionary in South America. The 
ship that carried Spearman’s let¬ 
ter to the missionary was tor¬ 
pedoed. The letter now carries 
a “delayed by enemy action” 
stamp on it. 


Recently Spearman exhibited 
part of his cover collection at the 
Midlothian, Texas, community 
fair. He took first prize—in his 
first exhibit. 

As to a value on his collec¬ 
tion, Spearman couldn’t even esti¬ 
mate one. 

“It would take months to match 
values in a stamp catalog,” 
Spearman said. “And anyway, I 
don’t think you can place a value 
on a hobby. You can’t measure 
in dollars and cents the pleasure 
you get from it.” 


• * «*** 
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QUANTITY—None can deny that Convair Fort Worth's W. H. Spearman has stamps in bulk, 
as result of 30 years of collecting. But he has quality, too. 


Series of Technical 
Meetings Planned 

A new series of technical meet¬ 
ings for exchange of information 
on aviation electrical and elec¬ 
tronic matters within the. San 
Diego area will be started soon 
by the San Diego Section, Amer 
ican Institute of Electrical Engi¬ 
neers. 

The first meeting is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. Oct. 26 at the Institute 
of Aeronautical Sciences Build¬ 
ing, Harbor Drive. The speaker 
will be Don K. Schave, design 
engineer of the Barber Colman 
Co. He will talk on “Design 
Trends in Aircraft Temperature 
Control Systems.” 

The meeting is open to Coiivair 
employees, according to E. F. 
Kotnik, chairman of the San 
Diego Section. 


B-36 Overhead 
Panics Jail 

Detroit, Mich., Sept. 16 was 
fit to be tied just because a B-36 
flew over. 

Two-column headlines in eye- 
knocker type on the front page 
of the Detroit News proclaimed 
next morning: 

“Jets, Radar Miss Bomber; City 
Terrified.” 

The story explained the head¬ 
line: while the B-36 was flying 
over the Detroit area, neither the 
Air Force’s radar nor jet fight¬ 
ers could find the bomber. 

Neither did hundreds of CAA 
and Civil Defense ground spot¬ 
ters. 

But residents were frantic as 
they deluged newspapers, police 
and sheriffs’ offices with phone 
calls. 

In nearby Pontiac, Mich*, the 
sheriff reported that “the plane 
flew so low and so loud it made 
the jail tremble and frightened 
the prisoners.” 

The newspaper finally contact¬ 
ed Maj. Robert S. Spence at Cars¬ 
well AFB, who told them the air¬ 
plane was on a routine mission 
from Rapid City, S. D., to Cars¬ 
well. He explained that the plane 
had to circle at a low altitude to 
stay below the clouds until it was 
cleared to go to altitude above 
the clouds. 

The clippings about all this to- 
do got quite a chuckle around 
Convair Fort Worth and Carswell. 


USO Seeks Convair 
Girls as Hostesses 

Convair San DiSgo women be¬ 
tween the ages of 17 and 30 were 
invited this week by Irene Till¬ 
man, assistant director of the 
USO in San Diego, to become 
junior hostesses. 

“We need young women to help 
entertain our men in the service 
at such functions as dances, bingo 
parties, square dances, beach par¬ 
ties and other affairs,” she said. 

Those interested may contact 
Mrs. Tillman at BE-4-5235. 
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ZULU WEDDING FLAG—Dr. A. D. Bensusan will exhibit many 
prints like this at talk Nov. 12. Meeting, sponsored by CRA camera 
club, is open to public. Tickets are 50 cents. 


Wife Hooks, Withers Lands 
70-Pound Tarpon on Gulf 


Two Elected to 
Coin Club Spots 

Two Convair Fort Worth em¬ 
ployees were named to offices 
in the newly formed Fort Worth 
Coin Club this month. 

They are H. H. Pinkerton as 
president and J. D. White as vice 
president. White is CRA stamp 
and coin commissioner. Pinker¬ 
ton is an active member in the 
club. 

The group will meet on the 
first Thursday night in the 
month. A permanent meeting 
place will be chosen before the 
next meeting. 


There aren’t many fishing 
stories circulating around the en¬ 
gineering section that Jack With¬ 
ers works in. 

Not after he landed a 70-pound 
Tarpon. All he did was bring 
back a scale from the five foot 
long fish, and all talk about “the 
one that got away” ceased. 

Actually, his wife hooked the 
fish and Withers hauled it in— 
after a 24 minute battle. 

Amazingly enough the line 
was 60-pound test line left over 
from 1942! 

“I’ll still never understand how 
we pulled him in on the linen 
line,” Withers said. 

The rod was a split Bamboo 
with a Pflueger Capitol reel. Bait 
was dead mullet. 



WHOPPER—Jack Withers landed this huge Tarpon after wife 
hooked it fishing in Galveston. Never underestimate the . . . ! 


From Darkest Africa — 


Internationally Known Photographer Will 
Speak Before CRA Group on November 12 


Straight from the heart of 
South Africa comes Dr. A. D. 
Bensusan, noted author, lecturer 
and photographer. From Johan- 
nesberg to Fort Worth, on his 
first trip to the United States. 

The noted doctor will speak 
on “Photogenic South Africa; 
Land of Contrasts.” His address 
is sponsored by the Convair Fort 
Worth CRA camera activity. Date 
is November 12. 

Dr. Bensusan’s tour is being 
sponsored by the Photographic 


Society of America. He will be 
one of the featured speakers at 
their Chicago convention. 

A world-renowned salon ex¬ 
hibitor, he will tell of the diffi¬ 
culties faced by photographers 
from other shores . . . the prob¬ 
lems presented by climate, dis¬ 
tance, sparse population and 
scarce photographic materials. 

At seven he took up photogra¬ 
phy, and four years later (1932) 
his first print was accepted in an 


International Salon. Since 1935 
he has had at least one print 
hung annually in an International 
Salon. Grand total—350. 

He is also the author of “Simp¬ 
lified Photography” and “The Ex¬ 
hibition Print,” and is founder 
and editor of South African “Pho¬ 
togems,” an annual publication of 
outstanding photographs. 

Dr. Bensusan will speak at 
Monnig Junior High School. Tick¬ 
ets will be on sale for 50 cents 
at the CRA ofifce. 


Shutterbugs to Learn About 
New Photography Technic 

Convair Fort Worth shutterbug fans will get an oppor¬ 
tunity to learn about another technic of their art at the 
next camera meeting, Oct. 25. 

At that time, Lee Snap of the Fort Worth Camera Club 
will speak on details of a process he has developed for mak- 


'Autumn Garden' 
In Rehearsals 

CRA’s drama group, Wing and 
Masque, will present one of Lil¬ 
lian Heilman’s top plays, “The 
Autumn Garden”, as its next pro¬ 
duction. 

The play will open Nov. 18 
and run on Nov. 19, 20, 26 and 
27 at the CRA Playhouse. 

Everett Morris, director of the 
three-act drama, this week an¬ 
nounced the cast which is now in 
rehearsal. 

Marge Hancock will play the 
part of Rose Griggs. Edith 
Growald is cast as Mrs. Ellis and 
Malcolm Holloway is cast as Ed¬ 
ward Crossman. In the part of 
Frederick Ellis is A1 Baker. Paul¬ 
ine Forney plays the part of 
Carrie Ellis. 

Sophie Tuckerman is played by 
Nelda Fitzpatrick and Leon is 
played by Fred Bunnell. Dorothy 
Broodo plays Constance Tucker¬ 
man and Harry Weimer plays 
Nicholas Denery. Virginia Led- 
erer is Nina Denery and Harriet 
Blum is Hilda. 

Morris said the cast consists 
of six who have never before 
appeared in a Wing and Masque 
production. They are Nelda Fitz¬ 
patrick, Dorothy Broodo, Harriet 
Blum, Pauline Forney, Bunnell 
and Holloway. 

The play deals with the way 
people reconcile themselves to the 
frustrations of life. Its Broadway 
cast included Florence Eldridge 
and Fredric March. 

Backstage, J. D. Goodman will 
help out as assistant director. 
Regina McCally will be rehearsal 
prompter and Harriet Morton 
will be in charge of properties. 
Isabelle Harris will do costuming 
and Sue Kidd is in charge of 
lights. Dick Lederer will provide 
the musical background. 


Heist Wins High Point 
Trophy With Model 

R. J. Heist, CRA model air¬ 
plane commissioner, won the high 
point trophy in the September 
model airplane meet at Forest 
Park. 

Tied for second place were 
Francis Crane and E. R. Ohlen 
with 11 points. Crane won the 
jalopy race and Ohlen took first 
place in the speed vent. 

Heist reported that points 
would accumulate from monthly 
contests and the trophy would be 
awarded to high man at a later 
date. 

The next contest will be held 
Oct. 24 at Forest Park. 


CRA to Be Seen 
In TV Feature 

CRA got its picture taken this 
week— 

And CRA has been very much 
in the limelight since Humble Oil 
has picked Convair Fort Worth’s 
recreation association as a very 
photogenic subject. 

The movies are for a television 
film to be presented on “Texas 
In Review”, a Sunday evening 
TV show. They expect to use it 
sometime in November. 

The film will center around 
CRA, but will also show other 
scenes in and around the plant. 

Sequences filmed by Joe Wilson 
of the Jameson Film Service in 
Dallas show the CRA employee 
council in a meeting, the CRA 
beach, ranch and center. In the 
plant, Wilson has filmed such 
noontime activities as washer and 
horseshoe pitching. 

Movies have also been made of 
Wing and Masque players, bridge 
instruction classes, bowling. They 
filmed 10 of the 33 activities. 

Coordinating the work with 
Wilson are C. J. Hall, CRA busi¬ 
ness manager, Tom Croft, em¬ 
ployee service supervisor, Hank 
Wendorf, CRA president, and 
Larry Hayes, Dept. 2-5 admin¬ 
istrative assistant. 


ing color prints from black and 
white negatives. 

The process combines some of 
the better features of both the 
Flexachrome and Die Transfer 
process—and is less expensive. 

Also slated for that night is 
an exhibit of prints by Francis 
Wu, one of the outstanding salon 
exhibitors of the far east. 

The set of prints, “Interna¬ 
tional Exhibits,” is scheduled for 
showing throughout the country 
by the Photographic Society of 
America. Other sets will be dis¬ 
played throughout the year. 

Stan O r r i c k, commissioner, 
urged all camera activity mem¬ 
bers to keep December 13 in mind. 
That’s the date of the next quar¬ 
terly contest. Either black and 
white or color slides may be sub¬ 
mitted. Subject matter is unre¬ 
stricted. 


Tennis Players Convert 
To Winter: Badminton 

With the first nip of fall in 
the air, Convair Fort Worth ten¬ 
nis players have abandoned their 
outside courts and joined the bad¬ 
minton players. 

They’re all playing Monday and 
Wednesday each week at W. C. 
Stripling Junior High School with 
the CRA badminton group. 



FISHERMEN—These "Izaak Waltons" won the prizes in recent 
Daingerfield fishing contest. Left to right, L. R. Stuart, H. R. Mil¬ 
ler, F. T. Smith, W. S. Talk and H. S. Mauldin. 


CRA Activities . . .....Fun for AIM 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—Kenneth Browne, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2131. Regular play 7-10 

§ .m., Mondays and Wednesdays, W. C. 
tripling Jr. High. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. CI-63323. Practice 6:30-9:30 
Tuesdays, W. C. Stripling Jr. High. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. Play each Friday, CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES — 
J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 4283. 


(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation, an organization to which all Convair 
employees belong. Financed by proceeds from 
candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees 


who are commissioners of various activities. The 
association is run by employees for the benefit 
and recreation of employees. All Convair people 
should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page.) 


CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. Monthly meeting 7:30 p.m., Oct. 
21. Mon., Wed., and Fri., 8 p.m. rehear¬ 
sals for “The Autumn Garden”, 3-act 
play. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. Skating closed until Nov. 


LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE— R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, 
commissioner, ext. 5138. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Oct. 20, 27, Nov. 3 meeting and 
code and theory class, 8 p.m. CRA Center. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA of¬ 
fice, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 


SQUARE DANCING —Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tues¬ 
days at CRA Center. Stamp exhibit 2 to 
8 p.m. Nov. 21. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Regular play Oct. 22, 29, 
Central YMCA, Oct. 26, CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradlev, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. each 
Monday, Ernest Parker Jr. High. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. _ 


WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center: for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 
Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonheim, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 380. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
ext. 377. _ __. 
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Monthly Handicap Sweepstakes for Convair FW Golfers is Scheduled for October 


30 


MORE GOLFERS—Winners of the fourth and 
fifth flight are: C. F. Wilkerson, W. P. Tharp, G. 
W. Bernard, F. A. Pieper. Sixth and seventh flight 


winners are: M. W. Cristman, F. B. Petty, R. G. 
Freer, C. J. Lane. They won the money in annual 
golf event. 


Way 


Cook Shoots 
To Archery Cup 

H. C.- Cook took home a shiny 
gold trophy this month. It was 
the rotating trophy for CRA 
archery tournaments. And since 
this was Cook’s fourth consecu¬ 
tive win, he gets to keep it. 

Cook won first place in both 
the York and American events. 
In runnerup spot 5 were Ray 
Rogers in York and Tony Yantis 
in American. 

Benny Burch won first place 
honors in the American in the 
instinctive class. Harlan Johnson 
won second place. 

In the women’s division, Fran 
Rhoades took first place in both 
American and Columbia events. 
Ruby Brown was second in Amer¬ 
ican and Pat Batkin was runner- 
up in Columbia. 

Cook also was first in the clout 
shoot and George Rogers was 
second. Fran Rhoades and Pat 
Batkin finished first and second 
respectively in the women’s di¬ 
vision. 

H. L. Lucas, CRA archery com 
missioner, reported that the fall 
tournament, held Oct. 9 and 10 
at the CRA archery range, was 
the largest to date. 

CRA archers are invited to join 
the group at the CRA ranch from 
6 to 10 p.m. each Tuesday 


Doug Tooley Elected to 
Rifle Club Presidency 

Doug Tooley of Convair Fort 
Worth was elected president of 
the Fort Worth Rifle and Pistol 
Club at the organization’s October 
meeting. 

Tooley is in engineering de¬ 
partment’s materials and pro¬ 
cesses section. 

Approximately 60 Convair em¬ 
ployees are among the 400 mem¬ 
bers of the club. Club facilities 
include well equipped firing 
ranges for small bore, pistols, 
big bore and trap shooting. 


CRA Ice Skating Will 
Start on November 1 

Ice skaters will have their 
chance to resume skating Novem 
ber 1, Glen Carter, CRA ice skat¬ 
ing commissioner announced this 
week. 

Skating has been temporarily 
halted because there was no ice 
in the coliseum from Oct. 8 
through Oct. 31. 

Skating tickets for Convair 
Fort Worth employees and mem¬ 
bers of their immediate families 
may be purchased for $1 at the 
CRA office. This entitles the 
holder of the card to skate any 
night ice is in the coliseum. 


Model Railroad 
Hobbyists Tour 

A group of visiting model rail- 
roarers got a good look at CRA’s 
model railroad layout last week 
during their regional convention. 

The group met in Fort Worth 
for the Lone Star Regional Con¬ 
vention of the National Model 
Railroaders Association Oct. 16 
and 17. Meetings were held at 
the Hotel Texas. 

On Sunday, the modelers toured 
various railroad layouts through¬ 
out Fort Worth. Included among 
them was the CRA yards at the 
CRA recreation center. 

Frank Chaddock, commissioner, 
reported that the club’s newly 
completed yard layout and turn¬ 
table were on display to the 
group. 


18-6 Score Takes 
Lead in League 

The Devine of Dallas team 
wound up in top spot last week 
in the Convair Guys and .Gals 
league. Their score is 18 wins— 
6 losses. 

In second place is Team No. 19 
with a close 17 V 2 to 6 V 2 record. 
Third place team is Mity-Mites 
with a I 6 V 2 to 7 1 /£. In fourth 
place is Hits and Misses with 
15 and 9. Fifth is The Hustlers 
with a 14^4 to 9 1 / 4. 

In last week’s session, Oct. 13, 
Gertrude Vaden bowled the week¬ 
ly high series of 552. Bill Felder’s 
568 was high series for the men. 

John Phenix is president of the 
league and Pat Kormode is sec¬ 
retary. Frankie Gowdy is in 
charge of publicity. 


It’s sweepstakes time again! 

October 30 is the day for all 
Convair Fort Worth golfers to 
head for Z-Boaz and try their 
golfing skill in the October handi¬ 
cap. 

Matches may be played any 
time throughout the day. Em¬ 
ployees are requested to make up 
their own foursomes. 

Lawrence Armstrong, CRA golf 
commissioner, said that play 
would be on an individual basis 
with established handicaps. 

All Air Force and vendor rep¬ 
resentatives assigned to Convair 
Fort Worth are invited to par¬ 
ticipate in the play. 

Entries from first shift em¬ 
ployees must be turned into the 
CRA office. Entries from second 
shift employees should also be 


submitted at the CRA office by 
4:30 p.m. daily, or at the traffic 
department office on the 50-foot 
aisle after 4:30 p.m. 

Entry fee is $2 plus green fee. 
Armstrong invited all Convair 
golfers to participate in the event. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able from the CRA office, ext. 
5141. 


Six Teams Ready for 
Basketball Season 

Ed Tucknies, CRA basketball 
commissioner, announced this 
week that six basketball teams 
are meeting each Tuesday night 
at W. C. Stripling for practice. 
Managers and team names will be 
announced in the next issue of 
Convairiety. 


CRA Posts Prizes for 
Deer Hunting Contest 

All Convair Fort Worth hunters 
are eligible to enter their kills 
in CRA’s plant-wide event. 

Prizes will go for the biggest 
out of state deer and biggest 
white-tailer deer killed in Texas. 

Bill Parrish, commissioner said 
that field dressed weight would 
be used. It must be verified at 
a reputable weighing station. 

Entries should be submitted at 
the CRA office. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


FORM — Jack Breitenstein 
shows form he used during even¬ 
ing's fun. (See below) 


League is Planned for 
Sharpie-Type Keglers 

Plans are now under way to 
form a Convair 740 league for 
teams with averages between 760 
and 825. 

Interested teams are invited to 
meet for an organization meeting 
at 7:30 p.m. on October 25. The 
.meeting will be at Tavener’s 
Playdium. 

Further information may be ob¬ 
tained from Lee Edmondson at 
PA-5137 or the CRA office, ext. 
5141. 


BATTLE ROYAL—Competition was stiff be¬ 
tween Teams Four and Seven in recent match in 
departmental league. Wives and families cheered 


as did twins Teresa and Alisa Winton. But when 
it was all over, managers C. E. Gerber and A. 
Smith found out Team 7 won. 


GOLFERS—These are the winners in recent plant-wide golf tourney. Champion¬ 
ship flight, J. T. Tyler, George Young, Carl Hoera, first place winner; Jack Samuel- 


son and A. J. Baskin. First flight, Ray Bissell, Fred Foster and E. R. Muncy. Second 
1 .1 . 1 «• 1 . • _ 1 c k a _w.^li 1 11 P Srhnonover. R. r. Oozad. 


Divot Diggers Set for Play in 
Individual Tilts at Z-Boaz 
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10,000 B-36 Air Hours 
Chalked up by FW Flight 



I0.000TH HOUR—While B. A. Erickson looks on at Convair 
Fort Worth, Flight Dispatch Supervisor Harvey Black logs B-36 
flight on which 10,000th hour was flown. 


The Early Bird 

Cheerful 'Rise and Shine' Dulls 
Blow For Sleepy Fliers at FW 


Qualifications for jobs at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth vary. But prob¬ 
ably one of the most unusual re¬ 
quirements are those for the job 
performed by L A. Brown Jr. of 
flight department. 

He has to have a cheery voice! 

He also needs a cheery disposi¬ 
tion. The ability to stay awake 
on the third shift helps, too! 

Browns job is probably unique 
at Convair. He’s a human alarm 
clock. 

Brown is the man who’s respon¬ 
sible for waking up countless em¬ 
ployees day in and day out. They 
may be flight department crews, 
SAM-SAC crews or just anyone 
who needs an early morning call 
for an early morning B-36 flight. 

There are three specified times 
when he makes his calls. Regu¬ 
lar call is 5:45 a.m. The super 
early call is 2:45 a.m. The third 
is referred to by the flight de¬ 
partment as the TDE (too darn¬ 
ed early) call at 12:45 a.m.! 

His calls have a two fold pur¬ 
pose. Not only must he arouse 
sleepy flyers from their beds, he 
must also inform them of the 
latest developments on their pro¬ 
posed flight. This often keeps 
them from making an unneces¬ 
sary trip to Convair in case the 
flight has been delayed for some 
reason. 

Brown, in his four years of 
early morning calls, has run a- 
cross some strange situations. 

One of the worst happens quite 
frequently. 

“There are some people I call 


Near Miss Wins Trip 
For Guesser at FW 

Paul L. Passmore is one Con¬ 
vair employee who took a vaca¬ 
tion before he started to work. 

Passmore signed up for tooling 
Oct. 11. 

“But I’d rather not start work 
for a week or two,” he told Pete 
Adams at the employment count¬ 
er. 

He explained that he had enter¬ 
ed a Ford Motor Co. contest. Ob¬ 
ject was to guess the number of 
parts in a Ford engine. 

“I missed,” said Passmore. 
“But I was pretty close. I need 
a week or two to take the vaca¬ 
tion I won. A trip to Florida for 
me and my wife.” 

Passmore guessed 1,104 parts. 
Actually, there are 1,105! 


who can’t stand to hear anyone 
be so cheerful in the morning,” 
Brown said. 

“I’ll call and a sleepy wife will 
answer the phone. I’ll talk to 
her and we’ll kid about the hour 
and what not. If we seem too 
cheerful, it makes some of them 
mad.” 

And then there are some who 
talk but are actually still un¬ 
conscious. 

“We get to know the hard ones 
to wake up,” he said. “We keep 
talking till they’re awake. And 
sometimes it takes several min¬ 
utes.” 

Brown also has regular flight 
dispatcher’s duties. When a 
SAM-SAC plane lands, he helps 
make arrangements for unloading 
crews and equipment, as well as 
crew accommodations in Fort 
Worth. He also keeps an eye on 
the weather. 

Says B. A. Erickson, manager 
of flight: 

“No one’s job in the flight de¬ 
partment is really complete until 
he’s had one of Brown’s ‘cheery’ 
calls. No matter what the hour 
may be.” 


f Convair Fort Worth’s flight de¬ 
partment has been up in the air 
for 11 Mi years—literally! 

That’s how many manhours 
crews have spent flying B-36’s 
in the past eight years. The 
total mileage chalked up in this 
length of time is enough to take 
them to the moon and back ten 
.times. 

The flight department did some 
fancy figuring this month after 
passing the 10,000 hour mark 
flying B-36’s. To reach that 
10,000 hour mark, it took more 
than 3,000 flights. 

To get equipment and crew 
members to the planes, it took 
almost 20,000 miles of travel on 
the ground. 

Length of flights ranges 
from 10 minutes to 51 hours. 
The latter was a flight to 
demonstrate the long range 
capabilities of the huge inter¬ 
continental bomber. 

The aircraft flown range all the 
way from the original XB-36 to 
the latest model — Model A 
through B, D, E, F, H, and J. 
Practically all crew members and 
pilots racked up 2,000 hours fly¬ 
ing time each. 

During these flights, flight de¬ 
partment crews climbed to 40,000 
feet or higher approximately 800 
times. That’s a total of more 
than 6,075 miles straight up! 

“And during all the opera¬ 
tions,” said B. A. Erickson, man¬ 
ager of flight, “we’ve only once 
sent a B-36 to another base for 
landing.” 

That certainly wasn’t the fault 
of the flight department, though. 
A severe dust storm reduced visi¬ 
bility to near zero, and the plane 
was rerouted to Roswell, N. M., 
where it landed safely. 

Safety has been the rule all the 
way. Convair FW crews have 
never had a crash nor experienced 
serious damage to an aircraft 
throughout all eight years. 

“We feel both proud and for¬ 
tunate,” said Erickson, “to have 
amassed this record without ser¬ 
iously damaging a single plane.” 

The safety record also extends 
to the Air Force Acceptance 
Branch at Convair. They, too, 
have amassed a perfect safety 
record with approximately 4,000 
hours flying time. This includes 
production and SAM-SAC planes 
flown under direction of Capt. V. 
F. Grubbs. 


Thousand Attend 
SD Dept. 25 Picnic 

Over 1,000 Dept. 25 employees, 
their families and guests were on 
hand Sept. 25 for a picnic at the 
Mission Beach Amusement Park. 
Events included games, free 
amusement rides, prizes and danc¬ 
ing. K. R. Conney was chairman 
for arrangements. 



"ALARM CLOCK"—L. A. Brown Jr. demonstrates part of his 
job at Convair Fort Worth—telephoning to wake flight department 
crewmen. Sometimes it’s as early as 12:45 a.m.! 



TOP HOUSEKEEPERS—Representatives of four different depart¬ 
ments (101, 102, I 10 and 115) in fabrication at Plant I San Diego 
keep their fingers crossed or give victory sign as they aim at full year of perfect 
housekeeping. Front row, left to right: G. D. Carroll, R. H. Rudeen, W. L. 
Beaumont, M. S. Rogers, H. L. Williams. Back row: H. Bryant, L. L. Orr, F. E. 
Rockey, S. T. Krebs, H. G. Pedrini. 


SD Fabrication Scores 


String of Perfect Wins 
In Housekeeping Race 




Plant fabrication led the lists for housekeeping* at San 
Diego during September, racking up an amazing tenth 
consecutive perfect monthly performance. 

Plant 2 fabrication also was high up, scoring a perfect 
record in September, the same as in August. 


T-29 Final made a remarkable 
recovery during the month, com¬ 
ing from far back in the pack to 
take second place. Third went to 
manufacturing control depart¬ 
ments at Plant 2. 

Plant 1 fabrication’s remark¬ 
able string of wins, starting with 
December of 1953, was a “world’s 
record” so far as Convair San 
Diego’s housekeeping program 
was concerned. No other competi¬ 
tor in the memory of safety sec¬ 
tion has ever come close to that 
mark. Experimental, for a long 


with ten victories. We are aiming 
at a full year—maybe more.” 

Average violations per em¬ 
ployee at San Diego remained 
.020 during September, the same 
as recorded during August. 


Average Violation Per Employee 



Sept. 

Aug. 

Fabrication, Plant 1 

.000 

.000 

Fabrication, Plant 2 

.000 

.000 

T-29 Final 

.002 

.018 

Mfpr. Control, Plant 2 

.004 

.003 

Exi>erimental 

.008 

.008 

Plant Engineering 

.008 

.008 

Mfg. Control, Plant 1 

.012 

.010 

Electronics 

.013 

.000 

F-102 Major & Minor 

.019 

.015 

Field Operations 

.019 

.060 

T-29 Primary & Major 

.024 

.051 

Material 

.027 

.014 

Tool Mfg., Plant 1 

.029 

.010 

340 Major & Final 

.031 

.016 

R3Y Major & Final 

.049 

.031 

Tool Mfg.. Plant 2 

.065 

.063 


time Convair SD’s leading light 
in safety and housekeeping and 
still among the top flight, scored 
seven monthly victories back in 
1952, but these were not all per¬ 
fect performances. 

“This has been the result of 
really fine teamwork,” Supt. Fred 
Grossher said. “And the desire 
throughout the departments to 
keep up our batting average has 
become more and more intense 
as the winning streak continued. 

“Obviously, the record would 
have been impossible without the 
active help and personal pride of 
every single member of fabrica¬ 
tion. 

“However, we aren’t stopping 


HONORED —R. C. Sebold, 
left, vice president - engineering 
for Convair, shown with L. L. 
Colbert, president of Chrysler 
Corporation, after latter present¬ 
ed Sebold with plaque "in recog¬ 
nition of outstanding contribu¬ 
tions to field of aeronautics." 
Sebold, who guided design of 
B-36 during time he was chief 
engineer at Fort Worth, has been 
with Convair nearly 25 years. 


Co nvairiety Honored 
For U.S. Bonds Help 

Convairiety was singled out. 
this month from among South¬ 
ern California industrial publi¬ 
cations in recognition of “the 
best editorial support of the 
U.S. Savings Bonds” program 
during the last six months. 

Awards were presented at 
the Pacific Coast Industrial 
Editors Conference at Los 
Angeles to a number of publi¬ 
cations with Convairiety receiv¬ 
ing the top, or “sweepstakes” 
award. 

J. B. M e s s i c k, California 
state director, U.S. Savings 
Bonds Division, Treasury De¬ 
partment, praised Convairiety 
as a leading publication in its 
field and called special atten¬ 
tion to its support for the bonds 
program not only during 1954 
but in past years, as well. W. 
B. Weickersheimmer of the Con¬ 
vair San Diego editorial office 
was present to receive the 
award. 


FAST MOVING — Lt. Gen. 
Samuel E. Anderson, director of 
weapon systems evaluation 
group, USAF, left, shown during 
brisk walk between buildings at 
Convair Pomona in company 
with Pomona manager, Charles 
F. Horne. 
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SACSEAT—This is how a fully equipped pilot iooks strapped into Convair's new SACseat, an 
ejection-type seat especially designed for aircraft flying at high speeds. Model is F. S. Katz, of 
engineering. Other photo snows seat alone. Handgrips on either side of seat are used when pilot 
wants to shoot himself and the seat into the air. Roominess of chair is shown by these figures on Katz: 
he's six feet three inches tall and weighs 253 pounds. 

/ Convair SACseat 7 , New Type Ejection Chair, 
Developed at FW for High Speed Aircraft 

A new airplane seat makes it safer for a pilot as he’s 
shot into the air with gunpowder. 

Called “Convair SACseat,” the new ejection-type air¬ 
craft chair sets new standards for safety and comfort, ac¬ 
cording to August C. Esenwein, manager at Convair Fort 
Worth. 

It is approved for use in the 
new Convair B-58 supersonic 
bomber being built at Fort Worth. 

In emergency, the pilot grabs 
handgrips built into the chair. 

This sets off a charge of gun¬ 
powder. The charge starts ma¬ 
chinery which removes the canopy 
over the pilot’s head. 

Not until then can the pilot 
pull a trigger to set off the second 
charge of gunpowder. This hurtles 
him upward into the sky—fast 
enough and high enough to make 
certain that he clears the air¬ 
plane. 

Handgrips and triggers are on 
both sides of the seat. Thus the 


pilot may escape the plane by 
use of either hand. 

He can throw himself to safety 
from any adjustment position by 
using only one hand and forearm. 
This is vital when forces of gravi¬ 
ty are high (as well they might 
be when flying airplanes designed 
to react supersonic speeds) or 
when the pilot is injured. 

SACseat has no need for stir¬ 
rups—possible cause of leg and 
foot injuries in the usual type 
toss-out seat. 

Another safety feature is a 
telescoping leg guard which ex¬ 
tends downward when the trigger 
is pulled. This keeps the pilot’s 


Major Medical' Plan Goes 
Effect at All Plants 

Final corporation-wide figures released this week show 
that “major medical” has been overwhelmingly accepted 
by those employees eligible for the new protection. 

At Convair Pomona, last plant to complete solicitation, 
the new supplement to Convair’s basic group insurance 
plan went into effect Monday (Nov. 1) after more than 
93.5 per cent of those eligible to join signed up during 
the solicitation, which ended Oct. 21. 


Convair San Diego figures 
show over 91 per cent of those 
eligible are now covered by the 
plan. 

Eighty-nine per cent of eligible 
employees at Convair Fort Worth 
are signed up for the extra bene¬ 
fits representing more than 
14,350 of the 16,150 employees 
who carry basic group insurance. 

Convair Daingerfield, with the 
smallest employment among Con¬ 
vair plants, reported the largest 
percentage of participation in 
the plan. Ninety-seven per cent 
of all employees at Daingerfield 
carry basic group insurance and 


of that number, 97 per cent sign¬ 
ed up for “major medical.” 

“Major medical” was offered 
to eligible Convair employees 
carrying basic group insurance. 
For a small additional premium 
each week the insured is given 
coverage for so-called “disaster- 
type” cases where treatment runs 
into thousands of dollars. The 
plan takes over where basic group 
leaves off by paying 75 per cent 
of additional costs up to $5,000 
less a $100 deductible. 

The plan was to be put into 
effect if 75 per cent of those 
eligible accepted it. 


legs from being blown under the 
seat and injured. 

Designed to military standards, 
SACseat is adaptable to all 
methods of takeoff: conventional, 
catapult or vertical, such as that 
of the XFY-1 “Pogo Stick” verti¬ 
cal takeoff fighter built at Con¬ 
vair’s San Diegor plant. 

Comfort-wise, SACseat has 30 
percent more hip room than other 
bucket-type seats. Although there 
is 22 inches of hip room, the arm 
rests are a convenient 19 inches 
apart. 

A paddle cradle-type headrest 
protects the pilot during ejection. 
It also steadies the neck and head 
during takeoff, and is comfortable 
during flight. 

The seat was designed in the 
engineering department group' 
headed by Wendell Eldred. 


@toet6 


A three-way dieting contest in¬ 
volving Andy (H.C.) Anderson, 
Fred Gignilliat and Dr. Jack 
Leverett was called “no contest” 
recently when Anderson revealed 
his strategy. 

Hoping to lose 10 to 20 pounds 
in two to four weeks, they vowed 
to stick to their menu. 

Not Anderson. He went on two 
diets! 

“Easier that way,” he quipped. 
“I can loose twice as much on 
two diets as one and besides with 
two I get twice as much to eat.” 
* * * 

John Watson of training is still 
wondering if his friend got home 
from a party held recently at 
swanky Western Hills Hotel. 

Just gassing, John asked: 
“Where’re you staying?” 

The reply: “Oh, down the road 
a ways . . . . ” 

“Which way?” asked John. 

“Darnfino. . .” 


B-58 Program 
Gets Additional 
Appropriation 

Plant remodeling and purchases amounting to more 
than $4,000,000 were announced at Convair Fort Worth 
this week. All are for testing or to speed production of the 
B-58, the Air Forces first supersonic bomber. 


'Bow-Loader' 
Makes Initial 
Flight at SD 

Convair’s “bow-loading” ver¬ 
sion of the R3Y Tradewind, de¬ 
signated the R3Y-2, made its in¬ 
itial flight from San Diego Bay 
Oct. 22. 

With Don P. Germeraad, chief 
engineering test pilot for Navy 
Projects, and a five-man Convair 
crew aboard, the turboprop sea¬ 
plane logged an hour and 23 
minutes on its maiden flight. 

Also aboard were Jack Elliott, 
co-pilot, B. B. Gray and R. M. 
Bloom, flight engineers, and Jin- 
Mason and E. H. Davies, flight 
test engineers. 

Nicknamed the “flying LST” 
by some, the R3Y-2 is designed 
to land guns, trucks, small tanks, 
troops and cargo directly on 
beaches. Preliminary tests al¬ 
ready have been conducted with 
the planes on the shores of San 
Diego Bay to demonstrate how 
swiftly the Navy can operate in 
amphibious operations. 

For an assault mission, the 
(Continued on Page 2) 

Weather Halts 
YC-131C Tests 

Cloudy weather put a hitch in 
YC-131C No. 2 flight tests at 
Convair Fort Worth last month. 

With the clouds came damp, 
humid air. Flights were cancel¬ 
led for fear that this might af¬ 
fect sensitive instruments rigged 
up for the test. 

These tests, among other 
things, involve measuring propel¬ 
ler vibration. This, in turn, will 
enable technicians to predict the 
probable life of the props on the 
Air Force’s first twin-engine 
turboprop transport. 

Capt. C. L. Gandy, assisted 
by local Air Force personnel serv- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Although a portion of the facil¬ 
ities funds were approved by the 
Air Force some time ago, they 
could not be announced until the 
Air Force’s order for B-58’s was 
made public. (Convairiety Oct. 
20 ), 

The first funds totaling more 
than two million dollars were al¬ 
located for machine tools, labora¬ 
tory equipment, and a high alti¬ 
tude test chamber. Specifications 
are now being drawn up for the 
test chamber. It will be built 
somewhere near the development 
hangar. 

Second contract of $266,250 is 
to convert the wooden mezz into 
additional office space for the 
engineering department. This 
work will be completed during 
the month. 

The third contract of two mil¬ 
lion-plus will go for additional 
B-58 testing equipment. The 
radar sighting tower to be built 
on the south end of the adminis¬ 
tration building will be included 
in these funds. Money from this 
contract will also go for machine 
tools, laboratory equipment and 
special processing equipment. 

Additional facilities funds are 
expected to be approved in the 
near future. 


Budros Named 
To VP Office 

J. L. Budros, personnel manager 
at Convair Fort Worth, was elect¬ 
ed vice president of the Texas 
Personnel Management Associa¬ 
tion last week at its annual con¬ 
vention in Austin^ 

Budros presided at a meeting 
of the general assembly on Thurs¬ 
day, Oct. 28. 

Budros spoke a week earlier 
before a conference of the Texas 
Manufacturers Association. The 
meeting was in Fort Worth. 

Budros joined Convair at San 
Diego in February 1942. He trans¬ 
ferred to Fort Worth as safety 
engineering supervisor in 1948. 
He became personnel manager in 
1953. 


Management Club at FW to Use Secret 
Ballots in Selecting 1955 Officers 


Convair Fort. Worth Manage¬ 
ment Club members will go to 
the polls on Monday, Nov. 8, to 
elect officers for 1955. Run-off 
elections are slated for Nov. 15. 

Ray Kendall, nominating com¬ 
mittee chairman, reported that 
secret ballots will be used.. Ballot 
boxes will be placed in several 
areas throughout the plant. 

Candidates for president are: 
D. H. Curlee, Dept. 27; W. H. 
Govett, Dept. 50; and S. J. Mid¬ 
dleton, Dept. 24-7. 

Vice president (days): M. C. 
Baumgardner, Dept. 24; L. C. Cal¬ 
houn, Dept. 22; and R. E. Walk- 
ington, Dept. 20. Nights: S. R. 
Allen, Dept. 20; G. P. Gleeson, 
Dept. 22; and J. E. McBride, 
Dept. 14. 


Candidates for corresponding 
secretary are: D. G. Brew, Dept. 
22; F. W. Buehler, Dept. 7-2; and 
R. A. Wagner, Dept. 3-3. Re¬ 
cording secretary: J. L. Coburn, 
Dept. 27; T. G. Croft, Dept. 3; 
and W. H. Knight, Dept. 25. 

Treasurer candidates are: F. F. 
Gignilliat, Dept. 3; J. R. May¬ 
berry, Dept. 9; and P. J. Quin- 
livan, Dept. 26-2. 

Candidates for the Board of 
Control are: G. W. Beckham, 
Dept. 81; C. D. Bostick, Dept. 40; 
J. J. Braden, Dept. 33; R. P. Co- 
zad, Dept. 6; J. V. Crotty, Dept. 
6; W. E. Harrison, Dept. 7-3; E. 
Kardaras, Dept. 91; J. D. Lanier, 
Dept. 93; P. J. Mais, Dept. 6; J. 
O. Muncy, Dept. 93; J. R. Shuter, 
Dept. 24, and R. D. Timms, Dept. 
20. Five of these will be elected. 
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Seek CntrieA 


Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are due 
during the period Oct. 15 through 
Oct. 31: 

Ten-year: Dept. 6, H. H. Hamilton, 

C. L. Price Jr. Dept. 14, F. E. Rose. 
Dept. 15, W. M. Hurst. Dept. 29, R. B. 
Lester. Dept. 31, J. W. Bursey, C. R. 
Scott, D. B. Spurlock, J. A. Vanderford 
Jr. 

Dept. 40, J. S. Deuvall, T. F. Hach- 
tel, F. J. Owen, M. D. Self. Dept. 48, 
V. V. Chase, C. E. Loftin, F. M! Snow. 
Dept. 50, A. P. Michael. 

Dept. 63, H. L. Walker. Dept. 64, 

I. W. Sutton. Dept. 73, L. H. Hester. 
Dept. 74, E. M. McCleskey. Dept. 81, 
B. L. Gipson, W. E. Roe, R. L. Wil- 
kerson. 

Dept. 91, E. Kirk, J. W. Orrell. 

Dept. 92, C. L. Maserang, B. M. Plow¬ 
man. Dept. 93, W. D. Bonner, A. O. 
Chewning, E. A. Parker, V. H. 
Rhoades. Dept. 95, M. J. Forehand, 
R. O. Statum, W. D. Willis. Dept. 96, 
A. W. Dixon, L. T. Kammer. 

Five-year: Dept. 4, H. C. Seigler. 
Dept. 6, R. E. Allen, H. P. Cowan, 

H. D. Deeds, R. G. Kisler, C. R. Morri¬ 
son, R. L. Ryter, G. R. Spitzer, D. A. 
West. 

Dept. 11, H. M. Shadwick. Dept. 15, 
O. M. Brady. Dept. 20, R. Erwin. 
Dept. 22, F. L. Cobler, N. C. Kelley. 

Dept. 24, R. W. Brown Jr. Dept. 25, 

J. G. Berger, E. D. Tregre, J. L. 
Zelko. 

Dept. 27, J. D. Camley, B. J. Wood- 
fin. Dept. 33, J. E. Jacques, W. E. 
Johnston, W. M. Melvin, H. J. Vannoy. 
Dept. 48, C. Decker. Dept. 64, R. L. 
Harris. 

Dept. 74, L. R. Deese, I. G. Hill, 

D. W. Litchfield, M. F. Tims. Dept. 
75, L. A. Drennan. Dept. 81, L. Scott. 
Dept. 94, L. D. Frank. Dept 95, A. 
M. Hestilow Jr. 

Awards 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective October 14: 

Dept. 4, Material: to material con¬ 
trol assistant supervisor, E. M. Lizarra- 
ras; to material liaison man, C. L. 
Rothacker; to product change analyst, 
V. F. Sisk; to assistant foreman group 
III, J. T. Y. Tyler. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to senior aero- 
pfrysics engineer, M. F. Brust; to test 
engineer, L. R. Burrow Jr. ; to engi¬ 
neering publication assistant supervisor, 
J. T. Cockerham; to design engineer, 
J. B. Frazier, W. O. Warmack; to 
senior test engineer, J. M. Martin Jr. ; 
to project design engineer, O. R. Til¬ 
bury. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: to 
manufacturing project analyst, D. R. 
Agee Jr., G. R. Spitzer, R. O. Whaley; 
to master scheduler, C. H. Cornielson, 
P. L. Holland, W. G. Lovell, F. F. 
Petty, K. Wheeler. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tool and opera¬ 
tion plan supervisor, G. W. Harrington ; 
to assistant foreman group III, I. J. 
Kline; to senior tool engineer, W. J. 
McCoy; to tooling analyst, J. W. Mc¬ 
Lean, R. K. Vance. 

Dept. 76, Armament: to assistant 
foreman group III, R. L. Wright. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: to tool manu¬ 
facturing assistant foreman, G. C. 
Gann. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

HENRIETTA—Daughter' Judy Ann, 7 
lbs. 13 oz., born Oct. 7 to Mr. and Mrs. 
F. L. Henrietta, Dept. 27-1. 

RIVERA—.Son, Timothy, 9 lbs. 14% 
oz., born July 28 to Mr. and Mrs. E. 
Rivera, Dept. 30. 

DAINGERFIELD 


Six Courses 
Added at FW 

Six more courses, available to 
all Convair Fort Worth employ¬ 
ees, have been added to the 
Convair training program. 

They are: tool and operations 
planning, first shift shop trigono¬ 
metry, first shift shop mathe¬ 
matics, second shift aircraft 
drafting, and elementary and ad¬ 
vanced production illustration. 

Tool and operations planning 
will meet each Tuesday and Wed¬ 
nesday for the first shift. Sec¬ 
ond shift classes will meet Wed¬ 
nesdays and Fridays. Cost of 
the 60-hour course is $8.50. 

First shift class in shop mathe¬ 
matics will meet each Monday 
and Thursday from 4 to 6 p.m. 
The 50-hour course costs $7. E. 
B. Shick, Dept. 81, will be the 
instructor. 

Shop trigonometry for first 
shift will meet at 4 p.m. each 
Monday and Wednesday with C. 
D. Harrison, Dept. 81, instruct¬ 
ing. Cost for this 60-hour course 
is $8.50. 

Aircraft drafting, second shift, 
will meet at 10 a.m. on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. D. H. Nolen, 
Dept. 24-2 is instructor. Cost is 
$7.50 for 50 hours, plus textbooks 
and drafting instruments. 



> 

HONORED—L. L. Odie and L. O. Crumrine admire merit award 
presented to Convair FW’s engineering illustrations section won in 
recent contest staged by Fort Worth Advertising Club. Odle won 
individual award in same competition. 

Bright Ideas Pay Dividends 
When Turned Into Suggestions 


Wanta make yourself a tidy 
piece of change? 

It can be done. Because 99 


dollars of the taxpayers’ money. 
And Convair employees, of 
course, are taxpayers, too. 


FORT WORTH 

The following employees received 
awards totaling $111.24 for the period 
ending Oct. 18: 

Dept. 4, Material: Neil Whitley. 
Dept. 29, Inspection-Modernization: 
Arthur P. Rose. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: B. W. 
Jordan. 

Dept. 48, Fuel and Oil Tank Sealing: 
C. H. Gremminger. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: Leonard D. 
Tunnell. 

Lost & Found 

FORT WORTH 

LOST—Keys on key ring lost Oct. 15 
near station 42. Have identification tag 
on them. Please return to H. D. Phil¬ 
lips, Dept. 63 or call NO-1301. 

LOST — Wedding and engagement 
rings fastened with ring guard. Wed¬ 
ding ring has nine chip diamonds. 
Engagement ring has one center and 
three diamonds on each side. Lost 
Oct. 15 in Dept. 24 or rest room near 
there. Finder please contact Frances M 
Campbell, Dept. 24-7, at ext. 2176. 


GLENN—Daughter, Debra Ann, 7 lbs. 
11 oz., born October 15 to Mr. and 
Mrs. E. E. Glenn, Dept. 1. 

WALTON—Daughter, Gilda Lynne, 5 
lbs. 4 oz., born Oct. 10 to Mr. and 
Mrs. W. R. Walton, Dept. 7. 


Deaths 


FORT WORTH 

DOWIES—Jack Wayne, Dept. 82, died 
Oct. 10. Survivors are parents in 
Houston. 

KUTEJ—Jack, Dept. 74. Died Oct. 
18 ifrom injuries suffered in automobile 
accident. Survivors are wife, parents, 
four brothers and three sisters. 


Temple Selected 
For Safety Posts 

Fred Temple, safety engineer¬ 
ing supervisor at Convair Fort 
Worth, was named to two na¬ 
tional safety offices at a conven¬ 
tion last month in Chicago. 

Temple was elected general 
chairman of the aeronautical in¬ 
dustries section of the National 
Safety Council, and appointed to 
the executive committee of the 
American Society of Safety Engi¬ 
neers. 

A Convair employee for 11 
years, Temple came to Convair as 
a safety inspector. In 1950, he 
was named safety engineering 
supervisor. 

He is a member at large of the 
executive committee of the ASSE; 
and vice chairman and program 
chairman of Aircraft Industries 
Section, which includes all air¬ 
craft manufacturers. He is also 
active in the Fort Worth Safety 
Council. 



Convair SD Gives 
Nine Scholarships 

Convair San Diego has award¬ 
ed scholarships to nine top San 
Diego State College students, 
H. R. Rubottom, training super¬ 
visor, announced last week. 

The awards were issued in 
specified fields on the basis of 
outstanding aptitude and scholar¬ 
ship records, and selections were 
made by the college “scholarship 
and loans’ committee” working 
in cooperation with a special 
committee composed of Rubot¬ 
tom, Mil Lachman, SD assistant 
training supervisor, Dr. Glenn 
Hodge and Mrs. Frances Torbert 
of the college faculty. 

Scholars receiving awards and 
their fields are: James G. Shriv- 
er, Charles J. Durnian, account¬ 
ing; Donald MacDonald, Richard 
Mooney, business management; 
Kenneth Wilson, Raymond Wil¬ 
son, physics; Donald Bellairs, 
Joseph A. Seavello, Glenn Donald¬ 
son Jr., engineering. 

The Convair grants cover the 
students’ tuition, plus certain ex¬ 
tra expense, and are issued on a- 
semester basis. 


Two courses in production illus¬ 
tration will also be held. The 
course in elementary work will 
be taught by T. H. Carr. Johnie 
Herbert will teach the advanced 
course. 

Employees interested in enroll¬ 
ing in any of these courses may 
call Jess Butts, ext. 5245. Fur¬ 
ther information is also available 
in the training section, col. 73 in 
the Administration Building. 


“Polly wants a cracker and put 
some butter on it!” 


R3Y-2 Makes Flight 
From San Diego Bay 

(Continued from Page 1) 
R3Y-2 lands offshore and taxis 
to the beach. The bow opens up¬ 
ward and a ramp extends as the 
seaplane approaches the beach, to 
unload vehicles or troops. For 
take-off, the pilot simply reverses 
the propellers and backs away. 

A fleet of R3Y and R3Y-2 air¬ 
planes now under construction at 
Convair SD is scheduled to go in¬ 
to service in 1955. All have air 
conditioning and pressurization 
systems, the first ever built into 
large water-based transports. 

rowered by four 5,500 horse¬ 
power Allison T-40 turboprop en¬ 
gines, the R3Y airplanes can fly 
at speeds of more than 350 miles 
an hour. 


B-36 Wing Flies 
Non-Stop to Guam 

The first full wing of giant 
B-36s arrived in Guam last month 
after a non-stop flight from Fair- 
child AFB in Spokane, Wash. 

Smaller groups of B-36s have 
flown to the Far East before, but 
this is the first time an entire 
bomb wing was sent. 

The Air Force announced the 
wing will remain in Guam for a 
90-day training period. The move 
is in line with an Air Force policy 
of rotational training, which sends 
SAC wings to various parts of 
the world on temporary duty as¬ 
signments. 

The wing, the 92nd of SAC’s 
15th Air Force, replaced the 509th 
Medium Bomb Wing which has 
returned to Walker AFB, Ros¬ 
well, N. M. 
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Cloudy Skies Halt 
YC-131C Flight Tests 

(Continued from Page 1) 
ing as co-pilots, said he expected 
to finish flight tests- late this 
week or early next week—weather 
permitting. 

Later in November the ship is 
expected to join ship No. 1 at 
Edwards AFB, Muroc, Calif. 
There it will go thru about a 
year of tests. Then both planes 
are expected to be signed over 
to the Military Air Transport 
service. 

The two ships are model 340 
Convair-Liners built at San Diego 
and souped up with the YT-56- 
AS Allison engines at Fort 
Worth. The engines develop 
3,750 equivalent shaft horse¬ 
power each. 


Convair Fort Worth employees 
have already done it this year. 

They won all the way from $5 
to $265. 

How? With bright ideas. Ideas 
that showed Convair how to save 
money, thus helping Convair de¬ 
sign, ' develop, build, service and 
maintain aircraft for less money. 

“This is now especially import¬ 
ant to every employee in the 
plant,” emphasized August C. 
Esenwein, manager. “Here’s the 
reason why: we’re now at a rela¬ 
tively low ebb in production-type 
work. 

“That means that the ratio be¬ 
tween direct employees (those 
who do work directly concerned 
with production) and indirect em¬ 
ployees (such as service depart¬ 
ments like personnel and account¬ 
ing) is high. 

“This gives Convair Fort Worth 
a high overhead rate. And this 
puts us in a tough spot when 
we go to bid for new business. 
With every bid, we have to in¬ 
clude in the price enough money 
to cover this high overhead. 

“And if everything else were 
equal—the company with the low¬ 
est overhead would win the busi¬ 
ness. 

“So every time we can save— 
anywhere—is more important to¬ 
day than ever before.” 

As proof that savings can be 
made, have a look at the employee 
suggestion plan and the cost im¬ 
provement plan: so far this year, 
employees have submitted ideas 
which have saved Convair a total 
of more than $1,700,000. 

Employee suggestions account 
for $59,218 of the saving. 

“This is only about 50 per cent 
of our ES quota,” said W. D. 
Barclay, assistant supervisor in 
the suggestion section. 

This means that with only 11 
weeks to go, sharpie-type Convair 
employees can earn themselves 
awards, and at the same time 
help save Convair thousands of 


“No matter what small amount 
of saving may be involved,” said 
Barclay, “we want to hear about 
it. It’s trite, but: every little bit 
helps.” 

Top award winners to date are 
H. C. Bruce, Dept. 29, T. H. 
Moore, Dept. 48, Earl C.. Brown¬ 
ley, Dept. 50, G. H. McIntyre, 
Dept. 4-2; and L. A. Knowland, 
Dept. 25-3. All of them won 
awards of $135 or more. 

Some employees win repeated¬ 
ly. B. R. Israel, Dept. 20-4, has 
won six awards. Neil Whitley, 
Dept. 4-1, has taken home money 
on four awards. 

To date, 139 salaried employees 
have submitted CIPs for savings 
of $1,699,948. They do not re¬ 
ceive cash awards, though. In¬ 
stead, the amount saved is chalk¬ 
ed on the department’s record. 

Nine departments have reached 
100 per cent of their quotas for 
CIPs. Eight departments have 
reached 100 per cent on ESs. 

“But,” said Barclay, “quite a 
few departments have some 
catching up to do. We want each 
department to make its quota. 
And we’re sure each department 
wants to.” 


Delta-Wing Exhibit 
Shown at Houston 

A “delta-wing exhibit” show¬ 
ing models of three of Convair’s 
delta-wing airplanes was on dis¬ 
play the past weekend in Hous¬ 
ton. 

Occasion was opening of Hous¬ 
ton’s new $5,000,000 terminal 
building at the airport. Shown in 
the exhibit were XFY-1 vertical 
take-off fighter, the XF2Y “Sea 
Dart” and the F-102 supersonic 
jet fighter. 

Malcolm Holloway, Dept. 2 ad¬ 
ministrative assistant at Convair 
Fort Worth, manned the exhibit, 
which was built in San Diego. 


Carswell AFB Leads 
SAC Safety Contest 

If Carswell AFB keeps up the 
good work, it may end up with 
a coveted SAC safety trophy. 
SAC awards the trophy each 
year to the base with the fewest 
accidents. 

For three straight months, 
Carswell has topped all other 
bases in the race for the base- 
of-the-year honors. 

At the same time, a report 
named Lt. Col. John P. McKin¬ 
non’s crew, 11th Bomb Wing, as 
the crew-of-the-month for “ex¬ 
emplary performance in winning 
the outstanding bomber crew title 
during the recent bombing and 
navigation contest.” 

McKinnon’s crew was chosen to 
enter the SAC World Series of 
Bombing for v their consistently 
excellent results on all types of 
missions. 


Dr. Wixell Next 
FW Club Speaker 


Dr. Wesley Wixell of the 
Louisiana State University fac¬ 
ulty will be guest speaker at the 
Nov. 17 meeting of the Convair 
Fort Worth Management Club. 
Title of his speech will be an¬ 
nounced later. 

A. E. Northcott, program 
chairman, said the social hour 
starting at 6 p.m. will be held in 
the Longhorn Room at the Hotel 
Texas. The dinner meeting will 
be held at 6:45 p.m. in the Hall 
of Exhibits, across the street 
from the Hotel Texas. 

Further details about the meet¬ 
ing will be announced at a later 
date. Jack Brittain, club presi¬ 
dent, urged all members to at¬ 
tend. 


Aircraft Factories 
Safer Than Farms 

Aircraft factory workers are 
safer than farm workers, dele¬ 
gates to the governor’s Industrial 
Safety Conference were told this 
month in Coronado by M. I. Ger- 
shenson, chief of the State Divi¬ 
sion of Labor Statistics. 

Aircraft has fewer disabling in¬ 
juries for every thousand work¬ 
ers than does agriculture, he said. 
(And Convair has far fewer than 
the national aircraft industry 
averages.) 

Attending from Convair San 
Diego were: Supts. F. E. Gross- 
her, S. J. Barinka, J. P. Hopman, 
A. R. Johnson, General Foremen 
H. D. Cromartie, R. E. Elo, L. L. 
Tuttle, F. J. Eppich, Foreman T. 
C. Berardini. Y. D. Naliboff re¬ 
presented SD’s safety section, 
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DISTINGUISHED VISITORS—Convair Pomona played host last month to 
Defense Secretary Charles E. Wilson and high-ranking service personnel. At left 
Marine helicopters bearing the party settle down beside Building 2 at Pomona. 
Center shows Secretary Wilson arm-in-arm with J. V. Naish, Convair's executive 
vice president, as they entered administration building. Directly behind is Charles 


F. Horne, manager at Convair Pomona, and Rear Admiral John Whitney, USN. 
At right Secretary Wilson chats with T. G. Lanphier, Jr., left, Convair vice presi¬ 
dent and assistant to the president, and J. V. Naish. In background are Maj. Gen. 
Christian F. Schilt, USMC, Maj. Gen. David Baker, USAF, and James H. Douglas, 
under-secretary of defense for the Air Force. 


'Family Night' Observed 
By Convair SD Engineers 


FW Profile Machine Cufs 
In All Three Dimensions 


Many families of Convair San 
Diego engineers got their first 
look at the results of “Dad’s” 
labors last month when the engi¬ 
neering department held its first 
“family night.” 

Because of limited seating 
capacity at San Diego’s Hoover 
High School, the family night 
was actually a three-day affair 


Dworak Attends Small 
Business Conference 

Otto Dworak, outside product¬ 
ion chief at Convair Fort Worth, 
was in Washington, D.C., Oct. 29 
to attend sessions of the Air 
Force advisory group on small 
business. 

The 16-man board serves in an 
advisory capacity to Roger Lewis, 
assistant secretary to the Air 
Force. Purpose is to explore 
ways and means of improving 
small business know-how and to 
maintain small business in order 
that it could help if war required 
an all-out effort. 


A construction program involv¬ 
ing $7,345,250 is now under way 
at Carswell Air Force Base, 
across the runways from Convair 
Fort Worth. 

One of the largest projects— 
a $2,300,000 item—is a new han¬ 
gar which will be capable of com¬ 
pletely enclosing four B-36s at 
one time. 

It is 300 by 550 feet in area, 
and 75 feet high. 

Repair shops will be built from 
the ground to the ceiling—three 
stories housing 11 repair shops. 


staged Oct. 18-19-20. Tickets for 
over 1,300 guests per night were 
passed out in engineering. 

B. F. Coggan, manager at Con¬ 
vair SD, made short welcoming 
speeches and outlined briefly the 
importance of the engineer in 
Convair’s operations. 

Frank Fink, chief engineer at 
SD, served as master of cere¬ 
monies and personally narrated a 
45-minute film showing most of 
Convair’s products in action. Fink 
also introduced San Diego’s four 
assistant chief engineers, R. L. 
Bayless, K. J. Bossart, J. H. 
Famme and C. F. McCabe. 

An added feature of the pro¬ 
gram was a short film on “Avia¬ 
tion Oddities.” 

“The enthusiasm displayed over 
our first attempt at entertaining 
families of engineers has prompt¬ 
ed us to set up tentative plans 
for making this an annual af¬ 
fair,” said H. T. Brooks, who co¬ 
ordinated planning for the event 
with Harold Driscoll of engineer¬ 
ing publications. 


Each of the hangar’s four air¬ 
craft doors has 12 panels. And 
each panel weighs between two 
and three tons. Each is 35 feet 
wide and 65 feet high. A one 
horsepower motor moves each 
panel. 

Another major project of inter¬ 
est to Convair crews flying B-36s 
and aircraft of the future is an 
extension of the main runway. 
A total of 3,300 feet is being 
added to give it an overall length 
of 11,500 feet, one of the longest 
in the nation. This project also 
is estimated to cost $2,300,000. 



ELECTED—R. H. Biron, Con¬ 
vair vice president - administra¬ 
tion, takes office this month as 
member of board of directors of 
California Manufacturers Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Manufacturers 
Elect Biron 

R. H. Biron, Convair vice presi¬ 
dent—administration, has been 
named a member of the board of 
directors of the California Manu¬ 
facturers Association. 

Induction of new board mem¬ 
bers will be held in conjunction 
with the Association’s annual 
meeting Nov. 9 at the Fairmont 
Hotel, San Francisco. 

Biron was one of four execu¬ 
tives of Southern California cor¬ 
porations elected to a four-year 
term during the annual election 
of the Association Oct. 15 in San 
Francisco. 

Others from the Southern Cali¬ 
fornia region scheduled to take 
office at the same time are: T. T. 
Arden, executive vice president 
of the Robertshaw-Fulton Con¬ 
trols Co., of Lynwood; A. O. 
Dragge, regional manager of the 
A. O. Smith Corp., of Los An¬ 
geles; and S. A. Halgren, vice 
president of Carnation Co., of Los 
Angeles. 

The new directors will be wel¬ 
comed at the annual meeting of 
the Board Nov. 8 at the Mark 
Hopkins Hotel, San Francisco, at 
which time officers for the 1954- 
55 year will be elected. 


Erickson Addresses 
Carswell Flyers 

“Flying Technique” was the 
topic of a talk given by B. A. 
Erickson of Convair Fort Worth 
before all flying personnel of the 
7th and 11th Bomb Wings at 
Carswell Air Force Base Oct. 16. 

Erickson is manager of flight. 
The meeting was one in a series 
on flying safety and is a part of 
SAC’s year-long accident preven¬ 
tion campaign. 


“Through these machines pass 
some of the most beautiful tool¬ 
ing in the world ...” 

That might .well be the motto 
of Convair Fort Worth’s tooling 
department in general, and of 
complicated and expensive dupli¬ 
cating machines which do just 
about everything but mimeograph 
work. 

Take the three-dimensional pro¬ 
filing machine in Dept. 81, for in¬ 
stance. 

Here’s more than $100,000 
worth of machinery which is 
proving invaluable in B-58 pre- 
production work. At the time 
the picture below was made, M. 
A. Lighthart was working on a 
Kirksite die about three feet high 
and five feet long. The die event¬ 
ually will be used in a bonding 
process. 

The die was first put into blue¬ 
print form by tool engineers. The 


pattern shop then made a plaster 
pattern. 

The pattern is mounted at top 
of the three-dimensional profiling 
machine. There a tracer—a fin¬ 
ger, in a sense—feels over the 
pattern. As it does, it transmits 
electrical impulses which guide 
the cutter below. 

Whatever the Braille-like fin¬ 
ger feels, the cutter duplicates in 
Kirksite. It’s called “three-dimen¬ 
sional” because in duplicating, it’s 
just that. It duplicates the pat¬ 
tern up, down and sideways. 

The three-by-five-foot die isn’t 
nearly the capacity of the mach¬ 
ine. Though this particular part 
weighs in the neighborhood of 
two and one-half tons, the mach¬ 
ine can take pieces as large as 
seven feet high and 15 feet long. 

And as long as the tracer can 
“feel” the pattern, the machine 
can produce it. 



THREE-DIMENSIONAL — M. A. Lighthart of Convair FW 
perches atop control platform as profiling machine cuts pattern in 
steel below following closely pattern above through "finger." 



"Whatever ya do, don't keep him waiting for you in the 
mornings!" 



FAMILY AFFAIR—Among the thousands who turned out for first 
"family night" staged by Convair SD engineering department were 
the L. O. Cederwalls and sons Alan, Phillip and Paul. Guests saw 
movies of Convair products in action. 

Carswell AFB Builds New Hangar Capable 
Of 'Swallowing' Four B-36s at One Time 
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Convair Helps 

Seadogs Become Rockhounds 
During Hospital Recovery 


SCULPTURE— Henry Growald works on ceramic head as daughter Nancy stands by as model. 
Finished head at left is of son Dick and was first to be finished. Picture in background is of Gro¬ 
wald at the age of 2. It was painted by his father, a professional portrait painter. 

Growald Uses Family Group as Models 
In Sculpturins Life-Size Ceramic Heads 


Thanks to an assist from a 
group at Convair San Diego, sea- 
dogs are becoming rockhounds at 
San Diego's Naval Hospital. 

Convalescent sailors are learn¬ 
ing the ancient art of cutting and 
polishing precious and semiprec¬ 
ious stones that will probably 
wind up as trinkets on Christ¬ 
mas trees this year as gifts of 
patients. 

And much of the credit goes to 
the CRA Rockhounds at San 
Diego. 

Hal Leppart, Dept. 5, helped 
start the program when he found 
the Hospital had the necessary 
equipment but no instructors for 
teaching the lapidary hobby. The 
Red Cross .supplied a volunteer, 
Mrs. Thomas Rutkowski, and the 
Rockhounds did the rest. She 
was given lessons in the hobby 
at the Rockhounds' Shack and 
then helped to set up the program 
at the Naval installation. 


“Recuperation periods for ser¬ 
vicemen are always painful and 
boring," Mrs. Rutkowski said.. 
“Learning this hobby helps to 
boost them along toward recov¬ 
ery. The Navy calls it ‘diversion- 
al therapy.'" 

The program is a joint effort 
of the Navy, which supplies and 
services the equipment, the Red 
Cross, which adds a volunteer in¬ 
structor, and the Convair Rock¬ 
hounds, who furnished the initial 
know-how to start the program 
and continue to supply most of 
the raw material through volun¬ 
teer donations from their ranks. 

“I wish it were possible to ex¬ 
press my full appreciation for the 
part the Convair group has play¬ 
ed in the program," Mrs. Rutkow¬ 
ski added. “Without their help it 
would never have been possible 
to offer this splendid pastime for 
men in a crucial stage of their 
recovery." 


Most people try to get ahead in 
business. 

But Henry Growald tries only 
to get a head. 

That's because his hobby is 
making heads—ceramic type. 

Growald, chief of engineering 
tests at Convair Fort Worth, has 
finished his second head and is 
now working on his third. They 
are life-size replicas of members 
of his family. 

It's a time-consuming process 
that goes into making one of 
these pieces. First, sketches are 
made of both profile and full 
face. Then detailed sketches of 
various parts of the face, and of 
planes in portions of the face are 
made. 

Next comes an armature, a 
framework for the sculpture 
which keeps the heavy clay from 
sagging. It's a base composed of 
lead piping to support the heavier 
parts with copper wire and wood¬ 


en crosses to complete it. 

Next comes the clay. It must 
be kept wet at all times by using 
an insect sprayer, a wet cloth, or 
plastic. 

The actual process of making 
the head starts with small sau- 
sag*e-like rolls of clay. These are 
put on to conform to the shape 
of the head and face. 

Next comes the “taking away" 
process. Kitchen tools—like spoon 
handles—may be used. And again 
it's important to keep everything 
wet. 

The head is finished now as far 
as shaping is concerned. And the 
time-consuming process comes 
next because it takes two to three 
weeks for the clay to dry out in 
a dry shady spot. 

“If a mold is used," said Gro¬ 
wald, “it's time to get together 
with the man who's making it. 
There will probably be some 
changes. And you'll need to de¬ 


Gillespie Devotes 27 Years to Scouts; 
Many of His 'Boys' Now at Convair FW 


“The Cactus Honor Fraternity: 
We Stick!" 

And J. E. Gillespie has stuck. 
For 27 years. 

That's how long this Convair 
Fort Worth Dept. 22 employee 
has led Boy Scout Troop 232 
sponsored by the Knights of Co¬ 
lumbus in Fort Worth. 

It's so long, in fact, that he now 
leads sons (maybe even grand¬ 
sons) of the Scouts who were in 
his troop back in 1929. 

And a number of those former 
scouts now work alongside Gilles¬ 
pie at Convair. 

They include Grady Neal, Dept. 
24; Bobby Moore, Dept. 24; Don¬ 
ald Nasche, Dept. 81; Tommy 
Finn, Dept. 6; and, Walter Gab¬ 
riel, Dept. 6. 

During the years, hundreds and 
hundreds of boys have been in 
his troon. 


More than 50 of his scouts have 
earned their Eagle rating, the 
highest scout rating in the book. 
In addition, he's had a group of 
explorer sea scouts on Lake 
Worth and Benbrook for 10 years. 

“We've had experiences of all 
kinds during the years," said Gil¬ 
lespie. “Scouting gives boys a 
wonderful foundation for the rest 
of their lives." 

Gillespie counts fellowship 
among the most rewarding as 
pects of scouting. 

He's devoted a large part of his 
life to scouting. Since he's a 
bachelor, he has plenty of time to 
devote to his work. Besides two 
meetings a week, he leads hikes, 
boating trips, outings. 

“It takes a lot of time," said 
Gillespie, “but I can't think of 
a more worthwhile way to spend 
it." 


cide on a base. 

“With that done, painting 
comes next. The color should be 
suited to the object—and the 
place it will occupy when it's 
finished." 

For instance, the last head he 
completed is of his son Dick. It's 
a 47-pound piece that is glazed a 
black lustre. 

Painting finished, the piece is 
then fired in a kiln at intense 
heats. Experts do the baking in 
special ovens. 

Net result: a hand-made piece 
of sculpture. 

“Actually it's not tfoo difficult 
a process," said Growald, “and 
working with ceramics is a rela¬ 
tively inexpensive method. A 
bronze head like I made would 
have cost $300. Mine cost $50." 

Growald comes by his artistic 
flair naturally. His father was a 
professional portrait painter. Gro¬ 
wald, himself, studied art in Ger¬ 
many. 

He considers himself still in the 
novice stage of the art, but does 
have some hints to offer anyone 
who might want to undertake a 
similar project. 

“The hardest thing is to know 
when to stop," he said. “Details 
don't reproduce well in ceramics. 
You need to look for the all-over 
effect. Shrinkage must also be 
considered." 

Growald said that finished cer¬ 
amics are fine around the house 
because they're easily cleaned. 
The hobby itself is not messy. It 
requires very little area, and as 
much time as you want to put 
into it. 


' u " ^ • m 


NAW ROCKHOUND—Mrs. Thomas Rutkowski, volunteer Red 
Cross worker, shows raw materials to convalescent Paul R. Smith 
as he prepares to follow lapidary hobby at Naval Hospital. Convair 
Rockhounds play important part in convalescent program through 
their help. __ 

Con-Trib-Club Offers Help Locating 
Needy Families for Christmas Giving 

Convair San Diego groups or ( cated it will supply toys, food and 
departments interested in “adopt- 


Party Honors Parker 

A “going away" party was held 
Oct. 28 at Convair SD honoring 
F. E. Parker, Dept. 22 supervisor, 
transferring to Pomona. 

Dept. 22 friends served a 
chicken dinner and presented 
Parker with farewell gifts. 


ing" a needy family during the 
coming Christmas season were 
asked this week to get in touch 
with Con-Trib-Club's emergency 
aid office. 

“Your Con-Trib-Club does not 
ask groups to perform this ser¬ 
vice for the needy," said J. K. 
Field, Con-Trib committee chair¬ 
man. “However, we are glad to 
pass along the names of needy 
families in our files for consider¬ 
ation." 

Last Christmas some 10 famil¬ 
ies were “adopted" during the 
holiday season by Convair SD 
groups. Other families received 
Christmas trees and other deco¬ 
rations used before the holidays 
throughout the plant. 

“At least one group has indi¬ 


gifts for a needy family during 
Christmas," said Molly Dowell of 
the emergency aid office. “We 
gave them the name of a family 
of 10, including a father who is 
unable to work and one child ill 
with polio. 

“We also know of other famil¬ 
ies who face a bleak holiday per¬ 
iod unless some arrangements 
are made for them." 

Further information is avail¬ 
able by calling Molly Dowell or 
Frank Pickard, ext. 388, Plant 1. 


VETERAN LEADER—J. E. Gillespie of Convair FW is shown, 
left in his favorite pose, helping youngsters learn scouting as 
: has been doing for the past 27 years. Youngsters are Francis 
cKay (F. A. McKay, Dept. 25), Johnny Lally (J. G. Lally, Dept. 


22-1) and Uon Moore (brotner ot r\ODen muuns, i* 

At right are some of former scouts of Gillespie's troop who now 
work with him at Convair FW. They are Donald Nache, Walter 
Gabriel, Grady Neal and Tommy Finn with Gillespie. 


SD Rider-Driver 
Files Revised 

Rider-driver files in employee 
service at both Plant 1 and Plant 
2 at San Diego are being re¬ 
vised to bring them up-to-date, 
and all registrations for either 
riders or drivers filed before Sept. 

1, 1954 have been removed from 
the files. 

Most registrations before that 
date are now practically worth¬ 
less due to shift changes, trans¬ 
fers and terminations. Conse¬ 
quently, if you are looking for a 
ride or if you can carry riders, 
it will be necessary to register 
again. 

Requests for rides far exceeds 
offers by drivers at both plants. 
Potential drivers at Plant 1 are 
again reminded that if they 
carry two or more passengers 
they may park in one of the 
rider-driver parking lots operated 
by Convair. 

If you have empty seats in 
your car why not register now. 
See or call Dorothy Dickinson, 
ext. 300, Bldg. 32, Plant 1, or 
Helen Johnson, ext. 509, main 
floor, south end of Bldg. 4, Plant 

2 . 
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ON GUARD—Antiaircraft guns are on guard 24 hours each day protecting 
Convair FW and Carswell AFB. At left gun crew of the 546th Antiaircraft Battalion 
ready radar-controlled piece during demonstration. CpI. Robert Chadwell carries 


Antiaircraft Guns Manned 24 Hours 


Daily to Protect Convair FW, Carswell 


Ack-ack is “for real” around 
Convair and Carswell Air Force 
Base in Fort Worth. 

Which is another way of saying 
that the U. S. Army antiaircraft 
guns aren’t make-believe. 

This became pretty obvious re¬ 
cently when the 546th antiaircraft 
battalion of the U. S. Army stag¬ 
ed a demonstration. 

Exact location of the guns can¬ 
not be published due to national 
security regulations. But they’re 
only a stone’s throw from Con¬ 


vair and Carswell. 

And they’re manned 24 hours 
a day. Just in case. 

“This is in the nature of ‘last 
ditch’ defense,” explained Col. 
Donald G. Bailey, commanding 
officer of the Central Armament 
Antiaircraft Command with head¬ 
quarters at Kansas City. He is 
responsible for antiaircraft de¬ 
fense throughout 26 states in the 
heart of the nation, and was in 
Fort Worth recently for inspect¬ 
ion of the new unit. 


Built to Last 


'Bjorn' Excellent Example 
Of Old-Time Sailing Ships 


“Old Salts” who like to talk 
about the days when sailing boats 
were made to last would find a 
wealth of material for conversa¬ 
tion in the history of a 38-foot 
fcutter owned by Convair San 
Diego’s Carl Gourley of Dept. 25. 

The “Bjorn” (Bear) this year 
celebrates its 44th “birthday” and 
appears as hearty as the day it 
was built by Norwegian master 
craftsmen. 

Gourley bought the “Bjorn” in 
1947 and lived aboard for two 
years. However, it was only last 
week that he learned the full his¬ 
tory of his craft after talking 


OWNER —Carl Gourley of 
Dept. 25 at San Diego is pres¬ 
ent owner of old sailing cutter 
"Bjorn." Vessel has long history 
service as pilot boat. 


with Roger Revelle of Scripps In¬ 
stitute. 

Revelle revealed the craft was 
built in 1910 at Oslo, Norway, and 
for 25 years served as a pilot boat 
in Norway. Retired, it was out¬ 
fitted in 1935 by two brothers who 
planned a world cruise. However, 
the death of one of the brothers 
halted preparations. Revelle, then 
a student in Norway, bought the 
boat and had it shipped to San 
Diego. 

“The war years curtailed sail¬ 
ing activities in San Diego and 
the “Bjorn” lay at anchor most of 
the time,” Gourley said. “She 
passed through a number of 
hands before I bought her.” 

Built to withstand ice and 
heavy seas, the “Bjorn” is built 
throughout of solid oak. It has a 
14-foot beam, a 7-foot draft and 
a 9,000-pound keel. The rudder is 
14 feet long and four feet wide. 
The prow is reinforced with a 
steel strip and ribs range in size 
from 6 x 6 to 8 x 8 timbers. The 
riggings are all steel and the 
hardware is either steel or brass. 
An original copper water tank is 
still in good working order and 
an old-fashioned kerosene stove 
rests on gimbles for use in rough 
seas. 

Sails on the “Bjorn” are all 
Norwegian and were hand-sewn. 

“As far as I know, this is the 
only boat of its kind in California 
waters,” Gourley said. “I’ve had 
many offers to buy but I’m afraid 
I’m not in the market to sell.” 

Gourley is presently rebuilding 
the cabin of the “Bjorn” to make 
it a family boat for pleasure 
cruises in and around San Diego 
Bay. 


He explained that radar listen¬ 
ing posts and the interceptors of 
the TJ. S. Air Force make up the 
“front line” for defense of the 
nation. 

“But if enemy bombers should 
get through all the way to Fort 
Worth, we’d still have a chance of 
getting them with our new in¬ 
stallations—the only such install¬ 
ations in the southwest.” 

The guns shoot 75-millimeter 
shells—about three inches in dia¬ 
meter. And they’re explosive. 
Upon getting near the target— 
an aircraft—they explode with 
deadly effect. 

The guns handle the same size 
shell as did many a U. S. Army 
field artilleryman during World 
War One. But there the resemb¬ 
lance ends. Back in the first 
World War, the enlisted man had 
to spot the target through a 
rangefinder, then use a slide-rule 
type gadget to calculate where to 
aim the gun so that the shell 
would land where the target 
would be when the shell got 
therd. No longer. 

On the new guns, a radar an¬ 
tenna scans the sky on a never- 
ending basis. Should it spot and 
identify an enemy plane, it locks 
on the target and keeps the gun 
aimed automatically no matter 
what evasive tactics the aircraft 
might take. An electronic brain 
goes to work, taking into account 
the direction of the plane, its 
speed, altitude and other factors 
—and aims the gun accordingly. 

Then as many as 45 shells a 
minute go hurtling toward the 
target, which may be as far as 
five miles away. 

The guns are located at stra¬ 
tegic spots which completely en¬ 
circle Carswell, thus giving Con¬ 
vair and Fort Worth also the 
benefit of their protection. 

The guns are manned by army 
crews who barrack at Carswell. 
The “skysweeper” battalion has a 
normal complement of 18 officers, 
333 enlisted men and four war¬ 
rant officers. Heading the unit 
in Fort Worth is Lt. Col. William 
A. Brinkerhoff. 

At full strength, a skysweeper 
battalion uses 15 of the new type 
guns. 

Col. Bailey and Lt. Col. Brin¬ 
kerhoff both expressed the com¬ 
mand’s sincere appreciation for 
the way Carswell, Convair and 
Fort Worth have welcomed the 
new unit, and for the co-operation 
shown by land-owners in provid¬ 
ing them with sites for the guns. 


OLD TIMER—Thirty-five foot cutter above is owned by Carl Gourley of San Diego. Built in 
1910 in Norway, sailing vessel retains most of its original equipment much of which is still good as 
new. Vessel served as pilot boat in Norway for 25 years. 


EQUIPMENT CHECK—Pomona's Eldon Steen, former amateur 
ski champion, checks over equipment in preparation for opening of 
ski season next month with Doug, Pfeiffer. Steen is instructor at 
local resort on weekends. Chuck Rue Photo. 

Pro Says 


Hard Work Necessary 
In Learning How to Ski 


Skiing has been called .a “young 
man’s sport,” but age and sex are 
no barriers to learning provided 
a person is willing to work hard, 
according to Convair Pomona’s 
Eldon Steen (Dept. 27). 

And Steen knows whereof he 
speaks. Formerly a top-ranking 
amateur—he was an alternate 
member of the U. S. 1952 Olympic 
ski team—he is now certified as 
an instructor by the Far West 
Ski Association and will serve as 
head instructor at the Snow Sum¬ 
mit ski area at Big Bear on week¬ 
ends and vacations this winter. 

“As in other sports, learning to 
ski is a matter of study and prac¬ 
tice,” Steen said. “I’ve seen per¬ 
sons in their seventies learn to 
ski reasonably well in only a 
short time, and I’ve seen others 
in their teens and twenties fail 
because they weren’t willing to 
put forth the necessary effort.” 

“The best procedure I’ve’ found 
for the average beginner is: take 
a few lessons from a certified 
instructor, then practice the 
points learned, and then take a 
few more lessons to check pro¬ 
gress and to pick up new points. 
This procedure should be repeat¬ 
ed, if necessary, until the skier 
becomes as proficient as he de¬ 
sires,” he said. 

The goal of all skiers is to ski 
parallel (skis parallel to each 
other at all times), in any snow 
condition, on any hill, Steen add¬ 
ed. 

“Good equipment — especially 
boots and bindings—is also essen¬ 
tial to good skiing,” he continued. 
“Boots provide the union between 
the skier and the skis. A poorly 
constructed or fitted boot won’t 
give the necessary support. Pro¬ 
perly fitted and adjusted bindings 
are also important, because they 
provide the means of controlling 
the skis.” 

The current trend in equipping 
beginners is to recommend short¬ 
er skis and longer ski poles. These 
will allow him to maneuver more 
easily. Warm clothing is also 
important, and good sun glasses 


are a “must,” Steen said. 

Although he had a mild interest 
in the sport in high school, it 
wasn’t until he attended Walla 
Walla College in Washington in 
1948-50 that Steen really became 
enthusiastic about skiing. 

“It was a case of exposure to 
environment,” Steen said. “Walla 
Walla always has a terrific ski 
team, good ski areas, and a long 
season. Also, I came into con¬ 
tact with some outstanding 
skiers, including Art Odette, who 
is currently an instructor at Sun 
Valley in winters and in Austra¬ 
lia in summers and Norwegian 
Olympic star Gutram Berg. Dur¬ 
ing the season I was able to ski 
every weekend, and usually a cou¬ 
ple of times through the week. 

“I discovered that skiing pre¬ 
sents more of a challenge than 
any of the other sports I have 
tried.” 

Steen was certified as an in¬ 
structor by the Pacific Northwest 
Ski Association in 1951, and open¬ 
ed a ski school at Mt. Baker, 
Wash. The same year he attend¬ 
ed the tryouts for the Olympic 
team at Sun Valley. He placed 
seventh among the 20 qualifiers 
in the special slalom, earning a 
berth as an alternate on the team. 
However, due to lack of Olympic 
funds, alternates weren’t able to 
accompany the team to the 
Games. 

The following year Steen re¬ 
turned to Southern California, 
and became associated as an in¬ 
structor with Tommy Tyndall, 
who is now director of the Snow 
Summit ski area. Except for 
three months last summer, he 
has been with Tyndall continu¬ 
ously. 

“Those months last summer 
were one of the highlights of my 
professional career,” Steen said. 
“In June I accompanied Emile 
Allais to Portillo, Chile, for the 
skiing season there. I felt honor¬ 
ed, because I was the only in¬ 
structor from the United States 
to be with Emile as a staff mem¬ 
ber.” 


fuses for use in 75-millimeter shells as he emerg.es from sandbag dugout. At right 
Chadwell takes his position in seat of gun to show how automatic artillery is 
operated. 
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OPERATORS—Frank Chaddock (foreground) and Roger Bock 
work on yard area of model railroad layout. All cars are handmade 
and individually owned. Tracks and buildings are CRA property. 


CONTROLS—Glen Carter works controls on board made by 
fellow model railroader Bob Jones. Lights at top indicate when 
train is near. System is according to national standards. 


Ladies Can Play 
Daytime Bridge 

For Convair husbands who want 
to keep their wives happy: tell 
’em about CRA’s daytime bridge 
sessions. 

Every Monday at 12:30 p.m., 
Convair wives meet at the CRA 
Center for an afternoon of dupli¬ 
cate bridge. There they meet 
other wives and have a good time 
enjoying a friendly game. Gos¬ 
sip, too, if they like! 

“And the players aren’t a bunch 
of card sharks,” said Wendell 
Eldred, CRA bridge commissioner, 
“The group has quite a few be¬ 
ginners as well as some who 
have played bridge for some 
time.” 

Ladies may bring their own 
partners, even if they are not 
from a Convair family. Price is 
50 cents per person. 

Prizes are awarded each ses¬ 
sion to the winners. 

Eldred urged all interested in 
bridge to attend the afternoon 
sessions. 


'Autumn Garden' 
To Open Nov. 18 

Frustrations of a small group 
at a summer vacation spot, their 
problems, and their thoughts will 
unfold on stage in the upcoming 
CRA Wing and Masque drama. 

Lillian Heilman’s “The Autumn 
Garden” will open Nov. 18 at the 
CRA Playhouse. Other perform¬ 
ances are slated for Nov. 19, 20, 
26 and 27. 

Directed by Everett Morris, the 
three-act drama deals with a 
group of people thrown together 
at a summer boarding house. The 
play tells of their problems and 
the way they solve them. The 
story dwells on the characters 
more than upon the plot, but 
the end results produced a top- 
notch Broadway hit. 

In the cast are: Marge Han¬ 
cock, Edith Growald, Mai Hollo¬ 
way, A1 Baker, Pauline Forney, 
Nelda Fitzpatrick, Fred Bunnell, 
Dorothy Broodo, Virginia Lederer, 
Harriet Blum and Morris. 


Railroading Is 
Work and Play 
For Model Group 

Lights flash. The deep-throated 
cry comes from the train whistle. 
Then the train comes to a stop 
at the white frame station. 

Texas and Pacific? No, it’s the 
CRA model railroaders at work. 
And their layout has everything 
any self-respecting life-size rail¬ 
road could hope for. It’s got sta¬ 
tions, a turntable, sidings, and 
more than 80 feet of main line 
track. 

There are engines, old style 
and diesel, freight cars, passenger 
cars, switches, trees, hills, val¬ 
leys—just about everything. 

And it represents three years 
of work. The work is highly de¬ 
tailed and very time-consuming. 

“You can make it as detailed as 
you want to,” said Roger Bock, 
newly-appointed commissioner. 

Bock pointed out that kits to 
make the cars come in different 
styles. Some require only as¬ 
sembly of major parts. 

“And with some you put cars 
together stick by stick,” said 
Bock. “This is really work.” 

In the group that meets each 
Monday night at the CRA Center 
are some, specialists. Glen Carter, 
for instance, likes to make build¬ 
ings and other props for the 
yards. One of the more intricate 
pieces he made was a water tower. 
Each piece of the shingled roof 
was placed by hand. 

Bob Jones made a highly-com¬ 
plicated control panel. It uses 
different colored lights to show 
the distance between cars on the 
track. 

The set up is known in model 
railroad circles as HO gauge. 
This is considerably smaller than 
the Christmas train variety. Scale 
is three-and-a-half milimeters to 
a foot. 

The cars are individually made 
and owned. CRA funds supply 
the track and all buildings. The 
track, incidentally, represents no 
small amount of work. The rails 
are put in with scale spikes. This 
means on curves, it takes a lot 
of work to get things just right. 

“Most of our work has been on 
construction lines in the past,” 
said Bock. “Now that we’ve got 
things pretty well finished, we’ll 
do more operational work.” 


Table Tennis 
Set in Houston 

CRA will be well represented 
next weekend when a large group 
from the CRA table tennis activi¬ 
ty heads for Houston. 

The event is the Table Tennis 
Gulf Coast Open. It will be held 
Nov. 13 and 14. 

Events are open in men’s 
singles and doubles, women’s sin¬ 
gles and doubles, senior singles, 
boy’s singles, junior boy’s singles, 
mixed doubles. 

Expected to play from Convair 
are Jim Collin, Louie Lancer, 
Dave Clutterham, Charlie Schnei¬ 
der, Jim Burton, Dub Ballew, Roy 
Turpin, Jay Norman, C. E. Call¬ 
away, Carolyn Norman, Peggy 
Lance, Loretta McNeil, Wanda 
Gage, Frankie Berry, Lydia Nor¬ 
man and John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner. They are paying their own 
expenses. 



Dr. Bensusan Will Tell Group 


Of Photography 

Dr. A. D. Bensusan, native of 
Johannesburg, South Africa, and 
world renowned photographer, 
lecturer and author, will speak 
in Fort Worth Nov. 12. 

His appearance is sponsored by 
the CRA Camera Club. Dr. Ben¬ 
susan is in the United States on 
his first visit to this country. 

A famous photographer, he will 
speak on “Photogenic South Af¬ 
rica; Land of Contrasts” at Mon- 
nig Junior High School. 

“His talk,” said Stan Orrick, 
commissioner, “is not a travelog, 
but it will include important his¬ 
torical and geographical facts 
pertinent to his work.” 


in South Africa 

Dr. Bensusan will tell his audi¬ 
ence about the difficulties faced 
by photographers from other 
shores. He will tell of the prob¬ 
lems presented by climate, dis¬ 
tance, sparse population and 
scarce photographic materials. 

No stranger to the art of pho¬ 
tography, Dr. Bensusan first 
started taking pictures at seven. 
By the time he was 11 his first 
print had been accepted by an 
International Salon. To date, 350 
have been hung in International 
Salons. 

Tickets for the talk will be on 
sale at the school auditorium for 
50 cents. 



REHEARSALS—Harry Weimer and Dorothy Broodo go over 
lines for "Autumn Garden," now in rehearsal. Weimer is veteran 
Wing and Masque performer but this is the first play for Mrs. 
Broodo. Performances are Nov. 18, 19, 20, 26 and 27. 


CRA Activities.Fun for All! 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—Kenneth Browne, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2131. Regular play 7-10 

E .m., Mondays and Wednesdays, W. C. 
tripling Jr. High. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. CI-63323. Practice 6:30-9:30 
Tuesdays, W. C. Stripling Jr. High. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. Play each Friday, CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES — 
J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 4283. 


(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation, an organization to which all Convair 
employees belong. Financed by proceeds from 
candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees 


who are commissioners of various activities. The 
association is run by employees for the benefit 
and recreation of employees. All Convair people 
should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page.) 


CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. Monthly meeting 7:30 p.m., Oct. 
21. Mon., Wed., and Fri., 8 p.m. rehear¬ 
sals for “The Autumn Garden”, 3-act play. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. Skating each night ice 
is in Coliseum. Instruction on Tuesday 
night. 


LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE— R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, 
commissioner, ext. 5138. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Nov. 3, 10, 17 meeting and 
code and theory class, 8 p.m. CRA Center. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis 

mer, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult 


sioner. 

children’s riding classes, 
fice, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, 
sioner, LO-2959. 


and 

contact CRA of- 


SQUARE DANCING — Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tues¬ 
days at CRA Center. Stamp exhibit 2 to 
8 p.m. Nov. 21. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Regular play Nov. 5, 12, 
Central YMCA, Nov. 7, 9, CRA Center. 
Gulf Coast Open Nov. 13, 14, Houston. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradlev, commissioner, 
ext 7203. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. each 
Monday, Ernest Parker Jr. High. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 


WEIGHT LIFTING—q. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner,' ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 
Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonheim, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 380. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
ext. 377. 
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HERE'S HOW—Louie Lancer shows Carolyn Norman (left) and 
Peggy Lance how he's going to serve ball in Gulf State Open 
Tourney. Tourney is Nov. 13-14 in Houston. 


Model Building to 
Be Subject of Class 

Want to learn how to build a 
model airplane ? And to fly it ? 

Now you’ve got your chance. 
Convair Fort Worth employees or 
members of their families may 
learn all about model planes 
through a special plan in the 
model plane activity. 

R. J. Heist, CRA model plane 
commissioner, announced this 
week that classes will start some¬ 
time this month to teach students 
the fundamentals of building. 

For $5, a student will make a 
%A plane, learn how the motor 
runs, and learn how to' fly the 
plane. And when he’s all through, 
the plane is his. 

A model of the plane students 
will build is on display in the 
CRA office. Employees interested 
in taking the course may sign 
up there. 


Stamp Collectors to Show Prize 
Items in Annual Exhibition 

CRA stamp collectors will display their pi’ize stamps and 
covers this month in CRA’s annual exhibit at the CRA 
Center. 

According to J. D. White, CRA stamp and coin commis¬ 
sioner, the event will be held from 2 to 8 p.m. on Nov. 21. 

Events will be open in both 
junior and senior division. White 
said he expects more than 60 
entries. 

Categories for exhibitors will 
be announced at a later date. 

White said that a few local 
dealers will be on hand to display 
stamps. Some of these will be 
on sale at the exhibit. 

Gift certificates will be pre¬ 
sented the winners in different 
categories. Number of prizes to 
be awarded has not yet been de¬ 


termined. Local judges will de¬ 
termine the winners. 

White asked all CRA stamp 
club members to plan to enter 
a display in the exhibit. 

All Convair Fort Worth em 
ployees are invited to attend the 
show. Further details will be 
announced later. 


A combined tournament this 
year will give CRA keglers a 
chance at some big prize money. 
The fifth annual CRA tournament 
this year will be incorporated 
with the first annual Bell-CRA 
bowling tournament. 

For the first time, Bell Aircraft 
Co. and Convair Fort Worth will 
match bowling wits. 

CRA will supply the trophies 
for CRA winners in each division. 
Bowlers from both Bell and Con¬ 
vair will compete for cash prizes. 
If funds are available, trophies 
will be awarded in each division 
and for joint contestants. Prizes 
will amount to $1,500. 

A floating trophy will be 
awarded to the Bell or CRA Class 
A team with the best score in 
the tournament. 

Divisions this year are: 

Class A, 160 average or better. 
Singles full spot 160 to 165, two- 
thirds over 165. Doubles, full 
spot 320 to 330, two-thirds over 
330. Team, minimum team av¬ 
erage 775, two-thirds handicap. 

Class B, 159 average or under. 
Singles, full spot to 140, two- 
thirds over 140-159. Doubles, full 
spot to 280, two-thirds over 280- 
319. Team, full spot to 675, tWo- 
thirds over 675-775. 

Women’s division has a three- 
fourths handicap in all events. 

Averages will be on the highest 
Bell or CRA league average as 
of Nov. 6, 1954 based on a mini¬ 
mum of 15 games. 

Closing date for the tourna¬ 
ment is Nov. 20. The tournament 
will be held Dec. 4, 5, 11, 12. 

In charge of arrangements are 
Harvey Starkey, CRA bowling 
commissioner, Mrs. Ellen Mitch¬ 
ell a, John Harpstrite, Harry Carl- 
berg, A1 Baskin, and Bill Johnson 
from Convair and Jack Parke 
and Bill Olewinski from Bell. 


Class to Start 
In Photo Technic 

Second shift Convair employees 
with a little spare time and a yen 
for photography will have a 
chance to learn more about their 
hobby. 

Aaron Murray, second-shift 
CRA camera club co-ordinator, 
announced this week a developing 
and printing class will start this 
month. Murray will instruct the 
class in the technics of dark¬ 
room procedure. 

The class will include lectures 
and in-the-lab work. All dark¬ 
room procedures will be studied. 

A fee of $2 will be charged to 
cover the cost of materials. The 
class will meet at 10 a.m. each 
Monday for about five weeks. 

Bob Bogen, of the Convair photo 
lab, will carry on the regular 
sessions. 

Murray asked that all Convair 
employees interested in the class 
sign up at the CRA office. At 
least 10 are needed before the 
class can be given. 


Ohlen Leads in CRA 
Model Plane Points 

E. H. Ohlen, Dept. 24-1, moved 
into the top spot last week in the 
CRA model airplane monthly con¬ 
test point race. 

Ohlen has chalked up 25 points 
toward the trophy to be awarded 
for the modeler with the most 
points at the end of the year. 

In second -place is R. J. Heist, 
model plane commissioner, with 
19 points. E. E. Scott is third 
with 14 points and Francis Crane 
has 11 points. 

In the October monthly contest 
at Forest Park, Ohlen won the 
team racing event and Scott won 
the speed event. 


SCORE—Left to right, J. V. Purdue, J. L. Shen, T. C. Easley watch 
as ball swishes net during CRA basketball session. 

Six Basketball Teams Work Out; 
Leagues Open Later in Month 

Six basketball teams are working out weekly, Ed Tuck- 
nies, commissioner, reported this week. They started 
practice last month and will start league play later this 
month. 

Team managers are Glen Easley, Dept. 93; A. C. Hicks 

and T. Crawford, Test Lab; Wel¬ 


don Peacock, Dept. 48; C. Post- 
ocks, Engineering; J. L. Townley, 
Dept. 82; T. W. Moore and R. 
Hicks, Dept. 24-1. 

Three teams have not yet 
started practice. They are Dept. 
28-1, managed by H. Bierwirth; 
Tech Reps managed by C. W. 
Milne, and Dept. 30-31, manager 
not yet selected. 

Tucknies also reported that a 
pre-Thanksgiving tournament will 
be held Nov. 19-21. Teams not 


organized for league play will 
be eligible to compete in the an¬ 
nual tourney. 

Further details for the pre- 
Thanksgiving tournament will be 
announced at a later date. 

Practice sessions are held each 
Tuesday night at W. C. Stripling 
Junior High School. Further in¬ 
formation is available at the CRA 
office, ext. 5141 or from Tucknies 
at ext. 6210. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


Lucky Four Lead in 
Guys-Gals League 

Lucky Four was in top spot 
in Guys and Gals Bowling League 
last week. Second was Devine 
of Dallas. Mity-Mites are in third 
place. 

Bill Bushell had high game with 
230 and Marcy Hill had high for 
the women with a 220. Doris 
Cates’ 502 was high series and 
Jimmy Moad’s 567 was high for 
men. 


IN JAIL—"Fugitives" thrown in jail during recent Management 


BESTEST—These beards won turkeys for their owners during re- 
Club Frontier Party are left to right: Bill Govett, Bob Rigdon, Moe cent Management Club Frontier Party. NA^inners are left to right. 
Middleton, Slick Allen and Jerry Dawson. K. D. Davis, J. W. McGaha, and L. E. Mitchell. 


Wing Dings in 
Bowling Lead 

The Wing Dings held top place 
honors in Engineering Bowling 
League last month with a 22% 
to 5% score. Second place Trouble 
Shooters had a 20-8 score. In 
third place were Control Surfaces 
with a 19-9. 

Wing Dings had the high team 
game with an 872 and Control 
Surfaces had high team series 
with 2437. 

Both high individual game and 
series went to Wayne Cannon. 
His game was 224 and his series 
was 537. 

Season’s high to date for team 
games are in this order: The 
Kids, 947; Control Surfaces, 945; 
and Wing Dings, 938. High team 
series are The Kids, 2667; Con¬ 
trol Surfaces, 2662; and Hecklers, 
2636. 

Season individual high bowlers 
are Bruce Doane, 258; Hal Lowes, 
256; Wayne Cannon, 256. High 
series top men are: Ed Treinen, 
661; Art Johnson, 636; Wayne 
Cannon, 633. 


Ice Skating Talent 
Sought for Show 


Glen Carter, skating commis¬ 
sioner, announced this week that 
more Convair talent is needed for 
the annual CRA Ice Show and 
Christmas Party. 

Skating tickets may be pur¬ 
chased at the CRA office for $1 
per person. 


New Bowling 
Tourney for 


CRA and Bell 
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ELECTRONIC LINE—Latest production line to be installed at Convair SD is 
this pilot assembly line in electronics laboratory. Engineers are studying techniques 
of producing electronic systems and components to be applied as volume increases. 
Line at left has eight stations, four to a side. Each station has own stock bin, 


assembly diagram and work unit mounted on rails. Operating large line from 
left to right are Nita Sylvester, Clara Reynolds, Lois Sweeney and Nadine Grimes. 
Close-up shows Betty Eales at individual station on line. All are from Department 6 
and all are experienced in electronic work. 


Telescopes Play Important 
Role in Optical Tooling 


Squinting through a telescope is no hobby at Convair 
Fort Worth. 

And the folks who do the squinting haven’t got stars 
in their eyes. They’ve got the B-58 supersonic bomber in 
mind instead. 


The telescopes are used in what 
is called “optical tooling.” It is 
relatively new at Convair Fort 
Worth, though used for some time 
in other plants. 

Tooling is the building of the 
necessary jigs and fixtures re¬ 
quired for volume production of 
aircraft. Jigs and fixtures, of 
course, are used to hold aircraft 
parts and components so they 
may be accurately joined together 
to complete an assembly. 

Its accuracy, according to tool¬ 
ing department, that makes opti¬ 
cal tooling so important when 
you're building an aircraft re¬ 
quiring the close tolerances neces¬ 
sary on the B-58. 

The fixtures, besides holding 
parts and components in place, 
also serve as extremely accurate 
measuring and locating devices. 

The accuracy of this tooling 
depends upon maintaining stable 
and precise reference points and 
reference lines. 

Steel straight edges won't do: 
they bend. 

Wires and string won't do: 
they sag. And when someone 


leans against any of these, they 
bend. 

But a look through a telescope 
does the trick. Light rays travel 
in a precise straight line. And 
there's no weight to make them 
sag. Ajid you can't lean against 
them and bend them. 

Telescopes used magnify 30 
times. As extra equipment, there 
are 'scopes that magnify 45 times. 

“With these,” explained Guy 
Savage, “we can tell to the thou¬ 
sandth of an inch whether our 
target is where it's supposed to 
be.” Savage is in research and 
development section of tooling de¬ 
partment. 

“We also have similar equip¬ 
ment which can tell us whether 
objects are parallel or at right 
angles to the line of sight. 

“And there also is the optical 
square—a device which can make 
the line of sight take a right 
turn!” 

With all this optical equipment, 
Convair Fort Worth will be able 
to produce components more pre¬ 
cise than ever before on Convair 
aircraft. 



SIGHTING IN—Guy Savage of Convair FW tooling department 
adjusts telescope used in optical tooling. Accuracy is possible to 
thousandth of an inch through use of telescope. 


Lost Articles—Keys, Glasses, Earrings—If 
Unclaimed in a Month, Will go to Goodwill 


Keys, glasses, coin purses, ear¬ 
rings, bracelets, scarves — you 
name it, they've got it! 

It's the “lost and found” desk 
located in the employee service 
section of personnel department. 

And the stuff has got to go! 

That's what Tom Croft, em¬ 
ployee service supervisor, said 
this week. Lost articles have been 
accumulating for months, and 
there's no place to keep them. 

Employees who might have lost 


some article at Convair Fort 
Worth, either inside or outside 
the plant, are urged to check with 
lost and found. 

All articles not claimed one 
month from today—by Dec. 3— 
will be given to Goodwill Indus¬ 
tries, if they are useable. 

This same method will be used 
in the future. Articles not claimed 
in a month will be discarded. 

The employee service section is 
located at Col. 73 in the adminis¬ 
tration building. 




R. M. Williams 
Named Parts 
Sales Manager 

R. M. Williams, Jr., this week 
assumed new duties as manager 
of the Convair SD parts sales of¬ 
fice replacing J. V. Dickson, Dud¬ 
ley H. -Digges, manager of con¬ 
tracts at SD, has announced. 

D i c k s o n, in 
turn, has joined 
the staff of C. 
G. Wolcott, 
manager of 
Convair's office 
at Dayton, Ohio, 
as an assistant. 

Williams 
graduated from 
San Diego High 

d m wrii- i Sch ° o1 and at - 
R.M. Williams, Jr. ten ded San 

Diego State College before join¬ 
ing Convair SD in 1940 as a 
riveter. His other assignments 
at Convair include work as a jun¬ 
ior methods engineer, a methods 
engineer, department clerk, spare 
parts analyst and more recently 
as a spare parts supervisor, a job 
he has held since 1952. 

Williams was on military leave 
from 1944 until 1946 and served 
as a member of an American 
military mission to South Amer¬ 
ica. 


Pilot Assembly Line Helps 
SD Make Electronics Study 

A unique pilot assembly line is helping Convair San 
Diego engineers to study the latest electronic production 
techniques. 

Set up in the pilot production shop of electronics labor- 
atory, the streamlined line is being used for assembling 
electronic systems for which Convair now holds contracts. 
At the same time investigations are being made of those 

-™n p rove impor- 


factors which will 
tant as Convair expands in the 
field of manufacturing electronic 
systems and components. 

“We have installed the very lat¬ 
est production techniques and 
have everything on this pilot line 
from stocking raw materials 
through final inspection,” said 
Burt Shaw (Dept. 6), the direct 
supervisor of the line. 

Eight stations make up the 
line with four located on each side 
of a novel assembly rack. Rails 
connect the entire unit and com¬ 
ponents being assembled are 
easily rolled from one station to 
another on dollies. These can be 
adjusted to any desired working 
height at any station. 

Stations are complete within 
themselves. Raw materials and 
sub-assemblies to be added at 
each point are stored in bins with¬ 
in easy reach of the operator. 
These bins can be restocked with¬ 
out disturbing the operator and 


Convair FW Men Mapping Plans for Annual 
Quality Control Conference This Month 


Quality control people at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth will take leading 
roles when several hundred mem¬ 
bers of the American Society for 
Quality Control meet in Dallas 
this month. 

The event is the ninth annual 
midwest Quality Control Confer¬ 
ence. 

General chairman of the confer¬ 
ence is J. Y. McClure, manager of 
quality control. Others from Con¬ 
vair are: T. H. Richards, secre¬ 
tary; W. S. Steck, treasurer; J. L. 
Coburn, co-chairman; D. B. Tal- 
lon, committee chairman in charge 
of publicity and promotion; and 
B. Heyser, in charge of printing. 

McClure will open the two-day 
proceedings on Nov. 18 with a 
welcome address. He announced 
the theme will be “to create, pro¬ 
mote and stimulate interest of 
industry in scientific applications 
of quality control designed to in¬ 
crease production, improve qual¬ 
ity and lower costs.” 

The program has been develop¬ 
ed to cover the needs of various 
industries. Exhibits will be shown 
by nationally known companies. 

The conference is sponsored by 


the 19 sections of the society rep¬ 
resenting all types of industries. 
Representatives from 12 central 
and southern states are expected 
to attend. 

T. E. Hoffman, chief of inspec¬ 
tion at FW, is chairman of the 
Fort Worth-Dallas Section, ASQC. 


line inventories made within a 
matter of minutes. 

Bulky blueprints are broken 
down into smaller diagrams and 
mounted in booklet form above 
the stations for easy readability. 

“The flexibility of this line 
makes it possible to utilize any 
station for inspection, testing or 
additional work without disturb¬ 
ing the normal flow,” Shaw said. 

Operators perform the same 
tasks on each unit and at present 
complete one unit each during an 
; eight-hour period. However, for 
added experience operators are 
being rotated between stations on 
the pilot line. 

Once the present lot of assem¬ 
blies has been completed, the unit 
of work will be reduced to four 
hours and a comparison made 
with the eight-hour system. Ad¬ 
ditional stations can then be add¬ 
ed and an evaluation of smaller 
units of work made until the most 
efficient balance is determined. 

Exacting studies are being 
made on such items as speed, 
quality control, manufacturing 
costs, material handling, operator 
comfort, job simplification, proper 
sequencing of operations, time 
standards and general working 
conditions. 

“Facts we are learning on this 
line will be applied as volume in¬ 
creases,” Shaw added. 


Deputy AF Auditor, 
Writer Visits FW 


For an article on the way the 
Air Force's auditor general's of¬ 
fice works, A. B. Thomas, deputy 
to the AF auditor general, visit¬ 
ed Fort Worth last week. 

He was accompanied by Hugh 
Morrow of the Saturday Evening 
Post's Washington, D.C. office. 


MAKING PLANS—T. E. Hoffman and J. Y. McClure of Convair 
FW go over final plans for ninth annual Midwest Quality Control 
Conference slated for this month at Dallas. McClure is conference 
chairman. Other Fort Worth men are taking leading roles in plan¬ 
ning the event. 
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Heavy Ballot 
Spells Runoff 
In Club Voting 

Heavy voting of Convair 
Fort Worth Management 
Club members forced a run¬ 
off vote on Monday (Nov. 
15) to name 1955 officers.. 

Only officers elected by a clear 
majority in the Nov. 8 election 
were Fred Gignilliat, employ¬ 
ment supervisor, as treasurer, 
and members of the Board of 
Control. 

New board members are: G. 
W. Beckham, Dept. 81, W. E. 
Harrison, Dept. 7-3, J. D. Lanier, 
Dept. 93, J. 0. Muncy, Dept. 93, 
J. R. Shuter, Dept 24. 

Candidates in the run - off 
were: for president, Bill Govett 
and S. J. Middleton; for vice 
president, day shift, M. C. Baum¬ 
gardner and R. E: Walkington; 
night shift, George Gleeson and 
J. E. McBride. 

For corresponding secretary, 
Dan Brew and Ralph Wagner; for 
recording secretary, Jim Coburn 
and Tom Croft. 

Ray Kendall, nominating com- 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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OBSERVERS—Turboprops caused more than a little commotion 
at Fort Worth this month. Aside from Air Force's YC-I3IC, there 
was visit from Allison's Convair Turboliner. Shown in cabin as pas¬ 
sengers, left to right: H. J. Hillaker, B. R. Main, V. Dolson, Fred 
Buehler, Col. C. Savage, Sam Keith, Kermit Day, Grady Henry. 


Air World Watchin 3 
As XFY-1 Proves Self 

Convair's XFY-1, vertical takeoff fighter, achieved 
horizontal flight successfully Nov. 2 and flew again Nov. 4 
for a nationwide audience. 

The radically new fighter which takes off straight up 
and then flies horizontally was developed by Convair for 
the U.S. Navy. 


HEADING WEST—YC-I3IC, pictured on one of last flights at 
Convair Fort Worth, is destined to join predecessor at Edwards 
Air Force Base, California, to continue test program. Airplane is 
a model 340 configuration with turboprop power. 

Turboliner Visits FW as 
yC-131C in Final Test 

America's first turboprop transport—Convair built and 
Allison owned—gave Convair Fort Worth people an in¬ 
sight into turboprop flisrht this month. 

The Allison Turboliner flew to 
Fort Worth Nov. 4 to take 55 
members of Convair management 
on flights around the Fort Worth 
area. 

This was especially timely as 
Convair went into the final phase 
of turboprop testing on the Air 
Force's new YC-131C at Fort 
Worth the same week. 

The Allison Turboliner is a con¬ 
verted model 240 made at San 
Diego for Allison in 1950. Since 
Allison took over the plane in 
1951, the Turboliner has com¬ 
pleted more than 400 flights. It 
has carried nearly 2,000 passen¬ 
gers. 

The plane has been tested in 
the heat of the desert and the 
cold of Mid-Western winters. The 
results of these varied endurance 
tests, according to an .Allison 
representative, have been “out¬ 
standingly successful.” 

Since 1950, Convair Fort 
Worth has worked on two YC- 
131Cs for the Air Force. They 
are Convair 340s made in San 
Diego and modified at Fort 
Worth. 

The YC-131C No. 1, first twin- 
engine military turboprop trans¬ 
port, was delivered to the Air 
Force late in September after 
extensive flight testing. The 
second YC-131C was slated for 
delivery to the Air Force this 
week. 

The YC-131C uses Allison YT 
56-A3 engines with 3,750 equiva¬ 
lent shaft horsepower. 


Only a small group of Convair 
and Navy officials were on hand 
Nov. 2 when J. F. (Skeets) Cole- 


Tragedy mixed with triumph 
Nov. 4 at Convair San Diego. 
Following the successful flight 
of the XFY-1, observers were 
at the seaplane ramp in the 
afternoon to watch the R3Y 
Tradewind and the YF2Y-1 Sea 
Dart when the latter crashed 
into San Diego Bay, fatally 
injuring its pilot, Charles E. 
Richbourg. 


man, Convair engineering test 
pilot, lifted the XFY-1 off the 
runways at Brown Naval Auxili¬ 
ary Air Station near San Diego 
for a 21-minute flight. 

The initial transition from ver¬ 


tical to horizontal flight meant 
the XFY-1 had become the first 
fully successful vertical takeoff 
fighter in history. 

Two days later the XFY-1 per¬ 
formed with equal success for 
the nation's press, gathered from 
throughout the country to watch 
the airplane achieve the “impos¬ 
sible” and to record the event for 
newspaper, magazine, television 
and newsreel audiences. Beside 
the press, Convair executives, 
high military officers and veteran 
Navy, Marine and Air Force pi 
lots were gathered at Brown field 
early Nov. 4 for the event. 

Promptly at 8:20 a.m. Cole¬ 
man strode to the plane which 
awaited him, its nose pointed 
straight up. He wore an ultra- 
(Continued on Page 4) 


Supersonic Bomber 
Impresses Visiting 
British Air Leader 

A top British air official 
studied the B-58 supersonic bomb¬ 
er on a tour of Convair Fort 
Worth this month and was ad 
mittedly impressed. He was Air 
Chief Marshal John W. Baker. 

He told Convair officials he 
was particularly impressed with 
the performance expected of the 
new supersonic bomber and with 
its sub systems. 

He said that the British might 
well use some of the B-58s con¬ 
cepts in new airplane designs. 

The British official is respon¬ 
sible for all British military air¬ 
craft research and development. 

The marshall, controller of air¬ 
craft for the British Ministry of 
Supply, was on a two-week tour 
of major development centers. 


Toy Collection 
For Needy Kids 
Started at FW 


Christmas spirit hit Convair Fort Worth a month 
early this week as employees opened their annual “Project 
Fix-A-Toy." 

This means they have just about a month to repair 
toys for some 2,000 Fort Worth children who otherwise 
might not have much of a Christmas. 


Boxes to collect the toys are 
now at all employee gates. Toys 
will be repaired and brightened 
up and distributed to the children 
a few days before Dec. 25. 

Here’s how it works: employees 
who bring discarded toys should 
place them in the boxes. The 
toys don’t have to be broken. Any 
that you don't need any longer 
are welcome. Toys will be ac¬ 
cepted until Dec. 14. 

Convair Management Club 
members, Convair employees and 
members of their families will 
then repair the toys. Tools will 
be furnished. The workroom will 
be in the Swine Building at Will 
Rogers Coliseum. Crews will 
work both first and second shifts. 

On Dec. 22 the toys will be 
distributed to the children. 

Heading the project is Cecil 
Carter of modernization. His 
committee members are L. O. 
Lyte, works chief, E. V. Gish, 
administration chief, W. H. Gov¬ 
ett, crew chairman, Johnny John¬ 
son and Marty Witkowski, in 
charge of the doll shop. Bruce 
McHarg is in charge of city toy 
collections. 

D. H. Curlee, membership pub¬ 
licity, Mai Holloway and Bob 
Vollmer, public and employees 
publicity, Guy Nesbitt, production 
manager, Jack Shaver, traffic 
manager, Fred Gignilliat, eligibil¬ 
ity and distribution, I. B. Hale, 
outside toy procurement, B. B. 
Huckabee, art and posters, and 
Dick Craig, refreshments. 

(The project originally was the 
idea of Guy Nesbitt of plant 
engineering.) 

Employees who want to do 
work at home may pick up dolls 
and make clothes for them. After 
the dolls have been cleaned and 
repaired, they will be available 
for employees to clothe. 

Women wanting to help make 
doll clothes may obtain the dolls 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Booklet Advises 
Best Rules For 
Nuclear Safety 

It starts with a puny pun 
—but it's really serious. 

It's titled “Atom and 
Steve" — a far-fetched play 
on the words “Adam and 
Eve." 

But it's the story of the atom— 
a sprightly, easy-to-read booklet 
on what nuclear energy is all 
about. Thousands of copies are 
being given to employees work¬ 
ing around sources of nuclear 
radiation. 

“Radiation — what it is and 
what to do about it — is all 
the more important since more 
and more Convair Fort Worth 
employees are working around 
our atomic reactor and other 
radio-active sources,” said August 
C. Esenwein, manager. 

The booklet was written by the 
Convairiety staff at FW, illus¬ 
trated by training section and 
published by duplicating. 

The booklet, recommended by 
the health physics section of Con¬ 
vair’s medical department, points 
out that there is absolutely no 
danger from the radiation at 
Convair Fort Worth—so long as 
(Continued on Page 2) 

Convair FW to Close 
On Thanksgiving Day 

Thanksgiving on Nov. 25 will 
be observed as a holiday at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth. 

Only employees to work will be 
those specifically advised by their 
supervisors, and the usual indus¬ 
trial security and plant engineer¬ 
ing stand-by crews. 



HELPERS—Not only adults, but youngsters too, will take part in 
Operation Fix-a-Toy. Shown are some of children who helped with 
project last year. 
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/Seek Ch tried 


Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are due 
during the period Nov. 1 through 
Nov. 15: 

Ten-year: Dept. 4, R. F. Kuntz. Dept. 

6, J. A. Douglas Jr. Dept. 29, B. 
Flippin, L. M. Walker. Dept. 30, M. 
V. Whitaker. Dept. 31, A. S. Hutcheson 
Jr., J. C. Shubert, J. L. White. 

Dept. 40, B. L. Salmon. Dept. 48, 

C. F. Hobbs, W. J. Mitchell, J. Y. 

Nichols. Dept. 50, F*. H. Boyes, D. S. 
Petty. Dept. 62, C. E. Milner. Dept. 
63, L. P. Smith, R. C. Turner, C. W. 
Varner. „ 

Dept. 64, C. W. Collins. Dept. 65, C. 
L. Mason. Dept. 75, M. L. Lewis. 
Dept. 81, C. B. Hickey. Dept. 82, M. J. 
Inman, M. N. Parish. Dept. 91, I. E. 
Kennelly, M. W. Sims, R. S. Watson. 

Dept. 93, W. R. Casey, J. B. Swinsy. 
Dept. 94, C. W. Parker, A. H. Smith. 
Dept. 95, C. C. Phillips. Dept. 96, J. 
A. Briggs, E. C. Harrison. 

Five-year: Dept. 4, I. F. Dunn, B. M. 
Staples, A. G. Truett Jr. Dept. 6, B. J. 
Booth, C. W. Clements, W. J. Gage, 
H. T. Neher, W. R. Prasifka, B. B. 
White Jr. „ „ r 

Dept. 7, J. B. Taff. Dept. 8, R. W. 
Wheeler. Dept. 11, J. H. Howell, B. J. 
Thompson. Dept. 20, R. N. Buck, R. 

G. Morgan, J. W. Powers. 

Dept. 22, O. H. Deaton, T. B. Dewett 
Jr. O. A. Edmondson, J. W. Graham, 

D. ’ D. Hittson, W. M. Jones, L. A. 
Sebesta. 

Dept. 24, B. L. Boyd, E. E. Creamer, 

H. C. Logan, C. P. Hicks Jr., J. E. 
Petty. Dept. 25, W. Kyser, K. G. 
Mikeal. Dept. 27, A. C. Moore Jr., 
W. A. Selman, T. L. Walker. 

Dept. 29, W. M. Crow, L. M. 
Yoakum. Dept. 30. D. M. Kendall. 
Dept. 33, H. J. Jackson, J. C. Lakey, 

R. V. O. Rape, D. D. Rollins, J. L. 

Wade, O. T. Wicker. „ , 

Dept. 48, B. E. Decker, R. R. Roach. 
Dept. 74, E. Morton. Dept. 93, J. T. 
Casler, T. J. Ruby Jr. Dept. 95, C. B. 
Tally. 

Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective Nov. 1 are: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to test engineer, 

S. T. Collie; to design specialist, H. A. 
Coppedge; to design engineer, C. R. 
Dalby ; to senior structures engineer, P. 
G. Gillespie: to assistant project engi¬ 
neer, A. D. Nordhem. 

To engineer change analyst, W. H. 
Hoskins; to senior design engineer, E. 
N. Lewis Jr. ; to senior aerophysics en¬ 
gineer, D. P. Linn ; to propulsion group 
engineer, W. C. Malloy, R. C. Matteson,' 
L. Schreiber; to senior propulsion group 
engineer, C. G. Martin Jr. ; to engineer¬ 
ing writer, J. M. Ratliff. 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering: to 
manufacturing engineer B, D. H. Ander¬ 
son ; to industrial engineering assistant 
supervisor, G. B. DuRall, W. A. Jesse, 
F. A. Pieper; to industrial engineer, R. 
L. Higgins, A. H. McMahan. 

Dept. 11, Contracts: to contract an¬ 
alyst, C. H. Leland, W. F. Stecker Jr. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to department as¬ 
sistant, M. A. Stewart. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: to 
outside inspection representative, L. E. 
Brostmeyer. 

Dept. 64, Development Field Opera¬ 
tions: to assistant foreman, M. L. 

Dunn. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: 
to tool manufacturing assistant forec 
man, M. Kimbrough, N. W. Bennett, 
C. H. Toggweiler; to tool manufacturing 
foreman, B. Wheeler. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following employees received em¬ 
ployee suggestions awards totaling 
$112.70 for the period ending Nov. 1: 
Dept. 4, Material: Ronald A. Curtis. 
Dept. 9, Accounting: J. F. Chadwell, 
Neill T. Ward. 

Dept. 11, Contracts: John H. Howell. 
Dept. 15, Industrial Security: Rufus 
Johnson. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: W. A. 
Spencer. 

Dept. 73, Electrical Bench: Carle A. 
Pack. 

Dept. 93, Modernization: C. G. 
Rogers. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Grandstaff, Dept. 
22-1, wish to thank everyone for their 
help during the illness of Mrs. Grand¬ 
staff. 


Illness Fatal For 
W. A. Ring, Early-Day 
Convair Engineer 

William A. Ring, 59, San Diego 
engineering design specialist and 
a Convair man for more than a 
quarter century, died Nov. 1 after 
a prolonged illness. 

A native of Dayton, Ohio, he 
first entered the aircraft field in 
1917 as a draftsman for the Day- 
ton Airplane Company. He served 
in World War I and later was a 
designer with the Army Air 
Corps. 

In 1927 he joined Consolidated 
Aircrafts engineering research 
office in Dayton as a member of 
a five-man research team, When 
that office returned to Buffalo 
he went along and in 1935 made 
the move from Buffalo to San 
Diego with the company. 

He served the company as an 
aeronautical engineer until 1941, 
when he was made chief service 
engineer. Five years later he be¬ 
came a design specialist. He was 
a member of A1 Bahr Shrine 
Temple and Scottish Rite bodies. 

Surviving him are his wife, 
Mrs. Satara Ring; a brother, Emil 
F. Ring, Dayton; four sisters, 
Mrs. Marie Hutzelman and Mrs. 
Marguerite Emerick, Dayton, and 
Mrs. Louise Zink and Mrs. Doro¬ 
thy Forbes, Detroit. 

Services were conducted Nov. 3 
under auspices of Crossroads Ma¬ 
sonic Lodge. 


6RHVEL 


LOADING UP—Cold weather won't catch Convair FW napping. At left, M. J. Mauldin of Dept. 
20-4 gets out anti-freeze, of which FW will use 900 gallons before winter is passed. At right, J. J. 
Reagan, Dept. 25-4, breaks out gravel and salt as "slip-insurance" for strategic pedestrian walkways. 


Toy Collection Starts at Convair 
For Annual Needy Child Project 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

RANDOLPH—Son, Randy, 6 lbs. 8 
oz., born Oct. 5 to Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Randolph, Dept. 92. 

DAINGERFIELD 

GLUCH—Son, John James, 8 lbs. 7 
ozs., born Sept. 26 to Mr. and Mrs. 
John Gluch Jr., Dept. 2. 

TURNER—Daughter, Patricia Ana- 
belle, 7 lbs. 10 oz., born Oct. 17 to Mr. 
and Mrs. R. L. Turner, Dept. 1 


First Flight Covers 
Of XFY-1 on Sale 

Two-color first flight covers 
featuring the Convair XFY-1 are 
on sale at employee service at 
both plants at San Diego. They 
are priced at 25 cents each, CRA’s 
Stamp Club announced. The 
covers were aboard the new Navy 
Vl^O fighter on its first flight. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
by contacting Johnny Johnson or 
Marty Witkowski in Dept. 74. 
They can be reached at Col. 49-L 
on the mezz through the office 
of Lou Lyte, ext. 5132-6138. 

Departments wanting help in 
adopting families for food pack¬ 
ages may contact Tom Croft in 
employee service section of per¬ 
sonnel department, extension 
5269. He will furnish names of 
families scheduled to receive toys. 

Or if a department has a needy 
family in mind, F. F. Gignilliat 
will make sure that toys reach 
the children. His extension is 
4106. The employee contacting 
him should furnish him with the 
name, address, sex, age of the 
children and the number in the 
family. 

The Fort Worth Community 
Council is compiling a list of the 
city's 500 neediest families. The 
council is an agency of United 
Fund which Convair Employees 
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best record 


Heavy Ballot Spells 
Runoff in Club Vote 

(Continued from Page 1) 
mittee chairman, reported that 
approximately 1,600 club mem¬ 
bers voted. 

“This is some of the heaviest 
voting we've ever had," said Ken¬ 
dall. “And some of the closest." 

Resuts of the run-off election 
were not available at presstime. 

Newly elected officers will take 
office some time in January. 
Installation date has not yet been 
set. 


Former AF Plant Rep. 
At FW Now Brig. Gen. 

A former Convair Fort Worth 
AF plant representative, then Col. 
Beverly Warren, was promoted to 
brigadier general this month, the 
Air Force Times reported. 

Gen. Warren was plant rep¬ 
resentative at Convair Fort 
Worth from the early days of the 
B-36 until 1950 when he was 
transferred to command the AF's 
Southern Procurement District 
offices in Ridglea. He is now 
deputy commander of the Okla¬ 
homa City Air Materiel Area. 


SAFEST—F. E. Williams, Dept. 73 general foreman, accepts 
safety awards from B. G. Reed, assistant division manager. Dept. 
73 won award for safest department in plant and group I. Story 
on pag,e 3. 


★ CeMairietif ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 


Con-Trib-Club helps support. 

‘We hope that this year's Fix- 
A-Toy program will be even big¬ 
ger and better than last year's" 
said Carter. “It will take co¬ 
operation on the part of every 
employee. 

“Our motto is ‘Your broken toy 
may patch a broken heart,' " said 
Carter. “It's a good thing to re¬ 
member in the coming weeks." 


Booklet Handed Out 
On Nuclear Safety 

(Continued from Page 1) 
employees follow instructions. 

“If you’re working where you're 
exposed to radiation, you’re wear¬ 
ing a film badge.. 

“This is simply a piece of film. 
When you work near a radio¬ 
active source, it fogs the film. In 
the laboratory, technicians meas¬ 
ure how much the film is fogged. 
This tells them how much ex¬ 
posure you've had. 

“If you should be getting too 
much—you'll be kept away from 
the area until your exposure 
count goes down to the levels 
allowed at Convair Fort Worth. 

“At Convair, no one is allowed 
to get more than .3 (three tenths) 
of a Roetgen a week. This is less 
than half the radiation allowed 
people working on atomic bomb 
projects during the last war." 


FW Man to Chairman 
Midwest QC Meet 

Members of the midwest sec¬ 
tions of the American Society for 
Quality Control will gather in 
Dallas this weekend for their 
ninth midwest conference. 

General chairman of the con 
ference is J. Y. McClure, manager 
of quality control at Convair Fort 
Worth. T. E. Hoffman, chief of 
inspection, is chairman of the 
Fort Worth-Dallas section. 


POOR ROBIN? —Rucl E. 
Brown of Dept. 63 at FW won't 
need to put his head "under his 
wing" as in nursery rhyme, when 
wintry Texas winds blow. He's 
ready. Photo is on SAM-SAC 
line. 


FW Management Club 
Will Meet Tonight 

Something new is slated for 
the Convair Fort Worth Man¬ 
agement Club meeting tonight 
(Nov. 17). 

The social hour will be staged 
in the Longhorn Room of the 
Hotel Texas. After that, mem¬ 
bers will dig into a barbecue beef 
dinner in the Hotel Texas Exhibit 
Hall across Commerce Street 
from the hotel. 


B-36 Winter Operation 
Subject For Article 

“Winter Operation of the B-36" 
is the title of an article by W. R. 
Rector, propulsion group engineer 
at Conv.air Fort Worth, in the 
November issue of “Combat 
Crew" magazine. The magazine is 
published by the Air Force’s Stra¬ 
tegic Air Command headquarters. 


Purchasing Agents 
Hear FW Speaker 

Otto Dworak, chief of outside 
production at Convair Fort 
Worth, was guest speaker this 
month at a meeting of the Pur¬ 
chasing Agents Association of 
Fort Worth. He described savings 
in recent years in the aircraft 
industry accomplished by agree¬ 
ing on many standard items. 


HISTORIC FILM 

The historic American film 
“Ox-Bow Incident" will be shown 
Nov. 23 in the Rio Theater, San 
Diego, 7 and 9 p.m., sponsored 
by the University of California 
extension as a public service. 
There is a 50 cent admission fee. 


VISITORS—Visiting Convair Fort Worth this month to discuss 
Convair projects were, left to right: Cdr. Thomas W. Collins, USN; 
Deputy Assistant Secretary Daniel P. Barnard; Cdr. E. J. Johnson, 
USN, and Thomas C. Muse. They met with August C. Esenwein, 
Convair Fort Worth manager. 
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FW Couple Perform 
Art Work For New 


Children's Museum 


A Convair Fort Worth em¬ 


ployee, Jack Boynton, and his 
wife Ann gave Fort Worth an 
artistic boost last week. 

They did all the art work for 
five cases of historical and geo¬ 
graphical displays in the new 
Fort Worth Children’s Museum. 

The work was on a newly 
opened Indian exhibit showing 
centuries of history and thous¬ 
ands of miles of geography. 

Two of the cases show relics 
of former culture and one shows 
relics of South American Indians 
before Columbus. Others show 
pottery and stone objects and 
jewelry. 


GROUND BREAKER—Among 
photos Convairiety never expect¬ 
ed to see was this one of Al 
Morgan, recently named assistant 
manager of Convair San Diego, 
who borrowed air hammer from 
S. R. Hernandez to try his hand 
at breaking concrete for new 
$100,000 data reduction build¬ 
ing at SD. 


Mfg. Control, Plant 1 
Plans Ball Nov. 27 

Manufacturing control, Plant 1, 
at Convair SD will hold its annual 
“Holiday Ball” Nov. 27 at the 
Balboa Park Club from 9 ’til 1, 
according to L. E. Webb, general 
chairman for arrangements. 

The informal affair will feature 
the music of Danny Hale and his 
orchestra, plus entertainment and 
door prizes. 

Assisting Webb in planning for 
the dance are E. T. Stewart, ball¬ 
room; F. L. Shipstead, tickets; 
G. H. Woodberry, publicity; C. E. 
Keptner, decorations, and Frank 
Hockenberger, door prizes. 

Tickets are now available 
through supervision. 


CANADAIR VP 
James F. Tooley, comptroller 
for Canadair Ltd., has been named 
a vice president, John Jay Hop¬ 
kins, chairman and managing di¬ 
rector, announced recently. Tooley 
joined Canadair in 1947. 


Six Fort Worth Depts. Score Long 
Records Free of Disabling Injury 


More than 15 and a half cen¬ 
turies. . . . 

That’s how much time six 
safety-conscious departments at 
Convair Fort Worth have chalked 
up since their last disabling in¬ 
jury. 

In round numbers it amounts 
to more than 13 million manhours. 

The departments are 73, with 
more than four million manhours; 
Dept. 14, with more than three 
million; Dept. 74, with 1,778,859 
manhours; Dept. 47, with 1,704,- 
402 manhours; Dept. 50, with 
1,054,280 manhours; and Dept. 81, 
with 1,275,683 manhours. 

Leading the plant in safety for 
the month of September were the 
following departments: 

Dept. 73, F. E. Williams, gen¬ 
eral foreman, in group one. It 
was also plant winner with 580 
points out of a possible 600. 

Dept. 14, G. A. Frazier, general 
foreman, in group two. It had 
571 points. 

Dept. 50, W. H. Govett, general 
foreman, in group three. It had 
542 points. 

Dept. 64, O. L. Whitaker, gen¬ 
eral foreman, in group four with 
477 points. 

Dept. 9 Sets Dec. 11 
For Annual Dance 

Hotel del Coronado’s Circus 
Room will be the site of the an¬ 
nual Division Controller’s Christ¬ 
mas dance Dec. 11, according to 
Al Vernon, chairman for arrange¬ 
ments. 

Festivities are scheduled to 
start at 9 p.m. and continue until 
2 a.m. 

“Francis Leonard and his or¬ 
chestra will provide music and we 
will have some special entertain¬ 
ment in addition,” Vernon said. 

Tickets are available in each 
section of Dept. 9. 


Dept. 94, V. W. Higginbotham, 
general foreman, in group five 
with 520 points. 

Fred Temple, safety engineer¬ 
ing supervisor, presented foremen 
of the winning departments with 
safety banners. 

★ ★ ★ 

Injury Holiday For 
SD Lasts 37 Days 

A 37-day surcease from dis¬ 
abling injuries at Convair San 
Diego was marked up this month, 
the longest period of this kind 
since the record breaking mark 
of 59 days set earlier this year. 
The manhours total was more 
than 4% million hours worked 
without a lost time accident. 


TETE A TETE—Chatting during social hour that followed lecture at second CRA Ladies’ Night at 
San Diego are, left to right: Glenys Sears (Dept. 5), Mrs. J. T. Schultz, Mrs. Ed Feeney, Mrs. J. R. 
Benedict, Dorothy Haher (Dept. 14), Mrs. E. D. Robinson, Ellen Andreasen (Dept. 1-51), Martha Wood- 
berry (Dept. 3), Mrs. J. K. Field, Robley Baskerville (speaker of the evening), Edna Madruga (Dept. 
14), Virginia Forbes (Dept. 70), Irma C. Adams (Dept. 14). 

Convair Girls Hear Lecture, Chat Over 
Coffee and Cake at SD Ladies Night 

A representative cross section of Convair San Diego’s feminine population turned 
out Nov. 2 for the second in a series of CRA Ladies Nights, ignoring the appeal of 
election night returns. 

Assembling in the House of Hospitality auditorium, Balboa Park, the audience 
heard Miss Robley Baskerville, widely known lecturer and book reviewer, lecture and 
afterwards enioyed a social hour with refreshments. 

An experiment in an attempt 
to appeal exclusively to Convair 
SD women folk, the lecture series 
will continue monthly for the 
next several months. In charge 
of the series of functions is Mar¬ 
tha Woodberry, new CRA com¬ 
missioner, assisted by Grayce 
Fath, co-commissioner. 

Miss Baskerville gave a rapid 
fire talk that ranged from world 
affairs to the controversial issue 
of Christian Dior fashions. She 
reviewed several late books and 
gave away a number of current 
best sellers. Several CRA door 
prizes were given out, including a 
Thanksgiving turkey. 

Coffee, cake and punch were 
served during the social hour that 
followed the lecture. Assisting at 
the tables were Mrs. L. E. Roth, 

Mrs. J. R. Benedict, Mrs. E. D. 

Robinson, Mrs. J. T. Schultz, Mrs. 

J. K. Field, Mrs. Keith Sears, 
wives of CRA commissioners, and 
Mrs. Virginia Forbes and Miss 
Ellen Andreasen, CRA commis¬ 
sioners. 

“Miss Baskerville again will be 
our speaker next month and I 
am sure she will have an enter¬ 
taining and instructive message,” 

Martha Woodberry said. 

“The date is Dec. 7 and the 
place is the House of Hospitality. 

The lecture starts at 8 and the 
i social hour will start about 9.” 


AT THE DANCE—The Convair distaff side got more than its 
usual share of attention recently at San Diego. Not only was there 
a CRA Ladies’ Night, but also the Management Club staged its 
annual dance. Shown at the Hotel del Coronado are: Mr. and Mrs. 
Ed Reynolds, Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie Barbat and Mr. and Mrs. Gil 
Crosthwaite. 


Bronze Medal Awarded 
Convair Hero Who Swam 
To Rescue of Children 


CHICAGOANS TO MEET 

The Chicago Social Club will 
hold a dinner dance Saturday 
evening, Nov. 27, at the Uptown 
Club House, 2927 Meade Ave., 
San Diego. All Chicagoans at 
Convair SD are invited. Reserva¬ 
tions may be made by calling 
AT 1-7991. 


.o- - A 






HONOR YOUR PARTNER—This couple has earned the title of 
youngest square dancers at Convair FW. They're both three! 
Charlotte is daughter of Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Sebesta, Dept. 22, 
while Billy is the son of Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Warwick, Dept. 4- 


J. F. Thomas did with one arm 
what many men couldn’t do with 
two. 

It was April 4 when Thomas, 
material liaison man at Convair 
Fort Worth, went on a fishing 
trip at Lake Whitney. He was 
fishing on the boat dock when 
he saw two tiny girls tumble from 
a row boat about 14 feet away. 

Thomas jumped in the water, 
swam to the struggling children 
and pulled the 
oldest to the 
dock. He handed / 
her to a spec- L 
tator who put 
her on dry land. 

Then Thomas 
headed for the 
other child. She 
had gone under 
twice, but 
Thomas man¬ 
aged to get her J. F. Thomas 
to shore and safety. 

The youngest child, about four, 
had fallen from the boat. Her 
six-year old sister jumped in to 
try to save her. 

The water at the spot was 20 
feet deep. Thomas had to swim 
20 to 30 yards to rescue each 
child. He grasped them at arm’s 
length and pulled them to safety. 
At the time, he was fully clothed. 

Since the accident, more than 
seven months have passed. But 
Thomas’ heroic act wasn’t for¬ 
gotten. 

Early this month he received 
a letter from M. H. Floto of the 
Carnegie Hero Fund Commission. 


It said in part: 

“I have much pleasure in in¬ 
forming you that in recognition 
of your heroism on that occasion 
(the rescue) the Commissioner 
awarded you a bronze medal and 
the sum of $500 to be paid as 
needed for a worthy purpose to 
be approved by the executive 
committ’ee.” 

Fred Temple, safety engineer¬ 
ing supervisor at Convair, started 
the ball rolling for the Carnegie 
Award, highest civilian bravery 
award. He first informed the 
commission of Thomas’ deed. 

Thomas was surprised at the 
honor. 

“Naturally I feel proud and 
honored to receive such a high 
award. But, “he said,” I didn’t 
do anything that anyone else 
wouldn’t have done.” 
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“Your chances for continued 
employment are excellent.” 
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ARCING UPWARD—Gleaming in the early morning sunlight at 
Brown Naval Auxiliary Air Station near San Diego, the XFY-1, 
vertical takeoff fighter, lives up to its title. As movie cameras 
grind and still photographers zero on the plane, Skeets Coleman 
takes it upward in a graceful, controlled curve. Plane was at about 
250 feet altitude when he made transition from vertical to horizontal 
flight. Plane insignia on wings varies in photos because some of 
pictures were reversed to suit layout. 






ANOTHER FIRST—Photo 
dramatic flight of XFY-1, C 
were chosen to best show I 
means in exact sequence. Sc 
easy to view, left to right, 
landing.) Enlarged picture 
flight during a fly-by. Spot a 
is actually chase plane. Aeri 
number of helicopters and a 
was made to reach high sp 
plane is designed for more 
first airplane in history cap< 
shifting to horizontal flight, th 


Key Men Brave Barrage 
Of Questions on XFY-1 

One at a time, eight key men in the Navy's XFY-1 
program at Convair San Diego took on 112 members of 
the nation's aviation press early this month in question 
and answer sparring that sometimes developed some 
fancy footwork. 


On the spot at “meet the press” 
interviews that rivaled a presi¬ 
dential press conference for size 
were: R. C. Sebold* Convair vice 
president-engineering; Capt. F. K. 
Slason, USN, Bureau of Aero¬ 
nautics representative at Convair 
SD; B. F. Coggan, manager at 
Convair SD; Frank Fink, chief 
engineer at Convair SD; C. B. 
Carroll, Convair project engineer, 
XFY-1; J. F. (Skeets) Coleman, 
Convair engineering test pilot, 
XFY-1; Harry Helbig, Allison 
Division, General Motors Corpor¬ 
ation; and I. A. Coleman, Curtiss- 
' Wright Corporation. The inter J 
views coincided with the Nov. 4 
XFY-1 flight. 

Press representatives included 
26 newsmen from the East coast 
and 80 from the West coast 
representing principal papers in 
New York, Chicago, Washington, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, San 
Diego and other points, plus cam¬ 
eramen from all five major news¬ 
reel companies, the two major 
television networks and local sta¬ 
tions. The aviation editors of the 
nation's two largest wire services 
were on hand as well as aviation 
writers from every major maga¬ 
zine and publication across the 
country. 

Most of the questions brought 
forthright answers such as: 

Question: Were you flying at 
full power when you passed over 
the crowd? 

Coleman: No. I purposely flew 
slower to give the photographers 
a better chance. In fact, I 
“hammed” somewhat for their 
benefit. 

Question: Will regular pilots 
have trouble learning to fly this 
type of airplane? 

Coleman: I think not. Test pi¬ 
lots should be able to make the 
transition without trouble. Since 
the airplane has conventional-con¬ 
trols, any pilot should be able to 
make the change once we have 
ironed out the little things that 
count. 

Question: If you were flying 
this airplane in combat, how 
would you use it? 

Coleman: I'd go in right over 
the trees and “clobber” them. Any 
airplane flying at altitude has 
all types of opposition. With an 
airplane of this type, you could 


handle low-level missions wonder¬ 
fully. 

But sometimes the questions 
bordered on sensitive (classified) 
ground and this called for diplo¬ 
matic dodging such as: 

Question: What's the weight 
of the XFY-1 ? 

Coleman: Well, ah, I can't tell 
you exactly but it's similar to a 
regular Navy fighter plane. 

Question: About 15,000 pounds 
would you say? 

Coleman: About the weight of 
an average Navy fighter. 

Question: Has Convair sub¬ 
mitted proposals for building a 
jet airplane of this type without 
propellers ? 

Sebold: Let's say that Convair 
has investigated every possible 
application of an airplane of this 
type. 

Many questions dealt with the 
future of such an airplane. 

Question: Could this principle 
be applied to commercial aviation 
in the near future? 

Fink: I can see no reason why 
it couldn't be applied, but I would 
hesitate to say in the near future 
since we have just begun to probe 
the application. 

Reporters were interested in 
the safety factors of the airplane. 
They asked: 

Question: Does the airplane 
have an ejection seat? 

Coleman: Yes. I could eject 
myself from the plane at 100 feet 
above the ground and still have 
time for a special parachute to 
open and break my fall. I've seen 
the 'chute tested from 150 feet 
above the ground and it works. 

Question: Can the fin on the 
underside of the plane be jetti¬ 
soned ? 

Carroll: Negative. 

Question: Could the plane be 
landed on the deck of a ship ? 

Coleman: Yes. I can go into 
the vertical position and then 
move to almost any spot I want 
to land. 

Fink summed up the mission of 
the VTO by saying: 

“The original idea was to build 
an airplane that would serve as 
a convoy escort from the deck 
of a ship. But I think you can 
see, as we do, that an airplane 
with the performance capabilities 
of this one could serve many other 
purposes.” 



GROUND SCENES—Photo third above s 
Air Station on occasion of Nov. 4 flight of 
shows B. F. Coggan, Convair SD manager, 
executive vice president, and Gen. Joseph T. 
picture is of press conference during whief 
questions. At mike is Pilot Coleman, first a 
aircraft, though he says other test pilots shoi 
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—Photo sequence on this page illustrates 
TY-I, Convair built Navy fighter. (Pictures 
t show how plane operates and are by no 
znce, Some, in fact, were reversed to fit an 
o right, pattern of takeoff, level flight and 
picture above‘shows airplane in horizontal 
, Spot at lower left which looks like "meteor" 
ne. Aerial observers during flight included a 
s and a Navy AD-5 Skyraider. No attempt 
high speeds during this flight, though the 
r more than 500 miles an hour. This is the 
ory capable of ascending straight up, then 
flight, then descending from vertical position. 



above shows scene at Brown Naval Auxiliary 
ight of XFY-1. Center picture, left to right, 
anager, Pilot Coleman, J. V. Naish, Convair 
seph T. McNarney, Convair president. Lower 
g which key men stood up to barrage of 
, first and only man to fly sensationally new 
ots should have no trouble flying it. 


Admiral Congratulates Convair 
On XFY's History Making Flight 

Congratulations for “an outstanding milestone in the 
history of aviation” was extended to Convair Nov. 2 on 
the occasion of the first transition to horizontal flight of 
the XFY-1. The word came from Rear Adm. A. Soucek,- 
chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics, to the BuAer repre¬ 
sentative at San Diego with instructions to “pass to 
Convair.” 

The message read: 

“The first complete transitional VTO flight by Pilot 
Coleman on the morning of 2 Nov. 1954 is destined to be 
an outstanding milestone in the history of aviation. The 
foresight and ability of the Convair and Navy personnel 
who made this flight possible do great credit to the 
science of aviation. It gives me pleasure to extend my 
sincere congratulations for a job well done.” 

Air World Watching 
As XFY-1 Proves Self 


(Continued from Page 1) 
modern flying suit and a gleam¬ 
ing white helmet, in sharp con¬ 
trast to his footgear—a pair 
of aged tennis shoes. 

He climbed the 20-foot ladder 
to the cockpit and went through 
his pre-flight maneuvers. The 
twin-turbine jet engine started 


O. F. Oldendorph, XFY-1 
project office, and Pilot Skeets 
Coleman spoke before the So¬ 
ciety of Automotive Engineers 
in Fort Worth last Friday. 


at 8:28 and two minutes later the 
powerful propellers lifted the 
XFY-1 off the ground. 

Coleman “waggled” the ship in 
midair a trifle, then headed up to 
an altitude of about 250 feet 
above the runways where he 
gradually lowered the nose and 
then shot away at level flight 
with a Navy chase plane in hot 
pursuit. 

Navy helicopters hovered at 
strategic points over the field as 
Coleman circled and passed over 
the crowd just 50 feet above the 
runways at a speed of about 250 
miles per hour to allow camera¬ 
men an opportunity to photograph 
the airplane in level flight. (The 
airplane is designed for speeds of 
over 500 m.p.h.). 

After another pass over the 
field, Coleman came in low, went 


into a steep climb and then came 
to a standstill in a vertical posi¬ 
tion above the runways. He 
moved back and forth at an alti¬ 
tude of 1,000 feet and then settled 
down gently to land less than 
five feet from where he had 
taken off. As the contra-rotating 
propellers whirled to a stop, the 
crowd broke into a spontaneous 
burst of applause and repeated 
the gesture as Coleman emerged 
from the cockpit to descend the 
ladder. 

After close-up shots were made 
of the plane, the pilot, Convair 
and Navy officials, the crowd 
assembled in the “press room” 
for an extensive question and an¬ 
swer period with the leaders in 
the XFY-1 program. 

Although the demonstration 
and first flight were the only 
ones in which the XFY-1 has 
made the transition from verti¬ 
cal to horizontal flight, the delta¬ 
wing fighter has made more 
than 350 vertical flights in the 
past. Of* this number over 70 
were made in the open air, while 
others were conducted within a 
special tethering rig erected at 
Moffett Naval Air Station near 
San Francisco. 

The XFY-1 is powered by an 
Allison T-40 turboprop engine 
driving a six-bladed contra-rotat¬ 
ing Curtiss-Wright turboelectric 
propeller. 


Successful Flight Recalls Dates 
In Development of VTO Plane 


Nov. 2 and Nov. 4 will go 
down as red letter dates in the 
history of the XFY-1 program, 
but several other dates have been 
noteworthy, too. 

March, 1951: Convair won de¬ 
sign competition fpr an airplane 
that would take off straight up 
and land tail down under its own 
power. 

February, 1952: Fabrication be¬ 
gan on the “impossible” airplane 
under a $9,000,000 contract at 
Convair San Diego. 

March, 1954: First pictures 
were released showing the XFY-1 
in several poses, including one on 
a special gear which transported 
the airplane. 


March-April, 1954: The XFY-1 
was encased in canvas at San 
Diego, loaded aboard a Navy 
landing ship (dock) and shipped 
to Moffett Naval Air Station near 
San Francisco for tests. 

June, 1954: Reporters and pho¬ 
tographers at Moffett witnessed 
the XFY-1 taking off and landing 
within the confines of a special 
tethering rig which allowed it to 
“fly” within limits. 

August, 1954: The XFY-1 made 
its first free vertical takeoff at 
Moffett NAS. 

August, 1954: The VTO fighter 
was returned to San Diego and 
Brown Naval Auxiliary Air Sta¬ 
tion for further tests. 



BACKING DOWN—After hovering at 1,000 feet above Brown 
Field, XFY-1 starts descent, tail first. From sidelines, at least, land¬ 
ing looked as simple as backing a motor car into a garage. Pilot 
Coleman brought ship back to earth within a few feet of his takeoff 
point. Under standard operating procedure, pilot is assisted during 
landing by radio advice from ground. In foreground are some of 
observers who saw. Nov. 4 flight at Brown Field, including many 
veteran military aviators: ^ 
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Annual CRA Christmas Party, 

Ice Show Will Be on Dec. 16 

Mark a big red circle around Dec. 16 on your calendar! 
That’s the day CRA presents the first of six perform¬ 
ances of the fifth annual CRA Ice Show and Christmas 
Party for all Convair Fort Worth employees and their 


Nov. 21 Set for 
Stamp Exhibit 

Sunday, Nov. 21 is the big day 
for CRA stamp collectors at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth. 

That’s when they’ll have their 
annual exhibit at the CRA Center. 
Time is 2 to 8 p.m. 

J. D. White, stamp and coin 
commissioner, said he expects 
about 60 frames to be on display. 
A frame has eight pages each 
eight and a half by 11 inches. 

Categories that will be on dis¬ 
play are foreign stamps, United 
States stamps and covers. The 
same categories will be open in 
both senior and junior divisions. 
Juniors include anyone under 15 
years of age. 

White said that local stamp 
dealers will also be on hand at 
the exhibit with some of their 
stamps. Many of these will be for 
sale. 

Gift certificates will be awarded 
to winners in the various divi¬ 
sions. 

Judges for the annual show 
are Dr. L. A. Bernhardi, Sam E. 
Banks and Charles W. Brock, all 
of Fort Worth. 


families. 

Dates are Dec. 16, 17, 18, 19 
and 20. On Sunday, Dec. 19, there 
fill be a matinee at 2:30 p.m. 
Evening performances start at 
7:30 p.m. 

Slated for this year’s party is 
a bigger and better variety show 
on ice. Jane Zeiser will direct 
the professional and amateur 
skaters. 

Heading the show for CRA is 
Jim Shackelford. Working with 
him on the recreation committee 
are Ed Tucknies and I. B. Hale. 

Other committee chairmen are: 
Jerry Olsen, ice decorations; Jack 
Brittain, lighting decorations; Bill 
Parrish and Johnie Herbert, pro¬ 
gram cover and art; Glenn Carter, 
music director; Fred Gignilliat, 
ticket distribution; Miss Charlene 
Kelly, ushers. Fred Carlile will 
be in charge of photography. 

Tickets will be distributed the 
same way as in the past. One 
ticket will admit the Convair 
employee and his family. Tickets 
will be good for one night only. 

In the role of Santa will be 
B. R. Main. He will be on hand 
for every performance. 

“We’ve got a top notch show 
planned,” said Shackelford. “We 
want all Convair employees to 
plan now to attend the show. 



BAD MOMENT—1+ looks like a bad moment for someone during 
rehearsal of "The Autumn Garden." Shown here are, left to right, 
Pauline Forney, Al Baker and Edith Growald. 


CRA Activities — Fun for All! 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—Kenneth Browne, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2131. Regular play 7-10 
p.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, W. C. 
Stripling Jr. High. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. CI-63323. Practice 6:30-9:30 
Tuesdays, W. C. Stripling Jr. High. Pre- 
Thanksgiving tourney Nov. 19-20, Brewer 
High School. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. Play each Friday, CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES — 
J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 4283. Regu¬ 
lar meeting 9:30 a.m., Nov. 13, CRA Cen¬ 
ter. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. Nov. 18, 19, 20, 26, 27 pro¬ 
duction of “The Autumn Garden/’ 3-act 
play. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. No ice skating. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE— R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. / 2 A Jalopy 
Race 2:30 p.m. Nov 28, Forest Park. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Roger Bock, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 7107. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 


MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Nov. 17, 24, Dec. 1 meeting and 
code and theory class, 8 p.m. CRA Center. 

ROPING—Jimnw Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA of¬ 
fice, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING — Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tues¬ 
days at CRA Center. Stamp exhibit 2 to 
8 p.m. Nov. 21. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Regular play Nov. 19, 
26, Central YMCA, Nov. 21, 23, 28, 30 
CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradlev, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. each 
Monday, Ernest Parker Jr. High, 
ton. commissioner, ext 3238. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 

Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonheim, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 380. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis- 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
ext. 377. 



DANCERS—These children set a merry pace as they dance at everyone. Gary, son of G. E. 
square dance with Mrs. Lelia Siemoneit, their teacher. They're Bartlett, is one of the Van Zandt 
children for whom learning is a slow and difficult task at Van Zandt children helped by Con-Trib 
school. funds. Bartlett is in Dept. 29. 


Con-Trib-Club Helps Support Agencies that 
Work With Children Finding It Hard to Learn 


(Editor’s Note: to remind employees that their donations to 
Con-Trib-Club help support a worthy cause, Convairiety visited 
Fort Worth’s Van Zandt school for this report. It’s prompted 
by National Mentally Retarded Children’s Week made official 


by President Eisenhower.) 

In a classroom at the Van Zandt 
school, nine children gather every 
school day. They go to school 
for the same reason other young¬ 
sters do. To learn. 

But for them, learning is a 
slow process. Due to no fault of 
their own, nor to any fault of 
their parents, they can never 
completely “grow up” mentally. 

A few short years ago, these 
nine children, and the hundreds 
more in Fort Worth like them, 
were “forgotten children.” A 
stigma. The child no one talks 
about. 

Now, because of an intelligent 
approach to the problem, these 
handicapped children have a 
chance for a near-normal ap¬ 
proach to life. 

This week—National Retarded 
Children’s Week—was proclaimed 
by President Eisenhower. 

It’s to focus attention on an 
estimated 4,800,000 mentally re¬ 
tarded children in the United 
States. In Tarrant County alone 
there are 2,500. 

G. E. Bartlett, of inspection, is 
the father of one of these child¬ 
ren. He knows about 25 other 
Convair families who face the 
same problem. He estimates that 
there may be upward of 100 like 
Convair families. 


It was Bartlett who requested 
Convairiety to visit Van Zandt 
school to do this report, and ex¬ 
pressed hope that his youngster— 
Gary, 13—would be included in 
any photographs. 

“Especially,” said Bartlett, 
“since Convair employees through 
Con-Trib-Club help support work 
being done for my boy and others 
like him.” 

• The public school system has 
set up special classes for some 
of them. The Fort Worth Coun¬ 
cil for Retarded Children helps 
others. Civic groups and inter¬ 
ested individuals sponsor Oppor¬ 
tunity Centers where self care 
and socialization are held for 
some. 

And where do Convair em¬ 
ployees come in ? Yearly, through 
Con-Trib-Club, employees give at 
least $500 to help these children. 

Anyone might have such a 
child. Doctors suspect some 70 
causes. Principal cause is now 
believed to be brain damage— 
before birth or after birth. This 
is physical damage—such as 
breaking an arm or leg. And 
there’s no more disgrace to it 
than breaking a leg. 

Before birth, a disease the 
mother might contract may dam¬ 
age the baby’s brain. Long and 


difficult labor during birth and 
diseases after birth may damage 
the brain. Doctors know no cure. 
But that doesn’t mean nothing 
can be done about it. 

Children are grouped in three 
classes: the “educable,” the 
“trainable,” and the dependent. 

Those unable even to walk are 
the most seriously retarded. They 
can’t qualify for classes. But 
they can be helped by an im¬ 
provement in public attitude and 
understanding. 

That’s one of the main reasons 
for National Retarded Children’s 
Week. 

If you were to visit the brightly 
decorated classroom in the base¬ 
ment of Van Zandt school, you’d 
see nine children from nine to 
14 years of age. 

You’d see Mrs. Lelia Siemoneit 
put her charges through several 
sprightly square dances. You’d 
see children dance as well as any 
other group of children that age. 

But teaching them was a task 
which took infinite pains. When 
Mrs. Siemoneit started, the child¬ 
ren couldn’t follow one another 
in line. 

Now they go through their 
dances without a hitch. 

Some talk very little. Some are 
not too well co-ordinated. But 
they’re learning. They’re making 
progress—even though slowly. 

And they’re not shut up in a 
dark room some place—a “for¬ 
gotten child.” 


Check Yore Six Iron, Podner: Dancin's Begun! 


A large supply of fun is in 
store for Convair Fort Worth 
employees who haven’t yet learn¬ 
ed the fine art of square dancing. 

But if you don’t know how, 
you don’t have to wait any longer 
than next Monday, Nov. 22, to 
start learning. 

That’s when Square Dancing 
Commissioner Ross Carney will 
start another beginners class for 


Convair employees at Northside 
Recreation Gymnasium. 

The class meets at 7 p.m. each 
Monday night for 10 fun-filled 
weeks. 

You’ll learn the difference be¬ 
tween an allemande and a prom¬ 
enade under the experienced 
teaching of Carney, veteran dan¬ 
cer and caller. 

You’ll dance to the music of 


the Denton Playboys who’ve been 
providing music for CRA square 
dancers every Monday night for 
five years. 

And all this doesn’t cost a cent. 

All you have to do is call the 
CRA office at ext. 5141 to regis¬ 
ter for the class. 

When you finish the course 
you’ll be able to dance in the ad¬ 
vanced class. 



HERE S HOW—Chuck and Sonny Dawson and Hazel and Leonard Blakley show square dancers 
special formation as Ross Carney, right, calls it out. They're some of seasoned dancers in CRA group. 
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Frustrations of Life Subject 
Of 3-Act Play, 'Autumn Garden' 

Tomorrow night the house lights at the CRA Playhouse 
will go down for the second production this season, “The 
Autumn Garden.” 

And Convair “first nighters” will see another polished 
production by CRA’s Wing and Masque group. 


The three-act drama by Lillian 
Heilman will be done “in the 
round." Everett Morris will di¬ 
rect. 

In leading roles are Harry 
Weimer as Nicholas Denery and 
Dorothy Broodo as Constance 
Tuckerman. 

Supporting players are Marge 
Hancock as Rose Griggs, Edith 
Growald as Mrs. Ellis, Malcolm 
Holloway as Edward Crossman. 
A1 Baker plays Frederick Ellis 
and Pauline Forney is cast as 
Carrie Ellis. 

Sophie Tuckerman is played by 
Nelda Fitzpatrick and Leon is 
played by Fred Bunnell. - Virginia 
Lederer is Nina Denery and Hilda 
is played by Harriet Blum. 

The play takes place in a board¬ 
ing house in the late summer. The 
characters represent all types of 
people with varied backgrounds. 

Nicholas Denery and his wife 
Nina arrive and renew old friend¬ 
ships. Then as the plot unfolds 
the audience sees various traits 
that make up the personalities 
of the characters. 

“The Autumn Garden" is a 
play more interested in the char¬ 
acters within the play—their 


problems and frustrations—than 
it is in plot. 

Giving Morris an assist back- 
stage are J. D. Goodman as as¬ 
sistant director, Regina McCally 
as rehearsal prompter, and Har¬ 
riet Morris in charge of prop¬ 
erties. 

Isabelle Harris will do costum¬ 
ing and Sue Kidd is in charge 
of lights. Dick Lederer provides 
the background music. 

Performances will be given 
Nov. 18, 19, 20, 26 and 27 at the 
playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 

Johnny Morrison 
Shows Dad How 

Johnny Morrison evidently is 
following in the footsteps of his 
father, A. M. Morrison, member 
of the CRA camera activity. 

The elder Morrison has been 
interested in photography for 
some time. He's won several 
prizes in contests within the CRA 
group. 

He entered the print in an 
amateur photographer's contest— 
and won first prize. 

Father was pleased as punch! 


CRA Camera Group 
Will Hold Contest 

Dec. 13 is the day for the 
next quarterly contest for CRA 
shutterbugs. Stan Orrick, com¬ 
missioner, asked that all cam¬ 
era activity members prepare 
their black and white prints 
or color slides for the contest. 




MODELERS—R. J. Heist teaches these parents and children how to fly model planes they’ll build 
during special CRA course. For $5, student makes plane, learns how to fly it and gets the plane to 
keep. Classes meet every Monday night at CRA Center. 





Lucky Four in 
Top Spot Again 

Lucky Four held their first 
place lead last week in the 
Convair Guys and Gals Bowling 
League. They have a 30 % to 
9 Ms record. 

In second place is Devine of 
Dallas with 27-13. Third are 
Hits and Misses, 26-14 and fourth 
are Mity-Mites with 24^ to 15 Ms. 

In Nov. 10 bowling, Fran Paul 
took weekly high game for the 
“gals" with a 202. Tom Walt¬ 
hall’s 221 was high for the men. 

Mrs. Paul also bowled weekly 
high series with a 514. Ralph 
Warner's high series of 595 won 
for the men. 

Turkey Tourney 
Set for Weekend 

This weekend CRA basketball 
players will have an opportunity 
to win a free Thanksgiving main 
course. 

It's the big annual pre-Thanks- 
giving basketball tournament on 
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 19 
and 20. 

Eight teams will play in the 
two-day event at Brewer High 
School gym in White Settlement. 

Prizes for the tourney will be 
turkeys to the first place team 
members, hens for the second 
place team and fruit cakes for 
top men on free throws. 

Ed Tucknies, basketball com¬ 
missioner, invited all Convair em¬ 
ployees to come out and watch 
the games. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able at the CRA office, ext. 5141. 

CRA Netsters End 
Season's Play 

CRA netsters wound up their 
tennis season last week with the 
final match of the CRA tennis 
tourney. 

Sidney Marks and Frank Calda- 
rola teamed to beat the Phil 
Mahaf fey-Walter Bradley duo, 
6-2, 6-3. 

Bradley, tennis commissioner, 
said there would be no more ten¬ 
nis this season through the CRA 
activity. 

He urged tennis players to 
join the group playing badmin¬ 
ton each Monday and Wednesday 
night at W. C. Stripling Junior 
High School. 


Deadline Nears for CRA Keglers 
In First Convair-Bell Tourney 


'Shooters Edge 
Past Wing Dings 

Trouble Shooters nudged their 
way into first place over the 
close-behind Wing Dings last 
week in the Convair Engineering 
Bowling League. 

Trouble Shooters have a 25-11 
record and the Wing Dings have 
a 24 Ms to 11 Mi tally. In third 
place are Control Surfaces, 24-12. 
Schmatums are fourth with 22- 
14. 

Leo Kulakowski’s 234 was high 
game for the first week in No¬ 
vember in first half bowling. 
Roger Bock won second half with 
a 213. 

High team game and high team 
series went to the Wing Shots 
with an 858 and 2,429. 

Kulakowski won high individual 
game and Haswell Walker took 
high individual series with a 554. 

Holding the top place in season 
individual game is Earl Johnson 
with a 265. Ed Treinen has high 
series with 661. 

Also in seasons high are Con¬ 
trol Surfaces' 974 for team game 
and The Kids’ 2,667 high series. 


Just three more days to sign 
up for the whopping big fifth 
annual CRA Bowling Tourna¬ 
ment! This year’s tourney will 
be held in conjunction with Bell 
Aircraft. 

Closing date is Friday Nov. 20. 
The tourney will be held Dec. 
4-5 and 11-12 at Tavener's Play- 
dium. 

Averages to be used are highest 
Convair league average as of 
Nov. 6, 1954 with a minimum of 
15 games in one league. 

League secretaries are asked 
to provide J. W. Johnson, Dept. 
6-2, tube 2, with a copy of in¬ 
dividual averages. Johnson asks 
that first name or initials be 
furnished for each bowler. 

Mrs. C. B. Mitchella will handle 
the women's entries. She may be 
contacted at PE-6064. 

Trophies will go to Convair 
winners in each class and to 
Bell-Convair winners in each 
class. Bell and Convair bowlers 
will compete equally for all prize 
money. 

If necessary, a special squad 
time will be arranged for second 
shift bowling teams. 

H. G. Starkey, CRA bowling 
commissioner, said that prizes 
will amount to approximately 
$1,500. 


CUTTING HORSES—I. L. Dowdy and James Haile go after calf 
while practicing with cutting horses. These specially-trained horses 
get workouts several times a week at CRA Ranch. 


Four from Modernization End 
Up Hunting Trip 'In the Drink' 

A duck hunting trip ended up with four Convair Fort 
Worth employees “in the drink” this month. 

It all happened Nov 5 when Dick Lilly, Harry Flower, 
Jim Hood and W. W. Pierce, all of modernization, decided 
to get their duck hunting down pat. 

They built a duck blind on a - 


flat bottom boat. This took them 
two days, but they figured it was 
worth it. 

So they started off to get in 
some hunting on Lake Worth. 

But they encountered some¬ 
thing they didn't expect. The 
boat sank! 

And down went all four men, 
heavily weighted with heavy 
clothes and boots. 

The story probably would have 
had a very tragic ending except 
for one thing. 


J. T. Rhoades, assistant fore¬ 
man in Dept. 96, was nearby and 
saw the mishap. He went to their 
rescue and pulled them all to 
safety. 

“Otherwise," said Lilly, “we'da 
drowned." 


Ride Wanted 


From Arlington Heights (4300 
Calmont) to plant and return. 
8 a.m. shift. Mrs. Maxine Young, 
Boeing office, ext. 2231. 


WHAM—Virginia Starnes, wife of J. C. Starnes, socks the ball 
over the net in strenuous volleyball session. Group meets each 
Monday night at Ernest Parker Jr. High. 
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Mission No. 1' Rehearsed 
In 27-Hour B-36 Flight 
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TRAILS—Fort Worth readers will remember this photo, taken by Fred Carlisle, Convair FW pho¬ 
tography supervisor, last summer while on a B-36 flight to Florida. It is a remarkably fine shot. Trails, 
of course, are vapor which develops under certain atmospheric conditions. 

Most Important Bomber 
(B-36) Never Went to War 


Convair Fort Worth and Carswell AFB played starring 
roles in the production of an article in Collier's this 
month. 


The story, “Rehearsal for Mis¬ 
sion No. 1,” was written by James 
J. Haggerty Jr., after a 27-hour 
ride in a Convair built B-36. He 
rode on the trip to Montreal with 
a Carswell crew. 

In the article, Haggerty tells 
of his impression of the 6,000 
mile trip. 

It* all starts a day before take¬ 
off with a security check, cham¬ 
ber tests, getting together essen¬ 
tial equipment and briefing. 

Haggerty was particularly im¬ 
pressed by the size of the air¬ 
plane. At one point he says that 
terming the ’36 “big” is an under¬ 
statement. He says that it is 
“mammoth” and a source of 
“staggering statistics.” 

He points out that the piston 
and jet engines , at takeoff pro¬ 
duce enough horsepower for 10 


The importance of the Air 
Force's Convair-built B-36, the 
“most important bomber that 
never went to war,” is pointed up 
by George Haddaway, publisher 
of Flight magazine, in a recent 
issue. 

Said Haddaway, in part: 

“We attended the ceremonies 
in Fort Worth when the last B-36 
was delivered to the U. S. Air 
Force. It was an impressive occa¬ 
sion primarily because never be¬ 
fore in the history of this nation 
have we owed so much to a 
weapon that was never used in 
combat as we owe to the B-36, 
the world’s mightiest interconti¬ 
nental bomber. 

“The B-36 was conceived in the 
dark days of 1941 when it ap¬ 
peared England was doomed and 
we might be denied European 
bases for strategic air power. 
Seven years ago the first 36 was 
delivered to the Air Force. In 
1949 Convair flew a B-36 more 
than 10,000 miles nonstop, making 
a 10,000-pound bomb drop at the 
halfway point. Last July the 
USAF’s 11th Bomb Wing flew 21 
B-36’s to North Africa. Not long 
ago a B-36 dropped two 42,000- 
pound dummy bombs, or a total 
of 84,000 pounds, for the heaviest 
load of bombs ever carried by one 
airplane. Missions above 40,000 
feet are routine for the behemoth 
of bombers. 

“We agree wholeheartedly with 
the school of air power thinking 
that our USAF’s combat capabil¬ 
ity with such an airplane more 
than any other one factor has 
stayed the hand of the ruthless 
Soviets in their headlong rush for 


mastery of the world. At a recent 
briefing by Strategic Air Com¬ 
mand officers at Offutt Air Force 
Base in Omaha, Nebraska, we 
learned that Old Faithful is still 
the backbone of our global coun¬ 
ter offensive air strategy and the 
new and modified models have 
capabilities and improvements far 
beyond the capabilities of models 
in combat readiness two years 
ago. 

“The newer jet bombers are 
coming along—many of them now 
ready for combat. But even 
though the jets will eventually 
replace the B-36, now that the 
last one has been delivered, it 
will be a long time before it’s 
sent out to pasture. 

“Convair, the stalwart B-36 
crews which are among the cream 
of our Air Force personnel, the 
Strategic Air Command and all 
those inside and outside the mili¬ 
tary establishment who have had 
a hand in the development, pro¬ 
duction and operational effective¬ 
ness of the great bomber that 
might never fire a shot in actual 
war, are due a sincere salute of 
gratitude and a hearty ‘well done’ 
from the freedom loving people 
of the earth. 

“Surely there’s a powerful 
germ of an idea in the lesson we 
must have learned from develop¬ 
ing the B-36, which put fear in 
the minds of the Commies to the 
point they haven’t wanted another 
world war up to now. That idea 
is if we continue to keep one 
jump ahead of them as we did 
with the B-36, maybe they’ll 
never launch that first devastat¬ 
ing blow.” 


CITATION—John Jay Hopkins, right, chairman of board and 
president of General Dynamics Corporation, receives Citation of 
Merit of "Poor Richard Club," Philadelphia, from club president 
John LaCerda. Hopkins was honored for his leadership in develop¬ 
ment of atomic propulsion. 


PRETTY SMART—Convair Fort Worth drivers are sporting new 
uniforms, these days. Looking very trim in new garb are Florence 
Harris, Neva Doughty and Doris Findley awaiting dispatch from 
LySyl Moore. 

Trim Blue Uniforms Decreed For 
Convair FW's Feminine Drivers 


Convair Fort Worth’s three 
feminine chauffeurs now can be 
identified at the blink of an eye. 
They are wearing new blue uni¬ 
forms, complete with Convair in¬ 
signia. 

During the summer the drivers 
wear dark skirts and white 
blouses. In winter they used to 
wear slacks. But this year the 
new winter uniform was adopted 
as more tasteful, according to R. 
E. Walkington, traffic foreman. 

It isn’t all taste, however, that 
dictates the change in fashion. 
The drivers are more easily iden¬ 
tified, a factor that will help a- 
void such a situation as this: 

Recently both the driver and 
the intended passenger were 
a half hour early for a rendez¬ 
vous at Amon Carter Field. For 
a half hour they sat side by 
side in the waiting room, chat¬ 
ting, neither aware of the oth¬ 
er’s identity! They probably 
would still be there if the dri¬ 
ver hadn’t had the passenger 
paged. 


Chute Rigger Chosen 
Poster Personality 

Mrs. Ada Nickerson, parachute 
rigger at Convair San Diego 
(Convairiety, Sept. 9, 1953), will 
be featured in the last of the 
Quality Control “personality 
poster” series which will appear 
this month at San Diego plants. 
The poster’s catch line is “A life 
depends upon her quality work.” 

Personalities previously fea¬ 
tured included E. D. Shannon, 
veteran test pilot and head of 
experimental flight at SD; B. F. 
Coggan, San Diego manager, and 
Frank Fink, SD chief engineer. 


Veteran of the trio that an¬ 
nually drives more than 100,000 
miles is Doris Findley, with Con¬ 
vair 12 years, 10 of them without 
so much as a scratched fender. 
Florence Harris has been driving 
for Convair three years and Neva 
Doughty for a year and a half, 
both without an accident. Their 
dispatcher is LuSyl Moore. 
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locomotives. He also says that 
the fuel capacity is enough to fill 
the tanks of limousines lined 
bumper-to-bumper for five miles. 

He tells of the routine involved 
in a long distance flight as well 
as several not-so-routine inci¬ 
dents. One involved his trip 
.through the tunnel connecting the 
front and aft. The other tells of 
a trip by the flight engineer 40 
feet into the wing to make a re¬ 
pair. 

The story ends up with the 
crew safely back in Fort Worth 
with Montreal “theoretically a 
pile of rubble.” 

Haggerty points out that the 
distance flown could have taken 
the plane from bases in England 
or North Africa to any target 
east of the Ural Mountains which 
split Russia. And back—without 
refueling. 

He says with our world-wide 
ring of air bases in Alaska, Oki¬ 
nawa, North Africa, Spain, Eng¬ 
land and Greenland, no Russian 
target is out of range of B-36s. 

Summing up, he said: 

“I came away from Fort Worth 
deeply impressed by the compe¬ 
tence and the precise teamwork 
of the crew . . . and by the 
realistic training program of 
General LeMay’s SAC.” 


NIGHT LIGHTED—New sign 
which recently made appearance 
in Building I parking lot at Con¬ 
vair Pomona is 30 feet high, 15 
feet across. "Convair" is edge- 
lighted and emblem is translu¬ 
cent and back lighted. 


Canadair Producing 
New Sabre Model 

Manufacturers of more than 
1,200 Sabre jets in the past, Can¬ 
adair Ltd. of Montreal, sister con¬ 
cern to Convair, now is producing 
a new model, the Sabre VI, power¬ 
ed by the Canadian designed and 
built Orenda engine. 

Canadair predicted improved 
all-round performance with the 
more powerful power plant. First 
of the new ships now are being 
flight tested. 

When Canadiar first started 
production of the F-86A, this was 
the most advanced airplane ever 
built in Canada. Since then, Can¬ 
adair has built other improved 
versions. Customers have included 
the RCAF, the RAF and the 
USAF (which used them in the 
Korean war). 


Rocket Expert Will 
Speak for l M f Club 

The sky will be the limit to¬ 
night (Nov. 17) when the Convair 
SD Management Club stages a 
“Sky Hi Nite” meeting at Balboa 
Park Club, according to Dave 
Archibald of the sponsoring qual¬ 
ity control department. 

“We have a ‘sky high’ speaker 
—Richard R. Comperts, a noted 
rocket authority employed by the 
government at Edwards AFB— 
and some sky high entertainment 
lined up,” Archibald said. 

The meeting starts at 6 p.m. 
with social hour to be followed 
by a swiss steak dinner at 7 p.m. 


Metals and Carbide 
Societies to Meet 

A joint meeting of the San 
Diego Chapter, American So¬ 
ciety for Metals, and the Society 
of Carbide Engineers will be held 
tomorrow night (Nov. 18) begin¬ 
ning at 7:15 at Solar Aircraft 
Auditorium, corner of Hawthorne 
and Harbor Dr. 

Dr. Royal R. Rife, optical con¬ 
sulting engineer at Rohr, will 
speak on “Optics in Industry.” 
John V. Long, Solar’s director of 
research, will discuss “High Tem¬ 
perature All Metal Sandwich 
Structures.” 


Lanphier Reelected 

Thomas G. Lanphier Jr. has 
been re-elected president of the 
National Aeronautical Association 
for 1955. 

Lanphier, vice president and 
assistant to the president of Con¬ 
vair, also has been elected chair¬ 
man of the NAA board. Jacque¬ 
line Cochran was elected first vice 
president for 1955. 
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NEW RECORD—National record set by Convair Fort Worth employees in 1954 U.S. Savings Bond 
Campaign was recognized by U.S. Treasury Department at Fort Worth last week. With pennant, left 
to right, are: Marion Hicks, assistant division manager; Col. C. Savage, AF plant representative; Ed 
Ernest, Tarrant Couhty savings bond chairman; Arthur B. Hill, treasury department official from Wash¬ 
ington, D.C.; and August C. Esenwein, manager. 


Convair Will Join 
In Backing up FW 
'Safe Driving Day' 

Just two weeks from to¬ 
day—Dec. 15—Convair Fort 
Worth drivers will help 
make £-D Day a big suc¬ 
cess. 

S-D Day means “Safe-Driving 
Day.” President Eisenhower has 
named Dec. 15 as S-D Day so 
that Americans everywhere can 
prove to themselves that they 
can be safe drivers. 

The object of S-D Day is to 
show that traffic accidents can 
be reduced when both motorists 
and pedestrians make a conscious 
effort. 

Since Convair Fort Worth 
families make up about 20 per 
cent of all Fort Worth drivers, a 
big part of the job will be up to 
them. 

On Dec. 15, motorists and 
pedestrians will be urged to: 

1. Observe the letter and the 
spirit of all traffic regulations. 

2. Be courteous to every 
driver and pedestrian—practice 
sportsmanship. 

3. Give full attention to driv¬ 
ing and walking. 

“If everyone observes those 
simple rules all day long,” said 
Fred Temple, safety engineering 
supervisor, “we should certainly 
reach our goal—24 hours without 
a* traffic accident.” 

Temple pointed out some 
shocking figures about traffic 
accidents: 

(Continued on Page 2) 


FW Bond Record Best 
Of Any Plant in U.S. 

The best record of any plant in the country! 

That’s what Convair Fort Worth employees achieved 
in the 1954 “Five-for-Fifteen” campaign to increase buy¬ 
ing of $100 U.S. Savings Bonds. 

And it’s official, too. Straight 


17,500 Level 

Convair Fort Worth employees—with certain ifs, ands 
and buts—will number around 17,500 throughout the fore¬ 
seeable future. 

That was the promise of August C. Esenwein, manag¬ 
er, on Nov. 23 at a .luncheon meeting of the Fort Worth 
Downtown Lions Club in Hotel Texas. 

The qualification was this: 


“We’ll stay at about this level 
so far as we know now. The 
exact figure, of course, depends 
upon how many of our potential 
projects become firm business on 
the books.” 

He pointed out that the current 
employment level is above the 
average for the 12 years of the 
plant’s history. It has ranged 
from less than 7,000 shortly 
after end of World War II to 
over 31,000 three years ago. 

Esenwein also brought out the 
fact that Convair Fort Worth 
operates the only government 
owned aircraft plant that has 
never been idle since it opened 
its doors in 1942—a matter of 
(Continued on Page 2) 


from Arthur B. Hill, assistant 
national director of the savings 
bond division of the U. S. Treas¬ 
ury in Washington, D. C. 

Hill brought along to Fort 
Worth last week three items: 

A letter high with praise for 
Convair employees; 

A plaque bearing the words 
of President Eisenhower’s 
prayer during his inaugural 
ceremony; 

An official U. S. Treasury 
flag which now flies on the 
pole in front of the Adminis¬ 
tration Building. It, too, is in 
recognition of the record. 

Said the department’s official 
letter from Nathan Adams, sav¬ 
ings bond advisory committee 
chairman from Texas: 

“Your ‘Five-for-Fifteen’ plan 
gave us more than 5,200 new buy¬ 
ers of $100 savings bonds. 

“This is the most successful 
such effort of any in the United 
States so far. 

“Your Fort Worth record sets 
a new record for the nation.” 

He also lauded employees for 
sending the participation figure 
up from 64 per cent to 74. 

He paid special tribute to the 
“planning, timing, instructions, 
(Continued on Page 2) 


DANGER—The camera's in the driver's seat to show a dangerous 
way to travel: 70 miles an hour in a 50-mile zone. (Incidentally, 
the speedometer needle isn't faked, though Sally Abey of Convair- 
iety and Fred Carlile, photo supervisor, admit to a certain amount 
of deception. Car's rear wheels were on a jack!) 


DESIGNERS—Mrs. Glenn Carter and Jane Zieser have their 
hands full with Ice Show costuming ahead of them. Shown here 
is material that will be used in costumes for the extravaganza 
opening Dec. 16. 

Ready For Ice Show? 
Ticket Days Dec. 8-9 

The biggest and the best! 

That’s the promise for the 1954 CRA Ice Show and 
Christmas Party. Opening date is little more than two 
weeks away—Dec. 16 


Convair Starts 
Plan to Finance 
Graduate Study 

A new program of Con¬ 
vair awards to help a select 
number of college graduates 
study for higher degrees 
will go into effect during 
1955. 

August C. Esenwein, Convair 
Fort Worth manager, said the 
awards will run up to $1,000 
per school year for each student 
approved. 

“The awards will be for 
graduate students who plan to 
go into industry,” said Esenwein, 
“rather than for those who plan 
to teach or do pure research.” 

Special consideration will be 
given to sons and daughters of 
Convair families and to students 
living in the Fort Worth-Tarrant 
County area, though others will 
not necessarily be barred. 

“As we all know, there is a 
serious shortage of technically 
qualified men and women in en¬ 
gineering and a number of allied 
fields,” said Esenwein. “These 
awards—and like awards at Con- 
vair’s San Diego and Pomona 
operations—are designed to help 
both Convair in particular and in¬ 
dustry in general to fill that 
need.” 

Students chosen for a Convair 
award will be paid $100 per 
month for the months of the 
school year. Limit of any one 
award is 10 months. A student, 
however, after completing one 
award, may apply for another. 

The awards are designed to 
interest outstanding senior stu¬ 
dents about to graduate in engi¬ 
neering or some other approved 
allied field, and outstanding tech¬ 
nical students of approved gradu¬ 
ate schools. 

Applications may be made by 
applying in writing for an “Ap¬ 
plication for Convair Award” 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Other dates for the fifth an¬ 
nual Ice Show will be Dec. 17, 
18, 19 and 20. On Sunday after¬ 
noon, Dec. 19, there will be a 
2:30 matinee. All other per¬ 
formances will start at 7:30 p.m. 

On hand to hear the Christmas 
wishes of Convair youngsters 
will be Santa Claus. B. R. Main 
of traffic will help Santa out in 
the role. 

A full evening of colorful en¬ 
tertainment is planned. Top ama¬ 
teur stars Sully Kothman and 
Lucille Ash—who last year 
charmed audiences with their 
fancy figure skating—will star 
again this year. 

Also on hand will be a flock 
of local talent, including many 
Convair Fort Worth skaters. 
Jane Zieser will direct the show. 

At the reins of the whole 
show are Jim Shackelford and his 
(Continued on Page 2) 


PART ONE—Traffic department crews stage part one of Fix-a- 
Toy operation at Convair Fort Worth—picking up toys. Here, H. N. 
Gilbert and R. D. Timms hand toys to S. B. Morris. 
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Two new 15-year pins made their 
appearance recently at Convair Fort 
Worth, worn by M. W. Martin, Dept. 
6, left, and E. C. Shuffitt, Dept. 31. 

Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are due 
during the period Nov. 15 through Nov 
30: 

Fifteen year: Dept. 6, M. W. Martin. 
Dept. 31, E. C. Shuffitt. 

Ten year: Dept. 3, B. Vollmer. Dept. 
6, A. M. Michael, A. C. Porter, J. W. 
Speight. Dept. 9, W. E. Garrison. Dept. 
22, C. G. Moore. 

Dept. 31, W. A. Brown, W. T. Hes¬ 
ter, M. E. McFarland, C. W. Miller. 
Dept. 40, W. B. Bearden, A. H. Beas¬ 
ley. Dept. 48, I. E. Webster. Dept. 50, 
P. E. Blakley. 

Dept. 62, E. E. Bass, J. S. Spear, H. 

R. Stephenson, R. Timms. Dept. 65, J. 
B. Davis. Dept. 81, N. W. McLaughlin. 
Dept. 92, L. Grisham Jr., K. A. Tug¬ 
gle. Dept. 93, N. S. Tribble. Dept. 94, 
F. O. McDonald. Dept. 95, C. D. Mc- 
Gowen, J. V. Oringderff. 

Five year: Dept. 3, M. M. Smith, 
Dept. 4, E. W. Willett. Dept. 6, R. C. 
Simpson, C. H. Strittmatter, J. P. Wil¬ 
liams. Dept. 9, C. J. Williams. Dept. 
11, M. C. Moore Jr. Dept. 15, I. A. 
Hester, J. L. Kleinecke. ' 

Dept. 18, A. J. Coble. Dept. 20, E. 
F. Freiley, O. O. Turner. Dept. 22, C. 

S. Heise, J. L. Kee, J. P. Mcllh-nny, 

R. E. Pippin, J. W. Stiles, W,* A. 
Templeton. 

Dept. 24, D. G. Baldwin, C. F. Mor¬ 
ris Jr,. M. L. Thomas, D. T. Volkman, 
M. Warren. Dept. 25, B. L. Baker, H. 

L. Brown, C. E. Hobbs, W. C. Howard. 
Dept. 27, J. Y. Post. 

Dept. 28, W. C. Culver. Dept. 29, J. 
A. Watts. Dept. 30, A. R. Phillips, C. 

M. Weesner. Dept. 31, M. I. Parks. 
Dept. 33, R. H. Butler, H. K. Jack, M. 
E. Kopp, W. D. Layne, W. R. Robert¬ 
son, L. C. Thomasson, W. A. Zerwer. 

Dept. 48, W. R. Kerr, J. F. Morri¬ 
son, J. P. Zimmerman. Dept. 50, F. T. 
Bryan, G. O. Jackson. Dept. 64, H. A. 
Dossin, W. B. Henderson. 

Dept. 73, E. G. Arber, C. B. Clifton 
Jr., R. DeLange, L. F. Kellum, J. C. 
Knight, O. C. Mason, W. C. Oatman, 

L. M. Scruggs, J. C. Whatley, W. R. 
Whitehead. 

Dept. 74, W. E. Adams, H. E. Alli¬ 
son, A. P. Copeland, R. D. Cornelson, 

A. P. Hill, W. L. Howell, B. V. Ken¬ 
nedy, V. S. Lemoine, H. L. McWil¬ 
liams, J. R. Parvin, F. E. Stevenson. 

Dept. 75, J. W. Roe. Dept. 76, M. E. 
Hughes. P. T. Sampert, M. M. Spears, 
E. G. Tucker, J. L. West. Dept. 81, H. 

S. Faries, R. L. Trotter. Dept. 95, J. 
R. Laney Jr., J. A. McDonald. Dept. 
96, V. R. Crews, G. Karetski, W. F. 
Read. Dept. 99, R. M. Macy, J. E. Ray. 

Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective Nov. 10: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to project de¬ 
sign engineer, D. L. Bechtel, H. F. 
Carlberg, J. E. Hicks, J. F. Keller Jr., 

M. W. Martin, J. R. Vaughan; to en¬ 
gineering writer, G. F. Hines; to test 
group engineer, R. H. Johnson ; to de¬ 
sign engineer, H. E. Quarles Jr. ; to 
engineering publications editor, I. N. 
Samuels; to senior design engineer, H. 

B. Stanley Jr., R. A. Wilson. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: to 
product change analyst, W. O. Ware. 

Dapt. 24, Tooling: to tooling analyst, 
R. M. Jackson. 


Bond Buying 
Best in U.S. 

(Continued from Page 1) 
publicity and follow-through” for 
the campaign. 

“Five-for-Fifteen Club” mem¬ 
bers signed up for payroll deduc¬ 
tions of at least $5 per week. 
This goes toward a $100 bond. 
On this basis, a member buys a 
$100 bond every 15 weeks. 

The Presidents Prayer plaque 
is framed in wood taken from 
timbers used to build President 
Eisenhower's inaugural platform. 

The tokens of honor were ac¬ 
cepted on behalf of all employees 
by August C. Esenwein, Fort 
Worth manager, in a brief cere¬ 
mony before members of the divi¬ 
sion operating council. 

“This is a real tribute to 
Convair Fort Worth employees. 
The record they made is proof 
of their high morale, their pa¬ 
triotism, their faith in their 
form of government—and their 
faith in Convair as well. 

“To everyone who joined in: 
Convair’s sincere thanks—and 
mine as well.” 

The campaign was put on 
through regular supervisory 
channels starting with Esenwein's 
personal appeal to the members 
of his staff. 

Also present at the ceremony 
were Ed Ernest, Tarrant County 
savings bond chairman; Tolbert 
Crabb, state director of the sav¬ 
ings bond division; Sidney C. 
Bray, assistant to the sales di¬ 
rector; and Tony Zeigler, savings 
bond division representative and 
a former Convair employee. 

Campaign plans and promo¬ 
tional material—such as bulletins, 
handouts, time clock announce¬ 
ments, instructions and in-plant 
publicity—were produced by the 
Convairiety staff and Personnel 
Department at FW. 



NEW OFFICERS—Heading Convair FW Management Club for 1955 are, left to right: Ralph Wag¬ 
ner, corresponding secretary; R. E. Walkington, day vice president; Tom Croft, recording secretary; J. 
E. McBride, night vice president; S. J. Middleton, president; and Fred Gignilliat, treasurer. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

FRANCIS—Son, Robert Neal, 4 lbs. 
13 oz., born Oct. 31 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick H. Francis, Dept. 6-7. 

HOLLABAUGH — Daughter, Nicki 
Jean, 7 lbs. 4 oz., born Nov. 15 to Mr. 
and Mrs. B. B. Hollabaugh, Dept. 24-6. 

LANKFORD—Daughter, Nancy Lynn, 
8 lbs. I 1 /* oz., born Nov. 9 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Mason Lankford, Dept. 28-2. 

POSEY—Son, Thomas Posey III, 8 
lbs. 12 oz., born Nov. 13 to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. Posey, Dept. 30. 


Convair Will Offer 
Graduate Awards 

(Continued from Page 1) 
form, and by completing it and 
meeting certain other require¬ 
ments. 

These include the following: a 
recommendation of the faculty 
or major professor and fellow¬ 
ship committee of the school; a 
transcript of all undergraduate 
and graduate work completed; a 
notice of acceptance from an ap¬ 
proved school to do work in an 
approved field; and a recent 
photograph. 

The application forms are 
available at most engineering 
schools or may be obtained by 
writing to: Personnel Depart¬ 
ment Training Supervisor, Con¬ 
vair, A Division of General Dy¬ 
namics Corporation, Fort Worth 
1, Texas. 


Convair to Aid 
Safe Driving 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Last year Americans killed one 
person on an average of every 
14 minutes. Total: 38,300. 

In 1953, there was a traffic 
injury every 23 seconds. More 
than a million people were dis¬ 
abled beyond the day of the acci¬ 
dent. 

Four billion dollars—more than 
five times as much as all fire 
losses—was the price of traffic 
accidents. 

In 1953 there were nearly 10 
million traffic accidents. 

Said Temple: 

“It took 50 years for the Unit¬ 
ed States to reach its millionth 
traffic fatality. At the present 
rate, it will take only half as 
long to kill the second million.” 

A score sheet will be kept so 
that nation wide results of S-D 
Day' may be measured. 

“This will be a good oppor¬ 
tunity for Convair to set a good 
record,” said Temple. “In the 
two weeks ahead of us, we have 
time to practice our best driving. 

“We wouldn't want anyone 
from Convair to mar Fort 
Worth's record.” 


Ralph Barrera Still 
Leading Chess Club 

Still maintaining his position 
as number one man in the Chess 
Club at Convair Pomona is Ralph 
Barrera, Dept. 6, reported Harold 
Wingfield, CRA commissioner. 

Barrera leads with 1,502 
points. In second place is M. F. 
Youts, Dept. 6, who has 1,330 
points, and in third position is 
R. C. Prewitt with 1,150 points. 

“Our correspondence game 
with the San Diego club is mov¬ 
ing along and appears to be 
about even in advantage,” Wing¬ 
field reported. 


Middleton Elected President 
Of Management Club at FW 


S. J. Middleton, tool engineer¬ 
ing control supervisor at Convair 
Fort Worth, was elected presi¬ 
dent of the Convair Management 
Club last month. 

Vice president for first shift is 
R. E. Walkington, traffic depart¬ 
ment foreman. For second shift, 
it's J. E. McBride, tool service 


Employment to 
Hold at 17j>00 

(Continued from Page 1) 

12 years. 

Esenwein was introduced by 
Loyd L. Turner, special assistant 
to the Convair Fort Worth 
manager, and a member of the 
club. 

Remainder of his talk largely 
concerned a brief history of 
General Dynamics Corporation, 
of which Convair is a division, 
and its leading role in adapting 
atomic energy to fields other 
than atomic bombs. 

He also discussed the many 
different programs in work at 
Convair Fort Worth, San Diego, 
Pomona and Daingerfield. 


Convair Folk Remember Needy 
As Christmas Season Nears 


Piper Will Address 
Engineering Meeting 

Thomas E. Piper, staff assist¬ 
ant to the executive vice presi¬ 
dent of Convair, will speak Dec. 
16 at a meeting of the San Diego 
Chapter, American Society of 
Metals, and the Society of Car¬ 
bide Engineers. Both members 
and non-members are invited to 
the affair at 7:15 p.m. in Solar 
Aircraft auditorium. 

Piper will speak on “Ceramics 
and Cermets and New Metal 
Working Techniques.” He is a 
veteran of 25 years in Southern 
California industry as a manu¬ 
facturing research and develop¬ 
ment engineer in the field of 
materials and processes. 


Docs Convair have your cor¬ 
rect address? If not, bring Con¬ 
vair up to date so your W-2 
form will not go astray. 


★ CmJaitietif ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingrerfield, 

San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 

Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. _ __ 

FW Editorial Offices Industrial Rela.ions Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob | spend' for ~ groceries "for needy 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. ^ 6 


Christmas will be happier this 
year for hundreds of Fort Worth 
children. 

They'll have toys to play with 
and a good meal—thanks to Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth employees and 
contributors to the Santa Pals 
Fund of the Fort Worth Press. 

A two-fold plan is sweeping 
Convair this month as employees 
gather day and night to work on 
toys, and contribute to depart¬ 
ment collections during working 
hours. • 

Management Club this year 
took over leadership of Fix-A- 
Toy. Crews pick up the toys, 
take them to the workshop in the 
Swine Building at the Coliseum, 
repair them, and finally will dis¬ 
tribute them to unfortunate 
children. 

General Chairman of the 
operation is Cecil Carter, 

“Work is going along quite 
well so far,” he said. “But we 
still need more toys. We cer¬ 
tainly don't want to pass up any 
of the families on our list.” 

Carter emphasized that toys 
need not be worn out and broken. 

“We also need toys in good 
condition—anything you no long 
er need.” 

Christmas spirit is also show¬ 
ing up in other forms at Convair. 
Throughout the plant, gaily deco¬ 
rated boxes, signs and cards 
point out collection places. 

Employees in many depart¬ 
ments are contributing funds that 
otherwise would be spent on 
cards, stamps or presents for fel¬ 
low employees. 

Dept. 4-6, in warehouse four, 
collected $82 in one week. Dept 
82 which last year collected $735 
already has more than $110 to 


families. Some of the other de¬ 
partments with similar funds are 
Dept. 65-2, Dept. 75, Dept. 3, and 
Dept. 29. 

Names of needy families are 
available from Tom Croft, em¬ 
ployee service supervisor. 

Any Convair employee who 
would like to help in the Fix-A- 
Toy program may obtain more 
information by calling Bill 
Govett or Guy Nesbitt. Crews 
work both first and second shift. 

Employees who have toys too 
large to bring to the collection 
boxes at employee gates may 
have them picked up by calling 
Fred Gignilliat, ext. 4206, or 
Bruce McHarg, ext. 2118. 


foreman. 

Ralph Wagner, Dept. 3 ad¬ 
ministrative assistant, is corres¬ 
ponding secretary, and Tom 
Croft, employee service super¬ 
visor, is recording secretary. 
Fred Gignilliat, employment 
supervisor, is treasurer. 

New Board of Control mem¬ 
bers are G. W. Beckham, Dept. 
81; W. E. Harrison, Dept. 7-3; J. 
D. Lanier, Dept. 93; J. O. Muncy, 
Dept. 93; and J. R. Shuter, Dept. 
24. 

Ray Kendall, nominating chair¬ 
man, reported that voting was 
very close for several offices. 
Approximately 1,600 voted. 

New officers will be installed 
at a meeting early in January. 

Outgoing officers are Jack 
Brittain, president; A. E. Cle¬ 
ment, vice president, days; W. F. 
Sutton, vice president, nights; N. 
L. Johnson, treasurer; G. E. 
Symm, corresponding secretary; 
and S. J. Middleton, secretary. 


Ticket Distribution 
Next Week for CRA's 
Annual Xmas Show 

(Continued from Page 1) 
recreation committee. Mrs. Glenn 
Carter and Miss Zieser are in 
charge of costuming. 

Jerry Olsen and his crew will 
again prepare the elaborate floor 
design. Jack Brittain will be in 
charge of other decorations. Bill 
Parrish and Johnie Herbert will 
provide the program cover and 
art. Glenn Carter is music di¬ 
rector. 

Charlene Kelly will arrange for 
ushers and Fred Carlile will be 
in charge of photography. Hank 
Wendorf, CRA president, will 
make the welcome address. 

Tickets will be distributed 
through Fred Gignilliat's office 
Dec. 8 and 9. Gignilliat is ticket 
Chairman. 

“We've got a really good show 
planned this year,” said Shackel¬ 
ford. “Plan now to attend—and 
bring the family!” 






WORTHY CAUSE—Dept. 3 employees, like many others at 
Convair Fort Worth, are using Christmas card money to buy food 
for needy families. Here, Nadine See drops her donation in deco¬ 
rated box. 
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SD Plant 1 Fabrication 
Again Among Perfect 
Housekeeping Leaders 

Four areas at Convair San Diego scored perfect records 
during October, to tie for possession of the monthly good 
housekeeping trophy. They were experimental, Plant 1 
fabrication, electronics and T-29 final. _ 



FUTURE CUSTOMER—Mrs. Rudy Edington is in the market for 
a television set since she won whopping $1,100 Employee Sugges¬ 
tion award. Here Cecil Bransom at Fair Ridglea shows her new 
24-inch set. 

Woman Earns $1,100 
For FW Suggestion 

Ruby S. Edington is glad she learned to sew. And also 
glad she works at Convair Fort Worth. 

Last week she won the largest individual employee 
suggestion award in the history of Convair Fort Worth. 
And all as a result of her sewing. 



EYE-SAVERS—G. F. Kircher, 
Dept. 31, Convair Fort Worth, 
knows the value of safety glasses. 
Recently when he was milling, 
the cutter broke and struck him 
in the face. His lip and chin 
were cut, but safety glasses pre¬ 
vented serious injury to his eye. 



ESCAPE—E. T. Austin, Dept. 
27-1 Pomona, shows gash in 
safety shoe caused when heavy 
metal skid fell on foot recently. 
Austin didn't feel a thing, didn't 
realize shoe was damaged until 
several hours later, but safety 
engineers agreed that he would 
have suffered severe foot injury 
had he not been wearing proper 
shoes. 

Con-Trib-Club Aid 
Helps Father of 
Leukemia Victim 

Little Michael Jones is living 
on borrowed time. He’s had 
leukemia for a year and a half. 

When doctors first diagnosed 
his case, they gave him six 
months to live. 

But the plucky little young¬ 
ster is still hanging on—thanks 
in some part to Convair Fort 
Worth Employees Con-Trib 
Club. 

Michael’s father is Bob Ray 
Jones, a tank sealer in Dept. 
48. A large part of his income, 
up until last week, was going 
for Cortisone pills for Michael. 

The pills were 25 cents 
apiece. Michael had to have 50 
every day! That’s close to $90 
a week. 

Everything the Jones family 
had was going into care for 
Michael. Then Jones applied 
for Con-Trib-Club Emergency 
Aid. 

Through the efforts of Milt 
Stewart, C-T-C board member, 
Jones was able to get the pills 
for about half price. Emer¬ 
gency Aid helped the Joneses 
on some of the doctor bills. 

But expensive Cortisone 
treatments, and daily trips to 
the doctor in Dallas, were still 
expensive. 

Then some relief came. 
Michael’s pill dosage was cut to 
just three a day. 

“It’s helped. Emergency Aid 
has helped, too,” said the young 
father. “We’re grateful, too. 
We really appreciate every¬ 
thing.” 


Only fabrication, Plant 1, was 
a repeat from the September 
winners. This group has turn¬ 
ed in a perfect record each 
month since December, 1953. 
Electronics and T-29 final have 
placed first five times this year 
and experimental has been in 
the top spot three times. 

The overall average violation 
per employee dropped from .020 


during September 

to 

.011 in 

October. 




Average Violation 


Per Employee 


Oct. 

Sept. 

Experimental . 

. .000 

.008 

Fabrication, Plant 1 ... 

. .000 

.000 

Electronics . 

. .000 

.013 

T-29 Final .:. 

. -.000 

.002 

340 Major & Final . 

. .003 

.031 

Mfg. Control, Plant 2 ... 

. .004 

.004 

T-29 Primary & Major . 

. .006 

.024 

F-102 Major & Final ... 

. .009 

.019 

Tool Mfg., Plant 1 . 

. .010 

.029 

Mfg. Control, Plant 1 ... 

. .012 

.012 

Material . 

. .012 

.027 

Fabrication, Plant 2 ... 

. .015 

.000 

Tool Mfg., Plant 2 . 

.017 

.065 

Plant Engineering . 

. .020 

.008 

Field Operations . 

. .024 

.019 

R3Y Major & Final . 

. .061 

.049 

★ ★ 

★ 


Six Perfect in 
Safety at SD 



Convair San Diego’s ever in¬ 
creasing safety consciousness 
was very much in evidence dur¬ 
ing October when no less than 
six groups turned in perfect 
safety records to tie for first 
place in the monthly safety con¬ 
test. 

Their efforts represented a 
total of 699,723 manhours. 

Tops in total manhours work¬ 
ed during the month were 340 
final and major departments 
(37, 52, 55, 56, 57) under Supt. 
J. F. Glenn with 142,064 man¬ 
hours. Close behind were fab¬ 
rication departments (101, 102, 
110, 115) at Plant 1 under Supt. 
F. E. Grossher with 140,597 
manhours. 

Other perfect groups and 
manhours worked included: 
manufacturing control depart¬ 
ment (22) at Plant 1 under 
Chief T. F. McAleer, 135,631 
manhours; fabrication depart¬ 
ments (201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 
215) at Plant 2 under Supt. C. 
F. Blair, 110,678; manufacturing 
control department (522) at 
Plant 2 under V. F. Cernuto, 
106,801; and field operations de¬ 
partment (300) under Supt. S. 
J. Barinka, 63,952. 


More than 150 Air Force pilots 
and engineers have been trained 
to fly the Convair-built C-131A 
air evacuation transport in a spe¬ 
cial C-131A transition school con¬ 
ducted at Brooks Air Force Base, 
Texas. 

The school, which started May 
17, graduated its final class Nov. 
12. During that period, 102 air 
evacuation pilots and 49 engi - 
neers were checked out in the air¬ 
plane called the “Samaritan.” In 


Hot Wire Hits 
Finger Ring 

N. W. Scott Jr., Dept. 303 as¬ 
sistant foreman stationed with 
the F-102 project at Edwards Air 
Force Base, recently substituted 
a scar for a ring on his finger. 
The interchange was involuntary 
and due to a freak accident. 

Scott was working on his auto¬ 
mobile at the time, replacing a 
starter switch. During the pro¬ 
cess a wrench he was gripping 
made contact with a hot terminal. 
Unfortunately, at the same time 
the wrench made contact with 
his ring and the ring in turn 
made contact with the frame of 
the car (ground), thus complet¬ 
ing an electrical circuit. “Light¬ 
ning” struck. The finger was 
badly burned and the ring be¬ 
came scrap metal. 

Moral, advanced by N. R. 
Keough, chief of field operations 
at Edwards for the F-102, reads: 
“For work around electrical 
equipment and hot terminals, 
just pretend you’re not married 
and not even engaged. Leave 
the rings at home.” 




FINGER RING—This is what 
happened from freakish accident 
in which electricity raced through 
ring on finger of N. W. Scott, Jr., 
of Convair Dept. 303. He is sta¬ 
tioned at Edwards Air Force Base 
on Mojave desert. Intense heat 
left this swollen scar on Scott's 
finger, where ring had been. 


addition, eight pilots of Military 
Air Transport Service’s Continen¬ 
tal Division and Headquarters 
completed the course. 

A total of 11 classes were sent 
through the school that included 
two weeks of mechanical indoc¬ 
trination and two weeks of flight 
training. 

The school was conducted by 
the 1734th Air Transport Squad¬ 
ron (Air Evac) with Maj. Carroll 
M. Stone as project officer. 


Her award was more than 
$1,100—a very tidy sum for an 
idea. The idea was simple 
enough, but one that most people 
wouldn’t think of unless they’d 
had sewing experience. It was 
to save zippers from worn B-36 
aileron curtains and also to re¬ 
place only the worn part of the 
curtain. She works as an uphol¬ 
sterer in Dept. 74. 

Before her suggestion was put 
into effect, the worn curtains 
were taken from the ailerons and 
discarded. Now the worn part is 
removed and a new one substitu¬ 
ted. It involves little work—but 
a big saving. 

Raising two daughters prob¬ 
ably helped plant the idea in 
Mrs. Edington’s mind. She made 
most of her daughters’ clothes. 
If a skirt wore out and, the zip¬ 
per was still good, she’d remove 
it and put it in something else. 

This isn’t her first employee 
suggestion award. Last April 
she submitted an idea on chang¬ 
ing dinking die punches from in¬ 
side to outside taper type. She 


The man whose Christmas 
shopping financial problems thus 
are solved is Arthur W. Houck Jr. 
of Dept. 6. 

Earlier this year Houck re¬ 
ceived $287.50 for his suggestion 
which involved an improved meth¬ 
od of arranging material for the 
Illustrated Parts Catalogue. This 
was a sizable sum, but more re¬ 
cently a review of his idea hit 
the “mother lode” and brought an 
additional'award of $763.50. 

“This is a shock!” Houck said 
when he received word of the 
new check. 

Houck’s idea includes enlisting 
the aid of IBM machines in ar- 


won $12. Encouraged, she looked 
about for other ideas. Then she 
came up with a whopper! 

Said Lou Lyte, Dept. 74 
manager: 

“Mrs. Edington’s idea is a per¬ 
fect example of the SAM-SAC 
concept—to repair when possible. 
SAM-SAC parts don’t necessarily 
have to be new—but they must 
be serviceable. We’re very proud 
of Mrs. Edington.” 

And they weren’t the only ones 
who were. 

W. D. Barclay, assistant 
supervisor in the conservation 
and suggestion section, added his 
congratulations. 

Mrs. Edington is still thrilled 
about the whole thing. 

“I never dreamed I’d receive 
so much,” she said. “I felt I had 
a good idea, but it’s still a won¬ 
derful surprise.” 

Chances are Mrs. Edington is 
going to enjoy that award for 
years to come. She’s been shop¬ 
ping around for a nice new tele¬ 
vision set! 


ranging material for the parts 
catalogue and reducing some of 
the load of work that in the past 
required laborious study of blue¬ 
prints and writing of rough 
drafts. Employee Suggestion 
Program records at San Diego 
reflect no larger award since 
Manuel Torres received a $1,876 
award in January of 1944 for 
an idea calling for making a com¬ 
plete subassembly of B-24 Libera¬ 
tor turbo-superchargers. Torres 
is no longer with the company, 
but the award to him wan made 
by James L. Kelley, then division 
manager, now assistant to Con- 
vair’s executive vice president. 



GRADUATES—Having completed their four-year apprenticeship 
courses, these Convair San Diego men recently received their jour¬ 
neymen's certificates. Left to right, B. F. Coggan, Convair San 
Diego manager, who made presentation, L. I. Urquidi, now in Dept. 
300, H. E. Thompson, of Dept. 524-2, S. E. Fandel, of Dept. 406, 
A. A. Koba, of Dept. 524-2, and R. M. Buss, of Dept. 6 (lofting). 


Hundred and Fifty Pilots and Engineers Given 
Special Instruction in Convair Samaritan 



HOW ABOUT A LOAN?—Associates in Dept. 6 at San Diego 
gang up on A. W. Houck Jr., pretending to ask for a "small touch" 
following Houck's receipt of a record suggestion award. It is big¬ 
gest for San Diego in a decade. 

Suggestion Award at San Diego 
Biggest Authorized Since 1944 

An employee suggestion was approved last month 
carrying the largest award authorized at Convair San 
Diego since 1944. It totals $1,051. 
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Fury in Feathers 


Pheasant Raising is a Problem 
In Keeping Peace, SD Man Finds 

When tempers flare at the A1 Ebeling home near Lake¬ 
side, Calif., the feathers really fly. They are pheasant 
f Bcithcrs 

That is why Ebeling, a member of SD’s Dept. 603, is 
an advocate of peace and quiet. Anything to keep his 
menage of 300 pheasants fr om going on a rampage. 

conducts 


PLAYGROUND FOR PROS—This will be scene for 1955 Convair San Diego Open, where touring 
golf professionals will battle it out for prize money. A special 18-holes is being chosen from among 
Mission Valley Country Club's 27 available golf holes. The special layout will be adapted to give the 
best in spectator advantage and the toughest test for the players. Dates for the Open are Jan. 20 
through 23. In foreground is Mission Valley's new clubhouse. 


Work on Drill Press Table Anchored Solidly With 
Device Perfected by FW Man, Improving Safety 


A friend's mangled hand con¬ 
vinced O. G. Scott that there 
ought to be a better way to use 
a drill press. 

That was some time ago in 
Convair Fort Worth's tool room. 
A friend at the next bench had 
just torn his hand open. 

Spurred on by this incident, he 
invented a simple device which 
holds a vise for drilling at any 
spot on the drill table. It can 
be clamped so that the vise re¬ 
mains in precisely the same spot. 
Or it can be left free so that the 


vise may be moved about at the 
will of the operator. 

“The trick to the whole thing," 
explains Scott, “is that when you 
leave it free the vise remains 
absolutely still while you're drill¬ 
ing and it won't move a thous¬ 
andth of an inch until you your¬ 
self move it." 

It also has other advantages: 
once the operator has located the 
point for drilling of a hole, the 
device enables the drill to locate 
that spot automatically. This as¬ 
sures holes at precisely the same 
spots in different pieces of 
material. 

With the device in use, the 
drill press operator's hands are 
kept away from the drill and the 
piece of work, thus reducing the 
chance of injury. 

With the device perfected he 
turned in an employee sugges¬ 
tion. It won him an award of 
$275. That was in 1951. 

Convair tooling people were 
sufficiently impressed with the 
value of Scott's device that they 
ordered 25 more from him. 


A BETTER WAY—O. G. Scott 
of Convair FW turned inventor 
some years ago and now has per¬ 
fected device shown here. It 
holds vise steady during drilling 
and can be adjusted to any po 


Michael Buchko Wed 
To San Diego Girl 

Michael Buchko, assistant su¬ 
pervisor in Dept. 28, Convair SD, 
and Ellen Henshaw of San Diego 
were married Nov. 13 in St. 
Francis Chapel, Balboa Park. A 
reception followed in the La Sala 
Room in the House of Hospi¬ 
tality. 

The newlyweds are making 
their home at 4749 Del Monte, 
Ocean Beach. 


sition desired on drill press table.' acres. 


CANADAIR EXPANDS 

Two new extensions to exist¬ 
ing buildings of Canadair Limited 
of Montreal are under construc¬ 
tion. Upon completion they will 
add about 200,000 square feet to 
the firm's covered factory space, 
which already totals some 42 


Keep up Your 
Data on Tax 
Exemptions 

Convair employees everywhere 
were advised this week to make 
sure that their Withholding 
Exemption Certificates (form 
W-4) are up to date. 

Convair uses the certificates 
every payday to determine how 
much tax to deduct. Therefore, 
it is important that any change 
of status be incorporated at once. 
If present certificates are correct, 
they should be allowed to stand. 
However, if they are in error be¬ 
cause of a change of exemp¬ 
tions or for some other reason, 
new certificates should be obtain¬ 
ed from Convair and filled out. 

Exemptions usually change 
through marriage or divorce, 
when a dependent dies or is born, 
or when a taxpayer begins or 
stops supporting a dependent. 
Particular care should be taken 
not to claim more exemptions 
than the" law allows, because of 
severe penalties. 

“Under the 1954 Revenue Act, 
you may count as a dependent a 
child that is 18 years of age or 
less at the end of the year even 
though the child may earn more 
than $600 during the year, pro 
vided that you supply more than 
one-half of the child's support," 
D. S. Devlin, assistant Convair 
treasurer, explained. 

“If the dependent child is also 
a full-time student at a school or 
college for more than five months 
of the year, the exemption will 
apply even though the child is 
over 18." 

★ ★ ★ 

Accurate Addresses 
Important to Files 

All Convair employees were 
urged this week to be sure that 
their correct mailing addresses 
correspond with those on file 
with Convair. 

This soon will be particularly 
important as the company pre¬ 
pares to mail out W-2 forms 
essential to all in filling out per¬ 
sonal income *tax returns. If 
Wrong addresses are carried on 
the company's books, the W-2 
forms will go astray. 

Change of address cards i 
available from timekeepers. 


Ebeling conducts the spare 
time business with his son, Bob, 
of Dept. 6 SD, and a son-in-law. 
They market the birds to indi¬ 
viduals, clubs and commercial 
markets. CRA Gun Club at SD 
is using some of his birds for 
prizes this weekend. 

“Pheasants are game birds not 
far removed from the wild state 
and their tempers are short in 
captivity," Ebeling explained. “It 
is not unusual for one to get up¬ 
set, toss a tantrum and have the 
whole colony join in a riot. 

“Anything can start them off, 
a stray animal around the place; 
or overly warm weather; or one 
bird chasing another." 

The results of these mass tan¬ 
trums can be disastrous with 
many birds left dead. So, to re¬ 
duce the chances, bad tempered 
birds are quickly spotted and 


"Say 'Upsy Daisy' once more an' I'll drop it on ya!" 


segregated. 

Ebeling started his business 
early this year with 80 hens and 
15 cocks. His stock now num¬ 
bers about 300, and he has 
marketed some 2,000 birds! 

Hens have a productive life of 
up to 15 years, Ebeling said, but 
for the cocks it's short—about 
three years — though doubtless 
active. Hens lay about an egg 
a day but pay so little attention 
to them that the Ebelings gather 
them up each day and once a 
week take them to a hatchery 
where the chicks eventually 
emerge from an incubator. After 
two weeks in brooders they are 
caged. 

The Ebeling home has more 
than its share of bird life. Mrs. 
Ebeling specializes in parakeets 
and Ebeling is thinking of adding 
quail to his list of boarders! 


TEMPER, TEMPER—Al Ebeling, of Dept. 603 at SD inside one 
of his pheasant pens. When birds get angry they sometimes riot 
and there’s heck to pay. 


SD Junior Achievement Concern 
Underway With Convair Advisors 


“Junior Jotter Co.," Junior 
Achievement firm sponsored by 
the Convair SD Management 
Club, is ready to open its sales 
efforts early this month, accord¬ 
ing to J. D. Frisby (Dept. 35) 
sales advisor for the group. 

Frisby, along with W. C. Gish 
(Dept. 8), chief advisor; Don 
Kennedy (Dept. 250), production 
advisor, and M. J. Bjorstrom 
(Dept. 350), club board of con¬ 
trol representative, have been 
helping the youngsters since the 
company was organized at the 
start of the current school year. 

“Our efforts are strictly within 
the advisory category since the 
youngsters have organized, elect¬ 
ed leaders, set up their own pro¬ 
duction and sales groups and 
turned out the first items -for 
market," Frisby said. 

The youngsters will market a 
pocket memo pad bound in 


leatherette, with perforated tear- 
out sheets. Cost per pad will be 
$1.25. 

“The youngsters have mapped 
out a campaign to sell to individ¬ 
uals, clubs, business organiza¬ 
tions and maybe retail mer¬ 
chants," Frisby added. 

Tentative plans call for officers 
of the firm to attend a meeting 
of the SD Management Club 
early next year and to sell memo 
pads at a later meeting. 

Junior Achievement is a na¬ 
tional organization set up to en¬ 
courage. commercial and indus¬ 
trial enterprise among the na¬ 
tion's youth. Each firm organized 
must set up a factory, super¬ 
visory and labor force, purchase 
raw materials, turn out a finished 
product and then market it. All 
of this within a budget set up 
ahead of time with funds raised 
by selling stocks. 


Asst. Gen. Mgr. Named 
For Electric Boat 

George L. Dirks, previously 
vice president of Blaw-Knox Co., 
has been appointed to the new 
post of assistant general manag¬ 
er of Electric Boat Division of 
General Dynamics Corporation. 
Carleton Shugg is division gener¬ 
al manager. Blaw-Knox manu¬ 
factures heavy plant and indus¬ 
trial equipment. Dirks graduated 
from Michigan State in 1927 
with a BS and was with B. F. 
Goodrich Co. for over 18 years, 
seeing duty in almost every level 
of management and mechanical 
work. 


?m 




"Needless to say, I seldom loan my pinion geared hand drill . . . " 
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Way Back Yonder 


Pomona Traveler on European 
Trip Traces Kin to Year 1222 

The architecture of Rome was both varied and beauti¬ 
ful .. . Venice, the city of canals, was fascinating . . . 
the Eiffel Tower and Buckingham Palace closely resembled 
their pictures . .. . money went farther in Austria . . . 
Germany is slowly rebuildin g. . . . 

But to Convair Pomona’s A1 
Sinzig (Dept. 51), who with his 
parents spent almost five months 
visiting nine countries in Europe 
last summer, the outstanding 
highlight of the entire trip was 
the view of the Statue of Liber¬ 
ty and the New York skyline 
on the return trip. 

“I didn’t kiss the ground when 
we landed in New York, but I 
readily understand the 




ABROAD—Pomona's Al Sin 
zig (shown in lower photo at Isle 
of Capri) recently spent five 
months in Europe. Folks abroad 
found it hard to believe that 
average American family owns 
an auto, electric refrigerator, etc. 
and is buying a home! Top pho¬ 
to is Heidelberg Castle; next is 
countryside near Luzern, Switzer¬ 
land; next is Venice, of course. 
★ ★ ★ 


can _ „ 

emotions of the many people 
who do when they return,” Sin¬ 
zig said. “For while we 
thoroughly enjoyed practically 
every minute of the trip, all 
three of us came home with the 
same thought foremost in our 
minds—that there is no place 
in the world like the United 
States in which to live.” 

The trip was one that Sinzig 
and his parents had planned for 
many years. Al was born in 
Cologne, Germany, in 1921, but 
his parents brought him to the 
United States in 1924. 

“Consequently, we spent a 
good portion of those five 
months looking up and visit¬ 
ing with long-lost relatives 
and family friends,” Sinzig 
related. “Also, we visited a 
small city bearing our family 
name ‘Sinzig.’ There in the 
yard of a church over 800 
years old we found tomb¬ 
stones bearing our name and 
dating all the way back to 
1222. And in the town hall we 
were able to trace the gene¬ 
alogy of our family from about 
that time down to my father.” 

Many things most Americans 
consider as essentials are luxu¬ 
ries beyond the wildest dreams of 
any except the most wealthy 
Europeans, Sinzig said. Few 
people own automobiles, and hot 
water heaters are practically 
non-existent, he said. 

“I had difficulty everywhere 
in Europe convincing people 
★ ★ ★ 


that I was not wealthy, and 
that I am a machinist by 
trade,” he said. “They found 
it hard to believe that the 
average American family own¬ 
ed a car, had an electric re¬ 
frigerator and other electrical 
appliances, and probably was 
buying a home.” 

Sinzig, who worked at Convair 
Pomona for approximately a year 
before taking the trip, left New 
York May 21 on the Ryndam. 
The countries he visited included 
England, France, Belgium, Hoi 
land, Germany, Luxemburg, Swit 
zerland, Austria and Italy. 

Both Sinzig and his parents 
speak fluent German, and be¬ 
tween the two languages they 
had no difficulty in communi¬ 
cating in any of the countries 
visited. On- the continent they 
did some traveling by train, 
shared expenses for awhile with 
an American couple who had 
brought a car with them, and 
then rented a small European 
car. 

“With gasoline selling at about 
a dollar a gallon, the American 
car soon grew rather expensive. 
The European car, however, was 
far more economical,” he said. 
“And it proved to be the most 
practical means of transporta¬ 
tion. With it, we could go where 
we pleased, stop wherever we 
wanted to, and remain for as long 
as we liked.” 

Although his trip fringed sev¬ 
eral Iron Curtain countries, Sin¬ 
zig was unable to visit any of 
them because of passport restric¬ 
tions. However, he noted that 
people all through Europe ap¬ 
peared to live in constant fear 
that they would be invaded at 
any ’tittle. - :: 10 ] 

Despite the many attractions, 
Sinzig and his parents returned 
home a month ahead of their 
original schedule. They got 
homesick. 

★ ★ ★ 




GOINS UP—Pomona's Eldon Steen (Dept. 27), below, is shown 
with another skier ascending mountain in Chilean Andes last sum¬ 
mer. (If that slope were any steeper they'd need a ladder!) 


What Happened to All the Jeeps of World War Days? 
They Went to Manila, Reports Engineer on Return 

* . . . i i • 1 J 91. L r^/\¥iT7n 1 n* rknATYl D IT! 


Convair’s name is becoming 
better and better known in far 
away places. On that, you have 
the word of Felix Quirino, who 
just got back from there. 

Quirino is back at Convair Fort 
Worth after a vacation of the 
kind you dream about: two and 
one-half months spent in his 
native Philippines and in Japan 
and China. 

“People all over know about 
Convair,” he said. “Even in 
Hong Kong. A fellow asked me 
what type of work I did. I told 
him I was in project systems in¬ 
stallation work at Convair. 

“And I didn’t have to ex¬ 
plain what Convair was. He 
knew—and so did almost 
everyone else I met.” 

'Quirino figures Convair’s name 
gets around largely for two 
reasons: Convair’s increased ad¬ 
vertising of recent years—-and 
the appearance of Convair-Liners 
on airlines all over the world. 

Quirino, who was born in the 
Philippines, went back to visit 
his mother for the first time in 
16 years. 

“If anyone wonders what hap¬ 
pened to the hundreds of thous¬ 
ands of jeeps built during the 
last war,” he commented, “I can 
tell them. They’re in Manila.” 

They speed down the streets by 
the thousands. They’ve even been 
converted for use as junior-type 
buses. 

Quirino made the trip to Ma- 
nila—about 10,000 miles—by air. 
It took him 27 hours. 

“The last time—by boat—it 
took three weeks,” he-recalled. 

“And the airplane has other 
advantages than speed. We were 
heading toward a typhoon, so we 


around it. A ship couldn’t have 
done that. 

“Besides, there’s no way on 
earth to stop the pitch and roll 
of a ship on the sea. But the 
airliner just pulled us out into 
the clear. With a pressurized 
cabin, we were as comfortable as 
sitting in the shade on a nice 
spring day.” 

For a person who has lived at 
Fort Worth since he joined Con¬ 
vair in 1943, there was another 
unusual sight in Manila: rain. 
Tons of it. 

“One day of that rain would 
have lasted Texas a year!” he 
commented. 

In addition to knowing about 


Convair, people in that part of 
the world also know about Texas. 
That’s due to the thousands of 
Texans in the armed forces dur¬ 
ing the war, of course. 

“They must have talked a lot 
about how big Texas is,” he said. 
“Because now if they want to say 
something is really big, they say: 
‘It’s Texas!”’ 

Quirino attended high school 
in Manila, then came to the 
United States. Here he attended 
the University of Minnesota and 
the University of Texas. A 
brother, Carlos, also educated 
here, is private secretary to the 
Philippines’ secretary of com¬ 
merce. 




GOING DOWN—Steen on the way down! Get that angle. 
This slope is so steep there are nets placed at strategic points to 
catch those who m ight stray. ___ 

Convair FW Men Attend School 
On Operation of Turboprops 

field operations attended a series 
of technical training classes at 
the Allison Division of General 
Motors Corporation in Indian¬ 
apolis. They also attended 
classes at the Aeroproducts Divi¬ 
sion of Allison in Dayton. 

During a two-week course, they 
learned about buildup, operation, 
maintenance and overhaul of the 
Allison T-56 turboprop engine 
and the Aeroproducts propeller. 
Both are used on the YC-131Cs 
that were modified at Convair 
Fort Worth. 


Ten Convair Fort Worth de¬ 
velopment department Employees 
went to school last month to 
learn more about turboprop en¬ 
gines. 

The group from development 


nciAuiiig tuvYaiu c* — i , 

just changed our course and went I once head hunters. 


SOUVENIRS—Felix Quirino and daughter "Didi" brought back 
unusual items from recent vacation to Philippines. Didi is wearing 
scarf made in islands. Carved items are made by native tribes, 


New Member Cards 
Issued by Con-Trib 

Distribution of membership 
cards and window stickers to 
some 19,000 members of Con- 
Trib-Club at Convair SD is due 
to start early this month through 
departments, according to J. K. 
Field, Con-Trib committee chair¬ 
man. 

“These items indicate an em¬ 
ployee is a member of the Con- 
Trib-Club for 1955 and has con¬ 
tributed toward local charities,” 
Field said. “The window stick¬ 
ers should be displayed at home 
and local agencies have indicated 
they will cooperate in honoring 
them during door-to-door solicita¬ 
tions.” 

Employees who are members 
of Con-Trib-Club and who have 
not received their cards and 
| stickers by Dec: 15 are asked to 
| contact their department clerks. 


Those who attended were: F. 
T. Williams, G. W. Stevens, L. A. 
Searcy, H. C. Crabb, H. E. Wake- 
man, P. M. Freudiger, W. H. 
Sanders, R. Q. Jackson, C. G. 
Griffith, C. W. Hotman. 


Sally Linsner Weds 
Bob Herrmann at SD 

An all-Convair San Diego wed¬ 
ding took place in Yuma, Ariz., 
Nov. 5, when the former Sally 
Linsner of Dept. 11 and Bob 
Herrmann of the SD photo¬ 
graphic laboratory were married. 

They are back in San Diego 
after a short wedding trip in the 
Imperial Valley. 
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MASTER—Learning how from one who knows are Jim Hendry, 
left, and Stan Orrick, right. The one who knows is Dr. A. D. Ben- 
susan, center, who spoke to CRA Camera group recently. 

Dr. Bensusan Tells CRA Group 
To 'Keep Photography Simple' 

Dr. A. D. Bensusan believes in “keeping it simple.” 

That was what he told CRA camera activity members ___ __ 

and Fort Worth camera fans who gathered to hear him stamps "from the Columbia" Ex¬ 
speak last month. [position of 1893. Mounted with 

Noted photographer, author and lecturer, Dr. Bensusan the commemorative stamps were 


CRA Philatelists 
Hold Biggest 
Exhibit of Year 

Fort Worth stamp collectors 
flocked to the CRA Center Nov. 
21 to make the CRA stamp and 
coin clul^s exhibit one of the 
biggest to date. 

Approximately 175 attended the 
exhibit between 2 and 8 p.m. 

They saw plenty of stamps too. 
Thirty-nine subjects were entered 
for a total of 49 frames. There 
are eight pages of stamps to a 
frame.* 

Charles Hinckley took first 
prize in the senior foreign di¬ 
vision. Jack Frost and Gene Fouts 
were second and third. 

In the United States classifi¬ 
cation, Pete Covert won top 
honors and J. D. White, stamp 
and coin commissioner, was sec¬ 
ond. Hinckley was in third place. 

Gene Fouts won top place with 
his cover exhibit and Frost and 
Hinckley were in second and third 
place respectively. 

Paul Stogsdill took first place 
in the junior division with Leslie 
Robinson, second, and Dick Rob¬ 
inson, third. 

Covert's exhibit was named 
most popular of the show. He had 


spoke on “Photogenic Africa: 
Land of Contrasts.” 

And actually, Dr. Bensusan's 
work is full of contrasts. He 
showed his audience many of his 
landscapes complete with vast 
skies and white clouds. 

In these landscapes, he does 
not follow the rules of photo¬ 
graphy. He decides what he 
wants, takes the picture; then 
prints it to his liking. 

The printing process often in¬ 
volves “touching up” certain areas 
or darkening them. He retouches 
his pictures for contrast and 
eye-appeal. 

But in his medical photography, 


a light meter or tripod. He uses 
a Bush 4 by 5 camera. 

Arrangements for Dr. Ben¬ 
susan's address were handled by 
Stan Orrick, commissioner, and 
Jim Hendry, program chairman, 
through the Photographic Society 
of America. 


New Survey 
Set Tor Riders 


Need a ride? 

Or a rider? 

Then let your wishes be known 
Dr. Bensusan definitely follows next week when timekeepers make 
the rules of photography. His 
pictures are straight subject mat¬ 
ter—unretouched. 

Dr. Bensusan believes that 
American photographers use too 
many gadgets when they take 
pictures. He seldom uses either 


'Bad Luck Play 
One of Best 

“Autumn Garden” seems to be 
Wing and Masque's bad luck play. 
The streak started when di¬ 


a plant-wide survey. 

Tab cards will be handed to 
each employee. If your car can 
carry more riders, please say so 
on the card. 

The cards then go to employee 
services section of the Personnel 
Department. Employees looking 
for rides thumb the cards to find 
drivers going and coming from 
their part of town. 


Convair Takes Bell 
On Bowling Lanes 

A group of five Convair Fort 


tickets used at the exposition. 
Mrs. L. J. Robinson 


of 


Wolford took home a box 
candy as the door prize. 

Mrs. Gene Fouts guessed the 
amount of stamps in a fish bowl 
as 4,123 and took all of them 
home. The actual number was 
4,141, but Mrs. Fouts' guess was 
the closest. 

Judges for the exhibit were: 
Dr. L. A. Bernhardi, Sam E. 
Banks and Charles W. Brock, all 
of Fort Worth. 

White invited anyone interested 
in stamp or coin collecting to 
join the group meeting at the 
CRA Center the first and third 
Tuesdays of every month. 


Gift Exchange 
Will Be Open 

Convair's Christmas gift ex¬ 
change will be open again this 
year. 

It'll be run by the industrial 
security department in the de¬ 
partment's building on Grant's 
Lane. | The CRA Center will have a 

I. B. Hale, manager, reminded ! “Christmas look” this year when 
employees that national security Convair Fort Worth departments 


READING—Going over their lines for forthcoming TWC pro¬ 
duction are Larry Morris and Charles Morris, sons of Everett and 
Murrel Morris. Chesley York, of engineering, plays the title role of 
MacBeth. 

Big Undertaking Work of TWC as 
Four from Convair Act in 'MacBeth' 


Chesley York, engineering writer at Convair Fort Worth, 
prize for bringing the moTvis- wiU und ! rta ¥ one of the biggest jobs of his drama career 

itois to the show and Sandia jj e s t ars as MacBeth in the Texas Wesleyan College 

production of one of Shakespeare's best known plays, 
“MacBeth.” , —r- 


York had experience in Shake-1 difficult plays the TWC group 
spearean productions during two has undertaken. Directed by John 
years of drama study at Louisi-1 Edwards, chairman of the speech 
ana State University. He has also | department at TWC, the play is 
appeared in several CRA Wing ! slated for three performances— 


and Masque plays. 

Charles and Larry Morris, sons 
of Everett and Murrel Morris, 
will also have roles in the spec¬ 
tacular production. 

Larry, in his first play, por¬ 
trays Fleance, son of Banquo. 
Charles is Young MacDuff in 
his second Shakespearian role. 
Last year he appeared in a pro¬ 
duction of “Midsummer's Night 
Dream.” 

Charles McCally, husband of 
Regina McCally, Dept. 11, also 
has a leading role in the play. 
He takes the part of MacDuff. 

“MacBeth” is one of the most 


Dec. 2, 3 and 4. 

Cineramic scenery will be used 
as well as elaborate costuming. 

“We hope that 'MacBeth' will 
be a big thing in Fort Worth 
this year,” said Edwards. “The 
cast has put a great deal of time 
in on rehearsals. We feel we've 
got a topnotch performance lined 
up. 

“We'd like to see a large group 
from Convair attend the per¬ 
formances.” 

Tickets will be on sale at the 
TWC Fine Arts Auditorium. They 
are 90 cents for adults and 50 
cents for children. 


Holiday Look Slated 
For CRA Center Soon 


Camera Fans 
Exhibit Honors 


rector Everett Morris had trouble Worth bowlers barely nosed out j regulations make it impossible to ; hold their annual Christmas par- 


casting the play. He ended up 
playing one of the roles—plus 
directing. 

Then opening night, A1 Baker 
added to the jinx. Rounding the 
corner at University Drive and 
Park Hill Terrace, Baker's car 
and another collided. 

But, unnerved as he must have 
been, the show went on. 

As if that weren't enough, 
Friday and Saturday's perform¬ 
ances were cancelled. 

Mrs. Pauline Forney, playing 
the part of Baker's mother, was 
ill. 

This was the first time in Wing 
and Masque's history a play had 
been postponed. 

But in true theatre form, the 
show went on last weekend. 

And, incidentally, the cast 
turned out one of the most polish¬ 
ed performances seen on a Wing 
and Masque stage.—S.A. 


a group of bowlers from 
Aircraft recently. 

The five Convair engineers j “We're required either to in- 
chalked up a 2,733 score against spect what's inside—or stop them 


Bell | bring wrapped packages into the | ties. 

plant. | Wendell Eldred, CRA bridge 

commissioner, heads the commit- 


the Bell 2,676 score. 

Johnny Harpstrite's 586 cinched 


from coming in,” he explained. 

That's the reason for the gift \ day spirit. 

On his committee 


the series for the Convair group. 1 exchange. An employee who wants 
Other scores were Weldon Dyer, to bring a gift for a friend takes 
574; Tom Lance, 526; Hal Lowes, it to the exchange. A guard there 
524; and Bill Johnson, 523. j gives him a ticket. He gives the 

Bell bowlers were Jack Parke, | ticket to his friend. And the 
653; Joe Foti, 559; Bill Olewinski, friend uses the ticket to pick up 
503; Ben Stobnicki, 493; and Paul i the package. All without it hav- 
Conlin, 468. | ing been inside the plant proper. 


CRA Camera fans are chalking 
up their fair share of fame. 

During recent exhibition in two 
salons, the CRA exhibit won two 
fourth prizes. 

One exhibit was the South 
Texas State Fair in Beaumont. 
The other was Gulf State Camera 
| Council First Annual Salon in 
are: L. S. j Baton Rouge, La. 

Orrick, camera commissioner; R. i In the Beaumont show, six 
J. Heist, model airplane commis-; black and white prints were on 
sioner; Roger Bock, model rail- exhibit.’ Ten were shown in the 
road commissioner; Larry Brand- Baton Rouge Salon. 


tee of commissioners who will 
decorate the center in the holi- 


vig, radio commissioner and J. D. 
White, stamp and coin commis¬ 
sioner. 


Christmas Party 
Set for Dec. 17 

Convair will give its annual 
Christmas Party for supervision 
and members of the Convair Man¬ 
agement Club Dec. 17 at the 
Casino. 

Mr. and Mrs. August C. Esen- 
wein will host the annual affair. 

Curley Broyles and his orches¬ 
tra will provide music from 8 
p.m. to midnight. 

Invitations will be mailed next 
week. 


CRA Activities.Fun for All! 


Fort Worth 


ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—Kenneth Browne, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2131. Regular play 7-10 
p.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, W. C. 
Stripling Jr. High. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday. CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, 
LO-2^oy. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. CI-63323. Season play each 
Tues. and Wed. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. Play each Friday, CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES — 
J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 4283. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, col. 
71 -R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 


GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. Skating every night ice 
is in coliseum. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE— R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Roger Bock, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 7107. Regular meeting 
every .. onday, 7:30 p.m. CKA Center 

MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Dec. 1, 8, 15, meeting and 
code and theory class, 8 p.m. CRA Center. 

ROPING—Jimmy 'Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA of¬ 
fice, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING — Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tues¬ 
days at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 


sioner, ext. 5141. Regular play Dec. 3, 
Central YMCA; Dec. 5, 12, 14 CRA Cen- 


commissioner. 


ter. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradlev. 
ext 7203. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. each 
Monday, Ernest Parker Jr. High, 
ton. rommi.-.$i<*nr , r. ext 3238. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—1. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 
Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonheim, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 380. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS-—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
ext. 377. 


“We're quite pleased to receive 
the awards,” said Stan Orrick, 
CRA camera commissioner. 
“We’re always looking for chance 
to exhibit our prints in inter¬ 
club competition.” 

That was one of the reasons 
Orrick urged all camera activity 
members to enter the year's last 
quarterly contest slated for Dec. 
13. 

Entries will be accepted in 
Black and white and color slides. 
Subject matter is unrestricted. 

All entries will be accepted 
the night of the meeting and 
judged at that time. 

Orrick also reported that the 
officers for the last six months 
have had their terms extended 
for another six months. 

Officers are Miles Rogers, 
chairman, Jim Hendry, program 
chairman, and Winifred Seaman, 
publicity chairman. 


Looking for Dope 
on Christmas Party? 


You’ll find it 
on Page One ... 
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Dept. 24-1 Team 
Wins Top Spot in 
Turkey Tourney 


The Dept. 24-1 nine came out 
on top place last month in the 
annual CRA pre-Thanksgiving 
basketball tournament. 

Managed by'T. W. Moore, the 
fast playing group trounced the 
Dept. 48 team 71 to 34 in the final 
game. 

They scored 71, 81 and 89 
points in their three games for 
the tourney top place. 

High scorer was Ralph Murphy 
who racked up 71 points in the 
three games for top man. Tour¬ 
ney officials picked him as out¬ 
standing player of the two-day 
event. 

Dick Cozad and Ray Cooper, 
both with 54 points, were runners- 
up for their fine ball handling 
and all round team play. 

Seven teams that participated 
were: Engineering, Aerodynam- 
TENSE MOMENT—It was a fast game for Dept. 24-1 against the ics, Tech Reps, Dept. 27-4, Test 
Tech Reps. Shown here .are: L. T. Kirk, D. B. Siftord, D. W. Perkins, Lab, Second Shift, and the Dept. 
J. W. McCuen, C. W. Milne, Harry Dossin and J. W. Sledge. 24-1 team. 

The games were played Nov. 
19 and 20 at Brewer High School 
in White Settlement. 

Ed Tucknies, CRA basketball 
commissioner, presented turkeys 
and fruit cakes to the winners. 


Basketball Season to Get Official 
Opening Dec. 6 at Stripling Jr. Hi 

Basketball season will open officially Dec. 7 when the 
Convair League plays its opener at W. C. Stripling Junior 
High. 

Tech Reps will take on the Dept. 27-4 team in the first 
half and Dept. 48 and Test Lab will battle it out in the 
second half. 


On Dec. 14, Test Lab will play 
Dept. 27-4 and Dept. 48 will play 
Tech Reps. ~' r : 

The CRA League will open its 
league play with two games at 
Evans Recreation on Dec. 8. 
Dept. 27-1 will take on Engineer¬ 
ing and Dept. 28-1 will take on 
Dept. 24-1. 

Aerodynamics will play Dept. 
24-1 on Dec. 15 in the first half, 
and Dept. 27-1 will play Dept. 
28-1 in the second half. 

Team captains for the CRA 
League are: Dept. 28-1, Bill Bier- 
wirth; Dept. 24-1, T. H. Moore; 


Engineering, C. Postock; Aero¬ 
dynamics, Bob Stancil; and Dept. 
27-1, A. C. Hicks. 

Convair League captains are: 
Dept. 27-4, J. L. Townley; Dept. 
48, Weldon Peacock; Test Lab, 
L. W. Crawford; and C. W. Milne, 
Tech Reps. 

Ed Tucknies, CRA basketball 
commissioner, invited any Con¬ 
vair employee interested in play¬ 
ing with these teams to call the 
CRA office, ext. 5141, or come 
out to the gyms on Tuesday or 
Wednesday night. 


Peggy Lance 
Is Second 

Peggy Lance came home from 
Houston last month with another 
trophy to add to her collection. 

The trophy was from the Gulf 
Coast Table Tennis Open which 
was held in Houston Nov. 13 and 
14. 

She won the runner-up spot in 
a hard-fought match for women’s 
singles title. She was defeated 
by veteran Margie Wilcox of San 
Antonio. 

In the men’s doubles bracket, 
Charlie Schneider and Jim Burton 
were nosed out in the fipals by 
Mort Finklestein and Bill Rankin 
of Oklahoma City. 

Participating from the CRA 
table tennis activity were: 

Jim Collin, Louie Lancer, Dave 
Clutterham, Dub Ballew, Roy 
Turpin, Jay Norman, C. E. Calla¬ 
way, Carolyn Norman, Loretta 
McNeil, Wanda Gage, Frankie 
Berry, Lydia Norman and table 
tennis commissioner John Rangel. 


NEW FIELD—Although John Jay Hopkins, president of General 
Dynamics Corporation, is more frequently associated in sports with 
the game of golf, here is proof of another field. He is pictured 
with his catch, a black marlin. 


Biggest Bowling Tournament 
Scheduled for Dec. 4, 5,11,12 

Saturday's the day for Convair Fort Worth's biggest 
bowling tournament of the year—the first annual Bell- 
Convair tourney and CRA Fifth Annual Bowling Tourney. 

This is the first year Convair and Bell have bowled in 
touxney competition. A total of $1,500 in prize money will 

go to the winners. i- 

August C. Esenwein, Convair Convair winners in each class. 
Fort Worth manager, and Harvey ; Bell and Convair bowlers will 
Gaylord, vice president of Bell, compete equally for prizes. A 
Fort Worth, will officially open floating trophy will go to the 
the tournament on Dec. 4. j begt Clags A team from Bell or 

Bowling dates in addition to p OTlva i r 
Saturday, are Dec. 5, 11 and 12. ’ , ... 

The place is Tavener's Playdium. Both men and women Wl11 use 
Entries to date total 85 teams— ; highest Convair league average 
a total of 425 keglers. In addition : as of Nov. 6, 1954 with a mini- 
to this, 350 bowlers will compete mum of 15 games in one league. 


in the doubles and singles event. 

Keglers will vie for $1,500 in 
the Bell-Convair tourney. First 
place winners will be awarded an 
additional $400. 

Trophies will go to Convair 
winners in each class and to Bell- 


Ten Take Turkeys 
For Top Bowling 

It was turkey night for Guys 
and Gals Bowlers on Nov. 17. 

And 10 lucky bowlers walked 
off with Thanksgiving dinner un¬ 
der their arms. 

High bowlers for the women 
were Wanda Pearson, Dorothy 
Cook, Helen B u s h e 11, Verna 
Grimsley and Rosalie Wenzel. 

The men who “brought home 
the turkey” were John Phenix, 
president of the league, Dale 
Spencer, Marvin Spaugh, Nick 
McBride and Tom Panis. 

Their handicap scores were: 
Mrs. Pearson, 656; Mrs. Cook, 
641; Mrs. Bushell, 619; Mrs. 
Grimsley, 623; Mrs. Wenzel, 624; 
Phenix, 701; Spencer, 693; 
Spaugh, 675; McBride, 703; Panis, 
647. 

Scores were based on a three 
game series using handicap scores. 

The Guys and Gals League 
bowls every Wednesday night at 
B & R Bowlanes. 


J. W. Johnson is tournament 
manager. Ellen Mitchella is wo¬ 
men’s division secretary. Others 
helping out on the tourney are 
Harvey Starkey, CRA bowling 
commissioner, Jack Parke, Harry 
and Pauline Carlberg and Char¬ 
lene Kelly. 


Plenty of Ice Available 
For Convair FW Skaters 

There’s ice tonight! 

For the first time in several 
weeks, there’s ice in Will Rogers 
Coliseum. That means that Con¬ 
vair families can skate to their 
heart’s content. 

Any employees who don’t have 
tickets for the evening skating 
sessions can pick them up at the 
CRA office. Price is a mere $1— 
for the whole season. 


CRA Asks Help 
On Equipment 

Help! 

Convair Fort Worth CRA needs 
your help! 

Got any washers, washer 
boards, checkers, chess sets, dom¬ 
inoes, horseshoes, horseshoe 
boards, ping pong table, ping 
pong balls, ping pong nets or ping 
pong paddles around? 

Well if you do arid you’re not 
using them, CRA needs them. 

There’s a shortage in these 
items right now and CRA would 
like to cut down expenses. That 
means there’s no need to order 
more, if there are plenty around— 
that aren’t in use. 

If you have any extra recrea¬ 
tion equipment in your area, CRA 
would appreciate finding out 
about it. 

You can return it to CRA of¬ 
fice or call them at ext. 5141 and 
they’ll come pick it up. 


TURKEY TIME—1+ was turkey time for many bowling leagues last month. Here C. J. Hall, CRA 


7 

business manager, presents turkey to John Phenix, 
ficers look on. 
publicity. 


|er, presents turkey to John Phenix, president of Guys and Gals league, as other of- 
Back row, Pat Kermode, secretary; John Mclnerney, vice president and Frankie Gowdy, 


Volleyball Players 
Meet Monday Nights 

A large group from Convair 
Fort Worth play volleyball every 
Monday night at Ernest Parker 
Junior High. 

H. L. Shaw, volleyball com¬ 
missioner, invited all Convair 
employees to join the group play¬ 
ing from 7 to 9:30 p.m. each 
Monday. 
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FIRING AT SEA—This is USS Norton Sound in photo taken some years ago during firing of a 
"Loon." Navy vessel is one used extensively for test firings of Terrier missile built by Convair. 


Convair Missile 'Terrier' 
Stars in Defense Role 
During Fleet Exercise 


Convair’s supersonic guided missile Terrier, the Navy's 
newest anti-aircraft weapon, has been successfully used 
during an Atlantic Fleet exercise, the Navy revealed last 
month. 

It was employed in the air’ defense phase of the fleet 
exercise and was fired from the converted battleship USS 


Mississippi. 

Designed to intercept aircraft 
at much longer ranges and high¬ 
er altitudes than conventional 
anti-aircraft weapons and under 
any conditions of visibility, the 
Terrier is the result of a develop¬ 
ment program begun in 1945. 
Production is in the hands of 
Convair at Pomona. It is the 
first operational missile to result 
from the Navy’s “Bumblebee” 
program conducted under the 
technical direction of the Applied 
Physics Laboratory, The Johns 
Hopkins University, in which 
Convair’s Daingerfield Division 
played an important role. 

The service model of Terrier 
was first fired at sea early in 


J953. Extensive firings have 
been conducted since then to 
explore its capabilities. In ad¬ 
dition to the Mississippi, the 
USS Norton Sound, a converted 
seaplane tender, has been used 
for testing at sea. 

Because of the high percentage 
of successful flights in the Ter¬ 
rier’s test program, .almost all 
launchings against target drone 
aircraft have been made with 
dummy missiles that do not carry 
explosive warheads, the Navy 
said. Even without warheads, 
the Terrier has smashed several 
targets by direct collision. In 
normal practice, the dummy sig¬ 
nals a “kill” by releasing a puff 
of smoke near the target plane. 





Second YC-131C Leaves 
FW For AF Flight Test 


A period of turboprop development and flight at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth ended last month. 

On Nov. 18 an Air Force crew from Edwards AFB 
flew away the second YC-131C. This marks the com¬ 
pletion of slightly more than a year of specialized work. 

The YC-131C is the Air Force's ,, .. , 1Q1 

Last September the first 131 

was flown by Capt. J. P. Siegler 
to Edwards AFB for more ex¬ 
tensive testing. 

In the meantime, Capt. C. J. 
Gandy, also from Edwards AFB, 
was putting the second YC-131C 
through propeller vibration tests 
at Fort Worth. 

Capt. Gandy and his crew did 
all the flying while Convair de¬ 
velopment crews maintained the 
plane. 

The tests wound up Nov. 4, the 
same day the Allison Turboliner 
arrived at Convair for a series 
of demonstration flights. Two 
weeks later, Gus Messick, AF 
quality control, handed the plane 
over to Capt. Gandy. Crew mem¬ 
bers were Capt. Siegler and Mas¬ 
ter Sgt. T. B. Ackrill, flight 
engineer. 


first twin-engine military turbo¬ 
prop transport. This wasn’t the 
first turboprop accomplishment 
for Convair, though. 

In 1945 the XP-81, Air Force 
fighter, first took to the air. 
Convair pioneered in turboprop 
flight with that plane. 

Later Convair San Diego built 
the nation’s first turboprop 
transport, the Allison Turboliner, 
which has been flying since 
1950. This was a modified Con¬ 
vair 240. 

Late last year two San Diego 
built 340s arrived in Fort Worth 
where development department 
crews started the job of modify¬ 
ing the engine nacelles to house 
the new and powerful Allison 
YT-56 turboprop engines. 

Months later the first YC-131C 
rolled out of the development 
hangar and was accepted in de¬ 
velopment field operations. 

At 6:16 p.m. on May 20, the 
plane glided along the runway 
and quietly swept into the skies 
for the second “maiden flight” of 
its career. Pilot was B. A. Erick¬ 
son. Larry Brandvig was co-pilot, 
J. D. McEachern, flight engineer, 
and Charlie Harrison and A. G. 
Mitchell, flight test engineers. 

Next came a series of tests. 
During one flight, the plane 
climbed to 39,000 feet. Rate of 
climb was 3,000 feet per minute. 
Throughout flight testing, both 
planes more than proved their 
worth. 

Said Erickson— 

“The YC-131C has fulfilled all 
our expectations. Performance 
is excellent. The plane is easy 
to fly. We’ve really got some¬ 
thing here.” 


GUESTS—Fort Worth-Dallas SAE members had treat at recent meeting. Speakers shown here are 
O. F, Oldendorph of Convair XFY-1 project office; J. F. (Skeets) Coleman, VTO pilot; and Jim Bur- 
ridge, chief engineer on Glenn L. Martin Co.'s "Matador." They are shown with B. G. Reed, assist¬ 
ant division manager at Convair Fort Worth, discussing VTO plane. 


Texas Gets Word on XFY-1 Flights 
And Gives Word on B-58 Progress 


J. F. (Skeets) Coleman bridged 
the distance between Convair San 
Diego and Convair Fort Worth 
last month to give Texas engi¬ 
neers a better idea of one of Con- 
vair’s newest planes, the XFY-1. 


WORK OVER—Smiling Dept. 64 crew wound up maintenance 
work on the YC-I3IC when an Air Force crew flew tne plane away. 
Shown are: O. L. Huchingson, C. W, Collins, H. C, Crabb, R. R. 
Metcalf, C. W. Hotman, J. B. Brazier, O. Z, M, Coon, M. Reasoner, 
O. T. Hale and J. R, Hale, 


for 


TURBOPROPS—The Air Force's YC-I3IC and Allison's Turboliner got together recently 
Fred Carlile, photo lab supervisor at Convair Fort Worth. Result is unusual in-flight shot of two 
Convair-built turboprop planes. 


Coleman, pilot of the vertical 
take off fighter, was guest 
speaker at a meeting of the So¬ 
ciety of Automotive Engineers in 
Fort Worth. With him was O. F. 
Oldendorph, senior design engi¬ 
neer in the XFY-1 project office. 

Both Oldendorph and Coleman 
gave highlights of the develop¬ 
ment program and told of flights 
of the revolutionary VTO. 

Coleman stopped the show 
when asked how accurately he 
could land the plane. 

“I could back it down on the 
tops of four barrels,” Coleman 
told the group. 

The next 'day Coleman got a 
look at a plane that is a far cry 
from* the VTO—the B-58 super¬ 
sonic bomber. 

On'his first trip to the Fort 
Worth plant, Coleman made an 
extensive tour of the B-58 area. 

As a pilot, his first interest 
was in the pilot’s area. He climb 
ed into the plane and got a good 
look at the controls. He was 
especially interested in the roomi¬ 
ness of the pilot’s seat, the com¬ 
fort of SACseat and the lack of 
complicated controls. 

“It looks as though it’s going 
to be an easy plane to fly,” said 
Coleman, “and one designed and 
engineered for superior perform¬ 
ance.” 

While in Fort Worth, Coleman 
visited with his brother, Dr. 
Thomas J. Coleman, a Fort Worth 
resident. 


McNarney on Board 
Of Goodwill Industries 

Joseph T. McNarney, Convair 
president, has been named to the 
national board of directors of 
Goodwill Industries of America, 
Richard Nelson, national presi¬ 
dent of the organization, an¬ 
nounced. 

“We are extremely delighted to 
add a man of General McNar- 
ney’s background and national re¬ 
putation to our board of directors 
for we know that he represents 
the forward-thinking type of 
American business executives 
who have learned that ‘it’s good 
business to hire the handicap¬ 
ped,’ ” Nelson said. 


SD Tool Planner Wins 
Air Magazine Award 

David Merritt, a Convair SD 
tool planner, last month received 
a $100 check for placing third in 
a design contest sponsored by 
Aero Digest magazine. 

Merritt designed a plastic 
washer which makes it safer to 
place rivets in wing fuel tanks 
and other parts of an airplane. 

His award was presented by 
A. P. Higgins, Plant 2 works 
manager, on behalf of the maga¬ 
zine. 


Taylor Speaker for 
Auditors at Dallas 

H. Ransom Taylor, director of 
auditing for Convair, was guest 
speaker at a meeting of the Dal¬ 
las chapter, Institute of Internal 
Auditors recently. 

Taylor, formerly at Convair 
Fort Worth, spoke on “Follow-up 
for Action on Internal Audits 
Reports.” Taylor left Fort Worth 
in 1943 to join Convair General 
1 Office in San Diego. 


=& 




“Shorty ig up there to dot the 
eyes.” 
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SMASH—Coming right through to you are Lucille Ash and Sully Kothman, top amateur stars 
who appear in the CRA Ice Show opening tomorrow—Dec. 16. 


Today's the Day 
To Take Extra 
Driving Caution 

“A three year old girl was 
killed when she was run over 
by a bus . . . after being thrown 
from her father’s car in a col¬ 
lision in the fog . . .” 

“A junior high school boy 
was fatally injured when 
struck by a car while walking 
home from school . . 

“Separate but almost simul¬ 
taneous car crashes killed two 
persons in Houston . . .” 

These reports are from news¬ 
papers. All are true. And 
they’re all a result of careless¬ 
ness. A fatal kind of careless¬ 
ness. 

That’s the way we killed 38,- 
300 people last year. That’s 
why 1,350,000 people were in¬ 
jured. 

When you sit behind the 
wheel of a car, you hold the 
power of life or death. When 
you become a pedestrian you 
can either be an accident or 
cause an accident. Unless 
you’re.sC&s&ful. 

Today—Dec. 15—is S-D Day. 
S-D Day means safe driving 
day. It’s a nationwide cam¬ 
paign to be free of accidents 
for at least one day. 

Convair drivers make up a 
large percentage of Fort Worth 
drivers. Even in the hours after 
work today you can make sure 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Toys For 2,000 Children 
Ready For Distribution 
Thanks to FW 'Fix-a-Toy' 

Industry with a heart . . . 

That’s Convair Fort Worth this year. And why? Be¬ 
cause thousands of employees have spent thousands of 
hours—their spare time—making old toys like new. 

That means about 2,000 chil¬ 
dren will know what it’s like to 
have toys like other children. Two 
thousand children who otherwise 
wouldn’t know. 

Those 2,000 children will have 
a Christmas because children of 


FW Management Club 
Vice President Elect, 

J. E. McBride, Is Dead 

J. E. McBride, tool service 
foreman at Convair Fort Worth, 
died in his home Dec. 2 after suf¬ 
fering a heart attack. 

McBride had worked on second 
shift Dec. 1. He was 39. 

Only a few days before, Mc¬ 
Bride had been elected second 
shift vice president of the Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth Management 
Club. He was to take office early 
in January. 

He is survived by his wife, 
mother, eight brothers and one 
sister. 

His family wished to thank all 
Convair employees and friends 
for the many kindnesses extended 
to them in their loss. 


Convair FW Bests 1945 Mark 
For New Record for Safety 

Fifty-one days and 7,061,755 
manhours add up to Convair Fort 
Worth’s best safety record. 

These safety figures were rack¬ 
ed up from Sept. 29 to Nov. 19. 

They set a new record in time as 
well as manhours. 

(And the record almost equals 
the Convair San Diego record of 
7,694,532, as reported in Con- 
vairiety of Sept. 22.) 


The Fort Worth record beats 
the former one by 12 days and 
two and a half million manhours. 
That was set in 1945. 

“Congratulations to both em¬ 
ployees and supervision,” said 
Fred Temple, safety engineering 
supervisor. “Now let’s get busy 
and set a new—and better record. 

“The record is fine—but the 
lack of injury to Convair employ¬ 
ees is the really important part.” 


(Pictures on Page 5) 


Convair Fort Worth employees 
unselfishly gave up their own 
toys for them. 

And Convair employees—man 
and woman—spent hours fixing 
bicycle tires, painting little red 
wagons, dressing dolls so these 
needy children might be a little 
happier this Christmas. 

Convair employees have turned 
the old toys into more than 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Skaters Await 
Curtain Time 
For Ice Show 

Tomorrow’s the big day! 

It’s the opening for CRA’s Ice Show and Christmas 
Party for all employees. Dec. 16 opens the show at Will 
Rogers Coliseum. Other performances are slated for Dec. 
17, 18, 19 and 20 with a Sunday matinee. 

and Sully Koth- 


Lucille Ash and Sully 
man, top amateur stars, will be 
on hand again this year to de¬ 
light the audience with their 
smooth performances on ice. 

Jane Zeiser, well known local 
skater, will direct the fifth an¬ 
nual show. She’ll also skate in a 
specialty number with Butch 
Wilson. 

The program features a list of 
18 numbers designed especially 
to please Convair Fort Worth 
families. 

Glenn Carter and the CRA or¬ 
chestra will provide the music 
throughout the program. Jerry 
Hahn, local radio announcer, will 
narrate and announce. 

“This show looks as though it’s 
going to be the biggest yet,” said 
Hank Wendorf, CRA president. 
“Everyone’s been working hard 
to make things letter perfect.” 

About 20,000 tickets have been 
distributed. They went to Con¬ 
vair families, to about 1,250 Con¬ 
vair people on layoff status and 
to about 200 in “Dept. 99.” 

Each ticket is good for all mem¬ 
bers of the family, according to 
F. F. Gignilliat, in charge of 
ticket distribution. 

Jim Shackelford, CRA riding 
and roping commissioner, is in 
charge of the show, assisted by 
Ed Tucknies, basketball commis¬ 
sioner, and I. B. Hale, weight 
lifting commissioner. 

Jerry Olsen and his crew will 
do the decorations on the ice and 
Jack Brittain will be in charge of 
all other decorations. 

Bill Parrish and Johnie Her¬ 
bert will provide the program il¬ 
lustrations and Charlene Kelly 
will arrange for ushers. Fred Car- 
lile is in charge of photography. 

Wendorf announced this week 
that because of limited funds no 
toys would be given. 



MERRY CHRISTMAS—Here are a few of the 10,000 toys 
readied for children through efforts of "Fix-a-Toy" this year. A 
tremendous undertaking that becomes more and more successful 
every year. 


Convair Studies 
Plans for New 
Airline Planes 

Plans for a turboprop com¬ 
mercial transport are devel¬ 
oping at Convair San Diego 
but will not interfere with 
continued manufacture o f 
the model 340, Convair an¬ 
nounced last week. 

In fact, an improved model 
340, incorporating many new fea¬ 
tures developed during a year and 
a half of intensive engineering 
research, is being offered to cus¬ 
tomers, J. G. Zevely, Convair di¬ 
rector of contracts and sales, re¬ 
vealed. 

Also, military production of 
the model 340 versions continues 
at an accelerated rate and de¬ 
liveries are scheduled well into 
1956. 

Regarding turboprop possibili¬ 
ties, company announcements 
were guarded and included refer¬ 
ences to the Convair-Liner’s un¬ 
paralleled record of safety, de¬ 
pendability and economy of opera¬ 
tion. 

“The company will not com¬ 
promise on those standards in 
its follow-on transport,” a 
spokesman commented. “Con¬ 
vair pioneered the application 
of turboprop engines to aircraft 
as far back as 1945, has held 
leadership ever since, and in¬ 
tends to maintain that leader¬ 
ship.” 

There was an inference that 
turboprop development in the 
commercial field would depend in 
large part on the availability of 
quality engines. 

It has* been clear for a long 
time that Convair considers turbo¬ 
prop powered transports as a 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Directors Meet 
At Convair FW 

The board of directors of Gen¬ 
eral Dynamics Corporation went 
to Convair Fort Worth last month 
for their regular November board 
meeting. 

John Jay Hopkins, president of 
the board, presided at the session 
Nov. 29. 

Attending were: Frank Pace, 
O. Pomeroy Robinson Jr., Richard 
C. Patterson Jr., Henry M. Marx, 
Lambert J. Gross, Roger I. Har¬ 
ris, Donald N. McDonnell, Gordon 
Dean, George W. Codrington. 

J. Geoffrey Notman, Lawrence 
B. Richardson, T. Rodgie Mc- 
Lagan, Clifton M. Miller, La 
Motte T. Cohu, I. M. Laddon, J. V. 
Naish and Gen. Joseph T. Mc- 
Narney, president of Convair. 

During their stay in Fort 
Worth, they were entertained at 
a dinner at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert F. Windfohr, also a 
member of the board. 
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ChMeJ 

Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are 
due during the period Dec. 1 through 
Dec. 15: 

Fifteen-year: Dept. 31, O. J. Olsen. 
Ten-year: Dept. 4, U. S. McGee; Dept. 
6, E. L, Davis; Dept. 7, C. B. Clark; 
Dept. 9,, P. R. Hill; Dept. 14, A. H. 
Noble; Dept. 20, R. M. Kidwell. 

Dept. 22, W. O. Clark, L. F. Phipps; 
Dept. 25, C. Sloan; Dept. 27, E. P. Mc¬ 
Daniel ; Dept. 31, H. W. Klein ; Dept. 
40, C. L. Gibson, R. Thompson, W. C. 
Voyles. „ 

Dept. 48, L. U. Graff; Dept. 62, E. 
E. Newman ; Dept. 65, R. E. Pursley ; 
Dept. 75, R. L. Valkman; Dept. 76, B. 



☆ ☆ 

O. J. Olsen of 
Convair Fort 
Worth who re¬ 
cently received his 
15-year pin. 

☆ ☆ 


D. Foree ; Dept. 91, S. F. Harper, W. 
S. Townsend Jr. ; Dept. 93, H. Coula- 
ton, W. T. Harwell, R. H. Leach ; Dept. 
94, R. I. Black, E. L. Pruitt; Dept. 96, 
J. B. Smith, H. U. Umphress. 

Five-year: Dept. 4, E. G. Carpenter, 
D. E. Clever; Dept. 6, J. F. Blair Jr., 
C. R. Cearley, B. B. Peterman, L. 
Schreiber, H. R. Tomlinson; Dept. 9, 
H. J. Blake Jr., J. R. McCrea, E. L. 

Manns. 

Dept. 10, J. C. Dickey Jr. ; Dept. 11, 
M. I. Alton, S. C. Dean, B. H. Jen¬ 

kins, T. J. Sullivan; Dept. 14, N. J. 
Jackson; Dept. 15, J. A. Elmore, J. F. 
Garrison. 

Dept. 20, M. E. Hardee, J. S. James, 
J. D. Roberts, J. E. VonHeuvel ; Dept. 
22, W. S. Bernhard, D. O. Clair, E. W. 
Carlson, T. E. Edwards, W. G. Franks, 
M. T. Gray, B. R. Lewis, C. E. Mc- 

Cafferty, F. F. Paschall, N. O. Soloman. 

Dept. 24, L. G. Collins, P. D. Copen- 
haver; Dept. 25, L. D. Adams, E. J. 

Jeffries, G. R. Smith ; Dept. 27, R. B. 
Ball, J. G. Cates, R. L. Curry, W. C. 
Rogers, B. R. Taylor; Dept. 29, S. B. 
Green ; Dept. 30, L. E. L. Gouge. 

Dept. 31, C. V. Bragg, O. F. Bush, 
J. I. Dempsey, G. W. Iverson ; Dept. 
33, G. T. Haile, E. H. Head, R. F. 
Hearell, W. T. Hendrick; Dept. 47, L. 
H. Morrison. •, 

Dept. 50, H. C. Hickman; Dept. 64, 
W. R. Hughes; Dept. 65, M. B. Robert¬ 
son ; Dept. 74, W. Morrison, L. M. 
Tallant, A. F. Uptmore; Dept. 76, J. 
Gibson, L. B. Hestla; Dept. 81, L. R. 
Crouch, J. E. Rigsbee; Dept. 82, J. A. 
George. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective Dec. 1: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to senior de¬ 
sign engineer, E. E. Ammons, C. J. 
Schneider, G. W. Stewart, W. T. Tim¬ 
mons, C. C. Jones Jr. ; to specifications 
analyst, W. H. Denny; to project de¬ 
sign engineer, E. W. Foster; to chemist, 
C. J. Kastrop ; to aerodynamics en¬ 
gineer, J. F. Mayes; to assistant pro¬ 
ject engineer, W. R. Rector; to senior 
systems installations engineer, G. H. 
Teeter. 

Dept. 11, Contracts: to contract an¬ 
alyst A, E. E. Moseley, R. E. Niblo. 

Dept. 22, ManufaLcturing Control: to 
manufacturing control assistant foreman, 
H. E. Cleveland Jr. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: to tool manu¬ 
facturing assistant foreman, W. L. 
Darr Jr. 



LAST RIDE—This was the last 
B-36 Capt. V. F. Grubbs flew 
during his four year stay at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth. Capt. Grubbs 
has flown every production 
model of the B-36 as part of his 
AF acceptance duties. He left 
Convair Dec. I. 

Pilot Ends 6-36 
Tour at Convair 

B-36 days are over for Capt. 
V. F. Grubbs! 

After nearly three and a half 
years, Grubbs has left his Air 
Force assignment at Convair 
Fort Worth to return to commer¬ 
cial flying. During his stay here 
he was in charge of Air Force 
flight and acceptance. 

Although he went into the job 
in the middle of B-36 production, 
he succeeded in flying almost 
every B-36 ever made. Besides 
flying the new models as they 
came off the line, he also flew ac¬ 
ceptance flights on the earlier 
planes as they came out of SAM- 
SAC. 

In all these flights he chalked 
up about 1,000 hours flying time. 

“I couldn’t have asked for a 
better assignment than Convair 
Fort Worth,” said Grubbs. “I’ve 
really enjoyed every minute I've 
spent here. ,, 

Grubbs was among the Air 
Force people who flew the YC- 
131C before both planes were 
signed over to the Air Force at 
Edwards AFB. 

“That's really a nice plane,” 
said Grubbs. “If I were going to 
fly one like that from now on, I 
certainly wouldn't mind working.” 

As a civilian, Grubbs will fly 
for Pan American Airways out 
of their eastern office. 


Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $1,601.72 for the 
period ending Dec. 1: 

Dept. 3, Personnel: Matha A. Dozier. 
Dept. 4, Material: Neil Whitley. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: A. C. Garrison. 
Dept. 28, Process Control: Gerald P. 
Ferguson. 

D^pt. 74, Finishing: Ruby S. Eding- 
ton. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: H. 
N. Harrison. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

BOYER—Son, Ronald Richard, 6 lbs. 
13 oz., born Nov. 29 to Mr. and Mrs. 
V. E. BcJyer, Dept. 6. 

LOCKE—Son, David Lee, 8 lbs. 7 oz., 
born Nov. 21 to Mr. and Mrs. David L. 
Locke, Dept. 22-1. Mrs. Locke formerly 
was in Dept. 22-9 and Dept. 46. 

Lost & Found 

FORT WORTH 

LOST — Billfold-size pictures. Show 
baby, a Marine and a bride and groom. 
Please call Kay Hardwick, Dept. 22-3, 
ext. 6110. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

RIDERS WANTED — Arlington 
Heights, Western to Ashland to Persh¬ 
ing to Convair. Lot 2, 8 to 4:45 shift. 
Call Fred McCarty, ext. 2122 or SU- 
0612: 


You will be doing yourself a 
favor by keeping Convair up to 
date on your income tax exemp¬ 
tions. 


Nancy Esenwein of 
FW Weds C. D. Nolan 

Miss Nancy Esenwein became 
the bride of Charles D. Nolan 
Nov. 27 in a ceremony read in St. 
Patrick's Cathedral in Fort 
Worth. 

Mrs. Nolan is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. August C. Esen¬ 
wein. Esenwein is Convair Fort 
Worth manager. Mrs. Nolan is a 
former engineering department 
employee. 

The bride wore a Dutch cap of 
rosepoint which Mrs. Esenwein 
wore at her own wedding 25 years 
before. The father wore the same 
full dress suit he wore as a bride¬ 
groom. 


Crabtree Lifetime 
Member in FW Club 

Roy Crabtree needn't worry 
about missing his Convair friends 
since he's retired. Not since the 
Convair Fort Worth Management 
Club fixed him up. 

The club recently awarded him 
a lifetime membership. 

Crabtree, former assistant su¬ 
pervisor in the suggestion section, 
retired Oct. 1. 

Crabtree is now in St. Louis 
visiting with members of his 
family. 


★ CcHtfdirietlj ^ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif*, Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 


Class Ring Lodged 
In B-36 Finds Way 
Back to AF Owner 

Several Convair Fort Worth 
employees played Dick Tracy last 
week and ended up getting their 
man. 

When a SAM-SAC plane came 
to Fort Worth from Fairchild 
AFB in Spokane, one of the crew 
members left something behind. 
But he didn’t know it. 

N. S. Laverty, Dept. 29, found 
the lost article—a class ring from 
Clemson A & M College. Inside 
was the name of William 0. Rud¬ 
dock. 

Laverty, through contracts de¬ 
partment, succeeded in locating 
him. He was a captain in the 
Fairchild crew. 

Laverty sent the ring to Capt. 
Ruddock, who by then had given 
it up for lost. Several days later 
Laverty received a thank you 
note from the grateful captain. 

Convair Men Assist 
Chemist Convention 

A group of Convair Fort Worth 
chemists helped make a regional 
convention of the American 
Chemical Society a big thing re¬ 
cently. 

Eleven Convair employees from 
the engineering chemical lab 
worked on various committees for 
the Tenth Southwest Regional 
Convention of the ACS. The Fort 
Worth-Dallas Chapter was host. 

More than 650 delegates from 
Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Ark¬ 
ansas and New Mexico attended 
the three day meet at the Hotel 
Texas in Fort Worth. 

Members from Convair who at¬ 
tended were: K. E. Dorcas, A. A. 
Baker, W. Bandaruk, Dr. Archie 
Broodo, N. P. Bulloch, E. L. Gray, 
J. R. Hooker, Harold Owen, R. S. 
Rempert, P. M. Stouffer, W. L. 
Toothaker, R. N. Williams, W. C. 
Rous, all from engineering. 

From process control were: C. 
A. Watson, W. C. MacMordie, L. 
L. Morgan and M. Puma. 

Convair Studying 
New Plane Plans 

(continued from page 1) 
logical and inevitable develop¬ 
ment in the short and medium 
range field. 

In fact, the model 340 was de¬ 
signed with a definite eye on the 
possibilities of conversion, if de¬ 
sired. 

However, it is also clear that 
Convair has advanced with care 
and with the intention of profit¬ 
ing to the fullest by experience. 
Convair's turboprop career has 
been longer than that of any 
other manufacturer, beginning 
with the XP-81 back in 1945. It 
includes the Allison Turboliner (a 
model 240 with turboprop power 
which flew first in 1950), the 
turboprop powered R3Y Trade- 
winds, and most recently the YC- 
131Cs (model 340s converted to 
turboprop). The latter are cur¬ 
rently undergoing flight test by 
the Air Force. 

Todays the Day to 
Redouble Caution 

(continued from page 1) 
you«do your part in making 
today the safest possible day. 

“Let’s make an honest effort 
to make Fort Worth an acci¬ 
dent' free city today,” said Fred 
Temple, safety engineering su¬ 
pervisor. “And after today, let's 
try for that record EVERY 
day. 

“We’re not proud of seeing an 
employee’s name in the paper 
—under an accident obituary. 
Don’t put yours there!” 

Piper to Speak for 
Engineers Gathering 

Thomas E. Piper, staff assist¬ 
ant to Convair’s executive vice 
president, will speak tomorrow 
night at Solar Aircraft Audi¬ 
torium in San Diego before a 
meeting of the American Society 
for Metals and the Society of 
Carbide Engineers. His subject 
is new metal working technics. 



CHRISTMAS FUNDS—The Christmas spirit is sweeping through 
Convair Fort Worth. Many departments are making collections for 
needy families as shown here. Al Reynolds, M. W. Peck and Ethel 
Schmidt (top photo) organized Dept. 4-6 fund. In tooling (center 
picture) Rutn Autrey and B. J. Wooten are helping with plans and 
in Dept. 76, Vivian Carter holds the "house" as first donor while 
D. C. Gibbons makes his contributions. 


Christmas Projects for Needy 
Gain Headway at Convair FW 


Money once spent on Christmas 
cards and postage stamps is 
headed in a different direction 
this year. At least among many 
departments at Convair Fort 
Worth. 

Funds to buy food, clothes and 
toys for needy families are 
springing up in departments all 
over the plant, yard and office. 

Behind most of them is a plan 
like that used last year in tooling 
department. 

Instead of sending Christmas 
cards to people they work with 
day in and out, why not spend 
that money for a needy family ? 
Buy them things for a really 
merry Christmas? 

So Dept. 24 set up a fund. And 
raised more than $1,000! 

This year many groups are fol¬ 
lowing suit. To date more than 
$1,500 has been raised. 

FW Test Lab Chief 
Speaks for Scouts 

A group of Fort Worth Boy 
Scouts learned recently what jet 
travel will mean to them in the 
future. 

Their information came from a 
reliable source, too—Dr. N. H. 
Simpson, chief of engineering test 
labs at Convair Fort Worth, who 
told the 34 scouts and seven cub 
masters some of the experiences 
in store when jets and rockets 
become common everyday things. 


Process control has adopted a 
family and will try to make their 
Christmas a happy one. 

Dept. 4-6, Dept. 29, Dept. 76, 
Dept. 3, Dept. 65, Dept. 24, and 
Dept. 75 are some of the others. 
Dept. 82 is collecting canned 
goods. 

And departments who still want 
to help a needy family may ob¬ 
tain further information from 
Tom Croft, employee service su¬ 
pervisor. 

“There are plenty of families 
in Fort Worth who won’t have 
much of a Christmas unless we 
help,” said Croft. “We’re glad 
Convair employees plan to help 
them.” 

10,000 Toys Ready 
For Kids at Xmas 

(continued from page 1) 
$35,000 worth of like-new toys. 
There’ll be enough for 500 fami¬ 
lies. That’s about 10,000 toys—all 
sizes, shapes and descriptions. 

But it's taken a lot of work as 
Guy Nesbitt, Fred Gignilliat, E. 
V. Gish, and Cecil Carter, chair¬ 
man of the program, will testify. 
’ “I'm sure I speak for everyone 
in the Management Club when I 
say thanks to all who have help¬ 
ed. There has been a wonderful 
spirit of cooperation and friend¬ 
ship all throughout the program. 
We know everyone who worked 
on the program will have a mer¬ 
rier Christmas himself.” 
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340 LANDS ABROAD—Destined for conversion to turboprop power (two Napier Eland engines), 
this model 340 Convair-Liner lands in England. Plane's delivery was not "without incident" because 
of soaked field, but it ended safely. 

★ ★ ★ 



CONVAIR DELIVERS—Abroad with latest 340 to get turbo¬ 
prop power are, left to right: R. F. Conley of commercial con¬ 
tracts; Paul R. Leitner, radio operator on feriy flight; C. L. Cowd¬ 
rey, Napier manager; J. K. Rogers, Convair flight engineer; M. 
Randup, Napier chief test pilot; Pilot A. P. Wilson and Co-pilot 
J. W. Knebel. 

Model 340 is Converted 
For British Turboprops 

Another step in experimentation with turboprop power 
applied to the Convair-Liner model is being* taken this 
month in England. 

The airplane involved is a production ship purchased 
by D. Napier & Son, Limited, from Convair and destined 
for installation of Napier Eland turboprop engines. 


Atomic Marshall Plan' 
Suggested by Hopkins 
To Boost Free World 

A 100-year “Marshall plan” for the development of 
nuclear energy throughout the free world was proposed 
this month by John Jay Hopkins, chairman and president 
of General Dynamics Corporation. 


Engineers Tell 
Of Turbo Tests 

Tremendous new potentials are 
foreseen for turboprop airplanes 
as the result of recent test 
flights, according to a paper pre¬ 
sented at the annual meeting in 
New York City of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers 
by two Convair engineers. 

The test flights were conducted 
with two converted standard Con- 
vair-Liners, each equipped with 
two Allison YT-56-A-3 turboprop 
engines. 

B. J. Simons, Convair project 
engineer at SD, presented part 
one of the paper, which outlines 
the basic contract made between 
the USAF and Convair to conduct 
the tests, and which describes de¬ 
tails of the Allisoh engines and 
other power equipment of the test 
planes. 

Part two of the paper, covering 
the modification work which was 
necessary on the standard model 
340 airliners and containing a 
summary of the flight testing, 
was read by P. J. Lynch, Convair 
project engineer at FW. 

Although it is difficult to com¬ 
pare performance, Simons said, 
the YC-131C, would be about 75 
miles per hour faster than the 
standard liner with reciprocating 
engines, assuming all essential 
conditions being equal or com¬ 
parable. 

“By adding more fuel in the 
wing and with wing-tip tanks,” 
he said, “the all-out range can be 
increased to 3,000 nautical miles. 
Even with a 24,000-pound pay- 
load, a cargo version would have 
a range of 1,700 nautical miles.” 

Lynch, in the second part of 
the paper, pointed out that the 
modifications on the standard 
model 340 airliner to accommo¬ 
date the turboprop engines result¬ 
ed in a net saving of 2,015 pounds 
empty weight. 

The modifications in the stand¬ 
ard airliner, both speakers said, 
were kept to the absolute neces¬ 
sary minimum to insure quick 
conversion at lowest cost. 

Each engine drives a 13^- 
foot-diameter, three-blade, full¬ 
feathering, reversible pitch Aero 
Products propeller. 

Because an inoperative turbo¬ 
prop engine in flight exerts a far 
greater drag than a reciprocating 
engine, special attention in design 
and test has been given to' the 
automatic feathering system of 
the propellers. 

The two YT-56 turboprop en¬ 
gines of the YC-131C liner has 
separate fuel systems, which are 
interconnected by means of a 
cross-feed system that provides 
for operation of either or both 
engines from either fuel tank. 

In concluding the two-part 
paper, Lynch said: “We at Con¬ 
vair are enthusiastic about the 
potentialities of the turboprop 
power plant. We like its light 
weight, simplicity of installation, 
and ease of operation. We ob¬ 
served a trend during our rela¬ 
tively short flight program to¬ 
ward a drastic reduction in en¬ 
gine maintenance. 

“In short, we believe the turbo¬ 
prop power plant has a definite 
place in the commercial and mili¬ 
tary transport field.” 


The airplane, piloted by A. P. 
(Speed) Wilson of SD with J. W. 
Knebel as co-pilot, was flown to 
England last month. It was a 
routine delivery flight until the 
very end when the water-soaked 
field of the Luton, England, air¬ 
port—the planed destination— 
called for a careful landing. 

“We had been advised at Shan- 



PURCHASE — Contract by 
which D. Napier & Son, Limited, 
of London, purchased model 
340 for turboprop testing is 
signed by J. V. Naish, Convair 
executive vice president. Stand¬ 
ing is Napier's managing direc¬ 
tor, H. Sammons. 


non (Ireland) of the weather and 
that the grass field was soggy,” 
Wilson reported at San Diego 
last week before he* took off 
again for abroad, this time pilot¬ 
ing a delivery flight for Luft¬ 
hansa. 

“We flew over Luton but de¬ 
cided to make our first landing 
nearby at an R.A.F. base where 
there were concrete runways.” 

Wilson, with Napier’s chief test 
pilot, Mick Randup, then flew to 
Luton in a light plane and inves¬ 
tigated the condition of the turf. 

“It was a little unusual not to 
have concrete runways,” Wilson 
continued. “I’d landed Convairs 
on dirt lots of times in Arabia— 
but it was dry dirt. And with 
other planes we came into some 
sloppy fields in the South Pacific 
during the war . . . but that was 
wartime.” 

However, despite heavy rainfall 
and some standing water, Wilson 
decided to try. He brought the 
Convair down with no strain, but 
the Luton press reported that 
Wilson kept moving at a good 
clip until he reached the tarmack 
apron by the Napier hangar. It 
would have been humiliating to be 
stuck somewhere on the sopping 
field! 

The Luton press reported Wil¬ 
son as stating afterwards: “I 
wouldn’t like to do that regu¬ 
larly.” 

A Napier spokesman was 
quoted as confident of the out¬ 
come of wedding an American 
airframe to British turboprop 
power. 

“We think it will be a dollar 
earner,” he was quoted. 

The plane will be used for 
demonstrations throughout Eu¬ 
rope and North America to air¬ 
line operators. 


One of the key speakers at the 
National Association of Manufac¬ 
turers 59th annual Congress of 
American Industry at the Wal¬ 
dorf Astoria, Hopkins addressed 
several hundred leaders from the 
fields of industry, finance and 
government. 

He said that his long range 
program “for the financing, con¬ 
struction and implantation of 
atomic reactors in the power- 
short, food-short, water-short, 
life-short areas of the world by 
the American government and by 
American private enterprise 
working with other governments 
and their own private enterprise 
groups will wipe out the enor¬ 
mous economic disparity between 
the have and have-not nations.” 

Hopkins predicted that “if we 
are not fluid enough to pour our¬ 
selves into the changing shape of 
economic things to come, we are 
through, done for, dead. And 
dead and done for industrially 
means dead and gone militarily.” 

(General Dynamics Electric 
Boat Division is builder of the 
first two atomic-powered sub¬ 
marines, the Nautilus and the 
Sea Wolf; and Convair Divi¬ 
sion is engaged in research and 
development work leading to 
the application of atomic power 
to airplanes.) 

“Russia,” he said, “has been 
reported ahead of us in the indus¬ 
trial applications of atomic 
energy. I hope such reports prove 
inaccurate, but their very appear¬ 
ance should jolt us from our 
lethargy.” 

Hopkins outlined four basic 
steps which he said would have 
to be taken to implant industrial 
atomic reactors in “have-not” na¬ 
tions by the American govern¬ 
ment- and private enterprise in 
this country. 

One—development of a re¬ 
search reactor to begin raising 
the industrial technical level so 
that in five to 15 years the econ¬ 
omy of the countries involved 
would support a large stationary 
power reactor. 

Two—development of a port¬ 
able reactor for use in location 
where there is now insufficient 
technical skill or industrial de- 


Dynamics Director 
Joins in Atom Talk 

Morehead Patterson, a mem¬ 
ber of the Board of Directors 
of General Dynamics Corpora¬ 
tion, recently was chosen by 
President Eisenhower to repre¬ 
sent the U.S. in talks with na¬ 
tions of the Free World on ex¬ 
change of information and fis¬ 
sionable materials. 

Patterson, chairman and 
president of the American 
Machine and Foundry Co., is 
serving with the rank of am¬ 
bassador. Press reports stated 
he has full authority to negoti¬ 
ate bilaterial agreements. 


velopment to support an indigen¬ 
ous atomic power program. 

Three — development of the 
large stationary reactor, perhaps 
similar to but much larger than 
the 60,000 kw pressurized water 
reactor now being developed by 
Westinghouse for the Duquesne 
Light Company. 

Four—development of a large- 
scale breeder reactor which will 
produce power and radio isotopes 
and breed its own replacement 
fuel as well as fuel for other re¬ 
actors. 

Hopkins said that financing of 
such a program should “seek the 
participation of government funds 
—free of the unfortunate give¬ 
away label so repugnant to the 
giver and receiver alike. The divi¬ 
dends, I believe, will more than 
repay the investment—dividends 
in new markets, dividends in bet¬ 
ter, and hence more productive, 
human relations.” 

Social Security Law 
Deductions to Rise 

Convair employees will find 
their federal social security bene¬ 
fits increased under terms of the 
1954 Social Security Law starting 
in January, 1955, but contribu¬ 
tions and those made for them by 
Convair will also increase. 

The law states that the first 
$4,200 of an employee’s earnings 
in 1955 will be subject to Social 
Security tax instead of the $3,600 
subject to tax in 1954. Convair 
also will be contributing a larger 
amount toward benefits for each 
employee. 

Additional information about 
Social Security benefits is avail¬ 
able through local Social Security 
offices. 


Coggan a National 
Red Cross Chairman 

B. F. Coggan, Convair San 
Diego manager, this month was 
appointed a national vice chair¬ 
man of the Red Cross. 

Coggan is chairman of the 
1955 fund planning campaign in 
San Diego and last year was fund 
drive chairman for San Diego 
County. He also is a member of 
the local Red Cross Board of Di¬ 
rectors and a member of various 
committees. 


Marshall Appointed 
To Dynamics Post 

Allen D. Marshall has been ap¬ 
pointed vice president-manage¬ 
ment planning and secretary of 
General Dynamics Corporation, 
John Jay Hopkins, president and 
chairman, announced last week. 

Marshall was assistant secre¬ 
tary of General Electric Company 
from 1928 to 1952 and more re¬ 
cently manager of employee bene¬ 
fits. 
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"Have ya got a tonic without so many active ingredients? My 
vacation is next week and I just wanta relax . . ." 
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COMPOSER—Jack Morrow, GFP assistant supervisor at Con- 
vair Fort Worth, has formula for song writing. He tries out songs 
on daughters Linda and Janie. If they pick it up, he figures the 
tune has possibilities. 

15 years Trying 

Song Plugger at FW Gets a Hit 
Just as He Was About to Quit 


Skeets and XFY-1 
Filmed for TV 

Art Baker, emcee for the ABC- 
TV show ‘‘You Asked for It,” 
was in San Diego last week to 
get movies and material for a 
forthcoming program that will 
feature Convair Pilot “Skeets” 
Coleman and the XFY-1. 

With Baker were Bill Webb, 
associate producer and writer, 
and James Aubrey, cameraman. 
Film they shot, plus additional 
footage supplied by Convair, will 
review the steps that led up to 
the first horizontal flight of the 
airplane Nov. 2. Scenes from 
early experiments in the XFY-1 
test bed at the seaplane ramp 
will be included as well as action 
in the “tethered rig” at Moffett 
Naval Air Station, climaxed by 
views of the actual transitional 
flights from vertical to horizon¬ 
tal. 

Coleman will go to Los Angeles 
for the program Dec. 20 when it 
will go on the air between 8 and 
8:30 that night over Channel 7. 
The entire program will be re¬ 
peated Jan. 2 over local channels 
in both San Diego and Fort 
Worth. 



NEW HONOR—Emblematic of excellence is this certificate 
awarded recently to medical facilities at Convair SD. Left to right: 
Norma Buell, secretary, Al Zamora, laboratory technician, Frances 
Collier, head nurse, and Dr. F. M. Amaral. 

Convair SD's Medical Facilities 
Honored by Institute of Health 


It looks as though Jack Mor¬ 
row is going to keep plugging 
away at his favorite hobby—song 
plugging. 

Last year Morrow, GFP assist¬ 
ant supervisor at Convair Fort 
Worth, decided that after 15 
years of song writing he was 
going to quit. That is, unless he 
had a hit during 1954. 

But he did have a hit. “Oceans 
of Tears” has been in the top 10 
western songs in the Fort Worth, 
Houston and Birmingham areas 
for the past few months. 

The whole thing came as a 
complete surprise to Morrow, 
even though he figures he’s got 
his success formula pretty well 
down pat. 

“Of course, having a formula, 
and having a hit are two differ¬ 
ent things,” said Morrow. “But 
it worked on ‘Oceans of Tears.’ ” 

First Morrow develops his mel¬ 
ody and words until they begin 
to take shape. Then he tries them 
out on his young daughters Linda 
and Janie. 

“If they pick them up easily,” 
said Morrow, “I figure I’ve got 
something with possibilities.” 

From there Morrow develops 
the theme and words to a more 
or less final stage. He writes it 
down and works to perfect both 
tune and words. When this is 
done, the hard part comes. Sell¬ 
ing it. 

“The best way I’ve found is 
certainly not the easiest,” he said. 

“All you have to do is get 
some well-known artist to record 
it. Then all you have to do is 
wait until it’s a hit. 


“And I’m sure many men have 
turned old waiting for both,” he 
joked. 

That’s why Morrow asked 
Sonny James to record his 
“Oceans of Tears.” James did 
and promptly became one of the 
top western vocalists in this area. 
He recorded the song for Capitol. 

George Morgan and the Anita 
Kerr singers waxed it for Colum¬ 
bia with a very pleasing arrange¬ 
ment. 

“I think it’s easier to break 
into the Western field than strict¬ 
ly popular,” said Morrow. “You 
never know what’s going to be a 
hit these days in the popular 
field.” 

“Oceans of Tears” isn’t Mor¬ 
row’s first song to achieve recog¬ 
nition. While a student at Tulsa 
Central High, he wrote school 
songs that are still in use. 

When he was in the army he 
wrote a march that was used on 
the Army Hour for several pro¬ 
grams. He also wrote one called 
“The B-36 March” which was pre¬ 
sented to Carswell AFB. 


Sea-Dart an Answer 
To Runway Problem 

James H. Smith, assistant 
secretary of the Navy for Air, 
last week was quoted in the 
press as saying that the Con¬ 
vair Sea-Dart is “one of the 
Navy’s answers to the runway 
problems of the future.” 

He indicated that such high 
speed fighter seaplanes, capable 
of taking off and landing on 
water, may ultimately replace 
many Navy land planes. 


XF-92A to 'Fly' Again 
In Pasadena Parade 

Convair San Diego’s XF-92A, 
world’s first delta wing airplane 
now converted into a traveling 
Air Force exhibit, will be the San 
Diego entry in the Tournament of 
Roses on New Year’s Day. 

The airplane, covered with 
roses, sweet peas and chrysanthe¬ 
mums, will be part of the theme 
“On Guard.” Starlet Marla Eng¬ 
lish will be on board, with Jan 
Golus, Miss San Diego of 1954. 


Job Seeker Quips 
About Fast Rabbits 

An interesting situation is call¬ 
ed to mind by this letter. It was 
received by personnel department 
from a one-time Convair Fort 
Worth employee who apparently 
is hoping he can come back to 
work—and soon: 

“Dear Sirs: 

“Please register me as being 
available for work at Convair. 

“I would appreciate a recall 
very much. 

“These rabbits are very hard 
to run down.” 



Convair Delegation 
At Air Conference 

Leaders in the aircraft industry 
will gather in Washington, D. C. 
tomorrow (Dec. 16) for the an¬ 
nual Air Logistics Conference of 
the Air Force Association. They 
will hear Secretary of the Air 
Force Harold E. Talbott speak on 
“Introducing the Air Force con¬ 
cept for a modern logistics sys¬ 
tem.” 

Gen. Joseph T. McNarney, Con¬ 
vair president, is heading the 
Convair delegation which includes 
J. V. Naish, T. G. Lanphier Jr., 
E. F. Jones and J. G. Zevely. 


Convair San Diego’s medical 
section last month received a 
“certificate of approval” award 
from the Occupational Health In¬ 
stitute. 

The Institute, which promotes 
high ethical and professional 
standards in the practice of in¬ 
dustrial medicine and surgery, 
presented the award after con¬ 
ducting a survey and evaluation 
of the medical facilities last July. 

The organization makes pe¬ 
riodic inspections to see that cer¬ 
tain requirements are met by in¬ 
dustrial medical facilities. These 
include such things as staffing 
the facility with trained person¬ 


nel, having proper facilities to 
treat ill or injured employees, 
including major surgery, provid¬ 
ing competent consultation, main¬ 
taining adequate records of ill¬ 
ness and injury, and maintaining 
vigilance and promoting correc¬ 
tion of sanitation and industrial 
hygiene problems. 

Only those medical facilities 
properly meeting these require¬ 
ments are awarded the certificate 
of approval. 

Convair SD’s medical section 
won a similar award in 1949 from 
the American College of Sur¬ 
geons, an organization perform¬ 
ing the same functions as OHI at 
that time. 


New Bus Stops Arranged at SD 
For Northbound Convair Riders 


Desert Honeymoon 
For Convair Couple 

Pat Laird, Dept. 506, Convair 
SD, and Bruce Widell, Dept. 406, 
were married Nov. 20 in the Point 
Loma Community Presbyterian 
Church. The reception was held 
in the bride’s home. 

After a honeymoon in Palm 
Springs, Calif., the couple return¬ 
ed to La Jolla to make their 
home. 


Convair San Diego people who 
commute by Greyhound bus be¬ 
tween San Diego and way points 
north, will find their outgoing 
buses stopping 70 feet farther 
north on Pacific Highway begin¬ 
ning Dec. 20. 

New Greyhound bus stop signs 
are being installed at both Plants 
1 and 2. At Plant 2, the stop will 
be on the inner drive of the high¬ 
way. These new stops are being 
installed to eliminate the conges¬ 
tion caused by stops at the regu¬ 
lar city bus stops. 

The new bus stop will be mark¬ 
ed by a white post with the word 
“Greyhound” and a small orange 
sign at the top with the words 
“Bus Stop.” 

Even though the stop is 
marked it will be necessary to 
wave down the approaching 
bus. 

Incoming buses will continue to 
unload passengers at the city 
stops. 

Drivers waiting for employees 
are cautioned not to park in the 
new loading zones as the City 
Traffic Department will police 
the areas. 

Incoming buses from the north 
arrive at Plant 1 and 2 at ap¬ 
proximately 6:35 and 7:44 a.m. 


Billie Simpson to 
Wed SD Man Sat. 

Billie Simpson of Dept. 1-41 
and Chester Niebrugge of Dept. 
9-2 at San Diego will be married 
Saturday, Dec. 18 in Van Nuys, 
Calif. After a wedding trip to 
San Francisco they will make 
their home in San Diego. 


TRAGIC INSIGNIA—While landing at Montreal, a T-33 jet 
trainer piloted by Ed Coe of Convair's sister concern, Canadair 
Limited, inadvertently flew into a flock of pigeons. One of 10 
birds killed left this imprint on a wing tank, with all the grace and 
beauty of flight, even in death.—Canadair photo 


SD Depts. Score in 
Phone Cost Reduction 

Depts. 11 and 523 at San Diego 
led the list of departments dur 
ing November that kept long dis 
tance telephone bills below the 
previous month’s figures. Others 
I included Depts. 25, 524 and 14. 


for the morning shifts, and 2:31 
and 3:51 p.m. for the afternoon 
shifts. Northbound they leave at 
approximately 3:35, 4:35 and 5:35 
p.m., and 12:05 and 1:05 a.m. 

Commuters are reminded that 
they should purchase tickets in 
advance of boarding Greyhound 
buses. 


Absent-minded? This 
Sets a New Record 

An absent - minded Convair 
Fort Worth employee picked 
up his check at the cashier’s 
cage. 

He carefully tore the check 
from the stub. 

He dropped the check in a 
trash can. And started off down 
the hall with the stub in his 
hand before he realized what 
he’d done. 

Cashier B. C. Simmons came 
to the rescue: “Wonder how 
you get into these things?” 

“Dunno,” said the employee. 
“But I bet I find out mighty 
fast!” 

This may sound too fantastic 
for anybody to pull. But Con- 
vairiety was an eye - witness. 
The Fort Worth editor, Bob 
Vollmer, was the guy! 


Deer Turns Tables on FW Hunter , 
Attacks Thrice and Triumphs 


John Thomas of FW is the 
one-armed material department 
liaison man who won a Carne¬ 
gie award for rescuing two 
children last spring (CON¬ 
VAIRIETY, Nov. 17). 

Having only one arm doesn’t 
keep Johnny from hunting, 
either. 

Couple of weeks ago he went 
deer hunting, alone. He hunted 
all day and never so much as 
spotted a deer. 

Driving back about midnight 
on a road near Possum King¬ 
dom Lake, he rounded a curve 
at a pretty brisk pace and— 
WHAM! He ran into a deer. 

He stopped the car and got 
out to assess the damage. The 
deer had ruined one fender and 
broken the grill. Thinking the 


deer might not be dead, Thomas 
went to the trunk of his car to 
get his rifle. 

Meantime, the deer got up, 
came around the car and 
started for Johnny. Johnny 
jumped. Again: WHAM! The 
deer’s antlers crashed into the 
car. Result! a crumpled back 
end. 

Johnny finally got his gun 
and started around the car hop¬ 
ing to get a shot. The deer had 
other ideas. Just as Johnny got 
almost to the door by the 
driver’s wheel, WHAM a third 
time! This fixed the side of 
the car. 

Summed up Johnny: “I 
wasn’t hunting. That deer was 
huntin’ me!” 

(P.S. The deer got away. So 
did Johnny.) 
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Skilled Convair Hands Lend Help to Santa in Christmas Toy Shop 



WHERE ELSE?—Where else in the world could Santa Claus find more skillful 
assistants than at Convair? And at Fort Worth they are directing their talents for 
superb workmanship into repairing Christmas toys for children. Top left is their 
workshop in a building at Will Rogers Coliseum. Top right shows C. A. Earwood 
(Dept. 62), J. M. Hopkins and J. A. Pewitt (Dept. 62). Center row at left is "paint¬ 
ing department" with Frank Phillips, M. A. Matelan and Hopkins (Dept. 63); while 
at center right is B. Winfield sorting, tricycles. In center picture Belinda, daughter 


of Mr. and Mrs. George Symm, acts as "inspector" and puts her stamp of ap¬ 
proval on doll. Bottom left: this is "headquarters" where incoming toys are ex¬ 
amined. Bottom right: Mrs. Hugh Pennington and Candy and Mrs. Symm and 
Belinda examine finished product with Santa Claus (B. R. Main). Project, known as 
Fix-a-Toy, is backed by Convair FW Management Club every year about this time. 
Hundreds of needy children benefit. And thousands of Convair people benefit, 
too, from the joy of giving. 




SAN DIEGO, TOO—Although not on as lavish a scale as at Fort Worth, Con¬ 
vair San Dieg,o has displayed the Christmas spirit recently, too. Representative of 
many departments that have "adopted" families, these photos show some pre- 
Christmas shopping trips. Left to right: M. L. Robinson, G. M. Zelno, G. L. Schei- 


bel, A. D. Williams (all Dept. 528) at meat counter; Melba Hart and Alice Sher¬ 
wood (Dept. 10-2) visit toy store; R. W. Wise, Bobbie Roberts, Jack Reynolds, 
Delpha Hesselbarth, J. H. Beseler, raid grocery section; Virginia Cannon, Ellen Ties- 
zen, Sally Schillo (Dept. 14-1) select Christmas trees. 
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Wing and Masque 
To Present 21st 


Production Soon 


GETTING READY—Ben Johnson doesn't look quite as pleased 
as he could—what with pretty Claire Stewart as tie-fixer. But 
Charlie Applewhite finds it amusing. They starred in recent "Re¬ 
mains to be Seen," a three-act comedy. 

Ben Johnson Turns Murderer 
But Spares Former C-V Employee 

Ben Johnson surprised everyone this month when he 
turned out to be a murderer. 

But it didn’t matter too much $o him. He murdered the playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive, 
same man about six times in one week. And that doesn’t The play revolves about a 
even include rehearsal time. 


Wing and Masque is coming 
of age! 

Their next production will 
mark number 21 for the CRA 
group. They've been in business 
for four years—and with this play 
they “grow up”! 

“We've had our share of trials 
and troubles in that time,” said 
Stan Brown, CRA drama com¬ 
missioner, “but we've enjoyed 
every minute of it.” 

As a special treat for the anni¬ 
versary show, Brown will direct 
the Broadway smash-hit, “Time 
of the Cuckoo.” 

Shirley Booth, Academy Award 
winner, starred in the long run 
of the two-act comedy. 

Brown said that tryouts for 
the play will be held January 3 
and 4 at the CRA Playhouse. 
Time is 8 p. m. 

There are parts for five males 
and four females. Included in 
that is a part for a 10 or 11 year 
old boy. Would-be players, please 
note! Proud parents, too! 

Production dates for the play 
are Feb. 10, 11, 12, 18 and 19. 
It will be produced at the CRA 


As you've probably guessed by 
now, it was just a play. And a 
very good one too. 

“Remains to be Seen” was the 


TV star from 


Claire Stewart, 

WFAA-TV. 

The supporting cast turned in 

. ,i . _ ^ T fbof an excellent job all the way 

name of the mystery comedy that th h And much to the sur . 
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starred a present and a former 
Convair Fort Worth employee. 
The present employee was Ben 
Johnson. 

When the other was a Convair 
employee, there probably weren't 
too many people who knew who 
he was. Those who knew him 
probably never thought he’d 
amount to much. 

But he fooled them all. The 
kid was Charlie Applewhite. Prob¬ 
ably everyone has heard of him 
by now. Teenagers and adults 
alike enjoy his singing. He's ap¬ 
peared on TV on the Milton Berle 
show. 

“Remains to be Seen” was his 
first attempt at legitimate 
theatre. And it was a very good 
attempt. 

Applewhite played the part of 
a shy young drummer to per¬ 
fection. He was convincingly 
confused and entranced by pert 


CRA Bridge Group 
Takes Vacation 

CRA’s bridge players will take 
a few days vacation during the 
Christmas season. 

Wendell Eldred, CRA bridge 


prise of the audience, 

Theatre goers all over Fort 
Worth were dubious about the 
play. It was whipped into shape 
in six days and there was much 
to do. Applewhite even had to 
learn to play the drums. 

But everything went along fine 
and the audience was delighted. 

“Fort Worth is fortunate to 
have a growing theatre group,” 
said Stan Brown, CRA drama 
commissioner. “We have a good 
choice of little theatre and now 
professional entertainers. 

“Theatre in Fort Worth will 
only survive if we support it,” 
he said. 

Brown pointed out that Wing 
and Masque was one of the first 
drama groups in Fort Worth. 
They’ve produced 20 plays in 
their four years. 

“We'd like to know that Con¬ 
vair families are helping good 
theatre get a firm grip in Fort 
Worth.” 


Stamp and Coin Group 
Postpone Meetings 

J. D. White, CRA stamp and 
coin commissioner, announced 
this week that no meeting of the 
,ctivity will be held Tuesday, 


GRADS—This group recently wound up code and theory classes 
in CRA radio group. Teachers were Charlie Gable, at blackboard, 
and Ben Reeves, standing in background. 

^ams* in the Making After 
17 Complete Code and Theory 


super-secretary who goes to Ven¬ 
ice on a vacation. Loneliness over¬ 
takes her and she soon welcomes 
the attentions of a middle-age 
shopkeeper. 

Eventually she finds that all 
is not so romantic and the foreign 
way of love offers a few prob¬ 
lems. 

Said John Chapman of the New 
York Daily News: “a charming 
sentimental, romantic comedy . . . 
‘The Time of the Cuckoo’ is a 
civilized and enjoyable play.” 

Brown invited anyone inter¬ 
ested in drama to try out for the 
play. Just call him at ext. 5242. 


In a short time there'll prob¬ 
ably be a few more “hams” 
around. 

Not Christmas hams, neces¬ 
sarily. But real live bodies. 
That’s because the CRA radio 
activity recently wound up their 
code and theory classes. 

So 17 employees or members 
of Convair families now know 
all the fundamentals of making 
like a “ham.” Now they're ready 
to take their examination before 
the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

If they all pass—presto, 17 
more “hams!” 

A “ham” of course, is just a 
nickname for an amateur radio 
operator. They meet every Wed¬ 
nesday at the CRA Center and 
try their hands at locating other 
amateur operators all through the 


Dear Friends: 


15 December 195k 


commissioner, announced that the j) ec 21 . 

regular Friday night sessions j nex t regular meeting of 

would be discontinued until Jan. activity will be held January 


7, 1955, 

At 8 p.m. that night, the regu¬ 
lar session will start out the year 
of play for 1955. 

The bridge group wound up 
their activities for the year at a 
session Friday, Dec. 10. They 
held a Christmas party in addi¬ 
tion to their regular play. 

Eldred announced that starting 
January 11, women's afternoon 
duplicate games will be held at 
the CRA Center. 


4 at the CRA Center, 

White urged all Convair Fort 
Worth employees or members of 
their families interested in stamp 
or coin collecting to join them 
during the new year. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


Tomorrov'e a big day for uai 

It's the opening day for our sixth annual Convair 
Recreation Association Ice Shov and Christmas Party! 

We hope that you and your family will enjoy the 
show as much as we in the CRA have enjoyed planning it 


This is our way of saying "thanks" for your coopera¬ 
tion and help throughout 195k-, and expressing our apprecia¬ 
tion for everything you've done. 

Next year, in 1955, ve'd like to see all of you take 
part in your CRA activities. There's one Just for you— 
with plenty of good times in store. 

Now, I'd like to say for the CRA Employee Council, its 
staff and myself: 

"Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for the New Year!" 


United States—and often other 
countries. 

Leading the group is Larry 
Brandvig of the Convair Fort 
Worth flight department. He 
and many of the others have had 
years of experience in amateur 
radio. 

Two of these are Charlie Gable, 
Western Electric representative 
assigned to Convair, and Ben 
Reeves, of engineering. 

Gable was the theory instruc¬ 
tor and Reeves taught code to 
the group. 

Those who completed the course 
and are eligible for their FCC 
exams are: Joe Dean, Clyde Col¬ 
lins, Mrs. J. M. McMillin Jr., L. 

V. Evans, Ernest McRay, Mrs. 
M. E. McRay, Mrs. Dell Frizzell, 
Gene Erwin, Tommy Holder. 

Bill Aiken, J. F. Leezer, J. R. 
McKenzie, Mrs. J. R. McKenzie, 

W. A. Self, Claude Jones, George 
Box and L. A. Pranter. 

Brandvig invited any Convair 
employee interested in radio to 
join the group meeting on Wed¬ 
nesday nights. A second shift 
group meets at 12:30 p.m. each 
Thursday at the CRA Center. 

“Come on out and join the 
group,” said Brandvig. “It doesn't 
matter whether you have your 
license or not, we'd like to have 
you.” 


Hank Wendorf 
CRA President 


ADDRESS: CONVAIR RECREATION ASSOCIATION, c/o CONSOLIDATED VULTEE AIRCRAFT CORPORATION, FORT WORTH. TEXAS 


Convair to Hold 
Annual Party 

Convair Fort Worth will hold 
its annual Christmas party honor¬ 
ing supervision and Management 
Club members this week. Hosts 
for the affair will be Mr. and 
Mrs. August C. Esenwein. 

The party will get under way 
at 8 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 17, at 
the Casino. Dancing will be con¬ 
tinuous until 12:30 a.m. 

Curley Broyles and his orches¬ 
tra and John* Hopkins and his 
quintet will provide non-stop 
music for the evening of dancing. 

Light refreshments will be 
served. 

Loyd L. Turner, special assist¬ 
ant to the division manager, said 
that invitations must be presented 
at the door. 

Dress will be informal. 


(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation, an organization to which all Convair 
employees belong. Financed by proceeds from 
candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees 


who are commissioners of various activities. The 
association is run by employees for the benefit 
and recreation of employees. All Convair people 
should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page.) 


CRA Activities 

Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—Kenneth Browne, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2131. Regular play 7-10 

E .m., Mondays and Wednesdays, W. C. 
tripling Jr. High. _ „ ,, „ 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday. CRA Center. . . 

BASEBALL —Jack Brittain, commissioner, 
LO-2y59. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tuckmes, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. CI-63323. Season play each 
Tues. and Wed. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner ext. 6290. . . 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. Play each Friday, CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. „ _ 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES — 

J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 4283. 


CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aide, col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. Tryouts for “Time of the 
Cuckoo” Jan. 3 and 4, CRA Center. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. Skating every night ice 
is in coliseum. 


LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE— R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Roger Bock, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 7107. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center 

MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 

RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Meetings Dec. 15, 22, 7:30 
p.m., Dec. 16, 23, 12:30 p.m. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA of¬ 
fice, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 


SQUARE DANCING — Ross Carney, 
commissioner, gxt. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Stamp club meeting 
cancelled, Dec. 21. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Regular play Dec. 17, 
24, Central YMCA; Dec. 19, 26, CRA 
Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradlev, commissioner, 
ext 7203. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. each 
Monday, Ernest Parker Jr. High, 
ton. commissioner, ext 3238. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 


. . Fun for All! 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 
Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonheim, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 380. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
ext. 377. 
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Bell-Convair Open First Annual Bowling Tourney Dec. 4 








4-Asri'i'C 


Dept. 48, 24-1 

Hold Top Berth 
In Cage Contest 

Dept. 48 took top spot in the 
Tuesday night basketball league 
last week after downing the Test 
Lab quintet 47 to 40. 

In play the week before, the 
48 team nosed out Dept. 27-4 
with a 65-51 tally.' Test Lab beat 
Tech Reps 54-32 in the second 
game of the evening. 

In Dec. 7 play, Dept. 27-4 took 
Tech Reps 50-39. 

Dept. 24-1 holds the lead in 
the Wednesday night league. They 
also have a two win no loss 
record. They won their first 
game 73 to 55 against Engineer¬ 
ing. 

In their second game, Dec. 7 
against Dept. 28-1, they breezed 
through with an 81-26 score. 

Dept. 28-1 won their first game 
though, with a close 43-40 victory 
over Aerodynamics. In the second 
week of play, Dept. 27-1 took En¬ 
gineering 63-53. 

Ed Tucknies, CRA basketball 
commissioner, announced that A. 
C. Hicks, Dept, 27-1, needs more 
players for his team. He may 
be contacted at ext. 6190. 

Tucknies also invited all Con- 
vair families to attend the weekly 
games. 

The Tuesday night Convair 
League plays at W. C. Stripling 
Junior High and the Wednesday 
night CRA league at R. D. Evans 
Gymnasium. 

The next games are Dec. 15, 21 
and 22. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able at the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


BELL-CONVAIR—These shots were taken by Bell photographer 
Bryon Scott and Jim House, Convair, during opening ceremonies 
of Bell-Convair bowling tourney. B. G. Reed, Convair assistant 
division manager, and Harvey Gaylord, Bell vice president, opened 


the first annual tourney. Bill Johnson, center, announced and 
planned affair. Earl Kardaras, lower left, was typical of bowlers 
who tried for big prize money. Tourney dates were Dec. 4, 5, II, 
12. Final results were not available at press time. 

Bell-Convair Tourney Gets Under Way 
As Reed and Gaylord Bowl First Balls 


Lucky Four Bump 'Devine of Dallas' 
For Top in Guys and Gals League 

The Lucky Four were in top spot again last week in the 
Convair Guys and Gals Bowling League. 

They have a bare half-game margin over “Devine of 
Dallas” in the nip-and-tuck race for first place. 

Mighty-Mites and Hits and Misses were tied for third 

place with a 35-win record. These 
teams were two games behind 
the top teams. 

Arlene Spencer bowled the high 
game for the women bowlers with 
a 204. Chuck RusselPs 223 was 
high for the men. 

High series went to Gladys 
Hargrove with a 491 and Chet 
Veach with a 571. 

John Phenix, president of the* 
league, said that bowling will 
be held tonight, Dec. 15, as usual, 
but there would be no bowling 
on Dec. 22. 

Regular bowling will start 
again Dec. 29. at B & R Bowlanes. 


Plane Contest Set 
For Dec. 26 

E. L. Ohlen nudged out all 
comers last month in the monthly 
CRA model plane contest. 

His 40 points give him a 14 
point lead over his closest rival, 
R. J. Heist, commissioner. Third 
is E. E. Scott with 25 points. 

Heist announced there are three 
more contests in this series. A 
trophy will be awarded high point 
man for the year. 

The next contest will be held 
at 2 p.m., Dec. 26 at Forest Park. 
Events will be staged in Jalopy 
and Speed racing. 

RegularPingPong 
Play Next Week 

CRA table tennis fans will con¬ 
tinue their games through the 
holiday season, John Rangel, 
commissioner, announced this 
week. 

Regular sessions in the next 
two weeks will be held at the 
CRA Center and the Central 
YMCA. 

At 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 17 and 
24 the group will meet at the 
Central YMCA. At the same time 
on Dec. 19 and Dec. 26, the group 
will meet at the CRA Center. 

“If you like to play table ten¬ 
nis, 1 ” said Rangel, ‘"come out and 
join us.” 


Bell and Convair got their first 
annual bowling tourney off to a 
big start Dec. 4 with a group of 
more than 600 bowlers partici¬ 
pating. 

B. G. Reed, Convair Fort Worth 
assistant manager, and Harvey 
Gaylord, Bell helicopter division 
manager, were on hand to get 
the tourney under way. 

They bowled the first balls to 
officially open the four day event, 
one more.” 

Bill Johnson served as an¬ 
nouncer for the event. He also 
engineered the tourney during 
the various stages of develop¬ 
ment. 

After the first week of bowl¬ 
ing, 48 teams moved across to 
the second week. 

Murphy’s Meats held the high 
series in the Class A with a 2903. 
Next in order were Buyers, 2890, 
Spooks, 2859, and Jetomic’s, 2836. 

In Class B bowling, Niblo’s 
Insurance’s 2707 was tops. Other 
ranking teams were Dept. 27-7 
Inspection, 2701, Lucky 40, 2630, 
and Hard Heads 2590. 


Dan Wilson, Convair, took the 
lead in three individual events. 
He took Class A all-events with 
1873; Class'A singles with 643 
and Class A doubles with Weldon 
Dyer at 1206. 

Other leaders in Class A all 
events were: C. B. Mitchella, 
1814; Sam Elliston, 1792 and B. 
Watters, 1779. 

Class A Singles: A. D. Stark, 
630; A1 Wenzel, 626; and C. Faul- 
kerson, 620. 

Class A Doubles: Jack Parke- 
E. Hart, 1201; Sam Elliston-C. 
Veach, 1201; and G. Bavousett 
and T O’Reilly 1185. 

Class B all events: B. Tou- 
douze, 1805; Rollo Hands, 1692; 
C. Williams, 1674 and F. D. Fox, 
1635. 

Class B singles: W. J. Williams, 
611; Rollo Hands, 601; H. Ray, 
599; and B. Toudouze, 592. 

Class B doubles: R. Smith-Dell 
Hill, 1150; H. McMahon-J. Wil¬ 
liams, 1120; G. Miller-A. Preston, 
1114; and B. Eason-L. McDonald, 
1103. 


Niblo Bumped 
In 13th Week 

Niblo Insurance got knocked off 
their top spot last week when a 
fired-up Machine Shop team 
bowled the high team series for 
the year—3063. Niblo bowled a 
2988. 

That put Dead Apples in the 
lead in the Convair Departmental 
League with a 33^ to 14 record. 
They are a half game ahead of 
the Niblo group. 

Before the Dec. 9 bowling at 
B & R Bowlanes, the Niblo team, 
consisting of Dept. 65 employees, 
held the first place notch for 12 
straight weeks. 

Team members are: B. J. Ward, 
captain, A. D. Starke, Ike Dun¬ 
can, Jim Moad and Ed Tucknies. 


CRA Shutterbugs Halt 
Meetings 'Til Jan. 10 

CRA shutterbugs will take a 
vacation during the ■ Christmas 
season, Stan Orrick, commissioner, 
announced this week. 

Their regular meeting dates 
were postponed until Jan. 10, at 
the CRA Center. 

The group held their regular 
quarterly contest Dec. 13 but re¬ 
sults were not available at Con- 
vairiety press time. 


Badminton Seeks 
New Players 

You’ve got a treat in store if 
you like to play badminton. 

In fact, it’s even fun to learn. 

“Anyone can have fun,” said 
Ken Browne, CRA badminton 
commissioner, “even while they’re 
learning.” 

Several Convair employees meet 
at 8 p.m. each Monday and Wed¬ 
nesday at Stripling Junior High 
School. 

If you’ve never been there, the 
gym is on the second floor. 

CRA provides the equipment. 
All you need are tennis shoes 
and comfortable clothes. 

Further information about the 
badminton group is available 
from the CRA office, ext. 541 or 
Browne at ext. 2131. 


ATHLETES—Badminton occupies the spare time of this foursome and many more. They are Ken 
Browne, Charles Fletcher, T. W. Toler, and Eric Harbome. They play Mondays and Wednesdays. 
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HEADING FOR THE DRINK—An R3Y at San Diego starts down inclined ramp toward water 
atop its beaching gear. Propellers are used for brakes. 


An entirely new concept in beaching- and launching 
seaplanes has been developed at Convair San Diego for 
handling R3Y “Tradewind” transports. 

Revealed publicly for the first time last month during 
a press demonstration of Navy products was the unique 
mobile beaching cradle which makes the 80-ton turboprop 
transport handle like an amp hibian. 

With the cradle the R3Y can 1 


climb in, and out of the water 
under its own power. When ready 
for taxi test or flight the R3Y 
floats free and leaves the cradle 
behind. 

“Seaplanes until now have 

m- 

M v 




AMPHIBIAN—Beaching gear for R3Y is equipped for both sea 
and land. At left G. W. Mathews of Dept. 300 is in ’cockpit" 
from which he can steer, brake, or make gear submerge enough to 


permit R3Y to float free. At right he checks R3Y hull which fits 
snugly but is protected from damage by rubber tires and pads 
Center shows pad system contoured to fit hull’s lines. 


SHOVE OFF, COXSWAIN—Beaching gear floats free and 
R3Y is ready to leave, unencumbered by wheels. Few minutes 


after these pictures were taken beaching gear returned to shore 
under its own power—four husky outboard motors, 25 h.p. each. 


SAC Cites B-36 Wins For 
Performance in Pacific 

A “USAF Outstanding Unit Award” was announced 
last week for a B-36-equipped wing, SAC’s 92nd Bomb 
Wing at Fairchild AFB, Spokane, Wash. 

The announcement was made 1 


by Air Force Secretary Harold E. 
Talbott. 

The decoration is the highest 
which can be awarded an Air 
Force organization for peacetime 
operation. It was made to recog¬ 
nize the wing’s performance for 
the first mass flight of B-36s to 
the Far East in August. 

The award goes to a unit which 
has distinguished itself in sup¬ 
port of military operations, or by 
service of an exceptional nature 
or international significance. 

The award compares to the 
Legion of Merit award for an 
individual. 

The B-36s left Fairchild Aug. 


23, 1954, and landed at Kadena 
AFB, on Okinawa. There they 
went through an intensive 10-day 
training program over the Far 
East. 

This is the first time that SAC, 
the nation’s long range atomic 
striking force, has sent a B-36 
wing to the Pacific for any length 
of time. 

The 92nd is a unit of SAC’s 
Fifteenth Air Force. 


Taxpayers! Keep 
Records Current 

With the end of 1954 in 
sight, Convair employees were 
again reminded to see to it that 
Convair has their correct ad¬ 
dresses on file—so that there 
will be no slip when W-2 forms 
are mailed out, for income tax 
purposes. 

Also, for those whose tax 
status has changed (by mar¬ 
riage or divorce or by acquiring 
dependents) it is important to 
see that the company has ac¬ 
curate information. This infor¬ 
mation is used every pay day 
in determining the proper de¬ 
ductions. 


Turboliner's List of 
Passengers Mounting 

More than 3,400 passengers 
now have gone aloft in the Alli¬ 
son Turboliner, a Convair model 
240 powered by Allison turbo¬ 
props. 

The airplane made its 500th 
flight recently during a Washing 
ton D.C. tour with James H. 
Douglas, Under Secretary of the 
Air Force, aboard. During visits 
to various cities the Turboliner 
frequently schedules five and six 
flights a day and often makes 
additional hops to accommodate 
the overflow demand. This is 
America’s first commercial type 
turboprop transport. It was con¬ 
verted at San Diego in 1950. 


Naval Reserve Unit 
Moved to Azusa 

Headquarters for Naval Re¬ 
serve Aviation Company 11-16 
(Guided Missiles) has been moved 
from Pasadena to Aerojet-Gen¬ 
eral Corporation in Azusa, Com¬ 
mander W. C. Michaels, USNR, 
public relations officer, (Convair 
Pomoma Dept. 6) said last week. 

Membership in the unit, which 
meets the second and fourth Wed¬ 
nesday evenings of each month, 
is open to all Naval Reserve per¬ 
sonnel, both men and women, of 
any classification. Unit members 
earn retirement and promotional 
credit by attendance, assignments 
to special tours of duty, and the 
completion of correspondence 
courses. 

Further information may be 
obtained by contacting Michaels 
at ext. 6121 or 6131. 






B 36s IN THE PACIFIC—Convair built B-36s of Strategic Air Command, part of planes of 92nd 
Bombardment Wing recently deployed to the Far East for a 90-day period soar majestically over 
Pacific en route to'base on Guam. Visit was in keeping with SAC's policy of maintaining global mo- 
bility.—USAF Photo 


always been hampered by their 
need for elaborate equipment 
and shore-based personnel for 
beaching and docking,” said 
J. B. Torrance, R3Y project 
engineer. 

“Convair started studies almost 
10 years ago, seeking ways to re¬ 
duce personnel and equipment to 
a minimum, thereby making the 
beaching gear as mobile as the 
modern seaplane,” he added. 

“This self-powered cradle is 
part of a far reaching program 
being developed along those 
lines under Navy research con¬ 
tracts.” 

As early as 1951 the idea of a 
self-powered cradle was being in¬ 
vestigated. Developed first as a 
one-tenth scale model, the cradle 
was given extensive tests in Con- 
vair’s Hydrodynamic Laboratory 
and on San Diego Bay. 

Leaders in this development 
program were such men as J. H. 
Famme, then R3Y project engi¬ 
neer and now assistant SD chief 
engineer, and other engineers 
such as Basil Isham, Ray Farns¬ 
worth, Dick Cross, Bill Barkley, 
Paul Brady and Verne Mathews 
and others. 

When specifications were final¬ 
ly decided upon, the actual work 
of building the cradle was sub¬ 
contracted. This first cradle was 
improved greatly through the ef¬ 
forts of such men as Don Ger- 
meraad, Convair’s chief test pilot 
on Navy products; Art Kellogg 
and R. G. Sharp of the R3Y proj¬ 
ect office; C. C. Scott and others 
from field operations including 
G. W. Mathews (Dept. 300), the 
current “driver” of the cradle. 

The present self-powered cradle 
is constructed of aluminum and 
weighs 25,000 pounds. It can be 
disassembled and shipped aboard 
the R3Y (representing about half 
its payload) or aboard any large 
seaplane. 

Power to maneuver the gear 
while in the water is supplied by 
four 25 horsepower outboard 
motors. 

Two long box-like pontoons are 
supported by four sets of dual 
rubber tires. On land the R3Y 
rides aboard like a giant swan on 
a toy wagon, supplying the neces¬ 
sary power for movement with 
its propellers. Attendants “drive” 
the cradle by turning the rear 
wheels by pneumatic power. 
Power brakes also make it pos¬ 
sible to stop the unit or to hold 
it stationary while engine runs 
are accomplished. 

Reverse power on the propel¬ 
lers enables the R3Y to safely 
lower itself down the ramp in¬ 
cline and into the water. It can 
climb out of the water just as 
easily with forward thrust. 

Once in the water, a compress¬ 
ed air system causes the pontoons 
to submerge slightly, enough so 
the R3Y can float clear of 16 sup¬ 
porting hull pads which are hung 
transversely between the pon¬ 
toons. Once the seaplane has left 
the cradle, four outboard motors 
drive the beaching gear to the 
dock where it waits until the 
plane returns. Then the proce¬ 
dure is reversed. 

Either of these operations 
can be accomplished in less 
than 10 minutes. 

“The old method required as 
much as an hour to beach a sea¬ 
plane. It called for a number of 
powered winches or tractors, hun¬ 
dreds of yards of heavy hawsers, 
anchored buoys, several boats and 
from 15 to 18 men on shore,” 
Torrance said. “At best the 
operation was extremely hazard¬ 
ous for men and equipment. 

“With this cradle the R3Y can 
be launched or beached by four 
I men.” 


Ingenious Gear Acts 
As Shore Legs' For 
Tradewinds on Land 





































SAN DIEGO, CALIF. POMONA, CALIF. DAINGERFIELD, TEX. FORT WORTH, TEX. 

Vol 7 No. 26 Wednesday, December 29, 1954 


Fort Worth and 
Daingerfield 

EDITION 

Fort Worth Division news 
office: ext. 5290. 

Daingerfield Division news 
office: ext. 424. 




UNDER WRAPS — A peek at the future, denied to most of Convair for the present, is taken by 
these Convair FW men who represent four phases needed for development of supersonic B-58 bomb¬ 
er: A. E. Northcott (tooling), Hugh McClure (long range planning), W. H. Flickinger (development) and 
S. A. Mayfield (engineering). Beneath cover is model of B-58. 


They Don't Wear Beards and Red Suits, 
But Convair Has Many a Santa Claus 


A little girl in a ragged dress 
grasped a doll and pulled it close 
to her tiny body. She looked at 


the doll—then upward to the man 
standing nearby. 

He didn’t have on a red suit 


XMAS JOY—This scene was reenacted many, many times Dec. 
18 as workers on Fix-a-Toy project delivered the goods. There 
simply is no way to measure the joy and happiness this effort 
brought. 


Christmas Giving Helps 
600 'Adopted' Families 

A lot of Convair FW people received a lot fewer 
Christmas cards this year than usual. 

But because they did, some 600 Fort Worth families 
benefitted by such stable items as food and Christmas 

clothes and toys. 


and black shiny boots. He wasn’t 
fat or particularly jolly. He 
didn’t have a long white beard or 
rosy red cheeks. 

But he was Santa Claus, none 
theless. 

He was one of the thousands 
of Convair Fort Worth employees 
who played Santa Claus this year. 

What made him so like Santa 
was his heart. A heart so big 
that he could take time from his 
own busy schedule to make sure 
that little girls and little boys 
would be happy this Christmas. 

He—like so many others— 
worked hard to make old toys 
like new. He knew the true 
meaning of Christmas—giving to 
others. 

That’s why Convair’s Fix-a-Toy 
program never completely dies 
out from year to year. The feel 
ing goes on through the months 
to make each new program big¬ 
ger than before. 

During 1954, Convair FW em¬ 
ployees worked more than 4,000 
manhours on the project. They 
used 35 gallons of paint, 265 feet 
of tricycle tires. 

They fixed up 364 tricycles, 112 
wagons and 62 automobiles. 
Hundreds of dolls got new 
clothes, wigs and arms or legs. 

And all the thousands of toys 
got new owners. Owners who 
probably never had toys like 
these before. 

The toys went to some 3,000 
children in about 600 families— 
a large portion of the unfortunate 
(Continued on Page 8) 


B-58 Contracts 
Highlight Year 
At Convair FW 

Convair this week ends one of the most successful 
years in its long history, and faces a New Year of chal¬ 
lenge and opportunity. 

“The year just passed will go down in the books as one 
of major accomplishments at all our plants,” Gen. Joseph 
T. McNarney, Convair president, said in a year - end 
message. 

“At Fort Worth we made 
steady strides toward the 


FW Management Club 
Will Meet at Casino 

The first meeting of Convair 
Fort Worth Management Club 
for the New Year will be held 
Jan. 26 at the Casino. 

During the meeting new offi¬ 
cers will be installed. 

Dr. Ralph W. Ogan of Kansas 
City, will be the principal speak¬ 
er. 


What it all adds up to is the 
Christmas spirit that snowballed 
through Convair Fort Worth this 
year. In all it added up to sever¬ 
al thousand dollars. Money that 
ordinarily would have been spent 
on Christmas cards for fellow 
employees this year went to help 
the needy. 

Dept. 24 alone collected about 
$1,000. They provided Christmas 
(Continued on Page 8) 


supersonic bomber, the B-58, and 
achieved a production contract, 
while continuing extensive B-36 
work. 

“At San Diego there were first 
flights of the R3Y Tradewind 
and the remarkable XFY-1 air¬ 
plane called the Pogo, while 
several new models of the Con- 
vair-Liner designs were intro¬ 
duced. 

“At Pomona increased produc¬ 
tion schedules were met without 
any schedule slippage and the 
future prospects for this division 
are truly exciting.” 

As for 1955 and the future, the 
picture was not as easy to pin 
down as in other years, even in 
generalities. 

“There are a great many 
things in the ‘crystal ball’ but 
positive predictions are very dif¬ 
ficult at this time,” J. V. Naish, 
Convair executive vice president, 
said. 

“Aside from the basic contracts 
that we all know about, there are 
a number of projects that have 
tremendous potential. There are 
the usual obstacles to be over¬ 
come, of course, but we look for¬ 
ward to the future with great 
confidence. Just a few days be¬ 
fore Christmas we had some very 
good news indeed. 

“One thing I can say, how¬ 
ever, is that I am certain 1955 
will be a year of great decisions 
for Convair and one of challenge 
and opportunity for all of us.” 

★ ★ ★ 

Building and grooming B-36 
bombers; planning for the B-58; 
getting ready to build parts for 
the B-52; testing the YC-131C 
turboprop; operating a new 
atomic reactor. 

These were among the high¬ 
lights of 1954 at Convair Fort 
Worth as cited by August C. 
Esenwein, Convair vice president 
and Fort Worth manager. 
ATOMIC REACTOR 

An atomic reactor — the first 
in Texas—went into operation at 
Convair Fort Worth in 1954. 

It is used as a source of radia¬ 
tion for tests in connection with 
development of atomic - powered 
aircraft. 

The reactor is located in a 
separate area. Near it are only 
those employees whose work re- 


As a division of General 
Dynamics Corporation, Convair 
was interested this week in 
the year - end statement of 
President John Jay Hopkins in 
which he announced: 

“The corporation’s backlog 
of unfilled orders — contracts, 
firm orders and letters of in¬ 
tent — was estimated at $923 
million as of Sept. 30 . . . 

“Our plans for the future call 
for continued effort in the 
cause of defense but also an 
aggressive interest in further 
diversification, and emphasis 
on developments relating to the 
peacetime industrial uses of 
atomic energy . . 


Ice Show Draws 46,400 
For Six Performances 

A howling success! 

That was Convair Recreation Association's 1954 Ice 
Show and Christmas Party for Convair Fort Worth em¬ 
ployees and their families. 


And attendance figures back it 
up. Estimated attendance for the 
six performances was a whopping 
46,400. 

Biggest crowd was Sunday 
night when 8,200 people jam- 
packed the Coliseum. Sunday 
matinee drew the second largest 
crowd, an estimated 8,000. 


The audience seemed to like 
what they saw. They watched 
what many have termed the best 
show yet. 

All in all it was the result of 
hours and hours of planning and 
practice. Lighting had to be just 
right. Ice decoration and deco¬ 
rations throughout the Coliseum 
(Continued on Page 8) 


quires that they be nearby. Em¬ 
ployees working with the reactor 
have been trained at various 
Atomic Energy Commission 
plants and labs where other re¬ 
actors are located. 

B-36s AND SAM-SAC 

Convair employees continued 
to build new B-36s through the 
first eight months of the year. 
The last B-36 was a Model J 
which can take off at a weight 
of more than 400,000 pounds. 

But B-36s haven’t disappeared. 
All B-36s are being run through 
the plant every two years to be 
brought up to date, inspected and 
maintained. 

THE B-58 

The B-58 program is being car¬ 
ried out under the Air Force’s 
“weapons system management” 
idea. This new plan gives Con¬ 
vair the job of finding, develop¬ 
ing, buying and installing all 
items of equipment (except en¬ 
gines) which used to be supplied 
by the government. 

THE TURBOPROP 

During the year Convair FW 
converted two model 340s (Con- 
vair-Liners) to turboprop YC- 
131Cs, planes with gas turbine 
engines which turn propellers. 
PARTS FOR B-52 

During the year the Fort 
Worth plant won a subcontract 
to build a number of tail fins 
and outer wing panels for the 
B-52 jet bomber. 

SAFETY HONORS 

The award of honor, highest 
safety award of the National 
Safety Council, was presented to 
the plant in June. This recog¬ 
nized employees’ 1953 safety re¬ 
cord. 

CON-TRIB-CLUB 

Through their own Con-Trib- 
Club, Convair employees donated 
about $167,000 in 1954 to Fort 
Worth charitable, civic and edu¬ 
cation agencies, and to other 
Convair employees through C-T- 
C’s Emergency Aid program. 
SAVINGS BONDS 

In Convair Fort Worth’s an¬ 
nual drive for purchases of U. S. 
Savings Bonds, Convair Fort 
Worth employees set a new na¬ 
tion-wide record. More than 6,000 
employees signed up as members 
in the “Five for Fifteen Club.” 
Members are those who agree to 
payroll deduction of at least $5 
per week toward purchase of a 
$100 bond (or larger). 
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Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are due 
during the period Dec. 15 through Dec. 
31: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, H. R. Elkins. 
Dept. 6, E. C. Treinen, W. V. Wilson. 
Dept. 8, C. F. McClure. Dept. 9, W. G. 
Harries. Dept. 11, R. Powelson. Dept. 
20, M. G. McLendon, J. P. Rhodes. 

Dept. 22, W. E. Franz. Dept. 24, I. 
R. Henderson, L. R. Wilson. Dept. 27, 
B. H. Price, C. P. Schenck Jr. Dept. 
28, F. E. Stanley. Dept. 29, R. F. 
Kincaid. 

Dept. 40, W. M. Boucher. Dept. 47, 
O. B. Millican, S. V. Wheeler Jr. Dept. 
48, E. B. Piwonka. Dept. 50, C. W. 
Black, C. D. CoVart, N. E. Deakins, 
E. E. Johnson. 

Dept. 65, R. A. Messick, J. M. 
Strother. Dept. 73, A. H. Franklin, G. 

B. Parks. Dept. 74, G. M. Joiner. Dept. 
76, T. D. Hughes. Dept. 91, E. R. Mot¬ 
ley. Dept. 92, J. T. Pool. Dept. 94, R. 
L. Jones. Dept. 96, W. A. Pearson, S. 
H. Pittman. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, M. B. Phil¬ 
lips. Dept. 4, J. C. Battenfield, C. L. 
Baxter, H. R. Hughes, N. G. Johnson, 
D. T.. Pare, R. E. Wadsworth. Dept. 6, 
J. Bavousett, R. D. Bronson, A. S. 
Cook, R. N. Hoke, L. W. Hubbard, I. 
N. Samuels. 

Dept. 8, T. H. Fitch, J. M. Jones. 
Dept. 9, M. H. Brooks, M. D. Ship- 
man. Dept. 11, M. E. Dingier, W. S. 
Standifer, J. L. Stewart. 

Dept. 22, C. E. Epperson, D. Epper¬ 
son, W. D. Hale, B. D. Marshall, D. 
Polnac, B. C. Poole. E. A. Scoggins, J. 
W. Stevens, F. K. Thompson. 

Dept. 24, A. Cronk, B. Ef. Holla- 
baugh, J. W. Roach Jr. Dept. 25, W. 

C. Atkinson. Dept. 31, D. H. Estill, H. 
C. Hoover, T. L. Horton. Dept. 33, T. 
H. Skidmore, J. V. Workman. 

Dept. 74, M. S. Newberry Jr., W. L. 
Northcutt. Dept. 75, W. J. Littrell. 
Dept. 76, R. R. Frazier, T. J. Hawkins, 
W. H. Lambert. Dept. 82, B. J. Sparks. 
Dept. 96, W. L. Allen. 

DAINGERFIELD 

Fiftesn-year pin: F. S. Perkins, super¬ 
intendent of machine shops and main¬ 
tenance. 

Births 

DAINGERFIELD 

GLOVER—Son, Ashley Wayne, 7 lbs. 
4 oz., born Dec. 10 to Mr. and Mrs. D. 
J. Glover, Dept. 8. 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

LEWIS—James B., Dept. 31, died 
Dec. 7 while at work at Convair Fort 
Worth. Survived by his wife, two daugh¬ 
ters, three sisters, one brother and two 
grandchildren. 

Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative, ef¬ 
fective Dec. 8 are: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to senior de¬ 
sign engineer, W. K. Bailey, W. F. 
Harbison; to design engineer, R. R. 
Beyer, R. Brehany, B. R. Reardon; to 
senior field engineer, G. R. Cearley, 
R. E. Squyres; to engineering illustra¬ 
tions editor, C. H. Croxton Jr.; 

To aerophysics engineer, R. L. Hines, 
J. H. Mims; to structures engineer, W. 
H. Humphries Jr., T. M. McQuin; to 
senior areodynamice engineer, W. E. 
Klegka; to senior structures engineer, 
C. D. Little; to engineering writer, H. 
W. Schmuck; to senior nuclear en¬ 
gineer, F. W. Smith; to aerodynamics 
engineer, J. M. Whiteley. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: to senior tabu¬ 
lating analyst, R. W. Carson. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: to me¬ 
chanical design engineer A, J. B. 
Jaynes Jr., L. E. Tackett. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: to senior 
chemist, W. J. Jones. 

Dept. 64, Development Field Opera¬ 
tions: to assistant foreman, W. C. 
Brown Jr. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: 
to tool manufacturing assistant fore¬ 
man, N. W. McLaughlin, T. Puckett, 
H. N. Wilcox; to tool manufacturing 
foreman, H. W. Riddle. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestions totaling $967.10 for the period 
ending Dec. 15: 

Dept. 20, Traffic: L. Albert, E. L. 
Langley. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: Harold 
Lee Brown. 

Dept. 29, Inspection - Modernization : 
Eugene Flenniken, Arthur P. Rose. 

Dept. 48, Fuel and Oil Tank Sealing: 
Wayne C. Haun. 

Dept. 63, Modernization Flight and 
Delivery: J. C. Patterson. 

Dept. 73, Electrical Bench: P. H. 
Kendrick, T. C. Wallace, A. R. Reese. 


Personals 


CLOSE WORK—All gauges at Convair Fort Worth get the once-over at least once a month. 
Here, Bill Rogers and A. C. Hicks, Dept. 27, do some of the minute work needed to make repairs. 


Checkups Keep Convair Gauges 
From Untimely End in Scrap 

Gauges—all sizes and types—are getting a new lease 
on life at Convair Fort Worth. 

That's because two Dept.. 27 employees spend their 
days doing complicated work that would put a veteran 


FORT WORTH 

Words cannot express my sincere, 
heartfelt thanks for the many acts of 
kindness and understanding sympathy 
shown me during the passing of my 
husband, Garland Hewett. (Dept. 82). 

Mr9. Doris Hewett 
* * * 

I'd like to express my thanks for the 
contribution of the Convair Employees 
Con-Trib-Club during my wife’s recent 
illness. Everything was gratefully ap¬ 
preciated. 

C. C. Whitlock,. Dept. 22-5 


Does Convair have your correct 
home address? 

You will be doing yourself a 
favor by keeping Convair up to 
date on your income tax exemp¬ 
tions. 


watchmaker to shame 

The two are Bill Rogers and 
A. C. Hicks. Their job is mainte¬ 
nance of the hundreds of pres¬ 
sure and vacuum gauges used 
throughout the plant. Gauges 
range from 30 to 20,000 pounds 
per square inch of pressure. 

Every 30 days or so the gauges 
must be checked for accuracy. If 
they’re in good shape they’re just 
tested. But many times the 
gauges are practically beyond 
repair. 

“At least that’s what they 
think when they bring them in 
to us,” said Rogers. “But there 
aren’t many we have to scrap.” 

Both Hicks and Rogers make it 
a practice to save every part 
they might have any use for. 
They keep a “morgue” of parts 
like pointers, bezels, faces, cases 
and screws. This also turns out 
to be just about their only source 
of supply. 

And the “morgue” comes in 
mighty handy at times. Rogers 
and Hicks proved it recently. 

A gauge from a hydraulic test 
stand was sent into the inspec¬ 
tion test lab for its regular 
checkup. 

“It was really in bad shape,” 
said Rogers. “One of the worst 
I’ve seen.” 

The glass was chipped and 
loose. This meant that plenty of 
oil, dust and moisture had had 
plenty of time to rust the inside. 

The glass face was so black¬ 
ened and cracked that the num¬ 
bers and gradations couldn’t be 
read. Screws had rusted in firm¬ 
ly. The movements were so gum¬ 
med up they hardly moved. 

“I’ve never seen such a hope¬ 
less mess,” Hicks recalled. “But 
we made up our minds to fix it.” 

When the gauge was taken 
apart, cleaned and oiled, the 
movement showed little signs of 
wear. A new dial face was cut to 
size and painted with numbers 
and gradations. 

The case was sandblasted to re¬ 
move the layer of paint and rust. 
Next came primer and then paint. 
A new glass was cut and the 
missing clamps and screws re¬ 
placed. 

The gauge assembled, Rogers 
tested it on a dead weight tester 
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for the correct tolerance. The 
serial number and inspection 
stamp came next. A like-new 
gauge went back to the hydraulic 
test stand. 

“Luckily, all gauges don’t need 
as many repairs as that one,” said 
Rogers. “But they all present a 
challenge to us.” 

Evidently Rogers and Hicks are 
pretty good at meeting the chal¬ 
lenge: few gauges get scrapped. 


University Students 
And Profs Visit FW 

Twenty-seven students and 
three professors from the John 
Brown University of Siloam 
Springs, Ark., visited Convair 
Fort Worth last week. Their visit, 
a part of their study of engineer¬ 
ing, was sponsored by the univer¬ 
sity’s Engineers’ Club. 


Light' Wrench 
Merits Award 

There’s at least one employee 
at Convair Fort Worth who be¬ 
lieves in “building a better mouse¬ 
trap.” 

He’s J. C. Patterson of Dept. 
63, modernization flight and de¬ 
livery. His “mousetrap” is a 
wrench—a really new kind of 
wrench that will save Convair 
dollars. 

Besides that, Patterson got a 
tidy sum for inventing it. The 
highest Employee Suggestion 
award received by a second shift 
employee this year! 

Patterson is a field and service 
mechanic on second shift. One 
of his big jobs is adjusting the 
water injection system on engines 
of SAM-SAC B-36s. 

Before Patterson’s idea, the job 
was time-consuming and tedious. 
The water tank of the engines 
had to be removed, drained and 
the pump taken apart. Adjust¬ 
ments made, the tank was re¬ 
installed and the water pressure 
was tested. 

Sometimes the pressure read¬ 
ings were right and sometimes 
they weren’t. That meant the 
whole time-consuming job had to 
be faced again, until the engine 
water pressure was right. 

“It seemed like a waste of man¬ 
hours,” said Patterson. “But 
thpv^ was no other way to do it. 

“I thought and thought. Then 
I came up with this new type 
wrench. I made one up at home 
and brought it to work.” 

The wrench has an 18-inch 
handle and an electric light on 
the end of it. It is so built that 
adjustments can be made under 
water and the light permits the 
user to see what he is doing. 


GENERAL DYNAMICS 
CREATES FELLOWSHIP 
A $4,000 annual fellowship, to 
be known as the “General Dy¬ 
namics fellowship in nuclear engi¬ 
neering,” has been created at 
Case Institute of Technology. The 
first will be awarded next spring, 
effective in the academic year 
starting in September. 


Officers and Committee Heads 
Of Convair Club to Be Installed 


Twenty-five Convair Fort 
Worth employees will take office 
in the Convair Management Club 
next month in a meeting Jan. 26. 

S. J. Middleton, president-elect, 
this week announced committee 
chairmen who will be installed. 

They are L. C. Calhoun, Dept. 
22, program chairman; W. H. 
Knight, Dept. 25, foreman; W. R. 
Dudley, Dept. 92, membership; 
J. H. Smith Jr., Dept. 50, recep¬ 
tion; Jack Shaver, Dept. 20, spe- 


FORMER CONVAIR MAN 
AIRMAN OF MONTH 

Rey D. Fackrell, former Con¬ 
vair SD man, now an airman 
first class in the USAF, has been 
named “Airman of the Month” at 
Moody Air Force Base, Valdosta, 
Ga. His father, Howard D. Fack¬ 
rell is in plant protection at Plant 
2 and his mother is in Dept. 252. 


fcial events. 

M. A. Stewart, Dept. 24, consti¬ 
tution and by-laws; Mai Hollo¬ 
way, Dept. 2-5, public relations; 
Tommy Porter, Dept. 65, ways 
and means; G. B. Henry, Dept. 22, 
historian; C. H. Van Duke, Dept. 
50, ticket administration. 

A. E. Northcott, Dept. 24, ser- 
geant-at-arms; L. E. Maxwell, 
Dept. 20, property custodian; 
N. L. Johnson, Dept. 26, audit and 
budget; D. H. Curlee, Dept. 29, 
civic affairs. 

Other officers are: R. E. Walk- 
ington, vice president (first 
shift); Ralph Wagner, corre¬ 
sponding secretary; Tom Croft, 
recording secretary; Fred Gignil- 
liat, treasurer. 

Board of control members are: 
G. E. Beckham, W. E. Harrison, 
J. D. Lanier, J. O. Muncy and 
J. R. Shuter. 


LIT UP—J. C. Patterson of 
Dept. 63 at FW and special 
wrench he devised. Note light 
on end. 


Turner Appointed 
To Aviation Group 

Loyd L. Turner, special assist¬ 
ant to the manager at Convair 
Fort Worth, has been named vice 
chairman of the aviation commit¬ 
tee of the Forth Worth Chamber 
of Commerce. Another vice chair¬ 
man is Jim Fuller, director of 
publicity at Bell Aircraft, Fort 
Worth. Fuller formerly was in 
public relations at Convair. 


FOR OTHERS—B. E. Somer and Jack Guy sort toys they gave to needy families at Christmas. 
They helped organize Christmas fund in process control department at Fort Worth. This was typical 
of departments throughout the plant. 
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A Storm Means Action 
For Convair Men in CAP 

A phone call in, the early hours of the morning usually 
means trouble to five Convair Pomona people. But not 
necessarily trouble of their own. 

They are all members of the Civil Air Patrol, and a 
phone call in the night—“It invariably comes at 3 a.m.,” 
said one member—frequently means that an airplane is 
missing, has presumably crashed, and the Air Force is 
calling on the CAP to render assistance in the search. 

“As soon as possible we estab- ' 
lish a base of operations, com 


plete with communications equip¬ 
ment, in the probable area of the 
crash,” said Capt. Hal Wagner 
(Dept. 3), commander of Old 
Baldy Squadron 89. “Then we 
fly sorties over the area until we 
discover the plane. Once a search 
plane discovers wreckage, it re¬ 
mains over the scene until re¬ 
lieved to direct the ground search 
parties.” 

Wagner at present is the only 
Convair employee who is a mem¬ 
ber of Old Baldy Squadron, but 
four Convair men and women and 
the son of another belong to Po¬ 
mona Squadron 59. They are: 
M/Sgt. Robert C. Lee (Dept. 72), 
commandant of cadets; M/Sgt. 
Walter F. Crutchfield (Dept. 72), 
communications officer; Pvt. Ray 
Heumann (Dept. 6), operations 
and training officer; Barbara 
Fergus (Dept. 6); and Cadet 
Gary Chapman, son of D. E. 
Chapman (Dept. 72). 

“We are usually called out at 
least once for every storm, and 
in the last year of operations the 
CAP in this area has failed to 
find only one lost plane—and it is 
still lost,” Wagner continued. 

Members of the CAP serve 
without pay, purchase their own 
uniforms, and some of them use 
their own airplanes. They give 
up one or two evenings a week 
to attend meetings, and some of 
them sacrifice pay to join in the 
searches. But they all do it vol¬ 
untarily and willingly. 

Not all CAP members are 
pilots, and those who have pilots 
licenses must meet certain quali¬ 
fications before they are rated as 
search pilots. The CAP also con 
ducts ground search and rescue 
parties, maintains radio communi¬ 
cations, and performs other duties 
as needed and directed by the 
Air Force. 

Cadet training is an important 
function of the CAP. Young men 
and women between 15 and 18 
years of age are given aviation 
and communications training 
which would be helpful should 
they eventually choose careers in 
the Air Force. 

“We also work in close co¬ 
operation with the local Civil De¬ 
fense authorities,” Wagner said. 
“The CAP has been called upon 
to evacuate patients from iso¬ 
lated places, to fly doctors to re¬ 
mote areas, and we receive 
training in radiological control.” 

Both squadrons can use addi¬ 
tional members, especially men 
with skiing or mountaineering 
experience. Pilots are always wel¬ 
comed, and women who have in¬ 
terest in any phase of aviation or 
communications are also needed. 
There are always vacancies for 
cadets. Pomona Squadron 59 
meets at 7:30 p.m. Mondays for 
cadets and at 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays 


for senior members, with both 
meetings at 597 South Thomas 
Street, Pomona. Cadets and senior 
members of Old Baldy Squadron 
89 both meet at 8 p.m. Tuesdays 
at the Cable Claremont Airport, 
between Claremont and Upland 
on Highway 66. 

Although the CAP is mostly 
self-supporting—the Air Force 
will loan equipment but supplies 
gas and oil only for search 
missions — the members aren’t 
complaining. Wagner puts it this 
way: 

“I like flying, and when I’m 
out helping with a search for a 
lost plane, it’s comforting to 
think that if I were lost, someone 
would be out searching for me.” 


'Television' Screen Used 
For Ferreting Out Flaws 

There’s not much variety on the “television” screen 
Bill Bierwirth watches day in and out. All he sees on the 
“color set” are green lines and orange tracers. 

But he’s not worried about “trouble on the cable” oi^a 
bad picture tube. 


AIDING CAP — Top photo 
shows M/Sgt. Walter F. Crutch¬ 
field (Dept. 72 Pomona) with 
walkie-talkie. Lower picture shows 
M/Sgt. Robert C. Lee (also Dept. 
72) giving instruction to Cadet 
Gary Chapman, son of D. E. 
Chapman of Dept. 72. 


He knows these lines will make 
modern supersonic aircraft better 
and safer to fly. 

Actually the TV screens are 
better known as a B-scan unit 
and Immerscope. Convair Fort 
Worth’s process control group is 
doing the test work with these 
two units. 

The whole idea is this: employ¬ 
ees can inspect the outside of 
parts and materials, but without 
tricky devices there’s no way to 
see inside. 

So Convair FW uses two mod¬ 
ern methods — X-ray and the 
ultrasonic inspection system. 

With the X-ray, Bierwirth sets 
up his machine, puts the part 
(properly labeled) on the table 
and “shoots” it. Then, by study¬ 
ing the film, a trained person can 
spot any internal flaws in the 
part. 






The Immerscope and B-scan 
unit are a bit more complicated. 
The part, or piece of material is 
placed in a tank and covered with 
water. 

Then the ultrasonic probe 
moves back and forth across the 
part. It not only looks on the 
outside—it looks right through 
to the inside. This “look” shows 
up on the TV screen of the B-scan 
unit. 

As Bierwirth watches the 
screen he sees the tiny green 
lines trace across the part. They 
register the depth of the part— 
and any flaw in the composition. 

By studying the different sig¬ 
nals, a trained person can tell 
exactly what’s wrong. It may be 
porous, it may have flakes or 
bursts. But no matter what the 
flaw—any is dangerous. 

Flaws are something that can’t 
be tolerated — no matter how 
small they might be—in super¬ 
sonic aircraft. That’s why Con¬ 
vair has gone in for this techni¬ 
cal inspection method. 

The same method will be em¬ 
ployed on a much larger scale 
when B-52 and B-58 production is 
in full swing at Fort Worth. 

Until that time, trained per¬ 
sonnel like Bierwirth will continue 
to perfect their “TV” watching. 


B-58 Business Hailed 
As FW ’Xmas Present’ 

Convair Fort Worth’s Air Force 
order for B-58 supersonic bomb¬ 
ers is “Fort Worth’s best 1954 
Christmas present.” 

So spoke the Fort Worth Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce in its monthly, 
magazine in an article detailing 
Convair Fort Worth’s latest con¬ 
tract announcement. The article 
set forth the boost the contract 
will be to the community’s busi¬ 
ness circles. 


FLAW SEEKER—Parts withhold no secrets from Bill Bierwirth of Dept. 28-1 (process control) at Fort 
Worth as he adjusts machine that "looks inside" of part in tank. Any flaw is reproduced on screen. 


INSIDE LOOK—At right, Bierwirth examines lines on Immerscope screen. When there is a flaw, 
red light flashes. At left, he uses another means of being sure of quality by X-raying part. 


Stars of FW Ice Show 
To Seek Globe Title 

Two young amateur skaters 
who starred in 1953 and 1954 in 
Convair Recitation Association’s 
“Melody on Ice” show will com¬ 
pete in Europe in 1955 for the 
world’s championship figure skat¬ 
ing title. 

The two are Lucille Ash, a 
curvy and graceful blonde, and 
Sully Kothman. They met for the 
first time in Fort Worth during 
the 1953 show. Since that time, 
they have skated together almost 
daily. Both are from Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 


1300 Attend Annual 
FW Christmas Dance 

A total of 1,336 guests attended 
the annual Christmas dance given 
by Convair in honor of Convair 
Fort Worth supervisors and their 
wives. Hosts were Mr. and Mrs. 
August C. Esenwein. The dance 
was at Lake Worth Casino. 


LOOKING FOR TROUBLE—Convair Pomona people are in the thick of it when 
there is a Civil Air Patrol search in their area. At far right, Capt. H. M. Wagner 
(Pomona Dept. 3), a squadron commander, looks over flight plan with Lt. R. C. 


Frampton. At left, Pvt. Ray Heumann (Dept. 6) discusses an operation with M/Sgt. 
Forrest Ferris. Center shows a CAP plane searching, mountains north of Pomona for 
a lost aircraft. 
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This is Convairiety's second year-end quiz. The first, which appeared 
Dec. 30, 1953, was well enough received that Convairiety is encouraged 
to try it again.-On these two pages, you will find the highlights of 1954 
brought out in question and answer form. Most of the major happen¬ 
ings which affected Convair are mentioned, in one way or another, and 


a few of the major personalities. Some of the subjects for the questions 
are serious, some are trivial, and some, Convairiety confesses, are down¬ 
right ridiculous. The majority of the questions, however, should not be 
overly difficult for those who have kept up with the news during the 
year. Answers will be found on page 8. 





No. 1 

Biggest single news for 
Convair in 1954 was the 
merger into General Dy¬ 
namics Corporation. The 
photo above was taken as 
the shareholder votes were 
being counted. Who are the 
gentlemen pictured here ? 
And—this is rather tough— 
in what city were they at 
the time? 


★ ★ ★ 



(C) (D) 


No. 2 

All four men shown above are di¬ 
rectors of General Dynamics Corpora¬ 
tion. But only one is a former di¬ 
rector of the Atomic Energy Commis¬ 
sion. Can you identify this one? 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 3 

There were some new faces in 
the military at Convair San 
Diego during 1954, and some new 
gold leaf at Convair Fort Worth. 
Three of the four officers below 
are on duty with Convair. Can 
you name them? 


o 



(A) (B) 


No. 4 

The XC-99, Convair built 
largest operational aircraft in the 
world, visited San Diego in June, 
1954, and carried some cargo to 
Holloman AFB, Alamogordo, 
New Mexico. What for? 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 5 

This is a Convair B-36, one of many 
.eturned to Fort Worth by the Air 
Force for maintenance and moderniza¬ 
tion under the SAM-SAC program 
during 1954. This location near the 
FW plant has a certain name, a name 
incidentally that includes that of a 
flower. Can you give it? 



★ ★ ★ 

No. 6 


Why was one version of the 
Convair Tradewind likened to an 
LST (Landing ship-tank) when 
this model was made public dur¬ 
ing 1954? 

. ★ ★ ★ 

No. 7 

What is the name of the annual 
project at Convair Fort Worth 
which involves the repair of 
thousands of used toys which are 
given to needy children at Christ¬ 
mas ? 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 8 

Convair has two “island out¬ 
posts” located on different 
oceans. True? or false? 


★ ★ ★ 





No. 9 

The two photographs above have to 
do with a Convair plane that made 
history in 1954. The pictures are re¬ 
lated. Can you tell in what way? 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 10 



A new addition to group insur¬ 
ance was made available to Con¬ 
vair employees during 1954, de¬ 
signed to protect the holders in 
case of unusually long and expen¬ 
sive illness. Can you name it? 


★ ★ ★ 

No. 11 

Convair SD during 1954 worked 
how many consecutive days with¬ 
out a disabling injury? Was it 
39, or 49, or 59, or 69 ? 







No. 16 

Convair Pomona had a distin¬ 
guished visitor during 1954 who 
arrived by helicopter. Was it: 

(A) Dwight Eisenhower. 

(B) John Jay Hopkins. 

(C) Charles E. Wilson. 

(D) Curtis LeMay. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 17 

The insignia below is that 
adopted for airplanes of the 
Strategic Air Command, and thus 
adorns many B-36s. True? or 
false ? 


No. 12 


o 


The picture above was snapped on 
Jan. 21, 1954. It shows: 

(A) Esther Williams christening the 
R3Y Tradewind. 

(B) Mrs. Eisenhower christening the 
submarine Nautilus. 

(C) Mrs. Esenwein christening the 
last B-36. 

(D) Mrs. Coggan christening the 
first C-I3IA (Samaritan). 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 18 

The man who won the 1954 
Convair San Diego Golf Open did 
not collect first money. True ? 
or false? 


-o 


No. 19 

Aug. 14 was a day of farewell 
at Convair Fort Worth. This was 
the, day for the flyaway of the 
last production B-36. True? or 
false ? 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 21 

On what date in 1954 did di¬ 
rectors of both Convair and 
General Dynamics approve the 
proposal by which Convair be¬ 
came a division of General Dy¬ 
namics Corporation? 


No. 13 

What causes the white "smoke 
streaming from this high flying B-36? i 
Is it: 

(A) Gasoline being dumped prior to 
landing on a short field? 

(B) Sky writing for audience at 
Dayton Air Show? 

(C) Vapor trails? 

(D) Exhaust from experimental all¬ 
jet B-36? 


No. 14 

Can you distinguish among the 
C-131A, the C-131B and the 
YC-131C ? 


The artist's conception below de¬ 
picts: 

(A) Radar sighting tower planned 
for Convair Fort Worth. 

(B) Addition to wind tunnel at Con¬ 
vair San Diego. 

(C) Proposed penthouse for Con¬ 
vair Daingerfield visitors. 

(D) Elevator-equipped office sug¬ 
gested for Pomona plant. 

<z> 


(€) (D; 

No. 20 

Can you connect the face with 
the name and description? 

One of the men above is C. B. 
Carroll, project engineer on the 
sensationally successful XFY-1 
(called the “Pogo Stick”), the 
“straight up” airplane that made 
its first flights during 1954, in¬ 
cluding the transition from verti¬ 
cal to horizontal. Another is B. 
G. Reed, assistant division 
manager at Fort Worth. An¬ 
other is Frank Davis, who during 
1954 was transferred to Fort 
Worth as chief engineer. Another 
is R. C. (Sparky) Sebold, Convair 
vice president-engineering. 


★ ★ ★ 

No. 15 



f LOSANDELES 75 

*MUR0C.30 

GORMAN 44^- 




No. 22 

These sign posts are located in 
a California community that be¬ 
came “home” for some Convair 
people during 1954. It is near the 
base where they help with F-102 
interceptor testing. Can you 
name it? 


★ ★ ★ 


No. 23 


Here are some more sign posts 
that are “home” to other Convair 
people in Texas. Can you name 
the place? 





UNDfeN-*- i 
^plTTSBURGi 

'jtFfxSSOK'**': 

>-MT_ PLEASANT 

STATE PARK - * 


PES8URG 
IT PLEASANT 




jixas 


*-or£ err 
«~longvie:v 


★ ★ ★ 

No. 24 

“Ficon” used to be the name 
for the B-36 that carries an F-84 
jet fighter. What is the official 
name now? 


★ ★ ★ 

No. 25 

On what date did the first YC- 
131C, the turboprop model 340, 
fly for the first time at Fort 
Worth ? 


★ ★ ★ 

No. 26 


Is Convair Fort Worth work¬ 
ing on the B-58 or the B-52 ? 

★ ★ ★ 



(A) (B) 





No. 27 

This is another study in faces. If 
you have followed the news about 
Convair pilots in 1954 you should be 
able to name three of the four. 
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No. 28 


No. 30 


If you can place these faces you 
can go to the head of the class. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 31 

What happened that made this pic¬ 
ture news in 1954? 

O 


Take your choice of these possibili¬ 
ties: 

(A) Jim Field as he appeared on 
day he became chief of employee ser¬ 
vice at SD. 

( B) Noah L. Bench of 
demonstrating sign language. 

(C) Loyd Turner of FW putting the 
Indian sign on Dallas' bid for the NAF 
convention. 

(D) M. C. Copold of FW at cos¬ 
tume party. 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 29 


Figure this one out. Is it: 

(A) George Leesch of SD demon¬ 
strating power of solar heat. 

(B) That inveterate sportsman Sam 
Keith demonstrating the mating call of 
the bull elk. 

(C) Bill Vogel of SD "sounding the 
A" for his singing society. 

(D) Bob Glowacki of Pomona blow¬ 
ing darts. 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 42 


This picture was taken at Muroc Dry 
Lake. True? or false? 


No. 43 


★ ★ ★ 

No. 35 

The first R3Y “Tradewind” 
made its maiden flight Feb. 25, 
1954. True? or false? 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 36 

All F-102 interceptors built at Con- 
vair San Diego during 1954 were 
transported to their flight test center 
at Edwards Air Force Base by truck 
because it was inadvisable to fly them 
away. True? or false? 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 37 

Convair’s missile named the 
“Terrier” was used successfully 
in an Atlantic Fleet exercise this 
fall. Can you pick out the name 
of the warship from which it was 
fired ? 

(A) USS Norton Sound. 

(B) USS Missouri. 

(C) USS Mississippi. 

(D) USS Gunston Hall. 

★ ★ ★ 


This is a real painting of a Convair 
man at an early age. Is it: 

(A) Eldon Steen, the Pomona skier. 

( B ) Henry Growald, FW chief of 
engineering tests. 

(C) Gerry Bax of SD, former KLM 
pilot. 

(D) Bob Ries of SD, yodel special¬ 
ist for SPEBQSA. 




★ ★ ★ 

No. 44 

Let’s concentrate on figures. 
These girls were in the news be¬ 
cause: 

(A) They will ride on the XF- 
92A in the parade at Pasadena. 

(B) They are six feet tall. 

(C) They advocated a new 
style for women milling machine 
operators. 

(D) They opened CRA beach 
at Fort Worth. 


★ ★ ★ 

No. 48 

A Convair SD son went fishing 
on San Diego Bay during 1954 
and “caught” a $50 bill. True or 
false ? 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 49 

The slogan “Five for Fifteen” 
was used throughout Convair dur¬ 
ing 1954 for: 

(A) Sale of vitamin pills, five 
for 15 cents. 

(B) Boosting a low-rate vaca¬ 
tion trip plan, five persons for a 
15-day period. 

(C) Promoting purchase of 
$100 U. S. Savings Bonds, $5 a 
week for 15 weeks. 

★ ★ ★ 




O 


No. 50 


No. 38 

This power cruiser's size will fool you, 
unless you're careful. What is the 
approximate length? 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 39 

At what Naval Air Station did the 
Convair XFY-I make its first transition i 
from vertical to horizontal flight? 
Was it: 

(A) Black. 

( B Brown. 

(C Blue. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 40 

The supersonic missile called 
the “Terrier” is built at Dainger- 
field, Texas. True or false ? 


No. 32 

You must have read Convairiety to 
know what is taking place in this pic¬ 
ture. Is it: 

(A) Carl Joy and Roy McKelvey of 
SD, getting out Managair? 

(B) Mark Addis and Mel Clause, 
service engineers in Europe, preparing 
a report? 

(C) Joe Shaw and Swannie Swan¬ 
son wrestling with the Washington re¬ 
port? 


No. 45 

During 1954 Convair sportsmen at 
both SD and FW engaged in a boat¬ 
building spree during which they con¬ 
structed their own craft. One thing 

unusual was the material they used. 
Do you remember what this was? 

(A) Aluminum. 

( B ) Fiberglas. 

(C) Birchbark. 

(D) Metlbonded tinfoil. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 46 

Convair, as you know, has 
plants in San Diego, Fort Worth, 
Pomona and Daingerfield. But 
there are others in the General 
Dynamics group. Of the four 

cities listed below, three are the 
homes of General Dynamics con¬ 
cerns, but one is not. Can you 

pick the false one? 

(A) Groton, Conn. 

(B) Bayonne, N. J. 

(C) Montreal, Canada. 

(D) Greenwich, Conn. 






No. 41 

The subject matter behind this 
picture has something to do with 
one of the most significant de¬ 
velopments of the year at Fort 
Worth. If you remember the 
story you can identify Bob 
Shockley of health physics group 
at FW, doing what? 


★ ★ ★ 

No. 47 

And who are these? Take your 
choice: 

(A) Two Convair SD engineers 
specializing, for the moment, in 
hydraulics. 

(B) A. E. Northcott and S. J. 
Middleton, of FW—while attend¬ 
ing NAF convention. 

(C) Two singing waiters at 
old Morehead Club near FW 
plant. 

(D) Var Saunders and Howard 
Hart of Pomona prepared for a 
song and dance act for which 
they are noted. 


★ ★ ★ 

No. 33 

Late in March, 1954, a C-131A 
“Flying Samaritan” flew nonstop 
from San Diego to Washington, 
D.C. in eight hours, ten minutes. 
Was this a new unofficial twin- 
engine speed record? 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 34 

Convair SD’s Cal Bates is dif¬ 
ferent from most golfers. For 
one thing, he shoots better golf. 
But why was he the subject of a 
Convairiety feature during 1954 ? 

o 


This photo appeared in Convairiety 
Aug. II, 1954. It is NOT a picture of 
a Convair 50-year man. What is it? 

★ ★ ★ 


No. 51 

What was unusual about the 
delivery flight of a model 340 
destined for Napier <£ Son, Limit¬ 
ed, accomplished successfully last 
month ? 

(A) Did it land at a Royal Air 
Force field by mistake? 

(B) Was the co-pilot an at¬ 
tractive blonde? (Feminine gen¬ 
der, that is.) 

(C) Did the pilot run a chance 
of getting stuck in the mud ? 

(D) Was it the first turboprop 
340 to cross the Atlantic? 







No. 52 

Shapely Coleen Hulsey of FW 
modeled this picture for Convairiety. 
She was showing a warm weather rid¬ 
ing habit. True? or false? 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 53 

During October, 1954, the Air 
Force announced an order for 
B-58 supersonic bombers and in¬ 
dicated they will be built at Fort 
Worth. True or false? And the 
original announcement by mis¬ 
take failed to include the number 
ordered. True or false? 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 54 

Is this gentleman in the cockpit of 
(A) the mobile beaching gear for the 
R3Y seaplanes? or (B) operating an 
antiaircraft gun at FW? 



★ ★ ★ 

No. 55 

The 1955 NAF convention will 
be in Texas. Will it be in Dallas, 
Fort Worth, Austin or Browns¬ 
ville ? 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 56 

Probably no other cartoon 
drawn by Convairiety’s top car¬ 
toonist, Frank Adams, has been 
reproduced as many times as this 
one. Can you recall the lines that 
go with it? 
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CRA's Annual 


Ice Show and Christmas Party Thrills Thousands at Will Rogers Coliseum 





Across from her were the many people who packed the Coliseum 

here—like Pinkie—for their CRA 


night after night 
Christmas Party 


they were 




They saw acts like pert Josephine Shriver and many other soloists 
very smooth ... and the young ones like this sleigh tull 
1 * unusual * "“ 


Lv li+ /'/Nctnmoc 






Little Diane Bailey, daughter of Frank and Hera Bailey, was one 
of thousands of Convair youngsters who went to CRA’s 1954^Ice 
Show . . . "Pinkie" was terribly excited . . . but Mother had to 
make sure Pinkie looked just right . . . 


Because Pinkie was going to 
tell Santa about that new doll 
she wanted for Christmas ... and 
what a good girl she’d been . . . 


But the family finally got settled in their seats ... and pmcie 
got her cotton candy . . . she somehow managed to keep it out 
of her long red curls too • • . and then she settled back to watch 
the show . . . 








nkie watched choruses of cuties like this number from Fanorama (but maybe Daddy liked these 
£ . .she gasped at Billie Biggs and her thrilling baton act . . and en,oyed Sarah Lee Jen- 
' . . i n • _ • xl • l -elio Uimherl *t the downs and their antics . . . but then . . . 



hen came the best skaters she had ever seen in all her six years . . . vivacious 
ille Ash and Sully Kothman . . . they were SO good . . • and Jane Reiser, 
■ctor of the show. Butch Wilson and Ronnie Owens ... it was all so wonder- 


. . . so thrilling for a youngster . . . When bedtime came is it any wonder 
;ie dreamed of maybe a few years from now . . . when she too might be a star 
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Photographs Tell Story of Highly Successful 1954 for People in CRA's Activities . 



CRA's many activities a 11 r a c t thousands 
throughout the year ... all ages . . . and sizes 
. . . like Cindy Booth and Mike Connally . . . 
two of the younger square dancers . . . 



The annual Easter Egg Hunt was a big highlight . . . kiddies won 
eggs, toys . . . this one a bunny . . . others won and competed 
in other events . . . like Lou Vargo who flew model plane in world 
wide competition . . . one of many model fans at Convair . . . 




Archers held two tourneys . . . and H. G. Cook finally won the 
trophy . . . for keeps . . . CRA's beach was big thing for em¬ 
ployees . . . pretty Barbara Washburn and Nancy Bobbitte help 
improve scenery . . . and Frank Caldarola downed Walter Bradley 
for the Convair tennis title . . . 




Carl Hoera won out over hundreds of golfers to take the plant title . . . Little 
League, Jets and Teeners came through in top shape . . . two city championships, 


one district . . . The camera club held a plantwide slide contest for all employees 
. . . these lucky four took home the prizes given by Stan Orrick, commissioner . . . 




Wing and Masque went through another year of fine performances . . . Some 
had their troubles . . . like "Autumn Garden" cast pictured here . . . but all in 
all ... a very good season . . . More than 600 bowled in first Bell-Convair bowl¬ 
ing tourney . . . B. G. Reed, assistant division manager, helped open affair . . . 


but this was just one of the many tourneys, .events and parties planned by various 
CRA activities ... all CRA ... all for employees . . . guided by these officers, 
Hank Wendorf, Wendell Eldred, Jim White and Bill Parrish . . . And this is the 
end of a highly successful 1954 for CRA! 


t 
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No. 1: John Jay Hopkins, right, president and board chairman 
of General Dynamics Corporation. At left, Edmund Burke, Convair 
secretary. The place? Dover, Del. 

No. 2: Gordon Dean (B) is the correct answer. The others are: 
(A) LaMotte T. Cohu, a former president of Convair; (C) I. M. 
Laddon, a former Convair top executive and longtime director; (D) 
Robert F. Windfohr, prominent Fort Worth oil man. 

No. 3: The three we had in mind are: (A) Col. James F. Mc¬ 
Carthy, who became Air Force representative at San Diego in 1954; 
(C) Capt. Frank Slason, who took over as Bureau of Aeronautics 
representative at San Diego during the year; and (D) Col. C. (Doc) 
Savage, AF representative at Fort Worth who made colonel during 
1954. (B) is Rear Admiral A. J. Wellings, deputy Chief of 

Materials for the Navy, a Pomona visitor during the year. 

No. 4: That cargo was to help set up the Convair F-102 test unit 
at Holloman. 

No. 5: The answer is “compass rose” where navigational instru¬ 
ments and others are checked for accuracy. San Diego also has one. 

No. 6: Because the nose of this particular R3Y opens up. 

No. 7: Fix-a-Toy. About 3,000 children benefitted. 

No. 8: This is true. One is on San Clemente Island off San 
Diego, the other is in Florida in the Banana River area. 

No. 9: The airplane is the amazing XFY-1, the “Pogo ,” shown at 
top being loaded aboard a Navy vessel for shipment to Moffett 
Naval Air Station. The lower picture is a model of the hangar at 
Moffett, along with the “tethering rig” in which the plane flew. 

No. 10: Major medical. 

No. 11: It was 59 days. 

No. 12: Mrs. Eisenhower. 

No. 13: Vapor trails, of course. 

No. 14: All are two-engine transports. The C-131A (based on 
240 design) is the Samaritan, equipped as transport for wounded; 
the C-131B (on 340 design) is a test bed for electronic equipment, 
serving Air Force; YC-131C (also 340) is equipped with turboprop 
engines. 

No. 15: (A) is the correct answer for this question. 

No. 16: It was (C) Secretary of Defense Charles Wilson. 

No. 17: This is SAC's insignia. 

No. 18: True. The winner was Gene Littler, then an amateur and 
thus ineligible. 

No. 19: True this is. . 

No. 20: (A) is Frank Davis, (B) is R. C. Sebold, (C) is B. G. 
Reed and (D) is C. B. Carroll. 

No. 21: The date was March 1 7 1954. 

No. 22: The place is Lancaster, Calif. 

No. 23: This photograph was made in Daingerfield, Tex., near 
the Ordnance Aerophysics Laboratory, a Navy installation. 

No. 24: “GRB-36 Aircraft Carrier” is the successor to Ficon. 

No. 25: May 20, 1954, at 6:16 p.m., to be exact. B. A. Erickson 
was the pilot. 

No. 26: The answer to this one is “both.” Convair FW is doing 
some subcontract work on the B-52. 

No. 27: (A) is J. F. (Skeets) Coleman, who flew the XFY-1. (If 
there were a race for “most photographed pilot in 1954” Skeets 
would win hands down.) (B) is B. A. Erickson, head of flight at 
FW, who has many “firsts” to his credit. (C) is to mix you up. IPs 
F. S. Katz of FW T engineering, shown while modeling a new’ ejection 
seat. (D) is Don Germeraad, SD, veteran R3Y pilot. 

No. 28: This is Pomona's Noah Bench and his Indian sign lan¬ 
guage is the real thing. 

No. 29: This is George Leesch as he appeared in a Convairiety 
feature on solar heating. 

No. 30: (A) is Dad Sheppherd, SD’s octogenarian. (B) is C. H. 
Campbell of FW, plugging a celebration. (But doesn't he look like 
Tom Wills of SD?) (C) It's hard to believe, but that's Jim Hopkins 
of SD, that real nice gent that rules office services. (D) This is 
Supt. F. H. McLaughlin of SD, another of our favorite guys. 

No. 31: This was the crazy accident that happened to N. W. Scott 
Jr., assigned to Edwards AFB. Electricity burned off his ring. 

No. 32: The correct answer is (B). 

No. 33: This is true. However, on Sept. 9 along came a Convair 
C-131D and flew nonstop San Diego to Washington, D.C. in seven 
hours, 49 minutes. 

No. 34: The arm you see in the picture is the only one Bates has. 

No. 35: Yep, that's true. The pilot was Don Germeraad. 

No. 36: The first went by truck, but others were flown out. The 
first to. take the “high road” was on June 19. E. D. Shannon flew it. 

No. 37: The USS Mississippi is the correct answer here. 

No. 38: We don't know exactly, but it's under six feet. This was 
one of several models operated by Pomona enthusiasts. 

No. 39: It's Brown, located to the south of San Diego. 

No. 40: False, but Convair people at Daingerfield had a good 
deal to do with the early development. 

No. 41: He's testing the air for radioactivity, one of many devices 
to protect Convair FW people. 

No. 42: True. There wasn't much of anything dry at Edwards 
AFB the day this picture was taken. 

No. 43: (B) is the answer. Growald was two years old at this 
point. 

No. 44: For this one (B) is correct. They are members of a “Tip- 
Toppers” club. Alletah Peeler at right. 

No. 45: (B) scores again. Convair men built scores of them out 
of Fiberglas. 

No. 46: The falsie is (D). It does have some familiarity in Con¬ 
vair circles, however, for it was at East Greenwich, R.I. that Con¬ 
solidated first started business. Groton is the home of Electric Boat; 
Bayonne is where Electro Dynamic is located; and Canadair is at 
Montreal. 

No. 47: It's rather a dirty trick on normally dignified Ken Ward 
and E. G. Stout of SD engineering to dig up this Management Club 
picture, but we couldn't resist the temptation. 

No. 48: It's true, right enough. The nine year old son of SD's 
George Weaver turned the trick. 

No. 49: (C) is the correct answer here. 

No. 50: This is the “340 knucklehead” awarded to sections at 
Convair SD who are less than perfect in housekeeping. 

No. 51: “Speed” Wilson brought the plane down on a rain soaked 
grass field, so (C) is correct, even though he probably would argue 
that tnere was no “risk” involved. 

No. 52: Actually Coleen was helping plug a CRA show and we 
doubt if there was any horseback riding involved. 

No. 53: It's true that the Air Force announced the B-58 order. 
Any failure to include numbers was no mistake. They never include 
them. 

No. 54: That feller is sitting inside a gun. It's an Army AA 
unit not far from Convair Fort Worth. 

No. 55: Fort Worth, as if you didn't know. Where's Dallas? 

No. 56: The whole cartoon included the father, about to leave for 
work, demanding: “All right, Alice! Let’s have those safety glasses.” 



SKYLINE—Though 1954 saw the last production B-36 leave Convair Fort Worth, that didn't mean 
the last of B-36s. Shown above are some of the great bombers that have returned to Convair FW as 
part of SAM-SAC. 

B-36s Participating in Atom Tests 
Will Get Good Scrubbing' at FW 

Air Force B-36 bombers coming back to Convair Fort Worth these days are historic 
aircraft. 

They include bombers used in a series of atomic bomb tests. 

And Convair FW employees have the job of cleaning them up and putting them back 

into shape for further Air F orce service. __ 

Since the ships were in the air 


nearby at the time of atomic ex¬ 
plosions, they've been exposed to 
radiation. 

So part of the work now in¬ 
volves cleaning them up. Tech¬ 
nically, this is called “decontami¬ 
nation.” But that's merely a long 
word meaning that the ships and 
many of the parts get a good 
scrubbing. 

Making sure that employees do¬ 
ing this job don't get dangerous 
particles on their hands or else¬ 
where on their skin—and finally 
their mouths—is the job of the 
health physics group of personnel 
department. 

“The way we've got the thing 
set up,” says August C. Esen- 
wein, manager, “I don't see how 
anyone could be hurt from the 
small bit of radiation on these 
planes. 

“But we're taking no chances. 
“We're taking every precaution 
known to nuclear science. 

“We don’t think there's any 
danger. Neither do we think the 
plant will burn down. But just 
as we keep the fire department 
handy—just in case—we also do 
everything we know how to make 
sure no one is hurt.” 

Among other things, employees 
wear special clothing: gloves, 
head protectors and coveralls. 
They put these on after they 
come to work. 

Before they go to lunch, they 
take showers. This makes sure 
that they wash, off any dangerous 
particles which might have fallen 
on their skin. 

After lunch, they don the same 
clothes. Then, before they leave 
the plant, they take another 
shower. 

“They’re bound to be among 
the cleanest people in the coun¬ 
try,” commented Frank Paschal, 
supervisor of health physics. 

Many other precautions are 
taken. They all wear film badges, 
of course. With these, technicians 
keep track of how much radiation 
each employee is exposed to. 
Should the total begin to 
approach the danger line, the 
employee would be given other 
work until it was completely safe 
for him to return to the “hot” 


Convair FW 'Christmas Card' Funds 
Bring Comfort to Needy Families 


(Continued from Page 1) 
for about 50 families. Dept. 81 
outfitted their families from head 
to toe. They also collected about 
$ 1 , 000 . 


20 Training Courses 
To Start in January 

More than 20 new training 
courses will get under way early 
in January for Convair Fort 
Worth employees. 

They range from highly techni 
cal courses to business subjects 
such as typing and shorthand 
Classes will be held in either 
plant conference rooms or at 
Technical Institute. 

Further information is avail 
able from C. A. Clauber in the 
training section, ext. 5245 or 
5188. 


Convair FW Has 
Many Santas 

(Continued from Page 1) 
families in Fort Worth. 

“We're proud of our Fix-a-Toy 
program this year,” said Guy 
Nesbitt, father of the Fix-a-Toy 
idea. “The men and women of 
Convair worked hard to make our 
project a success. We can never 
thank them enough.” 

The Convair folk who joined 
in Fix-a-Toy were also commend¬ 
ed by August C. Esenwein, 
manager at Fort Worth: 

“This demonstration of love 
for their fellow men does more 
than any other one thing we 
could possibly do to show Fort 
Worth the real spirit of Convair 
people. It's real proof that Con¬ 
vair folks have a heart.” 

Some Convair employees did 
get their thanks in a different 
w T ay, though. 

They boarded the - 20 trucks 
that left Fix-a-Toy headquarters 
early Saturday morning a week 
before Christmas. They rode the 
trucks most of the day looking 
for homes in forgotten sections 
of town. 

They knocked on doors of 
countless homes that had no 
Christmas inside. And they 
brought Christmas with them. 

That was all the thanks they 
needed. 


Depts. 62 and 63 rounded up 
about $400 that made Christmas 
brighter for their adopted 
families. They also donated 
money to the Fort Worth Star 
Telegram’s Goodfellow Fund. 

So did industrial engineering. 
Dept. 4-2 and many, many more. 
Convair departments also con¬ 
tributed generously to the Fort 
Worth Press Santa Pal Fund. 

Some of the money went to 
Convair families in distress be¬ 
cause of sickness or accidents. 
Eighteen Convair departments 
helped out about 50 families. 
They were Dept3. 3, 4-1, 6-5, 
10-2, 15, 20, 22-1, 22-7, 22-9, 24-1, 
27-0, 29, 31, 48, 65, 81, 94, 95. 

Dept. 28 took Christmas to 
three families with a total of 14 
children. They got some of their 
toys from Pack 26, Den Four of 
the Cub Scouts. They collected 
$130 for groceries and clothes. 
Dept. 82 bought clothes, food and 
toys for many families. 

All in all, departments 
throughout the plant showed 
their Christmas spirit. And they 
all felt pretty good about it. 

Said one employee who helped 
out in tooling department's pro¬ 
gram. 

“It was the best Christmas 
ever had.” 


Half-Price Tickets 
For Show Offered 

Convair Fort Worth em¬ 
ployees will have a chance to 
see one of the biggest shows of 
1955 at half price. 

Through a special arrange¬ 
ment with Convair Recreation 
Association, tickets for “Skat¬ 
ing Vanities” at the Coliseum 
will be on sale at a special rate. 

All the employee needs is a 
special coupon which will be 
available free at the CRA 
office. With this coupon, a Con¬ 
vair employee may buy two 
tickets for the price of one. 
Coupons must be presented at 
the ticket counter in the lobby 
of Hotel Texas. Tickets range 
from $1.50 to $3.60. 

Tickets will be sold for Fri¬ 
day, Jan. 7 and Saturday mati¬ 
nee on Jan. 8. 


I 


46,400 From Convair 
Watch CRA Ice Show 

(Continued from Page 1) 
took lots of work. 

Special care was taken to make 
sure the music was perfectly 
timed for each number. And 
Glenn Carter and the CRA 
Orchestra turned out a polished 
job doing just that. 

“We’re very pleased with the 
response to the show this year,” 
said Hank Wendorf, CRA presi¬ 
dent. 

“We want to thank everyone 
who helped out this year from 
Santa (B. R. Main) to each and 
every usher, skater, and everyone 
who helped out in any way. 

“We especially want to thank 
Jimmy Shackelford, I. B. Hale 
and Ed Tucknies who served as a 
steering committee for this year's 
show.” 


XFY-1 to Appear on 
Television Jan. 2 

The “You Asked For It” TV 
program, starring “Skeets” Cole¬ 
man, pilot of the Convair XFY-1 
“Pogo,” will be shown Jan. 2 
6 to 6:30 p.m. (CST) over 
WBAP-TV of Fort Worth, direct 
from New York. 



























